A v Semc o s S0

b o e

Form No. 10-300

v

REV. (9/77)

PHol- %3

JINITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR T AR T
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE = e iy
ALl ¥ :J: b "b
r v . y P, ; RECEIED 50 o e 2
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATEENTERED ___ DOT 2 1979

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

{UNAME

HISTORIC
Bechle Apartment Building

AND/OR COMMON

1LOCATION

STREET & NYMBER; |/, <
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4 DESCRIPTION

4

CONDITION ~ CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ——UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR - _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bechles Duplex is a two story Colonial Revival structure designed by Charles
Thompson. The 1909 brick structure faces south. The plan is rectangular with a hipped
roof. A single dormer is centered on the front. The dormer has Palladian proportioned
windows with stick work radiating from the centers. The pedimented gable is deeply
inset and supported by brackets. A two-story portico runs the length of the south side.
The portico has a wide frieze board with dentiled cornice, which is supported by four
Tuscan columns mounted by short, brick piers.

The first on the front (south) has two single doors on the east end and on the west,
a twelve over one central window flanked by six over one sidelights. Above, on the
second story, the window repeats but there is only a single door.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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—.1400-1499 - ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC ___CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
| _1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —MusiC _.THEATER
: X1800-1899 X COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X1900- __COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
3 b __INVENTION d s Seely
v
SPECIFIC DATES 1909 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bechle duplex is significant in its associations with the commercial prosperity

: of a German immigrant to the United States. Little Rock, in the latter 19th century had a
. large population of German immigrants. The brick building was designed by Charles Thompson,
- the most prominent architect in Arkansas at the time. The brick apartment house is histor-

A

ically significant in its association with Thompson.

On September 12, 1896, Mr. G. Bechle and his wife, Elizabeth, bought the property.

. Mr. Johann Christian Bechle was born in 1852 in Stuttgart, Germany. In 1882, he came to
, Little Rock with Mr. and Mrs. Stegmar. He stayed with the Stegmar's sister Elizabeth in
11883. Mr. G. Bechle started to work in 1882 for the C. J. Penzel Company, wholesale grocers

at Seventh and Sherman Streets. By the time he retired, he had become president of the
company. His wife, Lizzie, worked as a homemaker.

Mrs. Elizabeth Bechle died in July, 1915. Mr. Bechle asked his nephew, Mr. Otto Stegmar,
- and his wife, Tillie, to come live with him soon after. Upon his death in 1936, the Bechle's

apartment building became the property of Mr. and Mrs. Stegmar. Mr. Bechle is buried in

' Oaklawn Cemetary. Mr. Otto Stegmar worked at the Houck Piano Company.

Renovation of the structure was begun in 1976 by the present owners for apartments.

‘Located in an area of Little Rock separated from the downtown by an Interstate Highway,

renovation of the Bechle Apartment Building is a first step in recognition of this isolated

» section of the city's historic resources.
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[EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mrs. Otto Stegmar, 1975

Abstract of the property.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 7 and 8 and the south fifty feet of lots 5 and 6, block 10, Woodruff's addition
to the city of Little Rock, Arkansas.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE’ COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

i1 i FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
F. Hampton Roy and Nancy H. Roy - Edited by Frezil Mlller,

ORGANIZATION DATE
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 6-20-78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
2021 Main Street (501) 371-2763
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Little Rock Arkansas

sPASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL

STATE ____

LocaL _X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1366 (Public Law 83-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationa!l Park Servnce
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Bechle Apartment Building Pulaski, Arkansas 78003201

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

__X_Nomination Form (Photocopy from NR present)

__X_Photographs
_X___USGS Map
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Dr. William J. Murtagh —

Keeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation

and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As owners of 1000 East Ninth Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, we fully understand
that the tax deductions under section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 are
contingent upon listing in the National Register of Historic Places. We have
asked the State Historic Preservation Officer to nominate this property to the
National Register and to expedite this procedure, waive the thirty day comment
period. e e e e it e B P AR i AU

Sincerely,

‘770,«&,// ,6(,
Dr. and Mrs. F. Hampton Roy

/800 ek
Loztle Roch, Coh 72206



September 28, 1978

Dear Bill Lebovich;

Enclosed is a new nomination for the Bechel Homes

in Little Rock. The nomination which is now in

your office is for ene structure. We would like

that one returned and the attached nomination
reviewed in its' place. This nomination is for

two structures, one of which was originaly, considered
altered passed eligibility, but is now under
restoration. The owners have already used the tax

act. Plans for the restoration are included in

this nomination and we will be overseeing construction.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ ARKANSAS

Date Entered 0CT 2 1978

Name Location

Bechle Apartment Building Little Rock
Pulaski County

Also Notified

Honorable Dale Bumpers

Honorable Kaneaster Hodges, Jr. State Historilec Preservation Officer
Honorable James G. Tucker, Jr. Ms. Anne Bartley

Acting Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
Suite 500, Continental Building
Markham and Main Streets

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

/ NR Byers/bjr 10/5/78
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November 8, 1978

1=
Dr. William Murtagh <<§§§\\Nj ?
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places e e
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service éé?]j{t

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Attn: Bill Lebovich
Re: Nomination of the Bechle House
to the National Register;
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please amend the National Register nomination of the Bechle Houses, Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas to include only the Bechle House located at 1004 East
Ninth Street. Please exclude the sections nominating the Bechle Apartment
Building. The Bechle Apartment Building was entered on the National Register
on October 2, 1978. Therefore its presence in the Bechle Houses nomination is
redundant.

An explanation lies in that both Bechle properties were and are still involved
with the Tax Certification process. In June, 1978, the Arkansas State Review
Committee approved the Bechle Apartment Building but tabled the Bechle House
at 1004 Ninth pending restoration plans. At the June meeting both structures
were included in the same nomination. In August, the owners of the property
requested that the Bechle Apartment Building be sent to your office as an
individual nomination. In the September State Review Committee Meeting, plans
for restoration of the structure at 1004 Ninth were presented and approved.
Therefore, the original Bechle Houses nomination, including both structures
was submitted to your office to supercede the Bechle Apartment Building nomination.
However, at our request the apartment building nomination had been expedited
and was listed on the Register October 2, 1978.

I do apologize for this confusion and restate my request that the nomination
entitled Bechle Houses be amended to include only the structure located at

1004 East Ninth and be entitled the Bechle House.

Sincerely,

%’\/\ND. C‘Kd&
Anne’ pagtles—
e Historic Preservation Officer

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
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