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1. Name of Property

historic name Nutt-Trussell Building

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 202 North Main Street [] not for publication-

[] vicinity
state  Arkansas code AR county  Dallas code 039  zipcode 71742

city or town  Fordyce

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this[X] nomination []
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [ meets []
does not meet the National Register criteria. |1 recommend that this property be considered significant

[J nationally statewide [X] locally{See continuation sheet for additional comments.) /
% o ;%cilaﬁ:o l/O2/o/
/

Signature of certifying official/Title Date /

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (C]J See Continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title . Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I herl%y//ertify that the property is: /‘ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. \ ’
O See continuation sheet K - - 3 [ D4 ) O |
[ determined eligible for the v . ] { 1
National Register.
[ See continuation sheet
[J determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ removed from the National
Register.

O other, (explain:)

"




Njutt-Trussell Building

Name of Property

Dallas County, Arkansas

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X] private [X] building(s)

[] public-local [] district

[] public-State [] site

[] public-Federal [] structure
[] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of Contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade: department store

Social: meeting hall

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/Not In Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: 19" Century Commercial Style

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation @ BRICK

walls  BRICK

STUCCO

roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

SEE CONT. SHEETS
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SUMMARY

Located on Main Street in downtown Fordyce the Nutt-Trussell building was constructed in 1883 and it was
the first two-story brick structure erected in the developing railroad town of Fordyce, Arkansas. This
nineteenth century two-story brick masonry commercial building is designed in a simple rectangular plan
that was very common and popular for this time period. The building is crowned on the west and south
elevations by a small stucco covered brick parapet. Since its construction in 1883, the brick veneer was
covered circal 920 with stucco and the decorative cornice was also removed. The building was constructed at
the same time as the neighboring building as a whole unit; however, the sections were sold to different
owners and have served different functions throughout their years of operation.

ELABORATION

The Nutt-Trussell Building located on Main Street in Fordyce, Arkansas, is a two-story, brick commercial
building that was sheathed in stucco circa 1920. The built-up asphalt roof and brick walls rest on a
continuous brick foundation.

West Elevation

The fagade of the building fronts west and is fenestrated with a recessed single door entryway that is flanked
by single pane glass storefront windows. The first floor windows are intact, but have been covered in an
attempt to protect the windows from vandals. The second floor of the building is fenestrated by four
symmetrically placed two-over-two windows and is crowned by a parapet. The two-over-two windows on
the second story are unadorned except for a few remaining panes of snowflake glass that were installed for
privacy on the second floor, which served as the town’s Masonic lodge in the late 1800s. The earliest
photograph available (1908) shows an ornamental cornice on the building that does not appear in the 1930
photograph.

South Elevation

The south side elevation is fenestrated with five two-over-two windows on the second floor and one small
round stationary window located to the east side of the third double- hung window. There are six supporting
pilasters that are evenly spaced along this elevation running form the ground to the parapet adding a small
amount of detail to the building. The first floor of the south elevation features a double door side entrance.
One window, one door, and one small round window have been infilled (date unknown) with brick and
stucco. Another window has been covered with wood but remains intact.

East Elevation
The rear of the building faces east and is fenestrated by two centrally located one-over-one double-hung
windows on the second story. The first story wall is devoid of any fenestration or ornamentation. There was
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a building attached to the rear of the structure, but it has been removed exposing the original brick veneer of
the building.

North Elevation
The north side of the building shares a party wall with the neighboring store building, which was constructed
at the same time.

Interior

The interior has had virtually no alterations. The original wood floor is still intact on the first floor. The
second-floor of the building can be accessed by the main stairway at the rear of the building’s interior, or by
a narrow staircase at the front of the building that leads to the second floor through a trap door. The second
story of the building remains pristine and displays the checkerboard tile floor located in the room that once
served as the Masonic hall.

Integrity

The Nutt-Trussell building in Fordyce has been altered with the application of stucco, removal of cornice and
infill of some windows; however, the addition of the stucco and the removal of the cornice both took place
before 1930 making both historic alterations. The second floor of the building still retains most of its original
features as no windows have been altered on the second story. The building maintains integrity of setting,
location, feeling, and design, as it is located on Main Street near the old railroad tracks in downtown
Fordyce.



Nutt-Trussell Building

Name of Property

Dallas County, Arkansas

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x™ in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[] B removed from its original location.

[] € moved from its original location.

[] D acemetery.

[] E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[C] F acommemorative property

[[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Levels of Significance (local, state, national)
Local

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Social History

Commerce

Architecture

Period of Significance
1883-1950

Significant Dates
1883

Ca. 1920

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D is marked)
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

SEE CONT. SHEETS

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

SEE CONT. SHEET

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[] previously listed in the National Register

[] Previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

Primary location of additional data:
[X] State Historic Preservation Office
[] Other State Agency

[] Federal Agency

X Local Government

[] University

[] Other

Name of repository:
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SUMMARY

The Nutt-Trussell Building in downtown Fordyce, Arkansas, is being nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places with local significance under Criterion A for the role it played in the economic development
of Fordyce. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as the best extant and oldest two story 19" Century
commercial building in Fordyce, Arkansas.

ELABORATION

With the arrival of the main line Cotton Belt Railroad in 1882, Fordyce was transformed into a hub of
commerce. New people and new money arrived quickly and businesses were hastily constructed along the
railroad tracks. Substantial brick buildings were soon constructed along Chief Street, which was later
changed to Main Street. The Nutt-Trussell Building was the first two story brick building constructed in
Fordyce and it was built to house Nutt & Barnes Company General Merchandise. This was the first
important building in Fordyce and it signaled the prosperity brought about by the arrival of the railroads that
played an influential role in the growth and development of Fordyce and Dallas County.

The Nutt Building (later known as the Nutt-Trussell Building) was constructed in 1883 and appeared on the
tax records in 1884. Robert Nutt operated his business in this location until his death in 1892. According to a
family history Robert Nutt died at the young age of forty. Nutt was wealthy and owned large tracts of land,
as well as his prosperous retail business on Main Street. After Nutt’s death, his widow, Julia, supposedly cut
her hair very short and did not leave the house for over a year after he died. She neglected all business and
lost all of the accumulated wealth that her husband had amassed. This is supported by the Dallas County tax
records. In 1894 and 1895, the George Taylor Commission Company paid taxes on this building and from
1896 until 1916, the Bank of Fordyce paid the taxes on the building. During a portion of this time the building
served as the Bank of Fordyce.

The second story of the building has a separate history of its own. On December 19, 1885, E. M. Lodge No.
363 officially occupied their new hall on the second floor of the Nutt Building. Lodge No. 363 met here
almost continuously until the organization built a new building in 1960. The meeting hall still has many of
its original furnishings such as the platforms located around the room, the stage, remnants of the
checkerboard floor, and a few remaining panes of snowflake glass in the windows.

On May 13, 1897, The Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company was given a franchise to operate in
Fordyce. In 1900, R. T. Holderness, Charles McKee, H. T. Chandler and B. F. Edwards organized the Home
Telephone Company and built the first telephone exchange in the city by 1903, it was necessary to rebuild the
entire system. The office was moved from the rear of Holderness Drug Store to the second story of the
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Nutt Building and a new switchboard of 150 line capacity was installed. By 1908, the Home Telephone
Company needed even more space and moved to the newly constructed McKee Building (the building
currently occupied and owned by the Dallas County Museum), where the telephone company remained until
1960. The Home Telephone Company is a core company of ALLTEL Corporation.

In 1916, the Nutt Building was purchased by L. L. Trussell to house his new business, “The People’s Store”.
This was a simple business that catered to its customers with a line of general merchandise of good quality
and affordable prices. The store routinely operated long hours each day with the exception of Sunday.
During the cold winter days Mr. Trussell was known to open his store as early as 5:30 a.m. selling gloves,
boots and hats to accommodate the early shift of workers en route to the Fordyce Lumber Company. The
People’s Store was an important fixture in the Fordyce economy for many years until it closed in the early
sixties. Several businesses operated in this building after the People’s Store closed, but they were short lived
and the building was eventually boarded up and abandoned in the early 1980s. L. L. Trussell and later his
descendents, held title to the building until it was deeded to the Dallas County museum in the year 2000.

Dr. Thomas Trussell, the grandson of L. L. Trussell, gave the Nutt-Trussell Building to the Dallas County
Museum in August 2000. The museum plans to restore the Masonic Hall, use the first floor for large static
agricultural displays, and use the remainder of the building for storage.

Significance

The Nutt-Trussell building is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local
significance under Criterion A for its direct association with the economic development of Fordyce,
Arkansas, as it housed significant businesses such as Nutt & Barnes Company General Merchandise, the
Home Telephone Company, and the “People’s Store™ all of which were important to Fordyce’s economy.
The building also contributed to the social enrichment of Fordyce as it housed the E. M. Lodge 363 from
1885 through 1960. It is also being nominated under Criterion C as the best and oldest example of a two
story 19" Century commercial building in Fordyce.
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December 29, 2000

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

United States Department of the Interior
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1849 C St. NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

RE: Nutt-Trussell Building, Fordyce, Dallas County.

Dear Carol:

We are enclosing for your review the nomination of the above-referenced

property. The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with
all applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the

nomination process.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Cathie Matthews,

State Historic Preservation Officer
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