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" HARRATIVE BEPORT SEPTEMBER - DECENBER
YAZOO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE -

. INTRODUCTION -

Ae an introduction to our firet narrative report at Yaszoo, I

- thought it would bde well to. give a brief background and description
- of the project,

_ The Refuge was begun in 1936 with the. purchase of 2500 acres of
land. At that time the Service had 20,000 acres under optiocn for
parchase which included the old Swan lake area, Dralnage district’
problems cansed a conflict with the Services plan to build a dam ‘acrond
Stesls Bayou below Swan Lake, The attitude of the Service was that
unlees they could construct euch a water structure the whole project
would be useless. The drainage dietrict members would not agres %o
gsuch a program so consequently no more land was bought. ‘

The land that hed alresdy been purchased became a problem in itaelf,
It was rented to local farmers on a cash rent basis but no supervision
could be given. . '

Thig type of management wamt on until 1647 when the land vwas
leagsed to the Mlasiesippl State Game and Fish Commission as a State
Refuge. All the State did was to continue leasing the lani to.local .
farmers at a give away price. Thelr wardens did a good job of keeping
out hunters, The State lease was released recently, thue the Yazoo ‘
finally comes under msnagement,

- Of the approximately 2500 acres-in the refuge there is approxe

" imately 800 acres under cultivation, 200 acres in brush, 150 acres in.

lakes and Bayous, 400 acres in willow breeks that flood 1n the winter
end the remainder is in mixed bottomland hardwoods.

‘The cunltivatable land is coneidered ridge land or it contains a
lot of sand, which canses the moisture toleach out repidly. At least
60% of this land is solid in Johnson grass. It will be necessary to
fallow this land for two summer sessons, and follow with winter grain
crope in the fall to reduce this grase so ¢rops can be grown, ’

At the present the crop land is being leased on a cooperstive farme
ing agreement with local farmers. The refuge will gradnally expand
ite own farming cperation, : ‘

The water area consist of Deer lake 70 acres, Blg Lake ‘30 acres,
1i ggard Lake 20 acres and Bayous 30 acres, All of these areess usually
2o dry except Deer Leke which hasn't bsen completely dry since about
1943, vhen it burned over by fire,

The 200 acres in brush, for the moet part is reverted agricultural
land which is proposed %o be recleared and returned to production.

The L00 acres of willow and cyprese breaks iz 'all & part of old.
Swan Lake which dries up during the summer and fills during the winter
rains, These areas furnish perfect areas for wood duck and feeds a
good many mallards when they are first flooded.




' pictura of our narrative report.

¥ N Eggﬁn;__ggg__ﬁgggn Tﬁe following data was taken from a weather

The hottomiand hardvoods are not very desirable from a waterfowl

stendpoint. The principle specles are: wild pecan, sweet gum, cotton=
wood, white osks, willow and cypress, Other apecies include hacke ‘
' berry, elm, white ash. black locust, hickory, water osk, willow oak

and sycamora,
There are.5 houses that are in a fair stite of repair but are _
not suitsble for ‘occupancy., There are two other housee in very _poor-

condition,

In relation to flyway, the refuge 19 some 10 miles from.the
Miaeiaeippt River and 2 miles from Lake Wsshington which covers
epproximately 5,000 acres,

All of the refuge is dralned by Steele Bayou which heads in. Swan

Lake, Black Bayou drains seversl squars miles of 1and West of

Hollandale into Swan Lake,
With this introguction maybe 1% will be simplier to- get a clear

1, OENERAL

gtation obaerver on Washington Loke, two mllee from the Refuge.

Precipi ati Annggl Preclgitation

September o e .%5 ‘ Total 5;8? S
. October B 5,50
November . A - 4,37
~‘December- 8,7
Total 18,76

:Ho_pfevious snnuel 6r period data is avallable fof'compariébn.‘

Temperatures were noﬁ availeble but the temperatures for the
“period have been mild with the mercury staying above 20 degreeu
all during the period. :

‘B, MYater Conditiong, No gaugeé‘are pregent to give wstor data but

the dry lakes have partislly filled and Deer Lake has rose approx-
imately two feet since November 1, None of the refuge lzkes are
flowing through their outlets, OControl structures and an 1rriga-
tion well are proposed to supplement rundff in the three lakes,

According to local reports we have more water than aurlng the naet
5 years.

C. Pires, Previocus bad fire seascne have left their branda on rsfuge

farmers bdurning their fielda to prepare saed beds, This practice
will be stopped . ‘ .

No fires have occnrred on the refuge this period but a certain
amount of pre-guppression work neede to be done in future years
to prevent further damage to‘refuge fields and timdber stands,

i

b

tinber cstends, However, most fires have been caused from careless




A.

Megzratory B;rdt.
. '1.

II, WILDLIFE

Populations ggd Behgvior.

Duckge Deer Lake ie remarksble in that the ‘large numbers of
ducks keep ueing 1t continously day after day. Beginning on
‘November 1, Deor Lake had approximately 500 ducks,by Deew -
ember 1, this nunmber had increased to 2800, and by the end of
the period 5000 ducks wers present, The peak pnpulation a8’
of December 31 on the refuge was 8375.

In the late afternnon these birds fly' to nearby rice‘fieldm7 _
to feod and sometimes do not return to the refuge until early
moming, As soon as shocting startcon nearby reeervoirs and -

hunting clube ducks immediately return to Deer Iske, I have

abeerved ae many as 2000 returning to ‘the refuge befors the
sun rises.N

Mallards compose.only zhout 1/3 of the total population using
the refuge, Oreen winged teal are a close second with Gadwall
and Baldpate next,

AB soon‘as'réin put water in the timbered areas 'wood duck
population dropped, Then at the close of the period shooting
pressure mst have caused these species to frequent the refuge
lakes,

Gaggg. On December 26,apprbximately 25 canada geese flew over
the refuge but there was nothing in significance to attract

- these birds and they continued toward the Mississippl River}-

Coots,  These birds are preeent 1n Deer Lake with a pesk of

300 on December 31,

Doven increased in nurbers around December ‘1 vhen the lash
soybeans wers harvested on the refuge. On Decemder 26 a
flock of 100 was-observed in one flight,

'~ ¥Wilsong Snipe are present with only an occcasional observation,

Woodgdgka are present only one actual observation,

Fopd and Coyer. ¥No artifical feeding is available on the
refuge, All feeding has bsen from natural acquatics and rice
fielde, One local reservolr owner had sbout 30 acres of

6$lo which was demolighed after about 20 daye of feelding, -In

the willow breaks snail 1ife and small ingsects are plentiful,
On the South tract of the refuge where natural flooding of ~
timber has occured ducks are feeding heavily on mostly large
acorns, Thse Worth tract of' the refuge has 170 acres of fall
planted oats avallabls but no use has been made by ducks or
geese, : ‘




3. Botuliem. None,

L. d sonin d other disesgss. Nonme noted, '

'B." Upland G agg ; Qg

C.

D.

1, ggulgggg ggd BQBQIéQt 7 Qnail are present with two saparate ‘
coveys having been obeervad. .

2. "Food and cogar.A Is excellent on the rafuga for quail
3. ngaggg; Noane noted, |
Big Cpuwe Anjmalg,
1, Yopulation gAd- Beggv;gr. ' '
" Deer ure present with no eight obaervations but several tracka
have been ocbserved, HNo deer were using the refuge before the
hunting geguon - opened on November 20, Immedintely tracks
were obaerved in the refuge flelds, Hunting preseure isg 1ight
. in the vicinity of the refuge, : ‘ K
2, Yood gnd Cover, TFood and caver is plantifui for deer cn the

. refuge. . Illegel hunting methode within the area will prohably
keep this species from 1ncreasing.

3.,.21§;gng. None noted.

Souirrelg are pléﬁtifui Thare are approximutely 2000 using the
refuge, They are fox, gray and black squirrels, Wild pecane is
plentiful but all.of this mast was clsaned up by Fovember 1,

Large acors and shrub plent fruite are still available,

Bagcooy | ere préaent'in‘aﬁerage-nurbers.

Mk are presant but seem to be scarce.

Eggver are prenant but not in great numbers., -

Mygkrnt are pre-ent but thier quontity is unknown.

Rghbits - are more than abundunt. _They are predacious on winter :

,grain Crops, -

_ppgsgg " are normal,

ggpggg,,are_preseht'hut no trapping program seems advisable at thie -

Fox are nor@al.
Other fur bearers present include Weagel end Siunk,




Dogp are sbundant. It secms that all the people who have moved

cut of this county in the past few years have left thier doge behbnd,
It will be necessary to control these animale somehow, Mr, Rife
Wede, Sr., 2 local sheep producer, will probably be glad to asalst
me in some type of dog removal program,

ﬁ_nggg_g {nhadtit Deer Lake, The number of thene reptilee e :
unlkmown, but according to thier sign they are plenbiful. '

E, Predaceoug Bi rd

Bald Eggle ~ There 1s a nest on the lower end of Big Lake, mst be
geveral fest in diameter, that appears to be an Eagle nest,. 1
have not observed 8 Beld eagle.

Howkg are plentiful. Ho time has been spent’ trying to identify tha
. different specles but there are seve ral,

Sxoye are.eparsa. o

Bl gggbird rank a statement here since they are considered the
number one predator in the Migsigeippl Delta, When rice fielde
approach maturity local farmers spent up to $100.00 per day to
keap these birde from shettering thiler crops, They will certainly
be a problem on small grains left unharvested for waterfowl use.

¥, Hish. Deer Lake is the only poesibllity for fishing on the refuge
" gnd it would not be considered & good fishing lake in ita present
conditions, Probably as soon as. the water elevation is raised,
either by mezns of a small dam or irrigation ¥911 or both, this lake
"will become a fine place to fish, PFish liﬁé present is mogt likely
" rough fish such as carp, catfieh and grimmel,

® o . 111, REFUGH MAINTENANCE AND DEVELOPFEHT

A. FPhysical Developmqgg. ?oeting of the Refuge was begun during ths
period Several man hours was spent on patrolling, inspecting and
investigaticn of the refuge lands to determine wildiife populations,
usge, flight patterns. potential waterfowl poasibilitiea and physical
developemnts.' .

A 1951 Chevrolet car, 1950 Chevrolet pickup and a 1% ton Ford stake ,
truck wae acquired from the Army at Ft. Benning.

1, Agpatice and Mareh Plants, None,
2. Treen and Shrubs. None.

3. Uplend Herbeceoug Plante. None.




: .

"A..

. axigg None.

4, Qultivatgd Grggg Eo crops huve besn planted by refuge periaonnel,
All forming this period has been done by cooperators who formerly
had leases vwith the Migseissippl Game and Fich Commiselon. = Approx-
imately 260 acres of ocats have been planted by all of these
cooperators, W11d11fe uge of thesé. fielde bhag been llmited to
Deer and rabbits.

collggt;ggg. Hone..
geceigts of Ssed ggd Nu;sa;x Stocg. Hone.
-‘iv; Ecovc Ic USE OF FEFUOE
Grazing. ‘ Only o;é cooperatcre hae pasture 1and on the.Eefuge éni
this land 1g-so sltuated on the Scuth tract that it is best sulted

for pasture land., It will not be necessary to fence the refuge to
keep out trespass cattle.

fur Forveet. Hone. |
Timber Raggxgi. 100 black locust post were rewoved during the period

to be used to post refuge. -

It coems bhn& when the Service ‘bought the Horth tract that there was -
a reservation in the deed for the seller to cut wood from Service
owned lend until- 1945, - It appears that this custom wae continued -
on throvgh the years until the present, I think we have all of the

"11legsl wood- cutteru notified and no wood is being removed at the

' present time.

A,

;.v."FiEnn :ntmsmxeﬁmzon
f;gg;ggg: Reggrtgl Noﬁe.‘
VI.  FUBLIC RELATIONS . ‘
Rec;égﬁ longl Ug_jb There huas been approximately 100 pecple drivar
to Deer Luke to soe the ducks,. We heve discoureged this with all

that we have seen, After posted penality markers were placed at
entronce roeds thic seems to have etopped, Deer Lake is small and

-a long blast on a car horn cr loud hand clapping causes at least
_half of the ducke to remcve themeelves to some other resting place. .

Ra Vigitora,

Date Bams . . Organization = Hrs, : Suhjecﬁ A
12-11-56 = W, H. Turcotte State Game & Fish 2 =~ Duck picturee,
: L : Comm, Juckpon, C . L

.- ) Miga. ‘
12-11-56 . L, 'S, Givens . FWS Atlanta,02. 9 ‘Refuge inspection
w A. Dunaway - Farmer Several visits relative to

' , _ b farming. ‘
12-15-56 c G Spragine .. Landowner 1 Land 1easing. .




Date - ‘Name : Organization - Hre, “Subject

12-16-.56 C, G, Spragins, Landowner 1 -  land leasing. -
| ' ' John Cogser * . Lendowner 1  Land leasing. -
.12-20=~56 Frank' Oakat i Farmer . 1 Ina.ud leaeing. .

Refuge Participation.- The ﬁriter attended the Hollandale Botary Cludb
on November 7, 1956 as a quest, Algo I was elected as President. of

 'the Men'g Brotherhood, an organization of - the Eollandale Bapbiat Ghuréh

Puntinz, So far waterfowl nunting has been good according to the
logal hunters compared to the past few years, The refuge is surrounded
on three gldes by Hunting Clubs 2nd chooting areas. Larry Pryor, -

Greenville, Migs., a local land owner has two reservolrs conatining

sround 425 acres, He permits controlled hunting four days per week

“with Sundey being hie main day, The Swan Lake Funting Club with pome

30 members controlls spproximately 3000 acres of wlllow breaks which
flooded this year in early december, They hunTthie area 5 days per

‘week and have reported several good hunts. On our Southeast side

Mr, Duncan Cope, Banker of Hollandale, has two small reserviors with )
about 80 acres of water whidi has provided some good shooting., Straight
Loke which 1s situated on the North side of Steel Bayou and Just
over the Refuze Boundary has provided some good ehooting. On the -

‘SButh eside of the refuge there is approximately 600 acres of rice

flelds which have been ured heavily by ducks from the refuge and
edjoining reservoirs, There fields have furaished a limited amount
of shooting dus to weather conditions and the time of day the birds

. ' feedo

P.

As

B,

BEishing., XNo. local pressﬁre {s evident for fiishing in refuge waters
due to the tremendoua amount . of lakea end strezms in the vicinity.

Vgglaziogg. No ceses have been- made by refuge perscnnel even tho 4t .
1e ovident thet severasl violotions ntve occurred on adjoining lands,
The greatest of these has been wood ducks token, Approximately one
out of ten huntars killes a wood duck by error of identificction. _
These birds are left to waste whers they are taken. It appears that
wood ducks. are plentiful in thig area snd should a cloged season be

.continued on this specie the Service should initiate a thorough

educational progran to help apprentice hunters in identificetion.
of thls duck, . Otber violatians ccnsiet mostly of over the bag
limite,

v, :OTHER 1TRHS

Items of Interest. It is with great pleasure that we report the
favorable public interest that has been gnd 1s beilng expressed
toward having a Nutional Wildlife Refuge in this area, I heve
not heard of one disaenting opinion, : '

Photogrephg, Picture did. net retum from the developers in tlme‘,
to be included: in this report A ‘ o




c. IR Eh:mg. Eorns 5 thru 9 were oﬁmi*ted since thare was no activxty:
for this period under their respective heauings. ‘ .

Submitted by

Date gm' ary 8, 1’95?

Roymond R, McMaster
. . Refuge Hanager
_Approved:
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(Rev. March 1953)
WATERFOWL

REFUCE _yaz700 HONTHS OF govmesn—— ™ par—53-395¢° 10—

(2)
Weeks of reporting period

: : : : 3 : 3 s :
Fovy 3 ! ¥ev, 10 !ov.jlé | Woy., 21 ¢ sDecy? | Dec, 14 ! Doey 20 =Dn.930:

(1}
Specles
Swans:
Whistling

" Trumpeter

Geeset
Canada
Cackling
Brant
White-fronted
Snow
Blue
Other

Ducks: . '

“Wallard 200 306 k00 1090 2000 2000 2000 00 | 76,39°
Black - 2% 25 50 50 100 100 | R, 450
Gadwall % 100 500 1000 1000 1000 1000 32 015
Baldpate 3] 100 500 4no 400 500 500 17,500
Pintail 75 100 100 00 10 ., 2,645

Green-winged teal 28 100 1500 1500 '
Blue-winged teal 50 500 0 50 2000 3000 &/, 075

Cinnamon teal
Shoveler 25 25 2 2 2 2 /1,232
Viood 100 100 160 100 53 53 22 mg ” ¢ 7
Redhead ' 7/
Ring-necked ",'//‘37
Canvasback : ” T/
Scaup '
Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Ruddy
Other : . ‘ ' )

Nergansor 50 100 200 200 200 | 455°

10

38 vy

Coot: . | ; yoO0
ys ) LS| 40 50, 50 wo | 200 00 | ©
AARS Jaro £21957 drsel @avna

Int, Dup. Sec.,




- g1 2 @ (3) 4 @ (5) (6)
«1T. Doves and Pigeons:
Mourning dove .
White-winged dove = 1/3/56 | 10 12/26/% | .
IV. Predaceous Birds:
Golden eagle
Duck hawk
Horned owl
Magpie | |
Raven
Crow
residen’ 25
er dent species mot listed as|they havey not dem
Reported b‘y Ik'\ ttiacds.. Ju s f DR+ P ligrsi T rvres v en s
INSTRUCTIONS el 3, Miashos
(1) Species: Use the correct names as found in the A.0.U. Checklist, 1931 Edition, and list group in A.0.U.
order. Avoid general terms as "seagull", "tern", etc. In addition to the birds listed on
form, other species ocourring on refuge during the reporting period should be added in appro-
priate spaces. Special attention should be given to those species of local and National
significance. Groups: I. Water and Marsh Birds (Gaviiformes to Ciconiiformes and Gruiiformes)
II. Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns (Charadriiformes)
III. Doves and Pigeons (Columbiformes)
IV. Predaceous Birds (Falconiformes, Strigiformes and predaceous
Passeriformes)
(2) First Seen: The first refuge record for the species for the season concerned.
(3) Peak Numbers: The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
(4) Last Seen: The last refuge record for the species during the season concerned.
(5) Production: Estimated number of young produced based on observatiions and actual counts.
(6) Total: Estimated total number of the species using the refuge during the period concerned.
INT.-DUP. 5EC., WASH., D.C. gToas
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3-1751 - - B
Form NR-1A . MIGRATORY BIRDS .
(Nov. 1945) (other than waterfowl)
ROTURO i et Months of WOW, L LO.DNG, 30,3986 195
(1) (2) i, A8 a (4) ; (5) | (8
Species First Seen Peak Numbers | Last Seen | Prodyotion | Total
| | | | Number |[Total # | Total Estimated
Common Name Number Date | Number Date | Number |_ Date__lColonies' Nests | Young |_ Number
I. Water and Marsh Birds: l ‘
Great Blue Heron 2 11/3/ 6 12 /26/56 6
American Egret 1 12/26/56 2
Iittle Blue Heron I 11/3/56 10
II. Shorebirds, Gulls and |
Terns: | ! | |
Killdeer & 1#’;{” &f uﬁf 4 M 25
¥Wileon Saipe 1 12/7/56| 1 12/7/%6 5
|
‘ |
|

(over)




1752 F .
* /" Form NR-2 . UPLAND GAME BIRDS . . 1613

SAIFEL NG Refuge Months of to : y 19
= T Des, I, 195 =
(1) (2) ) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Species Density Préguwcjgd Rig A Removals Total Remarks
o8 4 | Estimated
Acres 51’ :é o g é 5 a number Pertinent information not
Cover types, total| per E g-? pelic 5 § o s using gspecifioally requested.
Common Name acreage of habitat| Bird 2 5% & & | Percentage e8lgl Refuge List introductions here.

Guall Bottomlend Hiwde
1600 acres
Agrienltural lends
900 meres 25 100




Form NR-2 - UPLAND GAME BIRDS,+
(1) SPECIES: Use correct common name.

(2) DENSITY: Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs (public
hunts, etc.). Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited
numbers. Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This
information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted, this
information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in the area
of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish the desired
information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. Examples: spruce
swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short
grass prairie, etc. Standard type symbols listed in Wildlife Management Series
Nc. 7 should be used where possible, Figures submitted should be based on actual
observations and counts on representative sample areas. Survey method used and
gize of sample area or areas should be indicated under Remarks.

YOUNG PRODUCED: Estimated number of young produced, based upon observations and actual counts

in representative breeding habitat,

SEX RATIO:

This column applies primarily to wild turkey, pheasants, etc., Include data on
other species if avallable.

(5) REMOVALS: Indicate total number in each category removed during the report period,

(6) TOTAL: Estimated total number using the refuge during the repbrb period. This may
include resident birds plus those migrating into the refuge during certain seasons.

REMARKS 1 Indicate method used to determine population and area covered in survey. Also

include other pertinent information not specifically requested.

# Only columns applicable to the period covered should be used.




3-1753
Form NR-3 E & . 3
{June 1945) fefuge g ans Calendar Year 1054

(7)
(1) (2} (W) (5) (6) Estizated
Species Density Removals Losses Introductions Total Refuge
=T Fopulation

Cover types, total
Common Name Acreage of Habitat

At pericd As of

of Dec.
Oreatest 31

use

Regearch
Predation

For

Reported by \l/’\n e




INSTRUCTIOKS
Form NR-7 - BIG GAME

(1) SFECIES: Use correct common name; 1.e., Mule deer, black-tailed deer, white-tailed deer. It ie
unnecessary tc indicate sub-species such as northern or Loulsiana white-tailed deer.

(2) DENSITY: Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited numbers. Density tc be
expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This information ie to be prefaced by a
statement from the refuge manager as to the number of acres in each cover type found on
the refuge: once submitted, this information need not be repeated except as significant
changes oceur in the area of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to fur-
nish the desired information but not so much as to obscure the general plcture. Fxamples:
spruce swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short
grase prairie, etc. Standard type symbole listed in Wild.ife Management Series ¥o. 7
should be used where possible. Figures submitted should be based on actual observations
and counts on representative sample areas. Survey method used and size of sample area
or sreas should be indicated under Remarks.

(3) YOUNG PRODUCED: ZEstimated total number of young produced on refuge.
(4) REMCVALS: Indicate total number in each category removed during the year.

(5) LCssEs: On the basie of known records or reliable estimates indicate total lcsees in
each category during the year.

(6) INTRODUCTIONS: Indicate the number and refuge or agency from which stock was secured.

TOTAL REFUGE
POPULATION: Give the estimated population of each gpecies on the refuge at period of ite
greatest abundance and aleo as o Dec. 3l.

(8) SEX RATIC: Indicate the percentage of males and females of each species as determined from
field observations or through removals. 114008
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- * L] - u
3-1761 . .
Form NR-11 TIMBER REMOVAL
T et S s ... Year 195.8.
No. of Units
Expressed in Rate Reservations
Unit or B. F., ties, of Total and/or Diameter
Permittee Permit Mo.| Location | Acreage eto. Charge | Income Limits Species Cut
Refuge Use Horth tr. 100 post lhémJuﬂ =
lacust
1
Total acreage cut over....... . Total income.....
No. of units removed B. F.ooriociicciaens Method of slash disposal

Interior—Dupliocating Seoctlon, Washingtom, D, C.
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