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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structure itself is a rectangular plan about 25 feet by 55 feet with a
basement, first floor and attic. It is located on a steep cross-slope lot with
a main entrance verandah across the end facing the highway below. It is surrounded
by open, overgrown pastures. Exterior walls are solid fieldstone, 24 inches thick
below and 21 inches above on the first floor. The stone is rough cut into irregular
blocks and is laid up in irregular courses with wide mortar joints, achieving an
unusually picturesque pattern. Interior construction is timber framing with a steep
open gable roof. The original slate roof is now covered with corrugated iron and
has narrow eaves.

. The full basement is completely above ground on one long side and rear end
where there -is-an entrance door-at grade. ' It has earth floor, 7 foot open ceiling
and 2 rows of 6 inch 'ohi'al pests with 6 inch by 6 inch beams supporting the first
floor joists. The first floor is a single open space with a wood floor and 2 inch
by 12 inch joists spanning the full 24 foot width to carry the attic floor above.

There is a narrow steep wood ladder-type stairs to attic. The attic is a
single open space under the sloping roof with a wood floor and open rafters.

Single windows are located in the gable at each end.

Windows on the main floor are single wood casements in thick wood frames set
into the stone walls. Basement windows are small open grilled vents. The main
feature is the entrance verandah facing a steep side road leading up from the highway.
It is an open 3 bay porch with stone base and steps, wood rail and posts and full
wood-planked gable end above.

- On the main eptrance is a pair of vertlcal plank doors. There is also a side
entrance on the upper slope with stone steps and a single plank door. \

. Architecturally, this is an especially interesting construction. It is pic-
turesquely fitted into its sloping site, well-proportioned and unadorned, depending on
its straightforward: constructural components, skillfully handled for its quality.

ohi'a: a native hardwood, metrosideros macropus, M. collina
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Greenwell -store of Kona built in ¢. 1851 otiginally sérved as a store and
post office. Nicholas Greerwell, the store's builder, also served‘as the drea's
postmaster as well as the area's general merchandiser. The building is the only
comrercial structure from this period left in Kona. It displays a unique commercial
use of mortar and fieldstone. The building is still owned and maintained by Green-—
well heirs.

H. Nicholas Greemwell was born in England in 1826. He sold his commission in
the Army at age 23 and left for Australia to make a new start where he bought a
sheep station. In 1849 he sailed to California in search for gold. He then came to
Hawaii and worked in Kailua. In 1867 Mr. Greenwell returned to England to visit his
family and on his way back to Hawaii stopped in the Caribbean. On the island of
Monsarrat he met his bride Elizabeth Caroline Hall. They returned to Hawaii together,
bringing a new variety of oranges found in Brazil. Nicholas Greerwell is remembered
for his cultivation of navel oranges which he exported, and his buying and selling of
sheep skins which he did through his store. He also became involved with dairies in
the 1880's and later began extensive ranching. He and his wife had eleven children.

After serving community interests, the building was later used by the Greenwell
ranch. It was turned into a ranch warehouse. In c.'1959 the interior was altered
and the exterior portice and porch were added. The building's original slate roof was
replaced with corrugated iron at that time. Plans are presently underway to donate
the building to the Kona Historical Society, to be used as a general headquarters.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Greenwell Store is located on a one acre rectangular lot in Kealakekua
town bounded by Mamalahoa Highway on the west side, Youth With A
Mission facility on the east side, Kona Meat Market on the north

side and Greenwell Ranch pastures on the south 51de.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE CQU NTY CODE
STATE . CODE COUNTY = CODE
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John C. Wright £
ORGANIZATION DATE
Bishop Museum January 19, 1974
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1355 Kalihi Street i v 847-1443
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Honolulu ; Hawaii

EBJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE_____ LocaLX

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Greenwell Store

Kealakekua, Hawaii

Photo by John Wright, 1974

Neg in State Hist Pres Office
Looking west at front elevation
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Greenwell Store
Kealakekua, Hawaii Cound

Photo by John Wright, 1974

Neg in State Hist Pres Office
Looking north at south elevation

Photo #2 'Y
JAN 801978
MAY 22 1978
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Greenwell Store

Kealakekua, Hawaii Cewwty
Photo by John Wright, 1974
Neg in State Hist Pres Office
Looking northeast
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STATE OF HAWAII STATE PARKS

WATER AND LAND DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF STATE PARKS
P. O. BOX 621
HONOLULU., HAWAII 96809 FILE NO.

GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

\

January 24, 1978

Y

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Dear Keeper:

Transmitted herewith is the national register of
historic places inventory--nomination form for:

GREENWELL STORE

Please advise us of its status after review.

Sincerely yours,

Z

Jane L. Silverman
Historic Preservation Officer
State of Hawaii

Enclosure



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE HAWAII

Date Entered ng 22 1978

Name

Greenwall Store

Also Notified

Honorable Spark M. Matsunaga
Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
Honorable Daniel K. Akaka

NR Mott/bjr 5/24/78

Location

Kealakekua
Hawaii County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Migs Jane L, Silverman
Department of Land and
Natural Resources
P.0. Box 621
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809
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Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
18th and C Streets, N. W. A5 S
Washington, D. C. 20240 Ry i=l

A NATIONAL
P REGISTER

Dear Sir:

The Greenwell Store which was entered into the
National Register of Historic Places on May 22, 1978 had a few
errors on the final form. This is to inform you of these

errors and provide the proper data so that the appropriate
changes can be made on the form.

The construction date for the store should be 1870
instead of c.1851. The unproper date appears twice in the
significance portion of the form. The last line of the
second paragraph in the significance section should read,
"He and his wife had eleven children.", instead of ten
children.

Sincerely,

l,\ A (P. \(\ C‘T G’e’Lo\

Nathan E. Napoka
Historian
Historic Preservation Office
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