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DESCRIPTION ' 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

.XFAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Structure i t s e l f is a rectangular plan about 25 feet by 55 feet with a 
basesnent, f i r s t floor and attic. I t is located on a steep cross-sic^ lo t with 
a itain entrance verandah across the end facing the higtMay below. I t is surrounded 
by open, overgram pastures. Exterior walls are solid fieldstone, 24 inches thick 
below and 21 inches above on the f i r s t floor. The stone is rough cut into irregular 
blocks and is laid up in irregular courses with wide mortar joints, achieving an 
unusxjally picturesque patt:em. Interior const:ruction is tiT±)er framing with a steep 
open gable roof. The original slate roof is new covered with corrugated iron and 
has ncLcra,-; eaves. 

The f u l l baseriient is catpletely above ground on one long side and rear end 
vrfiere tliere is an entrance door at grade. • I t has earth floor, 7 foot open ceiling 
and 2 rows of 6 inch 'ohi'a^ posts with 6 inch by 6 inch beams supporting the f i r s t 
floor joists. The f i r s t floor is a single open space with a wood floor and 2 inch 
by 12 inch joists spanning the f u l l 24 foot width to carry the attic floor above. 

There is a narrow steep wood ladder-type stairs to attic. The attic is a 
single open space under the sloping roof with a wood floor and open rafters. 
Single windows are located in the gable at each end. 

Windows on the main floor are single wood cas3nent:s in thick wood frames set 
into the stone walls. Basement windows are small open grilled vents. The main 
feature is the entrance verandah facing a steep side road leading up from the highway. 
I t is an open 3 bay porch with stone base and steps, wood r a i l and posts and f u l l 
WDod-planked gable end above. 

On the Itain- «̂ txance is a pair of vertical plank doors. There is also a side 
entrance on the upper slope with stone steps and a single plank door. 

. Architecturally, this is an especially interesting construction. I t is pic­
turesquely fitte d into i t s sloping site, well-proportioned and unadorned, depending on 
i t s straightforward-constructural corponents, s k i l l f u l l y handled for i t s quality. 

'ohi'a: a native hardwood, metiiX)sideros macropus, M. collina 
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SPECIFIC DATES c . 1 8 5 1 C o n s t r u c t i o n BUILDER/ARCHITECT Nicolas Greenwell 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Greenwell store of Kona built in c. 1851 ofiginally served as a store and 
post office. Nicholas Greenwell, tlie store's builder, also served'as the cirea's 
postmaster as well as the area's general mei'chandiser. The building is tlie only 
comnercial structure from, this period l e f t in Kona. I t displays a unique catmercial 
use of mortar and fieldstone. The building is std.ll owned and maintained by Green­
well heirs. 

H. Nicholas Greenwell was bom in England in 1826. He sold his ocmnission in 
the Anry at age 23 and l e f t for Australia to make a new start v^iere he bought a 
sheep station. In 1849 he sailed to California in search for gold. He then came to 
Hawaii and worked in Kailua. In 1867 Mr. Greenwell returned to England to v i s i t his 
family and on his way back to Hawaii stopped in the Caribbean. On the island of 
MDnsarrat he met his bride Elizabeth Caroline Hall. They returned to Hawaii together, 
bringing a new variety of oranges found in Brazil. Nicholas Greerwell is rematibered 
for his cultivation of navel oranges v^ch he exported, and his buying and selling of 
sheep skins vAiich he did through his store. He also became involved with dairies in 
the 1880's and later began extensive ranching. He and his wife had eleven children. 

After serving coummity interests, the biailding was later used by the Greenwell 
ranch. I t was turned into a ranch warehouse. In c. 1959 tfie interior' \-ja.& altered 
and the exterior portico and porch were added. The building's original slate roof was 
replaced with corrugated iron at that time. Plans are presently imderway to donate 
the building to the Kona Historical Society, to be used as a general headquarters. 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Greenwell f a m i l y records and in t e r v i e w s w i t h Amy and Norman Greenwell 
(1974) . 

GEOGRAPfflCAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES 

1.0 

ALQLSI I ]J ft 3l L 6. ol I2 . ] l&0 l3 B | _ J | | , L 
ZONE EASTING 

-L-L 
NORTHING 

I • I • I • • I 
J I • I . I . . I 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

'>! • I 1 r • I • • I I • I • I • • i VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Greenwell Store i s located on a one acre re c t a n g u l a r l o t i n Kealakekua 
town bounded by Mamalahoa Highway on the west side. Youth With A 
Mission f a c i l i t y on the east side, Kona Meat Market on the n o r t h 
side and Greenwell Ranch pastures on the south side. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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[STATE fflSTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE L O C A L X 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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G E O R G E R. A R I Y O S H I 
G O V E R N O R O P H A W A I I 

S T A T E O F HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF L A N D A N D N A T U R A L RESOURCES 

D I V I S I O N O F S T A T E P A R K S 

P. O. BOX 621 

H O N O L U L U . H A W A I I 9 6 8 0 9 

D I V I S I O N S : 
C O N V E Y A N C e S 

F I S H A N O G A M E 

F O R E S T R Y 

L A N D M A N A G E M E N T 

S T A T E P A R K S 

W A T E R A N O L A N O O E V C L O P M E N T 

F I L E N O . 

January 2 4 , 19 78 

Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Keeper: "'• 

Transmi t ted herewi th is the na t i ona l r e g i s t e r o f 
h i s t o r i c places i n v e n t o r y - - n o m i n a t i o n form f o r : 

GREENWELL STORE 

Please advise us of i t s status after review. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jane L. Silverman 
Historic Preservation Officer 
State of Hawai i 

End osure 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

MAY g g 1R7a 
Location 

Greanwall Store Kealakekua 
Hawaii Coiinty 

Also Notified 
Honorable Spark M. Matsunaga 
Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
Honorable Daniel Akaka 

NR Mott/bjr 5/24/78 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Miss Jane L. Silvenoan 
Department of Land and 

Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 621 
BonolulUf Hawaii 96809 



GEORGE R 

GOVERNOR 

ARI YOSh 

OF H A W A I I 

S T A T E O F HAWAI I * • ; 
D E P A R T M E N T O F L A N D A N D N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E S 

D I V I S I O N OF S T A T E PARKS 

P. O. BOX 6 2 1 

H O N O L U L U . H A W A I I 9 6 8 0 9 

J u l y 7, 1978 

D I V I S I O N S : 

C O N V E Y A N C E S 

F ISH A N D GAME 

FORESTRY 

L A N D M A N A G E M E N T 

STATE PARKS 

WATER A N D L A N D D E V E L O P M E N T 

Keeper 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service\/N^ 
18th and C St r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear S i r : 

The Greenwell Store which was entered i n t o the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on May 22, 1978 had a few 
e r r o r s on the f i n a l form. This i s t o inform you of these 
e r r o r s and provide the proper data so t h a t the appropriate 
changes can be made on the form. ' 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n date f o r the store should be 1870 
instead of c.1851. The unproper date appears twice i n the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e p o r t i o n o f the form. The l a s t l i n e of the 
second paragraph i n the s i g n i f i c a n c e section should read, 
"He and h i s w i f e had eleven c h i l d r e n . " , i n stead of ten 
c h i l d r e n . 

Sincerely, : - • 

Nathan E. Napoka • • 
Hi s t o r i a n 
H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e 
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