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1 1 Scientific 
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J. Parker Hall (land leased from the City of Chicago)as trustee undei^i; 
Rookery Building Trust A {I 
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6. REPRESENTAT ION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation. National Park Service 
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Washington 
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| 7 . O E S C R t P T l O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
fy l E x c e l l e n t • G o o d • F a i . 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

I I D e t e r i o r a t e d • R u i n s I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d ( ^ U n a l t e r e d 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Rookery i s composed of eleven stories and a basement. I t 
reaches a height of l64 feet and rests on spread foundations 
employing beam and r a i l grillages. 

ScLuare i n plan, the building covers the entire l o t . I t i s 
bounded on the north by Adams Street, on the south by (Quincy 
Street, on the west by LaSalle Street, and on the east by an 
alley, and has a J^arge I n t e r i o r J ^ ^ Thus the building 
i s naturally lighted on a l l four sides and i n the interior. In 
the Adams and LaSalle Street facades, the f i r s t two stories 
are of granite, the upper stories of dark brown brick and terra 
j;ot,ta. The walls of the light court and the f i r s t two stories 
along Quincy Street and the eO-ley are constructed of cast-lroa 
columns and spandrel beams. Thus, the building uses both masonry 
and skeletal construction. 

The court lobby was remodeled by Frank Lloyd Wright i n 1905. Wright 
removed most of John Root's original iron omament and replaced 
i t with simple geometric plans. The staircase was encased i n 
white marble. Rectangular ums, also of marble, ajid rectangular 
l i g h t fixtures were also designed by Wright. 
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I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

[ I I nven t ion 

I I L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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i t o r i on 

• T h e a t e r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

rn Urban Planning 

3 Other (Specify) 

Architecture 

The Rookery i s a prime example of the development of the multi­
story commercial stmcture, u t i l i z i n g the best constmction 
methods then available. Its use of skeletal constmction and 
fine ornamental detail place i t directly i n the mainstream of 
the"Chicago School" of architecture. 

Regarding the omament of the Adams and LaSalle facades, arch­
itectural hlsto±±aa Carl Condit states that "The architectural 
excellence of the Rookery's outer elevations grows chiefly out 
of the extraordinary openness of the walls, the airy yet v i ­
gorous articulation of the elevations, precise scale and pleasing 
proportions, and the firm integration of many diverse elements of 
decorative detail. The main entrances of the building, on Adams 
and LaSalle Streets, are among the best features of the outer 
elevations and are expressive of Root's love of richly or­
namented entranceways." The Rookery i s also noteworthy for i t s 
pioneering plan, which provides shops and offices arotind a 
gracefIII, semi-private square. 

Daniel Buniham and John Root were two of Chicago's most signi­
ficant and influential "Chicago School" architects. Their 
partnership was formed i n 1873 and continued u n t i l Root's death 
in 1891. During this time they were responsible for approximately 
250 stmctures throughout the country. The majority of their 
Chicago stmctures have been demolished. 

The Rookery Building was presented a citation by the Commission 
on Chicago architecturaJ. Landmarks i n 1962. 
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9. M A J O R B I B L I O G R A P H t C A L W E F E f i E N C E S 

BTornham Library, Art Institute of Chicago, Adams Street and 
Michigan Avenue, Microfilm: Roll 25, Frames (I-I9) 
Roll 27, Frames (I-86) Daniel Burnham's letters emd diaries 

Condit, C a r l , The Chicago School of Archi tec ture , Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1964, pps. 56-58, 63-65 
Copies i n f i l e 

Seven photographs. 
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Mrs. Susan Ben,1amin 
O R G A N ! Z A T I O N 

Commission on Chicago Historical and Architectural Land-
STREET AND NUMBER: maf\^tC 

320 north Clark Street 

November 2k-, 1!)69— 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Chicago 
12. S T A T E L I A t S O N O F F I C E R C E R T I F l C A l ION 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ^ State • Loca l • 

Name 

Ti t le 

Bate 

Acting Director 

Febmary 17, 1970 
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Illinois 12 
N A T I O N A L R E G t S T E R V E R J F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office ol Archeology and Historic Preservatic 

Date 
APR 17 1970 

A T T E S T : 

Date 

Keeper of The/Na(iflaal Registe 

MAR. ^ A R 2̂ 1970 
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Cyclopedia of Architecture, Carpentry and Building, Chicago: 
American School of Correspondence, 1909- Vol. 5, pps l8-19. 

Hoffman, Donald, The Meaning of Architecture: Buildings 
Writings of John Wellborn Root, New York; Horizon 
1967, Plates 31-45. 

Several excellent photographs. 

Industrial Chicago: The Building Interests, Vol. 2, 
The Goodspeed Publishing CoT, I891, p. 122. 

Inland Architect and News Record, Vol. I I , NO. 8, July 
Rendering of exterior. Details on contractors for 
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Photos and. plan. 

, Vol. 50, No. 3̂  September, 
1907, p. 36. 

"Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect for Remodeling; Work 
Executed by the Davis Marble Co., Chicago." 

Koeper, Frederick, I l l i n o i s Architecture, From Territorial Times 
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Siegel, Arthur, Ed., Chicago's Famous Buildings, Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, I965, p. 62. 
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