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Two and a half miles south-southeast of the town of Mur-
freesboro, Arkansas, lies a phenomenon not found elsewhere
on the North American Continent - a peridotite pipe containing
diamonds. This pipe was thurst up from the depths of the
earth during the Cretaceous era about 70 million years ago.
Volcanic action on an island just off the coast of the then
existing land mass neighboring on the prehistoric sea which
covered a considerable portion of central North America during
that era caused the unusual occurrence.

The eruption forced the volcanic core or pipe of dia-
mond bearing material up through the overlying layers of rock.
These layers were topped by water-worn chunks of jasper and
other durable rocks which are to be found today mixed in the
breccia that fell back into the crater after the eruption.

It is not uncommon to find chunks of the peridotite or
kimberlite, as it is known in South Africa. Intermixed with
the peridotite are all types of water-worn pebbles of various
materials including: Jjasper, novacultitie, quartz, black
spinel, amethyst, barite, limonite, magnetite, pyrite, hematitsg
and other iron minerals. A few small, but brilliant, pyrope
garnets and brown peridots have been found also in the matrix
of the kimberlite breccia.

~ The 72-acre, somewhat triangular-shaped, peridotite
dike is bounded on the northwest by three low hillocks
which are formed of the intrusive peridotite making up the
main mass of the pipe. Immediately south of these three
hillocks there is a band of peridotite consisting of tuff
and fine grained breccia of a grey-blue color where it has
been exposed and altered by the elements. Elsewhere in -the
pipe the prevailing material on the surface is a greenish-
colored volcanic breccia but, at times, the color varies to
an almost yellowish hue.\‘

The diamond, our only gemstone composed of a singlg
element, is made up ofpure carbon with occasional coloring
agents in small trace quantities. At the Crater of Dia-
monds the colors of the diamonds vary greatly from black tg
a bright canary yellow, as well as, the quite rare pure white.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A\

The Arkansas Diamond Mine was discovered on August
8, 1906, by John Wesley Huddleston, a farmer and the
owner of the land on which the volcanic pipe lies. He
found two diamonds the first day, noticing one glittering
as it rolled from his plowshare in a field, the other beside
the road. The first weighed 1 3/8 carats and the other
2-3/8 carats.\ He suspected what he might have and took
them to Charles S. Stiff and Company, a leading jeweler
of Little Rock, Arkansas. They were further examined by
Mermod, Jaccard and King Jewelry Company of St. Louis,
Missouri, who found them to be genuine diamons. For furthur
examination of the stones, they were submitted to the noted
gemologist, Dr. George F. Kunz, an authority on American
gemstones, had been keenly interested in the occurrence of
diamonds in America and had been paying considerable attention
to the Arkansas area where several barren perldotlte plpes
were known to be located.

Samuel W. Rayburn, a former Arkansas banker and Pres-
ident of Bankers Trust Company of Little Rock, Arkansas
organized a syndicate known ag the Arkansas Dlamond Company
and purchased the Huddleston's property for the sum of
$36,000.

The Huddleston property did not contain all of the
area of the diamond pipe. The Austin Miller property on
which the Ozark Diamond Mine Corporation built a modern
plant in 1912 contained approximately 9.3 acres, most
of it lying within the diamond bearing area of the plpe.
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8. Significance Continued:

At first the operations of the Arkansas Diamond Company
consisted mainly of gathering the surface breccia, its
washing and concentration by screens and the hand-sorting
of the remaining gravels for diamonds. The first primitive
plant built in 1907 was equipped with a form of the cone-
shaped washing pan that was in general use in the South
African diamond mines. At no time was any deep excavating
done. This first plant was used until 1916 when it was
destroyed by fire.

Following the destruction of the Arkansas Diamond
Company's plant in 1916, it was replaced by a large plant
which operated from 1917 to 1929. No reports are available
as to the annual recovery of diamonds from this operation,
but is known to have been considerable. Stories are told
of "fruit jars full of diamonds sitting on the windowsill
of the office of the manager of the plant.'" It is estimated
that more than 60,000 diamonds have been recovered from the
Murfreesboro g;amond mine operations since that first day in
August, 1906.

The Arkansas Diamond Company continued production until
1932. At the outbreak of World War II, members of the
Arkansas Congressional delegation and the Governor of Ark-
ansas visited President Franklin D. Roosevelt in an attempt
to secure an R.F.C. loan and certain construction priorities
since the War Department was interested in American sources
for diamonds essential to industry and the manufacture of
gun barrels, etc. Although the President was interested,
the matter was referred to the War Production Board, however,
the U.S. Geological Survey determined that it would not be
feasible to mine the diamonds for wartime production.

GPO 921.724
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8. Significance Continued:

Glen L. Martin, the aircraft manufacturer, became in-
terested in the project and through a loan to finance mining
operations, he advanced approximately $400,000, according
to record files with the Arkansas Department of Revenue. He
formed a corporation which leased the Wilkinson property and
purchased the remainder of the Mauney property for $25,000.
A recovery plant was set up and operations with surface
earth-moving equipment were started in September 1948. The
work continued for about a year.

During the early days of the Arkansas Diamond Company
many fine stones were discovered, among them the famous
"Uncle Sam" diamond of 40.23 carats discovered in 1924.
According to "The Diamond Dictionary,'" this is the largest
gem diamond ever discovered on the North American Continent.
It was cut into a 12.42 emerald cut stone by the firm of
Schenck and Van Galen of New York who cut a great many of
the early Arkansas stones.

During President Truman's administration, a large coffee-
brown Arkansas diamond was presented to him embedded in a
plastic paper-weight and is at present in the Truman Library
at Independence, Missouri. In November, 1950, a portion of
the crater area was leased to a new corporation called "Bia-
mond Preserve of the United States, Inc.'" The purpose of
the Diamond Preserve of the United States, Inc., was to
operate a tourist and sightseeing attraction at the site of
the diamond-bearing peridotite so that all interested persons
may see in North America the place where diamonds occur in
their matrix.

In 1952, Howard A. Miller, son of one of the previous
mine operators, opened the Crater as a tourist attraction.

GPO 921.724
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8. Significance Continued:

General Earth Minerals Corporation, a subsidiary of
G. F. Industries, bought the property in February, 1969
for $1,100,000 with the intent of exploring the possibilities-
of commercial mining but very little was done to the property,
although it continued to operate as a tourist attraction.

An average of 200 diamonds a year are being found by
visitors and just recently a tourist from Missouri picked
up a stone weighing in excess of six carats.

The Crater of Diamonds State Park became a reality
when the State of Arkansas purchased slightly over 867
acres, including the 78-acre volcanic pipe from G. F. In-
dustries of Dallas for $750,000. The park which fronts on
the Little Missouri River is ideally suited for recreational
development as one of Arkansas' newest and Amer] oSt
unusual State Park - The Crater of Diamonds.

GPO 921724
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March 6, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

801 - 19th Street Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Attached are National Register Nominations for the following pro-
perties:

Crater of Diamonds State Park
Allin Home
Pillow-Thompson House
01ld Post Office and Custom House
Cadron Settlement
Moore-Hornor House
Tappan -Pillow House
01d Davidsonville State
Historic Monument

O30 U D W R
.

These nominations have been approved by a majority of the State
Review Committee.

Sincerely,

i <t A S

Willlam E. Henderson
State Liaison Officer

WEH:bjf

Enclosure
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9. Major Bibliographical References Continued:

Daily News, Jacksonville, March 27, 1972.
Mountain Wave, Marshall, March 23, 1972.
Headlight, Salem, March 20, 1972.

Democrat, Morrilton, Marcy 23, 1972.

Democrat, Mammoth Springs, March 23, 1972.
Advance Monticellonion, Monticello, March 30, 1972.
The Nashville News, Nashville, March 23, 1972.
McGehee Times, McGehee, March 30, 1972.
Southern Standard, Arkadelphia, March 30, 1972.
Gazette, Texarkana, March '15, 1972,

Daily Bonner News, Magnolia, March 15, 1972.
Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock, March 15, 1972.
Expressy Charleston, March 15, 1972,

Greenwood Democrat, Greenwood, April 6, 1972.
The Gurdon Times, Gurdon; March 23, 1972.

Clay County Democrat, Recotr|, March 30, 1972.
World, Helena, March 15, 1972.

Pine Bluff Commercial, March 15, 1972.
Democrat, Lonoke, April 6, 1972.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Name Location
Crater of Diamonds State Park Murfreesboro vicinity
Pike County

Also Notified State listoric Preservation Officer

Hon. John L. MeClellan My, William E. Henderson, Director
Hon. J. W. Fulbright Arkansas Department of l';ﬂu &
Hon. John P, Hammerschmidt Tourism

State Capitol, Room 149
Director, Southwest Region Little Rock, Arkamsas 72201

{ PHR MOTT: pcl 6/25/73
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Dzamond.s in the Iwugh

COLLECTING

e

By Lindel Hutson

Associated Press

o MURE‘REESBORO Ark.
" In these hard economic
"" times, Mrs. L. E. Owen says

cellee;mg ~diamonds sure
" beats ﬁshmg as a hobby.

3 'She and her husband have
‘*‘foun’d’ about 200 diamonds in
th'e past. 30 years at the Cra-

-4 'I‘he couples largest find
3 Wi\ﬁ '17.45 carats. But they

e fmn’t estlmate
of the diamonds,
efﬁcxals say that a
man found a dia-

m

ond at the park that re-
cengysald for $85,000.

The Owen comﬂe own a
fatm at Des Arc, about 80
mﬂes from this southwest-
!‘,‘i‘{a ‘Arkansas community.

Ma nd more the cmple

“she smd “Now a
) on. a boat cushion

to look slow. I look for a
g-lrtté!‘i!!the sun.

“T know what I'm looking
for now” she added. “New
‘people . . . should look for

- 325 diamonds have

what shines, and if they see
something, pick it up and
ha’ge it checked.”

Since the first of the year,
been
found at the park.

Jim Cannon, park superin-
te‘ndén‘c said the average
size is about 40 or 50 points,
which would have a. value of

$40 to $100, dependmg on
* quality.

He said one in. 10, dia-
monds found are of gem

" quality, while the others are

the industrial type.

Park officials -say the 80-
acre Crater of Diamonds is
the only site in North Amer-
ica where diamonds are
found in the natural matrix
—where, somehow,  dia-
mond-forming - rocks. were

pushed to the surface of the

terrain.

The area was a commer-
cial diamon® mine off and
on from 1906 until 1972,
when the state bought the
land some 70 miles south-
west Qf Little Rock for 575()
000.

& Cannon‘ said. pafk aﬁ‘i

of any

Snme : ‘people,
said, “come thinking they’re
going to make money” pros-
pecting. “But most people
just come to enjoy them-
selves.”

found. The state ddémt ask
: ‘far a share of the findings.

‘Cannon ,




