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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in Arkansas are
the county courthouses. As the center of local politics, the courthouse is
often the largest and most costly building in the county. The Perry County
Courthouse in Perryville is the most important public historic structure in the
county.

Perry County, located in central Arkansas, was created by the state legislature
on December 14, 1840. The new county was formed from the portion of Conway
County which lay south of the Arkansas River, and was named for an American
naval hero in the War of 1812, Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry.

The first county seat was in the log home of John L. Houston. In 1841 Houston
and John Greathouse agreed to donate land on which to build a courthouse in the
newly founded town of Perryville. The county seat was established in Perryville
in 1841, and a log building was constructed to house court offices. Following

a fire in 1850, a second log courthouse was constructed on the same site.

In 1872 a large frame building replaced the log courthouse. Located about one-
half mile distant from the log courthouse, this building was situated on the
third and final courthouse site. Successive fires plagued the county courthouse,
but each replacement was located on the 1872 site.

Since its construction in 1888 the present Perry County Courthouse has been
enlarged with additions, but has not been greatly altered. The two—sto§¢y
brick structure is of a simple rectangular floor plan and features a truncated
hip roof. The architectural style is extremely simple with an undecorated

cornice, plain windows set in wood frames and an entablature over the two main
entries. The building rests on the Perry County court square.

Despite its central Arkansas location'and proximity to the state's most populous
county (Pulaski), Perry County has always been among the least populated of
Arkansas' seventy-five counties. Very few historic or architecturally significant
structures remain in the area, thus increasing the importance of the courthouse.

Among the very small number of historic structures still standing in Perry County,
the courthouse is decidedly the most significant. The building dominates the
Perryville business district, and is the most important historic man-made landmark
in Perry County.
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