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The wooden vernacular buildings with rusting corrugated metal roofs of the Uchida Coffee 
Farm, stained dark by creosote and time, sit amid a variety of fmit and macadamia nut trees 
on the Western slopes of Mauna Loa in the Kona coffee district of the Big Island. This area is 
world famous for the development of the gourmet Kona coffee beans and coffee trees once 
filled the farm. This nomination includes the mill, the house, and a portion of the surrounding 
fields. 

The entrance to the site is marked by a small opening along the metal railings of the 
Mamalahoa Highway. A steep, unpaved road leads about a hundred feet makai (towards the 
sea) to the coffee mill and house of the Uchida family who ran the farm and lived on the site 
for 70 years. 

The mill, is quite dilapidated but the two parts that define a coffee mill along the Kona section 
of the Big Island is still discernible ~ the kuridana, cherry processing mill and the hoshidana, 
coffee drying platform with rolling roof. The kuridana is approximately 8' by 12' and 15 feet 
high and houses the original machinery, though unused for over 30 years. The hoshidana is 
an open shed with dirt flooring and a very low ceiling. The ceiling is where the coffee beans 
were spread to dry under a metal corrugated gable roof with wooden trusses that would roll off 
depending on the weather. The structure that supports the hoshidana roof in the open position 
has since rotted. 

The house where the Uchida family lived is a 3 bedroom, single-story vernacular house sited 
on a steep hill which slopes down at the back of the house towards the ocean. A combination 
of board and batten and tongue and groove single wall construction techniques were used along 
the exterior wall. The entrance is at ground level, but the rear of the house is on almost one 
story high stilts due to the steep grade of the site. Windows are simple one to six lite panels, 
sliding on horizontal tracks that run along the interior walls. The windows on the south-west 
side of the house have eyebrows or shades to protect the house from the intense afternoon sun. 

The front porch with double door entry to the living room is between the kitchen and an extra 
room that was added in the 1940s (see floor plan). Originally, the entry was through the side 
door stepping into the genkan (traditional entryway in Japanese architecture where a person sat 
and removed their shoes) which is still there as a part of the kitchen. The living room, raised 
one step up from the entry porch, is a simple rectangular space with a carpet over the wooden 
floors and a white canec ceiling. 
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The relatively large kitchen has changed remarkably little, even in the years of modem 
gadgetry. The original stone fireplace, where rice and wok cooking was done, is still in place 
as well as fairly primitive, above ground plumbing. Smoke from daUy cooking has stained the 
interior walls a dark black. The kitchen and dining room form a utilitarian area one step 
below the living room (the same level as the entry porch) with bare wooden plank flooring and 
exposed wooden rafters. 

The three bedrooms surround the living area with floors covered by goza mats (straw beach 
mats), resembling the tatami mat rooms of Japanese homes and inns. A makeshift ceiling of 
gauze held up by strips of wood shelter the bedrooms. The two bedrooms on the south-west 
side of the house were added the same time as the spare room in the 1940s. The bathroom is 
one of the few evidences of modernization in the Uchida's house. Added in the late 1960s, it 
is located off the back or master bedroom and has a modem toilet and sink. Under the house 
is a small storage room added on later. 

Accessory structures to the main house include two water tanks (one dismantled), a covered 
wash basiii area and a Juro (Japanese small hot bathing tub). The washroom is immediately 
outside the kitchen exit of the house and the drainage system connects to the kitchen sink. It 
was originally the Jura room, but was made into a laundry/wash room in the mid 1950s. In 
the back of the house, down the side stairs is the current Jure house, a small structure with the 
standard size (approximately 2' X 3' X 3' deep) fiiro (removed) on one side and a bench on 
the other and is pieced together with various lengths of 1X12 lumber. The charred wall and 
stone wood bumer demonstrate the traditional use of the Jiiro. 

The garage, a simple post and lintel structure with a shed roof that barely covers one vehicle, 
is considered a non-contributing building. Unattached to the house, it was built in the late 
1950s or early 1960s, but contributes to the overall ambiance of the site. The shed by the 
kuridana was used as the garage in earlier days. 

The buildings are somewhat deteriorated due to the materials and age of the buildings, but the 
actual layout remains remarkably intact. Although additions and renovations were made in the 
course of the 70 years that the Uchida's lived on the farm, they do not compromise the historic 
integrity of the buildings. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(MarV "x " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying tfie property for 
National Register listing) 

_X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(MarV " X ' in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object.or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explatn the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categones from instructions) 

A. AGRICULTURE - Coffee 
Farming 

C. ENGINEERING - Coffee Mill  
ARCHITECTURE - Vernacular 

Period of Significance 

1925 - 1944 

Significant Dates 

1925. 1926 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

ArchKect/Builder 

Unknown 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

B i b l i o g r a p h y (Ote the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more contirKiation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on fie (NPS) 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 
67) has been requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 
It 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 
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The family lived in an almost cash-free economy and traded for subsistence, as was the custom 
in those days, on credit. When cash was needed for taxes at the end of the year, Uchida was 
fortunate that Arthur Greenwell always had a cash job for him. Otherwise, the family raised 
their foodstuffs on the farm. There was always a garden with string beans, daikon (radish), 
Chinese cabbage, tomatoes and pumpkin as well as avocado, banana, persimmon, orange, 
lime, lemon and papaya, many of which are still producing today. A diet of rice, miso soup 
and vegetables was supplemented by raising chicken (the small chicken coup is still behind the 
garage), pigs and exchanging produce for fish. 

The Uchida's had five children reach adulthood and all five are still living. All of the Uchida 
children were bom on the farm with the help of mid-wives. Their three eldest children 
Masao, Shizuka and Fumi were bom in the original house and the two youngest, Fusae and 
Hideo were bom in the current house. The eldest son Masao, stayed on the farm with his 
family and ran the farm from 1963 until 1993. Shima passed away at the age of 73 in 1966 
and Daisaku in 1986 at the age of 99. The Uchida family lived on the farm continuously from 
1913 and lived in the current farm house from 1925 until January 1994, when Masao Uchida 
and his wife Masako retired to Honolulu. 

The Uchida Coffee Farm is a wonderfiilly intact example of the lifestyle of early Kona Coffee 
farmers, many of whom were Japanese and brought Japanese customs and culture to Hawaii. 
Although the family did use a gas stove in the last years at the farm, the stone fireplaces used 
up until recently for rice and wok cooking are still in place. There was never a shower or bath 
tub, the Juro was used until Masao and Masako left the farm in 1994. Electricity was installed 
just before the war in the early 1940s and hot mnning water wasn't established until the late 
1960s when the modem bathroom was added. 

The genkan or entryway with built in geta boko or shoe cabinet is a feature of Japanese 
architecture which is often seen in the homes of Hawaii. Also Uke Japanese architecture, there 
are no closets to speak of, items were stored in portable chest of drawers and wardrobes. The 
use of make-shift materials; for example one chain link used as a locking device, the varied 
lengths of wood pieced together for the furo, the reuse of materials that were available, the use 
of goza mats to resemble tatami flooring; demonstrate the resourcefulness of the coffee 
farmer's lifestyle. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 2 acres 

UTM References 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) Old Hawaiian Datum, In ternat ional 1909 Spheroid 

Zor>e Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 05 193832 2158126 3 
2 4 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Descnbe the bourxiahes of the properf/ on s contirxjation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
icxpl&iii why the bourxjanes were selecie^J on b continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Sheree Chase 

organization Kona Historical Society date February 22. 1994 

street & number P O Box 398 telephone (808)323-3222 

city or town Captain Cook state Hawaii zip code 96704 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Addftk>nal items 
(Check with the SHPO or FRO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Kealakekua Ranch 

street & number P.O. Box 399 telephone (8081323-3188 

city or town Captain Cook state HI zip code 96704 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statamant: This information is being collected for applications to the National Re^ster of Historic Races to nominata properties for Nst 
or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend e»stir>g listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
Natiortai Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Eatntatad Bmlan Statamant: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments reganling this burden estinnate or any aspect of ttvs form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, WasNngton, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budgat, P^Mfwotfc 
Reductions Project (1024-<X}18), Washington, DC 20503. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 94001621 Date L i s t e d : 02/09/95 

Uchida Coffee Farm Hawaii HI 
Property Name County Statf 

N/A 
M u l t i p l e Name 

This p r o p e r t y i s l i s t e d i n the N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places i n accordance 
w i t h the attached nomination documentation subject t o the f o l l o w i n g exceptions, 
e x c l u s i o n s , o r amendments, no t w i t h s t a n d i n g the N a t i o n a l Park Service 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n i n c l u d e d i n the nomination documentation. 

SLgnat\ia^_jy£ the Keeper Date of A c t i o n 

Amended Items i n Nomination: s . " 

8. Statement o f Si c j n i f i c a n c e ; Level of S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the pro p e r t y has been evaluated a t the statewide l e v e l . 

This i n f o r m a t i o n has been confirmed w i t h Tania Moy of the HISHPO by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Na t i o n a l Register p r o p e r t y f i l e 
Nominating A u t h o r i t y ( w i t h o u t attachment) 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

Uchida Coffee Farm 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: HAWAII, Hawaii 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/28/94 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/27/95 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/11/95 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/11/95 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 94001621 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

N LANDSCAPE: 
N PERIOD: 
N SLR DRAFT: 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

N 
N 
Y 

REJECT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

DATE 

N 
N 
N 

RECOM./CRIT 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE ZZX-^i^ 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached(^^SIJR^N 



count resource type 

STATE/f£DERAL AGENCY cERTiriCATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
materials 
descriptive t e x t 

SI6NlFICANiE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance to the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
'UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPAKVIMC; D0tUMEMTATI6N/PRESEMTATI6ti ] ~ 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed .-t Date 



















BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

EiVED 4 1 : R B t H AHUE. CHAIRPERSON 
BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

-tC 2 8 1991 JOH 4 

REF;HP-AB 

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND N A T U P I ^ L ' R ^ ^ ^ J R ^ E S ' 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 
33 SOUTH KING STREET, 6TH FLOOR 

HONOLULU. HAWAII 86813 

DEPUTY 

P. KEPPELER II 

AQUAC ULTURE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM 

DEC e ;:3'̂  
Ms. Carol ShuU, Chief of Registration 
United State Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
National Register Program 
P O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

S T A T E OF HAWA4J5ENCY RESOURCES OIVISI/aWAic RESOURCES 
PARK SERVICE CONSE|»VATION AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
CONSERVATION AND 

RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT 
CONVEYANCES 

FORESTRY AND WILDUFE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

DIVISION 
LAND MANAGEMENT 
STATE PARKS 
WATER AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 

LOG NO; 13470 
DOC NO: 9412TM01 
ARCHIIECTURE 

SUBJECT: National Register Nominations 
Kukaniloko Birth Site, Wahiawa (Amendment) 
lao Theater, Wailuku 
Uchida CofTee Farm, Kealakekua 
Ainahou Ranch, Volcanoes National Park 

We respectfully submit to you the following nominations: 

1. Amendment for Kukaniloko Birthing Stones to expand significance. New form to replace 
current form. 

2. lao Theater, located in the town of Wailuku on the island of Maui. 

3. The Uchida Coffee Farm, located in Kealakekua on the Big Island of Hawaii. 

4. Ainahou Ranch, located in Volcanoes National Park on the Big Island of Hawaii. 

We ask that these sites be considered for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Should you have any questions, please call Tonia Moy at 587-0005. 

Very truly yours. 

KEITH W. AHUE, Chairperson and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

TM:ab 

Enclosures 


