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X Excellent (] Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [ Ruins [J Unexposed
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rookery is composed of eleven stories and a basement. It
reaches a height of 164 feet and rests on spread foundations
employing beam and rail grillages.

Square in plan, the building covers the entire lot. It is
bounded on the north by Adams Street, on the south by Quincy
Street, on the west by LaSalle Street, and on the east by an
alley, and has a large interior light court. Thus the building
is naturally lighted on all four sides and in the interior. In
the Adams and LaSalle Street facades, the first two stories

are of granite, the upper stories of dark brown brick and terra
cotta. "The walls of the light court and the first two stories
along Quincy Street and the alley are constructed of cast-iron
columns and spandrel beams. Thus, the building uses both masonry
and skeletal construction.

The court lobby was remodeled by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1905. Wright
removed most of John Root's original iron ornament and replaced

it with simple geometric plans. The staircase was encased in

white marble. Rectangular urns, also of marble, and rectangular
light fixtures were also designed by Wright.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rookery is a prime example of the development of the multi-
story commercial structure, utilizing the best construction
methods then available. Its use of skeletal construction and
fine ornamental detail place it directly in the mainstream of
the"Chicago School" of architecture.

Regarding the ornament of the Adams and LaSalle facades, arch-
itectural historian Carl Condit states that "The architectural
excellence of the Rookery's outer elevations grows chiefly out

of the extraordinary openness of the walls, the airy yet vi-
gorous articulation of the elevations, precise scale and pleasing
proportions, and the firm integration of many diverse elements of
decorative detail. The main entrances of the building, on Adams
and LaSalle Streets, are among the best features of the outer
elevations and are expressive of Root's love of richly or-
namented entranceways." The Rookery is also noteworthy for its
pioneering plan, which provides shops and offices around a
graceful, semi-private square.

Daniel Burnham and John Root were two of Chicago's most signi-
ficant and influential "Chicago School" architects. Their
partnership was formed in 1873 and continued until Root's death

in 1891. During this time they were responsible for approximately
250 structures throughout the country. The majority of their
Chicago structures have been demolished.

The Rookery Building was presented a citation by the Commission
on Chicago architectural Landmarks in 1962.
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Mrs. Susan Benjamin
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November 24, 196

STREET AND NUMBER:

320 North Clark Street

Commission on Chicago Historical and Architectural Tnng;
max.

CITY OR TOWN:

Chicago

STATE

IlllﬂOlS m‘l2

 NATIONAL REGISTER VE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
State Local

The recommended

National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservati

APR 17 1970

Title Acting Director

February 17, 1970

Date

Date
ATTEST:
MAR MR 2 7 1970
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Cyclopedia of Architecture, Carpentry and Building, Chicago:
American School of Correspondence, 1909. Vol. 5, pps 18-19.

Hoffman, Donald, The Meaning of Architecture: Buildings agd4f I
Writings of John Wellborn Root, New York: Horizon P éhs, 4
1967, Plates 31-45.

Several excellent photographs.

o X
7

Industrial Chicago: The Building Interests, Vol. 2,
The Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1891, p. 122.

Inland Architect and News Record, Vol. II, NO. 8, July, 1
Rendering of exterior, Details on contractors for
building.

s Vol. XII, No. 2, September,

18608.
Photos and. plan.

, Vol. 50, No. 3, September,

1907, p. 36.
"Frank Lloyd Wright, Architect for Remodeling; Work
Executed by the Davis Marble Co., Chicago."

Koeper, Frederick, Illinois Architecture, From Territorial Times
to the Present: A Selective Guide, Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1968., p. 50

Randall, Frank, History of the Development of Building
Construction in Chicago, Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1949. p. 112.

Randall, John D., A Guide to Significant Chicago Architecture
of 1872 to 1922. Glencoe, Illinois, P.0. Box 345, 1958.
De Lbe

Rebori, A.N., "The Work of Burnhem and Root, D.H. Burnham
& Co., and Graham, Burnham & Co," The Architectural
Record, Vol. 38, July-December, 1915, p. 42ff.

Siegel, Arthur, Ed., Chicago's Famous Buildings, Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1965, p. 62.

Tallmadge, Thomas E., Architecture in 0ld Chicago, Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1941, pps. 145, 149ff, 186,°
190, 198, 203-05, 208.

=
L35
s

0}/‘/ ‘L‘L///‘ /7 i
nml\ ld /370

S




LT
iy

\, / ....»/
\\ A

alel.
25718

(B B B B W N\;‘J
B v .‘ri,J




S EE |NSTRUCTIONS

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPHFORM

(Type all entries - a

STATE

71linois
COUNTY

TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Cook

ENTRY NUMBER

ttach to or enclose with photograph)

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE

7717/ 7

y Building

EET AND NUMBER:

209 South LaSalle St. N

CcITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Chicago o7l

I1linoi

CODE COUNTY:

12

PHOTO CRED! T:

DATE OF PHOTO:

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

tment _of C

Municipal Re éfénce Library of Chicago

19507

ingfield T1linois

onservation,

BE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking southeast at the Rookery Building which remains unchanged
from the time of this photograph

9)
W W\W 2OTITY

P\
_ AR o Nt <

0
PR, . T P 2
T0G-27 - -0 “omm san ”




——e——




,V/
[ =
. |
5—
&2
. |
R - 5 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Illinois
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES sl
_Qook

:

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

‘ns

\ | Fbﬁy{s\use ONLY

wn (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
z
o
i d AND/OR HISTORIC:
|—
U STREET AND NUMBER:
— 209 South LaSalle St.

CITY OR TOWN:
= Chicago
= STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
) Illinois » ‘ 2 OR];
s PHOTO CREDIT: Richard Nickel, Photographer

DATE OF PHOTO: 196‘3
l-u NEGATIVE FILED AT:
w Office
(V2]

DESCRIBE VIEW, A

Courtyard of the Rookery Building from an adjacent building

W

T

NPS Numbe

Piglet ==



The Rookery, Chicago, Illinois Photo: Chicago Landmarks Commission
Interior Lobby
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The Rookery, Chicago, Illinois Photo: Chicago Landmarks Commission
Interior Stair well
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