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" UNITED STATES GG ‘RNMLNT L8 ,

f |

" Memorandum - .
\Y__ . —- wrnmCTOR, FBL (lOO é60845) - DATE: 9/11/63

) N
FROM :ip§4/SAc, HONOLULU (100-6317)
oK

<
-

SM - C - - -
(00: New York)

3 5 - ! t“‘}/
SUBJECT: PETER<§£§GER ' é%/(g{ }

(- :
i Re New Yogk letter to Bureau 7,/26/63. '
N

L © Enclosed -for the Bureau are fifteen copiles of a ,
>ﬁ2§,@ Letterhead Memorandum captioned as above. This number of |
Z SN copies is enclosed for Bureau inasmuch as New York letter 4

v {:;7 of 6/24/63 enclosed that number of copies. -
a

Copy of Letterhead Memorandum 1s also enclosed FOU“bXW'(Dﬂ|

/ .
ﬁfﬁ&%ﬁ{}z for New York, Office of-Origin.
‘ 2

A

k

T T IS ST \

HN T-l ln memorandum lsw T T ‘
| \used to document. TOUN KELLY, JF.

HN T-2 is| ] bontacted August 26, 1963, by
SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN, original source this memorandum.

Also enclosed for Bureau and New York are fifteen f
copies and one COPV’ respectively, of informant evaluation f
——Memo

] 18A'\‘\“-*~ NISISEE REVEDSE SIDE FOR
Srs SN m BISSEMINATION,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT_ION-

Honolulu, Hawall

Ian:ly,PleaseRefermv - september ll, 196~)
File No. _

PETER SEEGER

/

- The August 21 1963, edition of the "Honolulu
Advertiser," a dally newspapér of Honolulu, reported that
PETE SEEGER, the f0lk singer, had arrived in Honolulu the ¢
previous in a stop on a trip that would cover some twenty
two countries in ten nonths. The article. noted that SEEGER)]
= Would give concerts at the Orvis Auditorium at the Universit

Peg;gio,, The article related that SEEGER was accempanied by
Hil's wifie, TOSHT, a Japanese~Caucasian woman born in. Virginia,
yand ggﬁér €8r ¢hildren,. son- DAN, 17, and daﬁﬁﬁfers MIKA, 15,
A &,y v p ARPRO wrRox /52y
~“““7gggg§§/~§~5 @Etnnméfgég ‘——uL%:ww»:zzmm N
— AN FX¥a ¢Ie™in the "Honolulu Star-Bquetin," ahother :
daily newspaper ‘of Honolulu, on August i, 1963, 1n writing of

SEEGER s ‘visit, pointed out that LARRY. COTT, Executlve Vice

; President of Imua, on two separate occasions had eriticized

/ SEEGER as bein% ‘active in the functions of thé Communist
‘ “? Party sincée 1940" .and said SEEGER "transwits the. Communist
P Party ‘Tine by way of his folk musix". The article stated that

SEEGER . would neither confirm nor deny ‘the charges Ang stated
"but my religion and -my politics .are my own. affair oo s e
I refuse to be more specific than that," '

st

' On September 4, 1963, . LARRyhyf
avowedly anti-Communist organiZa iom, P : tha ,
SEEGER's adult -concerts at® the University of Hawaii Had: been
sellouts. SEEGER - had also given -a matinee at the Univer31ty
-of Hawaii for children COTT istated 'that at- Saturday's
program. of August oL, 1963, /SEEGER had . sung a' song which he
‘described as recently copyrighted "folk" song by an anonymous
friend in Berkeley.. COTT. stdated that in reality the .song was
wiltten by a publicly ‘identifted former Comtiunist., MALVINA
REYNOLDS, whose .1954 book .of folk songs, many followlng the
Communist 1ine, ‘had carried an introduction by SEEGER. COTT
related that the. REYNOLDS ‘song, Ain‘his opinion, was low keyed
propaganda 'to ‘the : effect ‘that ‘America 18 a land of conformity.
SEEGER, ‘according te COTT, also sang a plece from Japan about
_ nuclear bombs, a .song ‘'on American schools. as institutions of

'NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 3
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RE: PETER SEEGER

indoctrination; and,as a finale, his own copyrighted song,
"Where Have All the Flowers Gone," according to COTT, inspired
by a passage from the Soviet writer, MIKHAL SHOLOKOW's "And
Quiet Flows the Don'.

_ . COTT related that SEEGER's performances at the
University had been greeted . by members of the University of .
Hawall Chapter of Young Americans for Freedom dlistributing
a two-page pamphlet acquainting the audience in detail with
SEEGER's assoclation with the Communist Party and Communist
Party front groups. o _ . : -

. COTT stated that SEEGER and his family had been met
at the alrport by JOHN KELLY, JR, .
' - : gt

.~ On January 31, 1957, Honolulu T-l, a former
~member of thé Qommunist Party from 1947 to 1951,
1dent1fiedwggﬁ§§%§£%Y, JR,, as being a member of the
- Communlst Party ng thls period, B~ =
. On August 26, 1963, Honolulu T-2 reported that on
the afternoon of August 23, 1963, PETE SEEGER had glven an
uranncunced concert at the ILWU Memorial Hall at Honolulu.
Several of the officials of the International Longshoremen's
' and Warehousemen's Union (ILWU) had been in attendance. -
,Before SEEGER started to sing, he had acknowledged AH QUDN
cELRATH in the audience, indicating that they were personzl
*ends. Informant related that no charge had been made for

‘gﬂJﬂ e concert, and only about fifty persons were in attendance.
) At the conclusilon of the performance, a ¢collection had been-.

taken for the purpose of buyilng leis for participants in the
coming march on Washington. . e :

o On November 10, 1953, ROBERT McBURNEY KEMPA,
| . .. & Former member of the.Communist Party in Honolulu
o - - . from Januvary, 1947, to June, 1953, identified
' . , AH QIEN? McELRATH as a_member: of . the Communist Party .

" 1in 1947, 1949, &nd 195T——

TRy,

: . On August 27, 1963, Mrs. ANNALIE TAPIBOUET, Royal
Grove Hotel, 161 Ulunul, reported that PETE SEEGER and his .-
fanily had stayed at that hotel from August 20 to August 25,
1963, when they departed Honolulu for the Orlent on a world
tour. Mrs. TAPIBOUET stated that SEEGER's reservations had

- D -
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RE: PETER SEEGER

been pade at the hotel by JOHN KELLY, JR. Mrs. TAPIBOUET
stated she did recall that shortly after SEEGER had arrived,
he had telephoned to ROBERT McELRATH of the ILWU, but she had
not observed any other pertinent contacts on the part of

SEEGER., ;
» 1953, ROBERT McBURNEY KEMPA
IcELRATH as having been a Communist

On Novembela]
identified ROBERT/
ngty\member T L

This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions 

of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency, : - » ‘

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 5
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FE‘DERAi. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Honolulw, Hawail

File No. - September: 11, 1963

Title: - PETER SEEGER

Character -
Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated

September 11, 1963,  at Horiolulu.

All sources (except any- listed below) used in referériced
communication have furnished rellable information 1n the past.’’ '

This document contains neilther recommendations nor.coenclusions of:
- the FBIL., It is ‘the property of the FBI and:'1s -loaned to your:
agenecy; ‘1t .and 1ts contents. are not to be distiibuted outside
your: agency.. ' o P
M . o . ’ b & v Y N g

"y, "' - M ) -.'. 4.: ,’.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE -~
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
Paris, 8, France
Date: August 14, 1963
To: Director, FBI (100-200845)
From: Legat, Paris  (100-1871) (RUC) j

Subject: PETER SEEGER
SM - C \

\

ReBulet to State Department 7/1/63.

This is to advise that pertinent information regarding
the subject's background and itinerary was furnished to

e "v~~-w«~1FOIA(bX7)-fD)|

| on 7/9/63.

They were requested to advise us in the event the subject
comes to their attention during his visit here. Subject o
has not as yet come to the attention of these agencies. _‘ﬁsff
In the event they receive any information of interest to éi;ﬁf”
the Bureau, this office will be advised. gf

3 -~ Bureau (cc: Liaison)

1 - Paris
NWP:md / ,
(4) . e _ (n°
4 0-200845- [0
25 AUG 211963
o | - ¥ .
] 3 A:'G e

.Copy to./

| ‘ E};}ymin'g slip f
: ' info getior
L 7 Z
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UNITED STATES GOVERNM _‘T

MemOrana’um

%

fX;O : Diraﬁmr,fBI ( 100-200845) DATE: 8-14-63
{/gaiaoM : Legal Attache, Bonn ( 100-1111 ) ( RUC )
sUBJjecT: PETER SEEGER
SECURITY MATTER - C

o

—~

Reference Bulet to Department of State, 7-1-63.

Enclosed are copies of the following regarding subject:
Letterhead Memorandum dated Communication dated
?
This information was received by Legal Attache . i
(date)

Source agency in letterhead memorandum or originator of communication ¥

hy 1oL m

! is: !
. \i
| [FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ] | )
- | 'i
§
é ‘
- — — Gy 1002008 F5. /
Enclosed 1s classified By source. [ ] See Remarks:
Local distribution: ! Q,
RN 8 AUG 19 ‘1963 ;
. . . . . . o ¢ ) . ]
Restrictions to dlstrlbut}on. | <}¢, _ }
. Remarks: The above-checked sources were alerted to subgec&?
travel on 7 10-63. Any information recelm@d‘"hbl -~ f
be repor _ R S |
w , 9 3o, T e -
' s ""§q . ve biARS
) S AR ' i
i

i

, 3 - Bureau (Enc. )
; |

(1 - Liaison)

JNw: 11281%Doc1dJ51g@qg,§,§6P
\_ﬁ




. OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . , “Soio-108 ;""C,‘,—‘ = 3 "
GSA.GEN. REG. N.O. 27 ) r—\l /r’"\‘
UNITED STATES GG\/;RNMENT -
Memorandum
TO  : Director, FBI (100-200845) DATE:  8-14-63
%W Legal Attaché, Madrid (100-463) (RUC)

SUBJECT: .PETER SEEGER v
“SECURITY MATTER - C

ReBulet to the Department of State dated T-1-63.

.Under. date of 7-10-63 pertinent information
regarding subject's travel to Europe was made available

.’jg DSOS UUR U »-‘—-»~»|<FOIA(b)(75- (D)|

-In view of information contained in New York
letterhead memorandum dated 7-26-63 that subject definitely
is not going to visit Spain during the tour, no further
action appears necessary by Legat, Madrid.

4 - Bureau (1 - Liaison Section
1 - New York,  100-83801)
.1 - Madrid o
SWP:HD
(5)

z N

L oy 200845~ DG
| , n /00~ 2ooffS 2
Copy to ;& UFM y ]]6‘ | — IO
by , rting slip fé/
' dﬁ'rtef_é/ggjgtjon /
by ﬁ/:Lf;/MW\/ “

| NW: 12819 DocIdzg%O@m%fﬁ
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 P 5010-106
. MAY 1962 EDITION i
GSA GEN, REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES Gr\ERNMENT | ’ /—\ C F/
M emorandum g

oy -

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) DATE: 8/14/63

FROM SAC, WFO (100-23658)(RUC)
SUBJECT; PETER SEEGER
e SM-C

(00:NY)

i ReNYlet 6/24/63 requesting WFO review subJect'
435  passport file. .

g;%{.» Enclosed for Bureau and New York are 8 and 2 copies
respectively, of LHM reflectlng passport review conducted
Q%// by IC JAMES W. MURRAY.

In addition to the information contained in the
LHM, Mr. SEEGER's passport file reflects that on April 18,
1960, Mr. LEONARD B. BOUDIN, New York Attorney, telephoned
Mr. ROBERT D. JOHNSON, Chief Consul, Legal Division, Passport
Office, and inquired about the extension of subject's
Passport Number 1780911, issued on 9/8/59, it being noted
that it had been limited for one year or until 10/10/59,
because subject was out on bail - contempt of Congress
charge. Mr. BOUDIN stated that the passport had been issued
after subject had obtained court permission to leave its
jurisdiction, and he wanted to know if the restriction
could be removed entirely. }é%

By letter dated 4/20/60, Mr., JOHNSON advised
Mr. BOUDIN as follows: %,..I believe that to delete the
time limitation placed in Mr. SEEGER's passport in accordance
with Judge HERLAND's order you should submit a certified
copy of an order vacating or modifying the restriction
against his leaving the jurisdiction of the U. S. District
Court for the Southern District of New York. Upon receipt
of this order we can take appropriate steps to extend the

passport. ¥ A§>) | . 6
| EC 3 -

£2> Bureau (Enqggg" o R /4£f?£) ab éﬂ?fm} o / ﬁ(

2- New York (400~ 83801)(Enc.2)(RM) e il

) WFO é)%
SOMUEL e B,

w

outing slip fo /OM .
NW: 12819 Doﬁd{‘ Jpserreetes o

by 64:[/0/-””'/;-/  _




WFO 100-23658

On 4/20/60, Mr. BOUDIN forwarded subject's passport
to Miss FRANCES G. KNIGHT, Director, Passport Office, 1717 H
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., requesting that "the passport
now be extended for the full statutory period of three years
from September 8, 1959, and that the special limitation be
removed from the passport.”

on 5/5/60, Mr. JOHNSON again directed a letter to
Mr. BOUDIN, advising him to "submit the order and we will
remove the time limitation.,”

The next piece of correspondence in file is a letter
dated 9/8/61, from Mr. BOUDIN to Miss FRANCES G. KNIGHT, which
reads as follows:

"Dear Miss KNIGHT:

Some time ago I believe that we deposited with your
office the passport of PETER SEEGER with the understanding
that it would be returned and validated for travel whenever
the court permitted such travel in the light of the indictment
and pending appeal in Mr. SEEGER's case.

We are now in receipt from Mr. SEEGER's counsel,
Wolf, Popper, Ross, Wolf & Jones, Esqs., of a motion made in
the Court of Appeals granting Mr. SEEGER leave to leave the
jurisdiction of the Southern District of New York and to
travel to Europe, and of a letter from Mr. SEEGER's attorneys
indicating that the motion was granted subject to the condition
precedent that Mr. SEEGER appear upon notice.

Would you be good enough to return to us Mr. SEEGER's
passport validating it for travel up to and including
November 25, 1961."

On 9/19/61, Mr. JOHNSON directed a letter to Mr. BOUDIN
advising him that inasmuch as subject's passport was originally
issued on 9/9/59, it had expired and it would be necessary
for subject to execute a renewal application.

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 11 -2 -




WFO 100-23658

On 9/21/61, subject executed the renewal form
indicating that he desired to travel to the United Kingdom
(England, Scotland, Wales) and the Netherlands for a five-
week business trip. He indicated that he would depart from
the Port of Montreal, Canada, by ship on October 13, 1961.
He was scheduled to return by air. He listed his wife,
residing at Dutchess Junction, Beacon, New York, as the
person to be notified in the event of death or accident.
He listed his permanent residence and mailing address as
being the same as his wife's. He advised that he had
made "a dozen or more short trips - several days each -
United Kingdom" from 6/20/59 to 10/9/59.

Copies of photo will be furnished New York by R/S.

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 12
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UNIT_D STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ju_{ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C..
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. : bAugust 14, 1963

PETER SEEGER

File maintained for subject at Passport Office,
United States Department of State, was reviewed on July 29,
1963, and contained following information:

Passport Number D453486 was issued to Peter Seeger
on June 17, 1963. It is not valid for travel to Albania,
Cuba and those portions of China, Korea and Viet-Nam under -
Communist control. It will expire June 16, 1966, and may
be renewed for two years. ‘

Application for passport was dated May 22, 1963,
at Poughkeepsie, New York, and contained following information
as indicated by subject:

He was born May 3, 1919, at New York, New York.
His permanent residence was Box 431, Beacon, New York.
(4258 ENRLMHA LD, THetor O Prs 1647)@
Hi rents-Wére shown as: % L A
| | 4=

ézggét er: /Charles Lew;§g§§§g355=born December 14,
. 1886, at MexicorCity,..Mexico. -
Mother: Constance DeClyvv sony-born=E—rtomazl
“NBVEEBEFﬂiﬁquSQG%méiwpggve?, Colorado. N
, Mg?ig”” He was last married July 20, 1943, to Toshi-Aline
%Oht%‘ eger, born July.l,..1922,.at.Munich, Germany. Marriage
‘ erminated.  Boyx 2/, Beptons, p.Y
A, Te7e A S 70— i)
He intended to depart from the Port of San Francisco,
California, on August 19, 1963, by air for a stay abroad of

ten months for a “concert tour."” Proposed itinerary was shown
as: Australia, Japan, India, Africa, Israel, Italy, France,

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 13
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WFO 100-23658

Greece, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Sweden, Russia, Holland,
Great Britain, and Denmark.

He was described as follows:

Height: 6114n
Hair: » Brown
Eyes: Brown
Marks: 3 None
Occupation: Musician

He listed his father, residing at 15230 Earlham
Road, Pacific Palisades, California, as the person to be
notified in the event of death or accident.

In applying for his 1963 passport, subject utilized
form DSP-11 revised in December, 1961, Such form contains
no statements or questions regarding Communist Party membership;
however, it does contain a *warning” regarding provisions of
Section 6 of the Internal Security Act of 1950. Pages 3 and
4, one of which contains the warning'" were missing and,
accordingly, it is not known whether or not subject actually
saw the "warning.?

This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of

the FBI and is locaned to your ageneyi
it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 14 -2 -
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UNITED STATES GOV [MENT

- Memorandum

Director, FBI (100-200845)

: Legat, Tokyo (100-236) (P)

supjecT: PETER SEEGER

SM -

C

paTeE: 8/9/63

Rebulet to Director, Bureau of Intelligence and
Research, Department of State, dated 7/1/63.

Fbllowing sources in Japan have been alerted re
possible visit of- Subject:

. [FO1A®)T)- (D) ]

Bureau will be advised of any pertinent information
recelved from sources. '

L - Bureau

gl - New York, 100-83801)
1 - Foreign Liaison)

1 - Tokyo
HIC /mer
(5)

M»

‘ %v’ 12%18[@4@%17683@6 Page 15

REGEY




/N i T

/o Yy AR
’ LS

{ OPTIOKAL FORM NOY 10 (%, ., S

' .. 5010—!04—01

' e f'-UNITED STATES GO Y“RNMENT

| iy

-/ Memoranuum

" DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845)
e
!

{

L i1\ susjECT: PETEﬂ SEEGER [
vy .

Y SM - C

/% ’ ' (o0:

New York)

SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (P*)

DATE: 8 /9 /63

ReNYlets to Bureau, 6/24 and 7/26/63, Bulet

to State Department, 7/1/63.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and
15 copies of a letterhead memorandum reflecting additional
infomation as to captioned subject's plans to travel '

abread.

No copies of this letterhead memorandum are

being included for other offices inasmuch as it is felt
all interested offices have previously been furnished

with pertinent data for their 1nvestigation.

The source‘mentioned in attached letterhead.

memorandum is whichis |

The»infOrmation received was o

Co to‘Jﬁég @I// 44%/ ]0511' Mg
y routing slip fo 8,,.! 2/
\.@@#&FMX/ @//m A,

. obtained by SA THOMAS NOLAN, Jr. on 7/31/63. |

4é2v¢4l/ i
CC TO: Oy Ao 24 i
REQ. REC'D "2-/§ (o .
/ JUL 26 oY : 3
S ko s 11 I
=5 00-Jgg L=l
\J gzg;}wBureau (Encls. 16) (RM) REC- 117 ® G110 |
\ 1 - New York ( — — |
CRS:dtz | ' 0%\
(3) e %@ﬁ‘“ e
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
In Reply, Please Refer to A New YOI‘k , New. York
Fie No. , August 9, 1963

Bureau 100~-200845

New York 100-83801

Peter Seeger

. A source who has furnished reliable information
in the past furnished the following itinerary for Peter
Seeger on his forthcoming world concert tour:
August - West Coast, Canada, Hawall
September - Australia
_— October - Indonesia and Japan
November - Japan and India

Décémber -~ Kenya, Uganda, Tanganylka, Nygeria,
Ghanda, Gulnea

January - Israel and Italy
February 4‘Great Britian and Scandanavian countries
March - Bulgaria, Rumanis, Poland
April - Poland and Czechoslovakia
May - Russia
June - return to New York via London
This “coument contans nelnnny pmecommendations
noy :.ovi-lusicns of the Failarel Suweau of Inves-
tigotior. Wi is the preoperiy of the Federal
-\ Bureau <f Investigation and is lozned to your

agency; it and its conkents are not to be
; distributed outside your agency.

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 17
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e -~ UNITED STATES G(’;v AERNMENT 4

P -
Memorandum | N

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) DATE: 77 /26 /63
SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (-p*-)

PETER SEEGER

SM~-C
(OO :NY) ‘
ReNYlet to Bureau, 6/24/63. Bulet to State Department
7/1/63. | |
\ Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and twelve
coples and for San Francisco and Honolulu two copies each of

a letterhead memorandum reflecting additional information as
to captioned subject's plans to travel abroad.,

Enclosed for San Francisco and Honolulu is one copy
of NYlet dated 6/24/63, with accompanying letterhead f
memorandum and one copy of Bureau letter dated 7/1/63 |

PETER SEEGER is on the NYO SI and his activities come
within SI criteria.

The information received from the Harold Leventhal
Agency, 200 West 57th St., NY, NY, which is the booking

agency for captioned subject, was obtained through a pretext
by SA JOSEPH E. MORAN on T7/24/63. :

on 7/24/63, SA C. RICHARD STRAUCH determined through -
the Flight Information Office of Trans World Airlines that TWA
has no flights leaving San Francisco going west,

LEADS - cctor O af .
SEE REVEPSE SInF FoR Rew FeeD dlo L3
HONOLULU ADD. DISSEMINATIGH, s AUGZ 71363
At Honolulu, Hawaii ' /;74;f;;¢) C%%_,/~

Will verify subject's arrival in Hawaii on 8/20 or 21/63,_
and report in form suitable for dissemina%ﬁon of subject's

Cg)- Bureau (100- 200845;$Encls. 13)(Rm)/&0 aﬁfﬁ,ﬁ ; #,,/0‘/

Honolulu (Encls.;:5)(RM) (AM)
2 - San Francisco (Endls. SO(RM)(AM)
1 - New York (100- 3801) B ae
CRS:tml : L _iﬁg

(7) Cop%%w @_“4 "-- 41- 7&. 2 o
Eﬁiw st !;1 {or iy '-/ W .
}ng_ : jj(ﬁ%é?%} OXBEPGRE 18 i Cbkh~‘t&2;ﬁ*§




TR

NY 100-83801 |
activities, mode of travel, and itinerary. |

SAN FRANCISCO

A%t San Francisco, California

Will determine subjéct's itinerary and mode of
transportation as well as activities while in San Francisco
8/17-19/63, and report in form suitable for dissemination.

i e

NW: _1‘2'819 Docld: 70000356 Page 19
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In Reply., Pléase Refer to
. File-No. '

/-—~ . f>\
\ + .
UL._TED STATES DEPARTMENT O} JUSTICE

T

FEDERALIBUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New York, New York
July 26’ 1963

Bureau 100-200845
New York 100-83801

Re: Peter Seeger
Security Matter - C

Information received from the Harold Leventhal Agency,
200 West 57th Street, New York, New York, which is the
booking agency for Seeger, reflects that Seeger is presently
on a concert tour in the United States and must be in San
Francisco, California for a concert on August 17, 1963. He

‘also must be in Hawaii on August 20 or 21, 1963. On his

world concert tour which Seeger is scheduled to take after
leaving San Francisco on or about August 19, 1963, he plans to
visit Hawaiil, Japan, Australia, Russia, Rumania, England, Italy,
Eastern Europe, -two African countries (which ones not yet known).
Seeger is definitely not going to visit Spain on the tour.

He will return to the United States in the Spring of 1964,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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Routing Slip

FD-4 {(Rev. 10-13- 58). Date OO, V7 177 S ; ' |

E_)g ‘ . L :
Director BUFILE #100m200845. ..o | |

I T Y oS Title ..PETER.SEEGER................
CIASAC s SM - C
D ISUDY e oo —
‘t/{ ' [ 1Steno oo
I 05 7 S

ACTION DESIRED
- Acknowledge | Open Case

Assign.......Reassign........... Prepare lead cards
Bring file Prepare tickler
Call me | Recharge serials
Correct Return assignment card
Deadline ....ccoeveeermeicnriniecennnes Return file
| Deadline passed Return serials
[ ]Delinquent Search and return
[__1Discontinue | See me o
L1 ﬁ)itlpeedife %gend Sergl % GJ”Q e
For information S‘ﬁbmltF‘newEhurge out
[ lnitial & return Jubmit repart by ...

Leads need attention , ‘ ype

Return with explanation or notation.as to actiopn taken.
ReBulet to Department of State 7/1/63,,

o

HDHHHD

. t PR
[FOIA(D)(7) - (D) |- o[

Paris 100-1871 (P)
REP:1j
(2)

(9& . 'ﬁf S'S el ‘\"

¥ _See reverse side Offlce Legnt. Paris.. \\\

e } Y : \\\
5.4 JUL 241963 PSRN B .
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vr_, o e e ’,,, R . e e e e Tadann T
?gﬁﬁgffﬂolssﬁ \ Date ... /Qi/53
é i
gg @Dlrector(lowufﬁlmg NO 236
Atte oo @
L_JSAC .ot Title .PETER..SEEGER
[ JASAC o Mo, SECURITY MATTER - ¢

ACTION DESIRED

:]- Acknowledge E Qpen Case

Assign......Reassign............ [ Prepare lead cards ~
Bring file , I | Prepare tickler g
Call me [ Recharge serials ~ 4
[ | Correct Return assignment cardp] /
I Deadline... Return file ' ‘
[_]Deadline pussed L] Return serials A |
[ ]Delinquent oo 5@ Search and return
] DlsconhZue g- 2 fy [ 1See me g Ty
[__] Expedite NOT RmMSeruuls ’C’D ‘
File
| Eor information ‘JUL lmﬁubmlf new churge out ™

Leads need attention
Return with explanation or notation as to action taken,

NYO LHM dated 6/24/63 this date disseminated to
following:

Initial & return 1 Submit report by ...
e = S
E%pae

' %rhrold. L. Child,. Jo..
ﬂéf] Tegal Attache
: See teverse side

| 6ff|ce Tokyo..
5 5 JUL171963
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1 - Liaison

REC- 120 ! .‘ R 1 - Mr. Haack

. (SC) 100-200845 — [6C 1 - Mr, Krupinsky

\f Daté:  July 1, 1963 N B

r‘ %/‘b . 'Birectﬂﬁ. . -~ : ' (‘%‘T"k

y : s Burgau of Intellxgence ané Research (A

oo Department of State -

} i  From: wééhn~Eagaf'ﬁsovex, Director

{ T _

ﬁ ..‘Subject: P@TER SEEGER ~ -

: SR SEEERITY MATTER - €

f

v v - .

‘ Reference is made to 1nfarmat1®n prevnously furnlsheﬂ

| to.you and the Central Intelllgemce Agency (CIA) concerniﬁg the

% — captxened 1ndnv1dual

‘ - Enclssed f@r your ﬂepartment and €CIA is a-copy of a -
*memorandum dated June 245 1963, concerning the centemplamed travel '
abroad-on the part of Seeger. No-additional infermation has been o
recenved regarding hxs exact itnnerary - ‘

. ' o . A

— ‘This matter has been referred to- the Legal ttaches at

| Bonn, Lonﬁen, Madrld, Paris; Reme,«and Tokya for cantact with |
& apprgpriate ‘securi @servnces 0 receive any pertnnent informatien |
that they way develep regarding Seeger while he is in the areas L
g covered by those-Legal Attaches. However, this Eureaﬁ would
‘appreciate any- pertznent 1nformatten that YOu may YeCQKVe
regardlng Seeger in other eoantrles where he may travel

BY. COURIER SVC.
81 JuL-2

- Upon removal of the classnf&ed enclosure, this - letter
bec@mes &nclassafled

-’R‘okyo (Enclosure)

\H/ Enclosure ' S Z-Romeg {Enclosure)

» . Bl zhﬂami {Enclosure)
ot 1 - ?ﬂgigggriggﬁfifgh;e) A ﬁép;.Zﬂ@énn “Enclosure)
Belnon e elligenice Agency -Loadon(mnfiesare)
Cantanan Attentlbé}I Deputy Director, Plansg 21 2IRaEIRENC ThKure)
Conrad .E WYIr OO ew York (100-83801)
DeLosch I-Forexgn iaison Unit- -~

Gale

Gole (Route through ﬁ?g mﬁv % gﬁ‘j\_wr%

I g %?Eh NOTE, PAGE 2 ~CONFEDENTIAL
Trotter 3

R \9 \$R8d" (R YT

- MAIL ROOM :] Zeervee unit L HEC O

ALL ﬁwmxs nsm: N@g@ﬂ £

([ T T T T
T
2
g
©
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MADRID A SAC

NEW YORK

Enclosed for the Legal Attaches isone cop
New York letterhead memorandum dated-June 24; 1963.
.egal Attaches are instructed to make-every effort to -

~-“develop through sources information regardlng ‘the subject

including advance information concerning travel plans- to
“countries other than those covered by you. '

’heglnformatlon contained in the enclosed ‘memorandum: may  be
rnished to your sources. For your information, on
subject's. name-is included in the Securlty Index of t

R New York’ Offlce.

i 1t1nerary,
erlflcatton of hxs departure from the Unlted Statesﬁas .
well as his return. Submit the results of your 1nve tion -

form sultable for dlssemlnatlon. , : '

‘MSubJect S name is 1ncluded in the SI He was reported

'[gﬁto ‘be a member of the CP from approx1mate1y 1945-to " 1949~w From

oleast the early 1940's to the present tlme, he has: appeared

i 1S an entertainer at numerous affairs sponsored by the. CP and -

' various CP-front groups. Letter classified "Confldentlal"
because the enclosure is so classified on the basis’ that it
contalns 1nformat1on from lnformants the unauthorlzed dlsclosure

_therefore, be detrlmental to the national security.

—CONFIDENTIAEL—

-2~

i NW 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 24
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TO

Memorandum o/

. photograph of SEEGER is available in the NYO.

Cg;kureau (100 200845) (Enci§%§§5) (RM)

ard

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845)  pate: 6/2l4/63

r

SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (P*)

(00: NEW YORK)

4 Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are the
' original and 14 copies, and for WFO 2 copies of &,

LHM reflecting that the captioned subject plans to
travel abroad and would depart from San Francisco,
California, by Trans World Airlines on 8/19/63.

PETER SEEGER is on the NYO ST and his
activities come within SI criteria. A sudtable

The source who furnished information onﬁ& 5»
5/16/62 concerning the subject entertaining at a §§§
mass meeting sponsored by the National Council for
American~Soviet Friendship on 5/10/62 was
(file number where located - |

The enclosed ILHM is classifled "Confldentlal'
because it contains data received from |- |
reflecting that the NYO has coverage of NY CP~u )
activities. The unauthorized disclosure of this

information could reveal the source!s identity and

destroy the effectiveness thereof. This could [FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |

seriously hamper investigation of subversive matters
and thereby be injurious to the national security.

o B8/ 243&54/,5*/50

-Washington Field (Encls

U . )
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 /,)
-3¢ MAY 1962 EDITION .. gr’
L GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 r‘\ . . T X

i *\‘ UNITED STATES GOV __:(NMENT

1-New York (1oo 83801) ) S\BJUN 25 1963
) A S ,\)
&
CRS:pdw «}
‘5) Q‘CC D0/ 1. ~

%Q‘b tREQ RECD S 252E3

| Ayc27 1963
Coe b

¢ A
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NY 100-83801
LEAD:
WASHINGTON FIELD

At Washington, D.C.

Will review the records of the Passport Office,
United States Department of State, for any additional
information regarding the subject.

-0
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, 'New York

June 24,1963

N

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Bureau File 100-200845
New York File 100-83801

—CONFIDENT AL

Re: Peter Seeger
Security Matter - C

Peter Seeger is a self-employed entertainer,
belng a singer of folk songs and a banjo player. He
resides at Dutchess Junction in Beacon, New York.

: The records of the Dutchess County Clerk's
Office at Poughkeepsie, New York, reveal that Peter
Seeger of Beacon, New York, made application for a
passport on May 22, 1963. The records further reveal
that on September 8 1959, Seeger was issued passport
number 1780911, which has been submitted for cancel-
lation. Seeger indicated when making application for
passport that he intended to depart from San Francisco,
California, on August 19, 1963, by Trans World Airlines,
for the purpose of a concert tour and expected to stay
for ten months. The countries he listed to be visited

agsification

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency:; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Re: Peter Seeger

are Australia, Japan, India, Africa, Israel, Italy,
France, Greece, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Russia,
Holland, Great Britain, Sweden and Denmark.

On September 12, 1949, Herman Thomas, a
former member of the Communist Party (CP) of Eastern
Pennsylvania and Delaware (CPEPD) who furnished
information to the PFederal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) for approximately ten years prior to the time
he testified in May, 1954, advised that on
September 9, 1949, Mother Bloor, a charter member
of the CP, stated that Peter Seeger was a member
of the CP in New York. On May 13, 1957, Thomas
advised that it was his opinion that Mother Bloor,
in her reference to Seeger on September 9, 1949,

- unquestionably meant that Seeger was then a member

of the CP.

On December 13, 1954, John Lautner, former
Chairman of the New York State Review Commission,
CP, who was expelled from the CP in January, 1950,
advised that he knew the subject as a CP member from
1947 to 1949,

The "New York Times", on October 11, 1960,
reflected Seeger was in attendance as a delegate at
the First National Session of the National Committee
to Abolish the House Un-American Activities
Commlttee at the Taft Hotel, New York City, on
October 10, 1960,

The "Guide to Subversive
Organizations and Publications"
issued December 1, 1961, by the
Committee on Un~American
Activities, United States House
of Representatives, page 115,
contains the following citation
regarding the National Committee
to Abolish the Un-American
Activities Committee (NCAUAC):

—CONFIDENETAT—
-2
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Re: Peter Seeger

"National Committee to Abolish the
Un-American Activities Committee

"Cited as a 'new organization' set
up in the summer of 1960 to lead and
direct the Communist Party's
'Operation Abolition! campaign.

Seven of the national leaders of
this group have been identified as
Communists.

(Committee on Un-American Activities,
House Report 1278 on the Truth About
the Film 'Operation Abolition'!, Part 1,
October 3, 1961, p. 5.)"

A source has advised that the NCAUAC
changed its name on March 3, 1962, to
include the word "House™ in its name,
thereby becoming known as the

National Committee to Abolish the
House Un-American Activities Commitvee.

On May 16, 1962, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised Seeger
entertained at a mass meeting sponsored by the National
Council for American - Soviet Friendship held at
60th Street and Broadway, New York, New York, on
May 10, 1962.

The National Council for
American - Soviet Friendship
has ‘been designated pursuant
to Executive Order 10450.

Peter Seeger, usually known as Pete Seeger,
is a white male who was born on May 3, 1919,in New
York City, New York, He is described as six feet one
inch, 145 pounds, slim build, brown hair, blue eyes
and fair complexion.




_@ ADLI ESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE '
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. I

I'BI Iiaison:

Re:.

Residence:

FBI File No.:
Washington Field Office:

Passport No.:

Travel Plans:
Port of Departure:

Date of Departure:

Means of Transportation:
Proposed Iength of Stay:

Countries to be Visited:

Purpose of Trip:

~

4

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

4

July 1, 1963

For Information Only
-

Peter beeger

Born: May 3, 1919

Place: New York

Box 431
Beacon, New Ybrk

100-200845
100-2 3658

7/

D45 3486 issued June 17, 1963

at New York

San Franeisco
Mr

Ten months

3

;;6

i

d o
MmMﬂmmﬂf”qmnggggu

‘ Concert tour NOT RECORDED
19 JUL 3 1963

PASSPORT OFFICE

PT/L - Robert D. Johnson .
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Files
PT/L - Robert D. Johnson

o Passport Matter: LPeter Seeger ¢

On June 7, 1963 about 10: I p.m.bir Leonard B& Boudin,} m @X (’ () )
New York attorn telephoned to inguire as 5 £0 ThS STAtUs Of emmem—"""""
“the passport app{icatlon executed by Hr. Seeger at Poughkeepsie,
New York, recently.

Mr, Boudin said that Mr. Seeger is a folk singer who is -
contemplating a tour of some 25 countries. The tour is being
arranged by Harold Leventhal, a New York City theatrical agent. -

About 12:30 p.m. Mr. Boudin again telephoned. He said the
following information might be helpful in considering Mr. Seeger's
applicatlon. In March 1963, Mr. Seeger perfomed at a reception
held at the Polish Embassy where he was introduced to Mrs, Chester
Bowles, Later he performed at a large concert where he met Mr.
and Mrs. Bowles. Mr. Boudin said that Mr. Seeger is very respect-
able and there was, no doubt, in his (Boudin's) mind that from a
cultural point of view it was distinctly in the U.S. interest to
facilitate Mr. Seeger's tour. M /

I told Mr. Boudin I would check.and let him know,
Mr, Boudin told me he was leaving for Mexico on Sunday, next.

Mr. Orrin Bartlett, FBI Liaison, was orally 1nformed of the
foregoing on June 7, 1963,

9'

cer
FBI
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“Liaison. =~
- Mr. Scatterday .
- . 1 - Mr, Haack - o
REC- 73 E -1 - Mr. Krupinsky

. (5¢) 100200845 — 7 (5)
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o
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[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | | o o
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L Peter Seeger, born May 3, 1919, in Manhattan, New York;
is the subject of a security investigation of this Burcau, . He
" is self-employed as an entertainer and singer of: Tolk Songs..
His mailing address is Post Office Box 328, Beacon, New York, -
. and he resides at Dutchess Junction, New York. -~ % o

o

ce g | _ SeegeF was reported to be a member of the Communist.

= & | papty (CP) from approximately 1945 to 1949. From:at-least the

: 2| early 1940's to the present time he bas appeared.as af emtertainer
- 8 |lat numerous affairs sponsored by the CP and varidus € front

BY| COURIER SVC.
APR

&
co |l groups.

s _ On March 26, 1957, an indictment was returned b% the »v
Federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of New York ci arging
Seeger with contempt of Congress in his refusal to answer . )
%ﬁz‘ﬁn@m questions propounded to him by the House Committee on feg-
Un-American Activities (HCUA) on July 25, 1956. On March 29, :
1961, he was found guilty and oniApril 4, 1961, he was sentenced
to one year in prison on each of ten counts, the sentences to |
T run concyrrentlyy, fle gios also fined the costs of the court action.
Ez::om Seeger appealed’ thelisdl eg&gm% g@%}\;‘gﬁgeasedg? F$2h ’e@? bp@,_
s 2 - New York; (100-83801)(See note page 2) D,

HY' " 1 o , | ‘fv\’? J S !
Gere” p! efgn Liaison Unit £ g“§$PIE3‘“@Na93. |
o o 1 : ] SEE NOTE ON YELLOW

= PAGE TWO -ﬂ@
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Uhe' conviction 4ad dismisted the indictment on the growds
that 1t was def, ve and that it did noy sufficiently allege
?fhetaixtho‘rity for the Congressional Committee’s inquiry.

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | o Y o

John Edgar Hoover
- Director

, /advised that Pete Seeger proposes t6
visit Australia’ in September, 1963. AIf you have not .already
doneso, you should conduct'an investigation regarding the
- proposed visit and furnish such .information to the Bureau
in form suitable for dissemination., ‘

‘The subﬁect’s;name,is included in the Security
Index, This case is maintained in a pending imactive
status -and New York i  maintaining cont ith

Department of Justice has not decided

1 ] ‘ _deci as to whether or not
to pursue a=reindictmentiof,theisubject. Letter is
classified'"Gonfidential“ because'inGOming letter is so
classiffedwandrthefinformatiOn;regarding the subject's , o
subversive activities is based upon information from confidential
informants of continuing value to the internal security

of the United States. ’

—

- 2 -

| CONFIDENTIAL
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I 4222 (Rev. 1-22-60) PR 2
. , ~ Federal Bureau of Invest:  ion
; & Records Branch

| ST oL E

::] Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
Service Unit - Room 6524
Forward to File Review

[__1 pfention 24 v |
Lr_z{:fturn to Vi&@wﬁ'{/ . fﬂ./ @5’ ‘

Supervisor Room Ext.

Type of References Requested:

Regular Request (Analytical Search)

All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
Subversive References Only

Nonsubversive References Only

[~ Main i.z‘g_ﬂv—%/l:{eferences Only

Type of Search Requested:

{ [_]Restricted to Locality of
_IExact Name Only (On the Nose)
[:I Buildup [ _1variations

| Subject M x}éf—ae;mM/
? Birthdate & Place d

Address
C Localities '
. ! Searcher P

]  R# Date ,6///7 Initials _=Z>

Prod. ) !

FILE NUMBER SERIAL (

——/
=

fe e [
i Poo P =T
e nr %/2{/5;/
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6 113 (Rev. 6-6-62) °

>

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

. NAME CHECK SECTION
6118 IB
o, 1962
|
| T Mr. R’osen_@“ ” NMr. Scatterday
| __Mr. Malley
___Mr. J.W. Brown
Mr. Sullivan ___Mr. Jahn
~ Mr. Evans ___Mr. Morgan
~ Mr. McGowsn —__Mr. Raupach
—__Mr. McGrath ___Mr. Roderick
Mr. Welte e Mr. Stefansson
— Miss ICLinger[M%a'? O] NfrJ) Dwgods
___Foreign Liaison
850 RD ___Mr. Adams
___Miss Bergamaschi M:Lss Armstrong
___Miss Wright Mr. Dennis
___Miss Dougherty Mr. Flottman
.__Miss Hester Miss Gronquist
___Mrs. Henley Mr. McLean
Mr. Myers
\ f Mr. Parham
) - T Mr. Pritt
Mr. ‘ Miss Ream
” ___Mr, Shay
Mrs. — Mr. Short
. ___Mr. Hurley
Miss Room 2252
___Mr. Papich
‘ ~ Room 845 RB.
f . ___Miss Oakes
. __See Me Please Room 4131 IB
___Call Me Please __ File Review
___Please Handle Room 1319 IB
___Note Status __iFile Unit
R - - and Return Room 1)43 IB
___Reading Rm., 5533fl » - 5531
@ ame Searching
Unit, 6529
___Routing, 7712

(o= FAVAY
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F‘[EDERAL 'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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: REPORTING OFFlCE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW YORK NEW YORK L/10/63 11/10/62 - 3/27/63
TITLE OF CASE ) REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
9, ' C. RICHARD STRAUCH f)zuwTCﬁec
PETER SEEGER CHARACTER OF CASE
-Zl%2773
CC TO'...,.,...- e’. ............. ‘.... ' \.
2P REQ. REC'D_ -2 eGB| SM-C @
i - JUL 26 1964 ’ ’ A
'ﬁ @ ANS.} . : utiis
BY: [ulo zﬂu ‘Rs‘c & o103
REFERENCE: / .
a és
S Report of SA FREDERICK H. STEVENSat NY ij
- = dated 4/2/62.,/ (}-@,Ji 5";
s . 3
&5 -p*- o\ A4
55 o atiah
=95 & ADMINISTRATIVE: _
>3 : .
&?'55 A copy of this report is being diseminated to the
v~}

. USA, SDNY in accordance with a previous request of that

offlce.

The subject ftas alsc appeared as a performer akh
numerous other concerts since the last report on this case
but since none of these concerts were sponsored by

subversive groups, they are not being mentioned._- <:;9 e

Inasmuch as the status of subject's case has not

Gem -PaltyspEpolved as to whether the U.S. Gor 't. intends

A $to _reindict sabgeez this case is beingarred in a pending.

\;
APPROVED

ANE WO 1303 N A,.';A’;%EENT ’ DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE: )

g ;&ﬂ;/zBﬁ'é@ﬁ‘“gsueo 8li5) (RM) /f)uf

005 /5| G b

g S A—SBNY (RM) — it
’”‘;/3L/ New York Yl@O 83801) gﬁ%"hi SR

D

. 8 APR 151903
"'-\(R\L‘» W{’ ~

ALY W

- roAJ
DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT’ BEQ ~ NOTATIONS

or s

R (ke
] B S S - N N 'Y -.. :

nff: M) \\\

' _ ' 00550 Page 595 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—76324-1 .
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NY 100-83801

inactive status by the NYO.
INFORMANTS «

Identity “of ‘Source File Number ‘Where Located .

NY T-1 instant report,” '

NY T-2 100-83801 Ser. 993,/

NY T-3

. \
‘ S .
N K

\ |
|
|
|

| NY T-5 I‘J<;_ﬂ,.||:o.IKA{I:¥):(i7)'(D) |/V

NY '1‘-6J T 100-83801-1023 o

NY T-7
| |

B i
COVERPPAGE ‘ o 5
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A
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NY 100-83801

NY T-8

'NY T-10

100—83§Oi-1o52.//’

100-83801-1062 v

n-o]

|NY T-11 |
NY T-12 ._,_,_;|F6iA‘(bZ 7) -l
NY T=13

NY T-14

-
-
‘ z ‘
-

NY T-15

LEADS ¢

NEW "YORK

NK iﬁ®=§5275-lA-32u////

Z

At New York, New York

Will maintain contact with USA's office for

any information concerning change in status of subject's

case.
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305 (Rev. 1-25-60) -

o T - _
. . '\ L |
\. NY 100-83801 e s » |

1.[x ] Subject's name 1s included 1n the Security Index.
2.[x ] The data appearing on the Security Index card are
current. . A .
3.[i:]Changes on the Security Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
e rx] A sultable photograph [ ] is [_] is not available.
~” 5.Fx7 Careful consideration has been given to each source .
)yl concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those N
Instances where the ldentities of the sources must
. be concealed.
6.[:j Subject 1s employed 1n a key facility and
" is charged with security responslbility. Interested
agencles are . -
7.[X ] This report 1s classified _ confidential because
(state reason)

information furnished by informants NY T-3, NY T-5 through
NY T-8, NY T-11, NY T-12, NY T-14, and NY T-15, included in the
report could reasonably result in identification of an informant
1 of continuing value and thereby compromise his future
effectiveness and thereby be injurious to the national
defense,
8.[ ] Subject previously interviewed (dates)
SubJect was not reinterviewed because (state reason)
his conviction of contempt of Congress charge was reversed
by the Second Circuit Court of Appeals, NY, NY and case is
presently under consideration by the Gov't. reindictment. !

-

9.1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
mending cancellation of the Security Index card.

10.[X ] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall
within such criteria because (state reason)

on 9/12/49, HERMAN THOMAS, FBI informant for approximately ten
- years prior to his testimony in 5/54, advised that on 9/9/49,
Mother Bloor, a charter member of the CP, stated that PETE SEEGER
was a member of the CP in NY. On 5/13/57, THOMAS advised that
his opinion was that Mother Bloor in her.reference to SEEGER
: on 9/9/49, unquestionably meant that SEEGER was then a member
g of the CP (Report of SA WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, Jr., 2/19/58
j at NY). On 4/30/53, former o who has furnished
reliable information in the past, (cert?d)
11.[X ] SubJect's SI card [ ] 1s [x ] 1s not tabbed Detcom,
SubJect's activities [ ] do do not-.warrant Detcom
tabbing. el
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10. (Cont'd)

identified the subject as a CP member active in.the Music II
Section during the latter part of 1949 or early 1950. On
12/13/54, JOHN LAUTNER advised that he knew subject as a CP
member from 1947 to 1949. (Report of SA ARTHUR J. GREEN, JR.,
12/21/56, NY)

The subject appeared before the HCUA in August, 1955,
and refussd to discuss groups before which he had entertained.
On 1/25/56, the subject was cited for contempt of the House of
Representatives for his refusal to answer questions before HCUA,
(Report  WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., 2/19/58 at NY)/

|F0waX?i anuawW:thQ/ié/Beghgé;::::::Jadvised SEEGER had contributed
"$10.00 in February, 19€u;-to-the Citizens Committee to Preserve
American Freedoms. On 6/7/60, | | furnished
information that SEEGER was a member of the Metropolitan
Recreatien Association, and that he had participated in a
May Day Celebration of that group at Camp Midvale on 5/1/60.
The "New York-Times" on 10/11/60, reflected SEEGER was in
attendance as a“delegate at the first national session of
the National Committee to Abolish the Un-American Activities
Committeeat the Taft Hotel, NYC, on 10/10/60. (Report of
LOWELL W, BARTON, 3/7/61, at NY). .

on 4,/30/62, | |advised SEEGER attended a

council at 253 'W. 73rd St., NY,NY, sponscored by the Committee
to Aid the Monroe Defendants which council was held on 4/29/62,
on 5/16/62, [  Jadvised SEEGER entertained at a mass
meeting sponsored by the National Council for Soviet -
American Friendship, held at 60th St. and Broadway, NY, NY.
On 10/6/62, Tass News Agency, NY, NY, advised Moscow, USSR,
that the subject would be travelling through southern part
of the U.,S3, giving a series of concerts.

On 1/11/63, ETHEL KLEIN NEWTON, a member of the ~
CP from 1946 to 1949 and from 9/55 until 9/62, made available
a letter dated 12/7/62 in which SEEGER sought donations for
the NY Council to Abolish the House Un-American Activities
ACommittee,

S
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Report of: ' C. RICHARD STRAUCH Office: New York, New York
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Bureau File No.: 100~ 200845

Title: PETER SEEGER
Character: : SECURITY MATTER - C
Synopsis: Subject resides Beacon, NY, and is self emploYéd-

as an entertainer. On 5/18/62, Second Circuit Court of
Appeals, NY, NY, reversed subject's conviction on contempt
of Congress charge and Gov't. has approximately one year
from date of reversal to reindict subject. No further
information received to date as to -any change in status

of subject's case., Informant advised subject attended

- function sponsored by U.S. Festival Committee, 4/25/62,

Committee to Aid Monroe Defendants, 4/29/62, National

Countil for Soviet - American Friendship, 5/10/62, Citizens

Committee for Constitutional Liberties, 6/7/62. On

-10/6/62, Tass News Agency, NY, NY, advised Moscow, USSR,

that subjJect would be travelling in the southern part of
the U.S. gilving a series of concerts. In 12/62'form
letters malled out under subject's signature asking for .

" donation on behalf of NY Council to Abolish the House
-Un-American Activities Committee. T -

OUP 1
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DETAILS:

I, - BACKGROUND -

A, -Residence -and “Employment -

On March 14, 1963, NY T-1 advised that PETER
SEEGER continues to maintain Post Office Box 328, Beacon,
New York, and resides in Dutchess Junction, New York, just
outside the city of Beacon. SEEGER is self employed as an
entertainer, singer of folk songs.

II. ~ CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS PROCEEDINGS”AGAINST "SUBJECT

On May 18, 1962, Assistant United States Attorney
DAVID KLINGSBERG, Southern District of New York, New York,
New York, adv1sed SA FREDERICK H. STEVENS that on that date,
the Second Circuit Court of Appeals had reversed the subject's
conviction and dismissed the indictment on the grounds that it was
defective and that it did not sufflclently allege authority
for the Congressional Committee's inquiry.

The "Worker" issue of May 22, 1962, page 5,
column 1 - 4, carried an article entitled "Pete Seeger
Wins Reversal" concerning the United States Circuit Court
of Appeals reversal of SEEGER's conviction on contempt
of Congress charges.

"The Worker"™ is an east coast Communist newspaper.

A831stant Unlted States Attorney IRVING YOUNGER
advised SA FREDERICK H., STEVENS on May 31, 1962, that,
during the week prior to the reversal of SEEGER's conviction
and the dismissal of indictment, he, Mr. YOUNGER, was in
Washington, D.C., wheh the Supreme Cocurt reversed ‘the .
indictments in other contempt cases such as SEEGER:!s.
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Mr. YOUNGER stated that this made all such indictments
invalid and that, even if the Government had won in the
Court of Appeals, the Government would have had to confess
error in SEEGER's indictment and dismiss it. Mr. YOUNGER
advised that. the Government has a little over a year in
which to reindict and that the Department is deciding
whether or not to pursue all the reindictments. Mr. YOUNGER
stated tha t he did not know when the decision will be made

Assistant United States Attorney ARTHUR ROSETT advised
on October 16, 1962, that Mr. IRVING YOUNGER, who formerly
handled the SEEGER case 1is no longer with them and that
he, ROSETT, 1s now handling the case.

Mr. ROSETT stated that there has been no change
in the status of the SEEGER case and that he does not
know when a decision will be made. He stated that he will
advise the New York Office promptly when a decision
concerning the matter is reached,.

On March 27, 1963, Assistant United States Attorney
ARTHUR ROSETT advised that there has been no change in the
status of the subject's case. He stated that as soon as a
decision is reached concerning this matter, he will
immediately advise the New York Office. .

FII. ~ “AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

A Miscellaneous*Activities*of"thevSubject*

On March 23, 1962, NY T-2 advised that on
February 16, 1962 CARL HAESSLER paid PETE SEEGER $lOO
which was for "B.D." and "Contempt Appeal".
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The above information is not to be made public
except following the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum.

The source no longer has possession of the
original materlal from which the above information was
obtained.

The person to be subpoenaed for the above
information is Mr. MC LELLAN MORFORD, Auditor, National
Bank of Detroit, Detroit, Mlchigan.

" CARL HAESSLER is characterized as follows:

JOSEPH Z. KORNFEDER, who has advised that he

was a member of the CP, USA, 1919 - 1934, having
been Anglo-American representative to the Comintern
while attending the Lenin School, Moscow, Russia,

. 1927-1930, stated on February 19, 1945, that CARL

. HAESSLER was an old-time Communist originally from
Chicago then New York: According to KORNFEDER,
HAESSLER was one of the more respected members of
the CP although not an open member..

The Plttsburgh Press, a Plttsburgh Pennsylvanla,
dally newspaper, issue of April 17, 1962, contained an

article concerning a concert of PETE SEEGER on April 16, 1962

at the First Unitarilan Church, Shadyside. It was repormed
in the article that among the causes that SEEGER "cried
into h1s guitar" were:

1. Friends who fought Franco in Spaln in 1937
but who did not yleld a foot to the Franco fas01sts°
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2. A yearning to live in Andorra where the
government spends only $4.90afor armaments in its defense.

3. Some satiric jabs at the money spent for the
Polaris missile,.

4, A knotGk at Christian countries where instead of
C%ﬂibailsm they have hangings.

5. A dirge about "some day we shall overcome, we.
walk hand in hand, -but I kngw some day we shall overcome',

,”w-‘ e

the Monroe Defendanta which was held at 253 West 73rd Street,
New York, New York, at the Rlver81de Plaza Hotel

A characterization of the Committee to Aid the
Monroe Defendants is contained in- the appendix
attached hereto,.

"The Worker!" issue of April 24, 1962, page 6,
columns 3 and 4, contained an article entitled "Pete Seeger
to Lead All-Star Concert This Wednesday". The concert

- was scheduled on April 25, 1962 to raise funds for the
United States Festival Committee and was to be held at
Palm Gardens, 310 West 52nd Street, New York, New York.

A cnaracterlzatlon of the United States Pestival
Committee is contained in the appendix attached
hereto.

NY T-4 on May 3, 1962 and NY T- 5 on May 9, 1962, both
advised that on April 25, 1962 at Palm Gardens, 310 West 52nd
Street, New York, New York, the subject entertained at a
Jjazz concert sponsored by United States Festival Committee,
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NY T-6 on May 15, 1962 and NY T-7 on May 16, 1962,
made available information reflecting that the subject
entertained at an affair sponsored by the National Council

- of American.- Soviet Friendship which was held on
¢ (May 10, 1962)at Saint Nicholas Arena, 60th Street and

e er earon

Broadway, Néw York, New York.

National Céuncil of American - Soviet Friendship
has been cited pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

NY T-8 on June 11, 1962 advised that on June 7, 1962
the subject entertained at a "rally to abolish the Mc Carran
Act" sponsored by the Citizens Committee for Constitutional
Liberties which was held at Manhattan Center, 311 West 34th
Street, New York, New York. o 3

2

A characterization of the Citizens Committee
is characterized in the appendix attached
hereto.

NY T-9 on June 138, 1962 advised ~that on
June 14, 1962, at a victory celebration sponsored by the
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, Broadway and 53rd
Street, New York, New York, the subject entertained.

A characterization of the Emergency Civil

Liberties Committees is contanhed in the appendix
attached hereto.
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On August ‘31, 1962, NY T-10 advised that ~# .
July 23, 1962 Camp Woodland Inc., paid PETER SEEGER $50,
the reason for which is not known.

The above informétion ié not - to be made public
except following the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum.

. The person to be subpoenaed in the above
information is Mr. JAMES J, MORANO, Manager, First National
Bank, 72 5th Avenue, New York, New York.

Camp>Woodland is characterized in the appendix
attached hereto. .

- NY T-131, on September 5, 1962 made available
a 1list of names which was obtained during various dates in
August, 1962 and which names were on the partial membership
mailing list of the Metropolitan Recreation Association. .
Among these names was that of "PETE SEEGER, Box 328, Beacon,
New York." :

A characterization of the Metropolitan Recreation
Association is contained in the appendix attached
hereto.. ' .

NY T-12 advised on October 6, 1962 that Tass News
Agency, New York, New York, advised Moscow, Union of Soviet
Socialists Republic, that PETE SEEGER will be travelling
through the southern part of the United States giving a
series of concerts starting some time in October, 1962. ~
Tass News Agency is an official Soviet Government:
news gathering organization with headquarters
in Moscow, Union of Soviet Socialists Republic,
and branches throughout the world.
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NY T-13 on October 26, 1962 advised that on
October 23, 1962 at Manhattan Center, New York, New York,
the subject attended a rally to Abolish the House Un-American
Activities Committee, which rally was sponsored by the New
York Council to Abolish the House Un-American Act1v1t1es
Committee.

The New York Council to Abolish the House
Un-American Activities Committee is contalned
in the appendix attached hereto.

NY T-13 advised on December 3, 1962 that on
December 1, 1962 at New York Council to Abolish the House
Un- Amerlcan Activities Committee. offices, New York, New York,
volunteers worked in sending out letters signed by PETE
SEEGER soliciting money for abolition. ‘ _

The "National Guardian" issue of Dccember 6 1962
page 10, carried an article headed "Amouncing Camp
Webatuck ... Wingdale, New York", in which PETE SEEGER
is listed as Advisor to Music Program

The "National Guardian" is characterized in the
appendix attached hereto.

"Camp Webatuck"is contained in the appendlx
.attached hereto.

"The WOrker issue of December 18, 1962, page 3,
carried an article entitled "1,000 in Conn. Peace Rally"

- in which 1t was noted that PETE SEEGER was one of the

entertainers at the Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford Conhectlcut
on December 17, 1962,
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NY T-13 on December 2, 1962, advised that as of
December 17, 1962, the PETE SEEGER mailing for the New York
Council To Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee
had brought in $781.

On January 2, 1963, NYI"T-14 made available the
following items which had been received by mail from ™\
PETE SEEGER, room 442, 150 West 34th Street, New York Iy
New York.

1. a letter from PETE SEEGER dated December 7, 1962,
urging financial support of The work of the New York Council
to abolish HUAC.

2. pledge card and return envelope for contribution
to the New York Council.

It is noted that the criss cross directory for the
New York Telephone Company- for the borough of Manhattan
reveals that 150 West 3Uth Street is the address for the
New York Council to Abolish the House Un-American Activities
Committee. )

On January 11, 1963 ETHEL KLEIN NEWTON, a member
of the Communist Party from 1946 to 1949, and from
September, 1955 until September, 1962, made available to
SA COULTON a letter dated December 7, 1962 bearing the
signature of captioned subject and seeking support ©& help
build the New York Council to Abollsh the House Un- Amerlcan
Activities Committee.

This letter was in an envelope postmarked
December 11, 1962 and addressed to: '"Miss ETHEL NEWTON,
53 Barrow Street, New York 14, New York.

NY T-15 on January 9, 1963 advised that during
the first week of December, .1962, he received a form letter
on behalf of the New York Council to Abolish the House
Committee on Un-American Activities, which was signed by
PETE SEEGER.
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"The Worker" issue of February 12, 1963,
page 8, column 1 - 2, cothtained an article entitled
'Queens College Head Irked by PETE SEEGER". This article
noted that Dr. HAROLD STOKE, President of Queens College
was backing down on an invitation to PETE SEEGER to
perform at thé First Queens College Fall Festival.

-10-
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1. APFPENDIX

CAMP VWEBATUCK, FORMERLY KNOWN AS
CAMP CALUMET; WINGDALE CAMP, INC.;
WINGDALE LODGE, INC,; CAMP UNITY;
WINGDALE ON THE LAXE, ALSO KNOWN AS

On May 27, 1939, a source advised that Camp Unity
has been controlled by the Communist Party (CP) since its
inception in 1929 or 19830,

Cn April 24, 1956, a second source furnished an
undated flyer entitled "The Wingdaler" published by Wingdale
On The Lake, This flyer reflected that Wingdale On The Lake
occupied the same site as was formerly occupied by Camp Unity.

On June 7, 1956, Mr. JAMES J. DWYER, Office of the
Secretary of State, New York State, reviewed his records and
advised SA JOHN EUGENE PARSONS that Wingdale Camp, Inc. filed
-a certificate of Incorporation number 6036 with his depart-
ment on February 9, 1655. '

On April 27, 1956, a third source advised that
regardless of the name it uses the camp i1s always referred
to as Camp Unity by the CP and that captioned organization
was and still is a Jjoint operation of the National Office
of the CP and the New York State CP.

On November 13, 1962, the third source above
advised that the CP has taken complete control of the
camp and the camp will be essentially a youth camp in
the future. ‘

The "National Guardian" December 6, 1962,
contalned an advertisement on page 10 entitled "Announcing
Camp Webatuck."

The advertisement reflected that the camp located
at Lake Ellis, Wingdale, New York, i1s a camp for boys and
girls from 7 to 16 plus. :

The advertisement indicated that registrations

for the camp could be made at its 01f10e, 505 Fifth Avenue,
Suite 705, New York 17, New York, telephone number MU 7- 0580.
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2. APPENDIX
CAMP WEBATUCK, FORMERLY KNOWN AS
CAMP CALUMET; WINGDALE CAMP, INC.;
WINGDALE LODGE, INC.; CAMP UNITY;
WINGDALE ON THE LAKE, ALSO KNOWN AS

On December 7, 1952, a suitable pretext call was

 placed to telephone number MU 7-0586.

It was determined through conversation with an
unkriown male individual that Camp Webatuck is the new name
for Camp Calumet formerly known as Wingdale Camp, Inc.;
Wingcale Lodge, Inc.; Camp Unity; Wingdale On The Lake,
aka.

The "National Guardian," January 31, 1963, contained
[¥

an advertisement on page 8 concerning Caup Webatuck. This

advertisement reflected that the current office address for

Camp Webatucl is 166 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, New York,
telephone number OR 5-4383.

“12-
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1. | APPENDIX

D
et . ot e e

CAMP WOODLAND

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published as of December 1,
1961, prepared and relesased by the Comnlttee on Un-
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following
concerning Camp Woodland:

"CAMP WOODLAND (Phoenicia, N.Y.)

"1. 'The Commuinist management of six camps
in New York State and another in
California was expcsed by committee
investigations and hearings.' Listed
among these is Camp Woodland, a
children's camp directed by NORMAN
STUDER. L
(Committee on Un-American Activities,
Annual Report for 1955, House Report
1648, January 17, 1956, originally
relﬁﬁsed January 11, 1956, pp. 2 and
10.
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1. | APPENDIX

CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
LIBERTIES

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published as of December 1,
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
Amerlcan ACCl 7ities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following

,concerning Citizens Committee, for Constitutional

Liberties:

"CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR CONSTITUTTIONAL
LIBERTIES (NEW YORK CITY)

"1. 'On the basis of its investigations
and hearings to date, the committee
conciudes that the watﬂonal Assembly
Tor Democratic Rights and a coordinating
and oumanwaing group in support thereof,
titled the "Citizens Committee for
Constitutional Liberties," are Communist
fronts. Created, dominated, and controlled
by members and officials of the Communist
Party, the National Assembly for
Democratic Rights and the Citizens
Committee for Constitutional Liberties
were organized as propaganda devices
for the conduct of "mass activity” in
squowt of the avowed OOJect¢ve of
"reversal or nonapplication” of the
Supreme Court decisions of June 5, 1961,
whilch upheld the. constitutionality of the
registration and disclosure provisions of
the Internal Security Act of 1950 as
applied to the Communist Party, and the
Smith Act membership clause making
punishable active and qupoulve member-
ship in the Vommun¢st Party.

% % % The long ~range objective of the
Citizens Committee for Constitutional
Liberties is to serve as the vehicle

for concealed Communist participation in,
and difection of , propaganda and agitational
activities aimed- to nulilfy the 1n+prna1
Security and Smith Acts.
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" CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
'LIBERTIES (CONT'D)

t¥ % ¥ Jommittee investigation

disclosed that the Citizens Committee
for Constitutional Liberties was formed
on or about June 12, 1981 * % %!
(Committee on Un- American Activities,
Report and Hearings on Manipulation of
Public Opirion by Organizations Under
Concealed Control of the Communist Party
(Natlonal Assembly for Demccratic Rights

),dnd Citizens Committee for Constitutional

berties), House Rerort 1282, Part 1,
October 2 and 3, 1061, pp. 13,, 143 and
i . ,

-15-
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1. APPENDIX
COMMITTEE TO AID THE MONROE DEFENDANTS

A source advised on October 10, 1851, that the
Committee to Aid the Monroe Defendants (CAMD) was formed
during September, 1061, by the Socialist Workers Party
(SwP) in New York City.

Source advised that the aims of the CAMD are
to afford financial support and counsel for ROBERT F.
WILLIAMS and four other defendants who were involved
in a racial inciden® on August 27, 1961, at Monroe,

‘North Carolina. The SWP hopes to dramatize this

incident nationally and internationally through the
CAMD and thus attract individuals to the SVP aims and
principles by playing a leading role in the integration
struggle.

According to the source, the organization and
impetus of CAMD activities throughout the various parts
of the United States such as obtaining sponsors and the
raising of funds, are the resulfs of the efforts of wvarious
SWP branches.

The above source advised on September &, 1962,
that the headguarters of the CAMD is located at 1&8 Yest
23rd Street, New York City.

The SWP has been cdesignated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450,

~-16-
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1. APPENDIX

EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTELD

The "CQuide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published as of December 1,
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, United 3tates House of Repiresent-
atives, Washingten, D.C., contains the following
concerning the Imergency Civil Liberties Committee:

"Emergency Civil Liberties Coumlttee

oo

"1, 'The Emergency Civil Liberties Committes
ig an organization with headguarters in
New York, whosc avo:red purpose 1s to
abolish the Hiuse sittee on Un-American
Aetivities and discredit the FBI. ¥ % %

The ocommi

rtee finds that the Emergency
n2yvil Toiherties Committes, established
in 19591, although representing itselfl

as a non-Communist group. actunily
operates as a front for the Co ni3T
Party. It has repesatedl] asglsted, LY
wmeans of funds and legal ald, Communists
involved in Smith Act violations and
similar legal proce=¢dings, One of 1ts
chief activities has been and still is
the dissemination of voluminous Communist
propaganda material.'

TRRANK WILKINSOMN was called as a witness
he abnpeared in Atlanta as a represent-

ve of the IFmergency Civil Liberties
Committee to propazandize against the
Committee on Un-American Activities and

to protest its hearings. In 1956 WILKINSON
was identified as a Communist Party mewber
by a former FBI undercover agent within the
party. Summoned at that time to answer

the allegation, his reply to allgguestions
was, "I am answering no guestions of this
committee.” This also bscame his stock
reply to questions wien he appeared during
the Atlanta hearings. * ¥ ¥ WITLIINSON has
since been convicted of contempt of Congress
and sentenced to one year in jail.'

-17-
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2, APPENDIX

ERGENCY CIVIL LICERTIES COMMITTER (coNT'D)

'Disputing the non-Communist claim
off the or Lanlvpulon tqo committee finds
that a number of other l“LlVlUUdLS

connected mAun the ECLC also have been
identified under oath as Communists.
¥ ¥ Kt

(Coumittes on Un-American Activities,
bnnual Report Houge Report
187, March 9, : ' )

17T defend the cases of Nommunist law-
b“eaker _ fwpnts have beesn devised
rmeliing special app a’s in wehall of

reachning out far

T of the Commnist
Pa;ud itself. monz these ”Taq¢7auwuns
are she * % % Emergency Civil Liberties
cormittee. lVhen the Communist Da*’ty
1+@el” is under fire thesgs fronts ofler
a bulwark of pLDbbpt¢)“.

(Internal Security Subcomaittes of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handvook for

Americ%%53 S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1850,
». 91,

(.'.LJ.L}_ J

Leyo I

L J R

o

ok
3w Q_x(D
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1. APPENDIX

METROPOLITAN RECREATION ASSOCIATION,
FORMERLY KNOWN AS NATURE FRIENDS OF

AMERICA, INC,

Nature Friends of America, Inc. (NFA) has been
designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

The records of the New York County Clerk's Office,
Supreme Court Building, New York City, reflect that a
certificate of dissolution for NFA was filed with the

Secretary of State, State of New York, on February 23,

1954. -

| A source advised on March 12, 1954, that at a

meeting of the former New York Local of NFA, held on

February 25, 1954, in New York City, a successor organization

known as the Metropolitan Recreation Association (MRA) was

set up and all assets and real property formerly belonging

to the New York Local of NFA were transferred to the MRA .
On November 4, 1957, a second source made available

a copy of the constitution of the MRA, which was adopted in

1957, and which, under Article II, set forth the aims of the

organization as follows:

"The purpose of the association is to
bring together people without regard to race, color,
national origin, religion, or beliefs, having a common
interest in outdoor sports, recreational and cultural
activities, and the fullest use of leisure time for
the furtherance of the welfare and well-being of the
nmembers; to encourage the study of nature and of the
natural sciences, and of the modes of living and
customs and cultures of the people of the United
States, past and present. . . . . ."

On March 26, 1954, a third source made available
a copy of the March, 1954, issue of the "Camp Midvale News, "
official organ of Camp Midvale, Midvale, New Jersey, which,
on page 1, states that the recently formed MRA is the
organization which owns and operates Camp Midvale,

The MRA, as of May 2, 1962, continues to utilize

General Post Office Box 634, New York City, as its mailing
address. '

-19-
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1. ' APPENDIY.

"NATTIONAL GUARDIAN"

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications,"” revised and published as of December 1,
1961, D:epa“bd and released by the Committee on Un-
Amerlpan Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washinrgton, D.C., vo*xtalno the following con-
cerning the "Nat ional Guardian':

"National Guardian

"1, established by the American Labor
Party in 1947 as a "progressive"
weelkly * ¥ ¥, Although it deniles
having any a““vlLatﬂon with the
CommunlsL Party, it has manifested
itself Ifrom the beginning as a virtual
officlal propaganda arm of Soviet Russia.!
(Vommlttee on Un-American Activities,
Report, Trial by Treason: The National
O”mltuce to Secure Justice for the
ROSEB,LRGS and MORTON SOEELL, August 25,
1956, p. 12.)" '

~20-
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1. APPENDIX

NEW YORK COUNCIL TO ABOLISH THE HOUSE
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE _

~ On March 9, 1961, a source advised that the New . &
York Council To Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee T
(NYCAUAC), 150 West 34th Street, New York City, New York, -

was formed at a meeting held in New York City on November. 17, -~ —
1960. This organization was founded principally through the
efforts of FRANK WILKINSON, Field Representative of the

National Committee To Abolish the Ui-Awerican Activitiee

Committee (NCAUAC). :

A second source advised on September 17, 1952, that
FRANK WILKINSON was a Communist Party member as of September,
1952. -

A third source furnished on September 14, 1961, a
copy of resolutions of the New York Councll to Aboli§h the
House Un-American Activities Committee (NYCAHUAC) which were
adopted by the NYCAHUAC. One such resolution affirmed the
intention to continue to work for the abolition of the
House Committee on Un-American Actlvities (HCUA) and to
continue its efforts to broaden the participation in this
fight. Another resolution accepted as a modus vivendi the
swggestion of the Field Representative of the "National
Committee to Abolish the HCUA" (NCAHUAC) namely that local
abolition committees may identify and co-ordinate thei? efforts
as closely as they desire with NCAHUAC, still maintaining thelr
autonomy for as flexible and independent a program as possible.

Various sources have advised during March, 1962, that
Communist Party (CP) members in the New York City area have
been solicited to support activities of the NYCAHUAC during
attendance at @

D

club meetings..
Onno:, £y 1962, thegfirst source advised that the
NYCAHBAC con¢iniidy to function from its office at 150 West
34th Street, New York City, New York.

/
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1. APPENDI

T0E UNITED STATES FESTIVAL
COMMITTEE, INC, (EIGHTH
WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL)

The third 1961 issue of "Worid Youth," a
publication of World Federation of Democratic Youth
(WFDY), reported that the first meeting of the i
International Preparatory Cornmittee (IPC) took place
at Helsinki, Finland, on February 20-22, 19561, to ‘
prepare for the Lighth World Youth Festival to be held
in Helsinkil, in 1202, At the meetingz, the IPC elected
a permanent commission composed of representatives of '
a number of countries including Canada, the United
States as well as representatives of WFDY and the
International Union of Students (IUS).

The IUS with headquarters in Prague, Czechoslovakia,
and the WFDY with headguarters in Eudapest, Hungary, are cited
as Communist organizations in the "Guide to Subversive
Organizations and Publications" dated December 1, 19561,
published by the Committee on Un-American Activities,
United States House of Representatives, Washington, D.C
prages 91 and 177. :

L

A source advised that in April, 1961, DANNY RUBIN,
National Youth Director, Communist Party, United States of

America (CPUSA), advised that CP districts should concentrate
on getting broad groups to sponsor the United States Festival

Committee (USFC).

A pamphlet issued by the USFC describing the
program for the Festival and advised that the USFC was
organized by students and youth leaders at a founding
confeerence at Chicago, Illinois, October 15, 1961, to
publicize and encourage participation in the Helsinki
Pegtival, The USFC had been recognized by the IPC, the
Sponsoring body of the Festival, as the United States
Committee to administer United States Participation in
the Festival. v .

On February &, 19€3, a second source reported
the USFC had changed its address from Room 807, 460 Park
Avenue South, New York, New York, on February 2, 1963, to
Post Office Box 172, Highbridge Station, Bronx 52, New
York.
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‘ UNf’i‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J?ISTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3 vNew Yopk; New York

In Reply, Please Refer to April 10, 1963

File No.

Bu'(lOO—200845%
New York (100-83801)

Title Peter Seeger
Character Security Matter - C
Reference

is made to report of Special Agent
C. Richard Strauch, dated and captioned as above at
‘New York.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
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FD-4 (Rev. 10-13-58)

_ “To T, ,
‘ E:]Director v :

[ 1sac .. SECTION

l:l'Steno
':IClerk ............................
l: Acknowledge
| i Bring file

| Call me

Correct

[ ] Deadline passed
[ |Delinquent
[ IDiscontinve
C__] Expedite

referenced report.

&\ ENCLOSOPH
3

See reverse side .
: A

-
3
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¢ F
Att. SUBVERSIVE. CONTROL

| Assign......Reassign............

Deadline...cccoeevvevveeeveeeeeeennnn

dEL s
Attached are 4 copies of -ame

'

., NY 100-83801
1LE # BY 100-200845

[

Title ...... PETER SEEGER

ACTION DESIRED

[:] 0pen~Cuse g (
| Prepare lead cards 5 fw
=

| Prepare tickler
I | Recharge serials

Return assignment g

Return file

[ ]Return serials A
[ "] Search and return i
[ 1See me _

[ 1 Send Serials..................

File , 1O iriiiirie ittt e e
| For information [ 1 Submit new charge-out -
LT Initial & return (1 Submit report by ..o

Leads need attention, . [ JType .

Return with explanation or n\@fagiyn’!us;g action taken. — (
Re-0-17 dated 4/23/63 and répdrt of SA C. RICHARD
STRAUCH dated 4/10/63,,at NY. : |

- [“Q'ﬁ * 4
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“FD-204 (Rev., 3-3-59)

e

:’/{
Copy to: 1 - h\iA, SDNY (RM) . /,//‘
Report of: C. RICHARD STRAUCH Office: New-York, New York
Date: 4 / 10 / 6 3 / ‘
Field Office File No.: NY 100-838%1 Bureav Tile B 100-200845
Title: PETER SEEGER /
Character: SECURITY MATTER -\ C
Synopsis:

ot
7

UNi rED"STATES DEPARTMENT OF JuwSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Subject resides B ;a on, NY, and is self employed
as an entertainer. On 5/18/62) Second Circuit Court of
Appeals, NY,NY, reversed éhbgec 's conviction on contempt
of Congress charge and v't ha's approximately one year
from date of reversal *o reindict\ subject. No further
information recelved 0 date as td, any change in status -

~of subject's case. nformant advi ed subgectgperf6f@§§> R

at function sponsordd by U.S. Festival Committee, 25/62,.7
Committee to Aid Ménroe Doctrine Deféndants, 4/29/62;5 " re 2
National Council for Soviet - AmerlcaQQFrlendshlp, 5/ 6/62 ‘

Citizens Committée for Constitutional Liberties, 6 /T

On 10/6/62, Tagh News Agency, NY, NY, advised Moscow, USSR
that subject would be travelllng in the outhern part of
the U.S. givihg a series of concerts. Iry 12/62 form
letters mailed out under subject's 51gnature asking for
donation ory behalf of NY Council to Abolish the House
Un-Americ Activities Committee,

NWThJs%&Jn?enD nglrd :.] tQ OQQ}]éQdE@gQO@ §mclusmns of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 1t andl

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES : NT %%;;V

| » 2
Memorar..iiis
To, DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) pate:  10/16/62

/’f /7 _ ] é‘?) ’

HROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (p*) oQI"V “// z,; @(
[ Isuscr: PETER SEEGER - I .
/ SM - C ;‘f'/;

}w)/ \ » (oo: NEW YORK) | 7/7?32 '
19 | o

Remylet 5/31/6&, placing thiSfcase in pending
indctive status.

. AUSA ARTHUR ROSETT advised 10/16/62 that

Mr. TRVING YOUNGER, who formerly handled the SEEGER case is
no longer with them and that he, ROSETT, is now handling
the case. .

- Mr. ROSETT stated that there has been no change
-in the status of the SEEGER case and that he does not know
when a decision will be mude. He stated that he will advise
NYO promptly when a decision concerning the matter is reached.

_ This case is,beingVCOntinued in a Pending Inactive
status. - : . ] : _

A 2z,
L~ B 100-200845) (RM RGN =200 e —
1 Neaeiafgrl(c (100-8380:)L)( ) - REG | / %Z’;;mm@@ ﬁ;% 9 A
. PFHS:mbg T L 00T 191962
(3) ' 5 - . / )
& 7962 | ﬁgw@ﬂqg -
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f)‘ﬁ‘i ; ‘!ﬁ’ v ' Tolson
o § 1l (\B%v. 9-2;;52) Belmont
t kh'kw :5’; ST Mohr
fodt = | i
? ) ECODED"COPY e —
“, Trotter
o : Tele. Room __#
:‘-{" Holmes ,.%F
o le Gandy Fil g
=1 Radio w Teletype v
/
URGENT 10-11=62 6-36 PM JAA
O DIRECTOR 5 AND SAC ATLANTA
FROM SAC NEW YORK 112050
RACIAL SITUATION, ALBANY, GEORGIA, REBUTEL, OCTOBER 10
l , LAST.
¥ ’ﬂ’.z[}kvﬁ/
[ PETER _SEEGER BORN, MAY 3, 1919, NYC, HEIGHT 6 FEET 1_INGH..

WE1GHT 143 POU POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN HAIR, PIMPLED FACE,
PROMINENT RED NOSE, RESIDES DUTCHESS JUNCTION BEACON, NY,
| ‘RELIABLE PAST, FURNISHED INFO OCTOBER 6, 1962,
"~ SEEGER SBHEDULED GIVE SERIES CONCERTS GEORGIA, -ALABAMA,
MISSESSIBP I, NORTH CAROLINA AND STUDENT NON=V.LOLENT
COORDWNATlNG COMMITTEE ARRANGED FOR FIRST TWO CONCERTS,
OCTOBER 10:AND OGTOBER 11 1962, ALBANY, GEORGIA. CHARAGTERIZATION
SEEGER BEING FURNISHED ATLANTA BY AIRTEL, T )

N

RECEIVED' 6:42 PM  MLL

[FOTA(b)(7) - (D) |

S

C/ %mw
" REC-45 /W"X&f?@}/ o f@

o7 SO T

54, OCT 19 1962 o S 0T 15 1962
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographu: systems.
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CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS

&,f U.S. v. PETER SEEGER (S. D. N. Y. ) Q / z
. /
(i Seeger was indicted_on March 26, 1957, for. ;

\

\

Co: is refusal to: |
‘io's}prop inded to him Y. the House
-Americ 't i

NOT RECORDED

O-Ifd. 9-7-6 % ' ‘18AUG21962 '
czfib 2&¢g/ L(ALN%’ ﬂﬂg — ‘
jo-5Lt"

Information included in Internal Secur1ty Division B1-Month1y Wi 2
Status Report as of _é}&w, To (76, 61+ 4

N

\ | Co ' | /g&;_@gz_’_ig“\
-

w18k BHGa 87001862 Page 71
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OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10

©oBOTO-104 | »/r-\\ ff N ‘
UNITED STATES G(“&J“.RNMENT . /\,: - y
Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-2008L45) DATE: 5/31/62

SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (p*)
PETER SEEGER
SM - C

Remytel 5/18/62.

AUSA IRVING YOUNGER advised SA FREDERICK H.
STEVENS telephonically on 5/31/62, that, during the week
prior to the reversal of SEEGER's conviction and the
dismissal of indictment, he, Mr. YOUNGER, was in
Washington, D.C., when the Supreme Court reversed the
indictments in other contempt cases such as SEEGER's.
Mr. YOUNGER stated that this made all such indictments
~invalid and that, even if the Government had won in the
Court of Appeals, the Government would have had to confess
error in SEEGER's indictment and dismiss it. Mr. YOUNGER
advised that the Government has a little over a year in which
to reindict and that the Department is deciding whether
or not to pursue all the reindictments. Mr. YOUNGER
stated that he did not know when the decision will be made.

This case 1s being placed in a pending inactive

status.
| 2
) ST-100 | h )“
s JouTdoo 8“/(“’7%
\ , _ 5 JUN 571962 |

(;Qf{Bureau (100-200845) (RM)

gl

1 - New York (100-83801). .

EEORIUN11 196 5|
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U, §. DEPART

- .

FROM SAC N@ YORK 100 83801
PETER-SEEGER -~

sh - ¢

AUSA DAVID KL INGSBERG ADVISED THIS DATE THAT TODAY
' SECOND CIRCUI'I COURT OF APPEALS REVERSED SUBJECT

"Sj VIC
AND . (Q/SMISSED THE . IND ICTMENé@% ig)UDS TKA/T» IVE

END AND ACK

62 MAY 2 %"‘ 1%@2

v U SOMMUNICATIONS SECTION ﬂ/ : ' - M. Tolson
. C MAY 1 81962 &/ﬂ/ ‘ Q 1}1&1; ﬁ;}rﬁ‘ont_.__’ ;

ISP ' | 35, Comeai

MENT OF

URGENT 5 18-62 8 07 PM JTF -

‘\
/ T VDIRECTOR 19 100 4__0__0_§§__5 »

£
»

s

N - @ ~ = . ""\(":—t‘__"
& ‘ CEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAIIN . , ,.
’ : JUSTICE .

Mr. DeLoach ..
- . Mr. Evans._..._
’ I Mr. Malone
Mr. Rosen

. ; Mo/ Sul)ipert.
3 ? co Mr. Tavel..

’ . Al Mr. Trotter
y . ’ ’ ) 'u|| Tele. Room_
Miss Holmes.
Miss Gandy:

@W

| //jf&,
11N Q .

:\ *i

© IN THAT IT DID NOT SUFFICIENTLY ALLEGE A Auwou@m mmgﬁm

’t»

CONGRESS IONAL COMMITTEE-S INQUIRY.. e L =
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N % SOF“;'_I]OOT:AL FORM NO. 10 |
) 1 UNITED STATES GOC:{NMENT } C» a

Memorandum -

| TO A DIRECTOR, FBI & pate: 5/8/62

| oM SAC, PITTSBURGH (100-14777) -RUC--

| .
SUBJECT: PETE SEEGER

SM - C

(00: NEW YORK)

@%// on 3/27/62, CARL APONE, reporter, "Post Gazette-Sun Telegraph,"
a daily Pittsburgh, Pa. newspaper, advised’ 2SAC. BERNARD C.
BROWN that subgect was scheduled to sing at Pittsburgh,
on 4/16/62, at -the Young Men's and Women's Hebrew
Association, 315 South Bdlefield Avenue. Subject was
sponsored by two Pittsburgh couples, ALLAN and MITZI
TRACHTENBERG, Hampton Street and B and SARAH CORREGAN
Sheridan Avenue. :

the First Unitarian Church, Ellsworth and Morewood Avenu

As noted in attached clippings, the concert- was held at
e‘—’é-ﬂﬂ’
due to a controversy regarding subject's background 3

on 4/11/62 Mrs. MABEL MOFFAT, Nicholson Road, R.D. #1

Sewickley, Pa., advised SA HOWARD S. MEYERJACK that

she attended the Pete Seeger Concert held on 4/16/62; at

the First Unitarian Church. There were 300-400 individuals

present, mostly of high school and college age,including

a number of Negroes. Mrs. MOFFAT -said that the subject'
~[3 songs presented the Communist Party line.

\ Enclosed for the information of the Bureau and New York :
’ are the following newspaper clippings re subjectf concert :s

"The Pittsburgh Press," 4/16, 17, 18/62 .

"Post Gazette-Sun Telegraph,' 4/6, 14, 16, 17/62 3

"Carnegile Tartan" student publication, fetead]

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh,
4/4/ 2.

Files of&the ﬁlttsburgh Office contain no information

identifiableiwith AIEANt aid MITZI TRACHTENBERG and BOB

and SARAH CORREGAN . REC. 41 /&’O- 200 ?4‘

Bureau (Enclo"v;‘,
2-New York (End@s=&7)
1-Pittsburgh '

B4
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By VINCE
. Post.Gazette

at the First Unitarian Ch

In contrast to the uproar
that preceded them, the per-
formances were so uneventful
jthat policemen on watch at'

Goneerts @y §eegem,g

Me/ Gise Co@ﬁegmm

Smger Requests WQED to ]Explam
Cancellatwn of Scheduled ngrams

J OHNS ON

. v
Stafl Writer N

Pete Seeger, a controversial folksmger to whom
the studios of WQED and the auditorium of the
YM&WHA were closed, gave two concerts +last- night

urch-in: Shady51de

has promlsed to send Jhim’ a

lJetter. e
Prior 'to the concerts about

60 - pickets . paraded before

Donald Steinfirst's review
of Seeger concert appears
on Page 16.

WQED and the YM&WHA in
Oakland cairying signs that
bore these ‘legends: -

“Let Freedom ,Ring. Let

the church had nothmg to do
but endure a Iew hours-: of
" boredom.

| Accompanied by -his banjo
~and guitar, Seeger’s songs.
. drew several standing ova-
"tions from an’ audience in
‘iwhich listeners of college age
predom‘inated

Jom In Smgmg

Numbering about 450, they
lfrequently joined the artist in!
songs ~which, 'he explained,
“deal with where we came
from and where we’re goihg.”

In an interview with the
Post-Gazette during it ‘ermis-
Ision, Seeger .was terse in his
‘reaction to the controversy
over him. Referring. to the
]WQED and YM&WHA bans
.on him, he said: *
! “T ‘am appalled that an edu-
cational institution would not
want to take on anything
' controversial.

Wants Explanation

. 4T feel sorry that some
people had to go to a.lot of
extra trouble, However, I feel
‘that in the long run it might
ibe an educational experience. |,
You can learn from everything
—even a- crisis.’

-Wishing to drop the matter
there, he said, “Everything I
have to say I say on my pro
ogram.” 7

However, Seeger said that
he has requested WQED to

ConcEA R R DAGIR

‘@ont’d on Page 8 Column 5)

Seéger. Sing.”

And—“Don’t Judge Art by
Politics.”

 The word “Judge? on one,
sign was misspelled: and read |
MJudgde » . e . ‘[
Al Bennett Jr,, who 1dent1
fied "himself as a student ‘at
Pittsburgh Theologlcal “Sem-
inary; said the pickets were
thigh school students -and stu-
dents from the seminary, Pitt,
Tech, Chatham and Duquesne

Defied Congress Group :

Seeger 42, was convicted of
contempt of " Congress in
1961 after he refused to:an-
swer questions asked by the
House Un-American Activities
Committee about his alleged'
Commumst ties..

Sentenced- to one. year’ s im-
prisonment, he appealed and |
is now free under $2,000 bond.

Seeger originally was sched-
uleéd to appear. on. WQED’s'
“Dimple Depot,” :a- children’s
program, at 4:30 p. m. yester-
day. A ‘spokesman for WQED
said, his appearance was can-
celed because of protesting
phone calls and letters

Asked to Find Another Hall

{ His concert was scheduled
originally at the YM&WHA
for ‘last’ night. Promoters,
Robert Coxzegamr @nd Allan
Trachtenberg, rented the audi-
torium. Dr. A. J, Auerbach
Jperatmg dlrector emphasized

NS R o

i sors ‘that
the .concert, -after expenses, |

o

.

DTy ——

‘However,. after the con-
troversy over Seeger’s con-
; cert becaffie moredacute, Dr.
.Auerbach said that the -
: YM&WHA had asked . the

sponsors to find a new loca-
,tlon and they had agreed

This was denied by Corregan

'and Trachtenberg, who issued t

a statement that said:

“As sponsors of the Pete |

:Seeger concert, we wish. to
make it clear that we did not
‘agree to the cancellation by
the YM&WHA of the use of
“its hall. s
b “We were given no altema
itive -but ,to make other ar-
‘rangements, We welcomed the
tg enerous invitation of the
. Unitarian Church to. use its
'facilities.”

The board of trustees of the
{First Unitarian Church issued
/a statement - that it voted to
{offer its facilities for the
Seeger concert' for the follow-
{ing reason:
| .

i “Popular Pressure” Rapped

i “We wish "to emphasize !
i that we take this action not !
‘m defense of Seeger or his|:

vv1ews but in defense of due
iprocess and free speech, in
idefense of the principles that
,a citizen should be judged by
{courts, not by popular pres-
|sure.-That a singer should be
ljudged by his performance
land not by his .alleged politi-
lcal activities.”

| The board further said it
‘had arranged with the spon-
ceeds from

!would be contributed by mu-
! tual agreeinent to' a non-pro-
lﬁt non-partlsan orgamzatlon

!

J 60—
ENCLOSURE

0?45

Name of Newspaner
Post -

Gazette and

Sun_-=_Telegranh

City and °tate
Pittshureh. Pa.

Date 1L/17/62

Edition Final

Author of Article

Vince Johnson

Ed i t 0 I’__A,nd_nemv Rernhs Ptl

Title of Case and
Character

PERE SEFGER

SM-C

Pittsburegh Division

-
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= --Post-Gazette Fhoto

| Picketing at YM&WHA yest,er_';lay ﬁreceded Seeger’s concert at Unitarian.Church.

i

i
1
H
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S Many Did " Want
i To Hear Seeger - .
i In an artiele—Azmew 14, the
: Post-Gazette quoted “a spokes.’
man” ~ for 'educational tele-
vision - station . WQED as
T . - stating, in regard to their can-
e cellation ¢of a Tnon-paying per-
formance by ‘the noted folk--
singer Pete Seeger:
" “From .the number’ of pro-
testing telephone calls and
letters we ‘have received, the
public apparently does not .
want to hedr him.” ,
»Co’nsiderjngthat by 9:45 p.
m. of the evening before the
Post-Gazette article appeared,
79 persons had: called the sta- |
tion to protest their decision |
'(in response to'the announce-
ment carried ir an -evening
;Pittsburgh paper that same
iday), it appears in fact that a
: t"very,large number of persons
! i lcertainly would like to hear
this artist perform. . {
Only one person had. called !
WQED by 9:45 to “express |
support of the station’s de- |
cision. The Post-Gazette news i
peg to the article, “Accused \

\ of * Commie . Ties,” strongly
suggests . (ds does—the "story
itself). that the decision was
made on the basis of Seeger’s
refusal to. answer_tha_anag.
itioning of the extremely con-
jroversial House Committee
%n ‘Un-American Activities, a
i Yody that may well be. un-
G nsti!tqtional. ST e
i Are we in Pittsburgh going,
10 sanction. discrimination by
i gur educational television sta-
‘ #on against an artist because
Of his political beliefs? Who
. @re these' many people who
vish to judge an artist.by his
politics rather than his abili-
| fies, in the fashion of the Com-
. munists whom they claim-
i (and. no doubt honestly be.
| iieve) to be opposing?
Mr. Seeger continues the
merican folk tradition, such
An  important part of our
merican heritage, :

fALFRﬁ-%%FEENNETT, JR.
© Student, Pittsburgh Theo-
' logical Seminary, East
. Liberty.” - . .
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¥Wame of Newspaper
Pogt - Gazette and

_Sun - Telegranh

"1ty and State
|__Pittshuroh, Pa,

Date hW/17/62

Edition Final

Author of Artigle.‘v

‘Editor__andrew Bernhard

Title of Case and
Character

PETE SERGER

SM-C

Pittsburgh Division
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- left the Weavers.to go out on hlSJ
;-own as a soloist -~ a lone  voice!

Seeger Sings
In Pgh. Coneert

o It’s been a long hme since Pete

! Seeger sang. here in- Pittsburgh.

i Last time, he -performed with

{:,onny Teny, the great harmonica

i player and singer, Pete Seeger will.

I be back again on Monday, April

I 16, at the YM-WHA in Oakland at

| 8:30- p.m. This concert will be a
solo performance,

Today, folk music is very popu-

- Jar. it ‘wasn’t always so. For many

years, .the finest musicians in this§

tield, such as Woody ‘Guthrie,
Huddie Ledbetter (Leadbe]ly) Blo‘
‘Bill Broonzy, and Pete Seeger
sang . only fo small - audiences.
Leadbelly, Big Rill, and Woody |
aren't qmgmg anymore - but Seeg-
er remains as one of the pioneers

of folk music 'stil] singing today.|

-Since the early days when he

started with Allan Lomax in the)
.lerary of Congress, he has been.|’

devoted to the collection of folk
-songs. He has, perhaps, recorded
more than any other folk artist.
Some people remember him as a
member of - the Almanac Singers,
'but more know him as the organ-
izer of the Weavers, a quartet in-
cluding hlmself Lee Hays, Ronnie’
"Gilbert,” and Fred Hellerman. The
Weavers really brought folk
music to “the attention -of  large
audiences. They remain one of the
major: mﬂuences in this hdd to-
~day.

Several years ‘ago, Pete’ Seeder

* singing out the music of pedple’ m"

t

- America and other lands, accom-

panied by bamﬁiﬂzr, recor der‘
"ete.

LA—»’“\-—%‘.—————-._
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formances by Pete Seeger, a
_Iolks1nger who was,'t_:on,vlcted
for contempt of Congress

after. he. refused to answer
questions about-alleged Com-
munist ties, T.was . cance]led
yesterday :

A spokesman for WQED
educational television station,
said that Seeger's appearance
on “Dimple Deépot,”. a .chil-
‘dren’s program scheduled for
'4:30 p. m. Monday, had been
cancelled by publlc demand

Cltes Phone Protests

" “From the number’ ot pro-
testing telephone calls’ and
letters we have received, the
publie. apparently does not
want .. ‘to ‘ hear him,™
spokesman said.

uled to give a concert Mon-
day ‘night .at the YM. and
W.H.A. in Oakland, The event
is sponsored privately by two
East End couples, Allen dnd
Mitzi Trachtenberg and Rob-
ert and Sarah Corregan: .

Dr. A, {J Auelbach oper-
- ating - director of. the Y.M.
- and W.HA,—suith that the
audltormm merely was.
rented’ to' the promoters’
‘and is not'— repeat, not—

One of; two Plttsburgh per-‘

the-

However, Seeger is ‘sched- '

PETE.SEEGER
Ojf “Dzmple Depot” program.

1 sponsored by the YM and

WHA.

~“We have been assured that
: the event 'is. non-political and
there will be no: speeches * Dr.
Auerbach declared, -

Mr. Corregan, oné of the

‘promoters said that hundreds

of tickets to the concert "al-
ready have been:sold. He as
serted:

{“We know- that Seeger’ was
conv1cted ‘for " ‘contempt  of
Congress and has appealed
his case. However, we are not
concerned with his politics but
with hlS talents as, a folk-
smger :

: | Sentenced to Year

Seeger 42, was sentenced to
one year’s imprisonment April
5, 196l for refusing to answer

" When.. he appeared before
the commiittee in 1955, Seeger
said- the questions were “im-
proper- - and immoral  to  be
asked .of any ‘American.”

" Federal Ju(lge Thomas F.
Murphy, before sentencing
-Seeger, asked him if he

| -were then or ever had been~

a member of the Communist -
party, L
. “I- decline to answer ?
' Seeger replied; -

* Judge Murphy “then im-

posedi‘the o r’ sentence,
Seeger; who hzg- appeaied ‘to

the U.'S. Court of Appeal, is
free under $2,000 bond. :
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Seegeﬁ ré@r@e HeE
'Erahsﬁerred to Church

YM&WHAsAmmu@mm@
Folksinger Follows That of IWQED

The Y. M: &W.H. A. .
nounced last - night - it had
asked that a performance -in-
its Oakland auditorium by
Pete Seegar, 42- -year-old - con-
troversial folksinger be' trans--
ferred.to g new locatxon

‘Dr. A:.J. Auerbach operat
1ng director of the Jew1sh or-
ganization, said the sponsors
for the concert had agreed to
the transfer.

Seeger will give two per-
formances tonight, one at 7:30"
and the other at 9:45, in the
First Unitarian Church Ells-
worth and Morewood™ Aves:.,
Oakland. SN

‘The 'YM&WHA’s actlo.n
came two days'\after educa-
tional  television\ station
WQED announced'that it had
cancéled a scheduled’ appear-

-|'The

ance by Seeger at 4: 30 p. m.
today on “Dlmple Depot ” a
‘children’s program

. A spokesman Ior WQED
said Seeger's appearance was
canceled by ‘public: ‘demand.
station reaffirmed its
stand yesterday, saymg the
situation had been given ‘con-
siderable thought and: deliber-
ation but that the decision of
last Friday remained - - the
same.

Seeeer became a controver-
sial - ﬁgure after he was con-
victed for contempt of Con-
gress in 196 for refusing to
answer questlons about al:
leged Communist t1es
He. appealed a - one- year
prlson term and was released

in $2 000 ba11 pendlng the out
come .

Seeger s, prev10usly sched
uled- appearance at the.
| Y:M/ & W.HA: had been spon-
sored ‘privately by - two East
End couples,” Allen and Mitzi
$Tlach’tenberg and Robert and
Sarah Corregan.. ’

Corregan said 1last- mght

‘asked that: the.. ‘concert. be |
‘moved:-to-a _.new locatlon and
thats the’ Flrst Unitarian
Church had ‘offered 1ts audi-
storlum T

He said .the. church’s fac1h
mes were " smaller tHar those

therefore requested that hold-
ers of $2:50 and $3. seats at-

b?of the Y M. & WH.A. and;

NW: 12812Docld: 70000356

ténd the 9:45 performance and
all others the one at 7:30. . |
Proceeds of - th e, pe;
| arices, Corregan sa
be glven ‘tosaong partlsan,
non-profit orgamzatmn mu-
tually agreed upen by the
sponsors and the church. ‘
The cancellations produced
numerous _protests, including
ones from the American Civil
Liberties Union, the Women'’s
International_L.easue for
]I%@ 80 Freedom, and the
Arfrericans foi” Democratlc Ac-

that the Y.M. & W.H.A. had}-

tme_gn;_______;_d
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WQEl&stgtwn
|On. Seeger Rapped

- It was somethmg of a shocky
‘to find Station WQED whlch
‘I have always held in- highg
‘regard for- the quality of itsg
’programs ‘and for its seemmg
‘intellectual integrity and inde-3 il
pendence, cancellmg the sched-§

uled appearance ‘'0f Pete See-i
ger due to “public demand.”

Is it a policy of WQED
then, to withdraw or schedule ‘
any program according to the
whims~ of “public demand”"
whatever- percentage that may
constitute, or does it not, as
'T have always supposed, have.
'certain professmnal standards
ion which it bases its selec-
(tion, including, undoubtedly,
public appeal and interest, and '
‘the freedom to exercise this
I choice - regardless of outside
\pressures'7 And in this case,
.on what ‘s pubhc disapproval
‘based?

Pete Seeger was engaged to
,sing on a children’s program.
'Whatever his political convic-
tions were and are, he is wide- ;
lly held to be a folksi'nger' of
|repute. I would imagine. that :
the particular quality of ex-
'uberance and enthusiasm that
marks his singing would have
a special delight and appeal
for children. Surely this talent

ris what WQED had in ‘mind
when they hired him in the
]ﬁrst place and it has not
lchanged .
! Mr., Seeger was- engaged to
}smg, not. to - deliver political
'tracts' of any nature. Do the
protesters fear that, with the
"first strumming of Mr. See-
! ger s banjo, their children will
'hypnotlcally -band_ together
.;and follow: him to their de-
“struction?:

This 1nc1dent is so dlsmay
ing as another example of the
.distrust we seem ‘to have for;
.ourselves dand our culture We
seem so afraid to Pe contam:
’mated so unsure of our own§
‘convnctlons that we cannotl
even bear the proximity of
one whose opinions may devi:
ate from ours. It would have!
been gratlfymg and . comfort-
ing if, when in so many places
in our country, as well as
abroad, freedom of communi-;
cation is being chaﬂenged and
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Church Takes Show
After YM&WHA Asks
Sponsors To Move
: Left_ist_ folk singer Pete
Seeger, still free.or} bail from

a.1961-contempt of Congress |
conviction, is 'scheduled. for

two performances here 'to.
night, but " his - music will
not be ‘heard in Oakland’s
YM&WHA as originally
planned. . .
Harry R.. Savage, president
| of 'the YM&WHA, said ayY
committee asked the sponsors
to change the location of the
concert, Tt has been re-sched-
Uled for the First Unitarian
[Chureh, Ellsworth and Move.
| Wood Avenues, in Shadyside,
The performances sponsored
by two East Libetrty couples
are scheduled for 7:30 and
9:45 p. m. . ' . .

Sparks Furor

} . A controversy was totiched
;off last Friday when Station |
WQED cancelled Seeger’s aft-:
ernoon ‘appearance on a chil-
drén’s program which was |
slated for 4:30 today.

“Protests against the ac:
tion lhave come from -the
American-  Civil Liberties |
Union, the ' Americans - for
Democratic . Action and v
the Women’s International
League for Peace and Free-
dom, o ‘

Seeger’s citation for con-
tempt of Congress came after
he refused to.answer ques-
tions abouit alleged Cocmmu-
nist' ties during a 1955 hear-
ing: He was indicted on 10
counts and convicted - on
March 29, 1961. 1

In announcing the Jlast-min-

ute locatiéﬁ%%:gé);Mr. Sav-
MO 9819 Desel10000356 Pa

. Jist.”

docale, and the sponsors
agreed to Jove=ts the Uni-
‘tarian Chutch.” - . |
L. _Two Couples Sponsor

/ .- The sponsoring couples are
-JAllen; and Mitzi “Trachtenberg
of Hampton’ Street, and Rob:
ert. and Sarah Corregan of
fShérida,n' Avenue. .

A spokesman for the-board !
of trustees at the First Uni-
"tarian - Church said its accept.’
ance is based - on- “constitu-| -
tional prihciples which -merit
-our attention.”.

[Seéger cohcert t&thange tﬂ

"' -Their - statement said in

, part: “We wish to empha-

! .size that we take this action -

; not in défense of Seegar. or

* his views, but in defense of |

¢ due. process and free. -

. spéech,. in defense’ of the

© principles  “that a vcitizen
should be judged by courts,
not - by popularx'pre‘ss_igre;
that a singer ' should - be -
judged by his performance

" and not by his alleged po-

- litical activities, - :

“And finally, that an audi-
‘ence should not be denied the
right to hear a pérformer be-
fcause he is a controversial
figure,” the statement " con-
:cl}.tded._-; T ST
-+ Seégar’s "WQED perform-
ance ‘was .canceléd, officials
:said, because of public' de-
‘mand, - T
‘Mr. Trachteriberg said ~two
' performances were .subsfi-
tuted for one at the YM&EWHA
because the church has small-
ger facilities, T

Both the church and M.
Trachtenberg = state th at
proceeds from the perform-
-ance over and- ahove ex-
.penses will be contributed
to “a mutually-agreed, non-
partisan and non-profit or-
ganization” which had mnot

ryet been selecteg.

Seeger's questioning by
Congress came after he took
part in Communist May Day
jrallies and similar affairs over
Ja period of some 12 years.

i He has appealed his convic.
tion, and arguments -were
heard by the .Circuit Court
last"week. A decision is ex.

Communist  +Daily
Worker as “The*People’s Art:

Ipected within a month. -+ 7 ) SERR
Ilgéasefm eeger was named B )ﬁ@NCL@f %u%g
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‘I night in a concert at ‘tHe FEirst

‘la single year.

"1 7:30 and one at 9:45, played

| from a musical standpoint it

| many showed up. =~ . &

| proved to be a surprisingly
" good instrumentalist, ‘play-

By CARL APONE "
Whe’rl Pete Seeger, came to

Unitarian Church, ‘Shadysidé;-
he didn't set folk s'inging back!
‘But’ this "re-
viewer believes he did nothing .
to advance- its cause,

Both of the concerts, one at

to capacxty crowds of 400. But

is difficult to know why séj

}

On . the merit side, he '

F Know

; 'm
T TR Qo TTe

Therer is: another(thmg t(%

protest on a 75 mmute mu‘
sical program seem’ like any
consxder[ about Mr., Seeger’st awiul lot of social protests.
programs:, Dld he come “for & Seeger received a. standmg
recital or to' use thé stageli,yation before and -after ‘thej
to put/ over his philosophies?. ! concert, but it is doubtful
He madé the’points about hls, ‘that it” was for ms musxcal
philosophies subtly and it, wasi skill. _
for each listener to decide.if . :
Mr. Seeger came here as ay In ‘an’ interview Seegel'
musical artist or ‘a, propa- i expressed d;sappoli‘:zl:e::
gandist, that his ~performa
Among the causes Mr See-| WQED and the .YM&WHA

ger cried. 'into his gultar -over Were cancelled. -
weres - ) ‘ Lo He said he was appalled

titutions.
1——Fr1ends who fought Franco that these“ two ins
in Spain in 1937 but ‘who j} would. not take on anythmg
" did not yield a foot to the vcontroverstal
Franco fascists. = .. . ) Two “.policemen were as-

rt but
2—A yearning to live In’ An £ igned , to ' the -conce

fame of Newspaner
The Pittsbhurgh Press

dorra where ' the governi|lthere was not a single picket.

ing the banjo and 12-string

guitar with skill, And at thef

beginning, he showed good

form and taste as he relaxed

his audiencef with several
listenable songs.

After that, .however, ‘ thay]
program could have beenf}
“Ode to a Lead-Balloon.” 'It
simply failed to.go over.

Earlier, some. 60 pro-See-
ger pickets marched in
front' of WQED and the
? YM&WHA with signs pro-.

. ment spends only $4.90 fm% i
. armaments in its defense.

i 3—Some: satiuc Jabs at’ tho

money Spetit “tor the* P“

ity and State
Pittsbureh, Pa,

ings . i

after refusing to -ahswer ques-
A dilge about “some day

tions asked by the House Un-

Carl Apone

laris«’xrtifssﬂlle‘j":i:’\' :‘3“( N Ttesting the. cax;cellaﬁon of ate /17 762 ‘
4—A knoc r”k ; hj'lstihrg coun- Seeger s concer 91 tTom FInaT ;
.- tries’ where ‘instead of' caL\- ; Seeger 42, was conv1cte a of @1 T H K
. nibalism they have hang- | contempt of Congress in 1961}y thoy of ‘l]"t‘l cle -

e shall overcome, we

i American- Activities Commit-
walk hand in hand, but I

tee ‘about his alleged Commu-

iitQI" WV,

Forster

) ‘The. young people—and 1t | know some day we-shall |} /- cotiag ) 4 t ear]
| was predominantly a . high overc’ome. . . He was sentenced to a y £
school-college crowd—-had fun U S er - was |, in prison but appealed, andf tle (13; Case and
| as they sang along with him lzergfop:lo:(ﬁ?u hlesegphlloso 'lis now free on $2000 botrtld larac er
on some of the more popular no ﬁ‘ﬁ& 1)l His conviction came after al
tunes. However, as the: pro.|| | phies, whatever they. may b l sareer of some dozen yearsg BE_SEBEG WR
gram progressed, few had the || | in-these songs. o Il in whichJse=kea history of #.C
slightest idea of the words or ! But  if hg wasnt he was | starring in Communist May’
music' Seegar wanted them to| i'guilty of poor Prokrammmg ‘ Day rallies and similar affairs.
sing. A halfsdozenssones of socialf Il 5 une 9, 1949, in New York
Thus, 1n many .song_S, it i_‘clty the .Communist- Daily’
was a case -of listening “to"5 Worker named him, “The Peo- tt“burl?h Divis {on
per.cent of the audience - mum- ple’s Art1st i
ble whilé-Seeger accompanied |
them. In other ballads, Seeger -
did manage to get participa-
tion "up_as hlgh as 50 ,per
cent yg el g&
¢ y
~Certainly, a fOIk singing 0?
show doesriTave 118 moments’ ’ 3 0
of audience participation. )
But ‘when the. program be- / m -
‘came almost entirely a . “EE[ e
]“28"19 dl'ig&@l&?‘% D00356 Page 83 7 ==
cease & A Te-
utal and became a_bore, E, !
. : J
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) "j-'_tiv1ty for many 'years has been in deliver-

el

AS might have been predictéd’the bleed."
ing hearts who emote every. a left-wing
Jbropagandist s unmasked hav‘, Selzéditpon |
the case of Pete Seeger,. who. is /bille

§rom,

and somewhat effectxve exponent
munlst Party lme N ‘
. Educatlonal TV Station WQED and'the
: oung Men s & Women’s Hebrew- Assn., with -
proper reg ( ‘for ‘the public they serve, de-
chned to permlt use of -their facilities by
! thls propagandlst So the ob]ectors—\mth an.
1mmatur1ty which seems to be typical of
i;such ,protests—complam that he has been
"-“discriminated against” because of his: “po-'i
thtlcal -opinions,”. and that he was engagedv
}to s1ng, not to dehver poht1ca1 tracts.

J

s pule bunk Seegers main .ae- -

,party line in song, to, the accom--
i pamment of- gmtar or banjo. To speak of
-his  aciivity " as: “political” would be to
'uccept ‘the: Communist Party as a politi- -
7: cal party, rather. than the criminal con- ‘

; Spiracy.in ‘behalf. of a forelgn power whlch i
. it really is.t AR :

. Seeger thumbed hi's nose at- Congress and
»the courts and is now out on bond on "appeal |
.of a one :year sentence for refusal to testlfy.
»to his connectlon w1th the Commumst con- |

splracy :

, Folksmger" He has been connected for
many,. years with “Peoples Songs," c1ted as
a Commumst front A {Californiy leglslatlve
comrnittee reported that “All of‘the produc- |
tiohsof People’s Songs Inc., follow the Com- \
‘munist Party line as assuiuously a.s ‘do’ thel
people . behind the organizatlon,” T

" Enter tainer" He s always a star performer‘{

e e e e

parade. As to' that parade, the House “Un-
American Act1v1t1es Commlttee calls it “an
annual mobilization of Commumst strength ”

Red - propaganda is Red .propaganda,
whether it's sung to the accompanlment ‘of
a guitar or shouted from a soap box in Union
Square. The misguided people who cheered"
. Seeger the other night might have con51dered
that point.:They should be ab]e to find- more
worthy * causes on which tomﬁ's’é‘ thelr
’ senSWiﬁu’sﬁce

oy

ey - ;,7 [

B NC

at Communist events includlng the May Day A
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The pretext mentioned in the report is a
pretext telephone call to the office of HAROLD LEVENTHAL,
200 W 57th St., NYC, booking agent for subject, using
pretext of 1ncu1r1ng concerning a personal apperance by

subje
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS

Identity of Source

/NY -1

,'//NY T—é\ . §

L
/TNY\T—3

JNY T=b

/NY T-5

File Number Where Located
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

Idenﬁity of Source

NY T-12

/7NY”%-17

i
/

File Number Where ILocated

“Informants. used to characterize NYCAUAC are:

Iﬁforman%s used to characterize Youth to Abolish

the Un-American Committee are:
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

are:

[FOIA()(7)- (D) |

LEAD

NEW YORK

Sources used to characterize Bur#ning Issues

‘#SSurces uéed to characterize CCCIL are:

At New York, New York

Will follow court action concerning subject's

appeal and advised the Bureau.
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NY 100—83801

[X] SubJect's name 1s Included in the Security Index,
.[X ] The data appearing on the Security Index card are

- current,

4::] Changes on the Securlty Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.

| A sultable photograph [ ] 1s [ ] i1s not availlable,
| Careful consideration has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utlilized only 1n those
Instances where the 1ldentities of the sources must
be concealed,

s

6.[::]Subject 1s employed 1in a key facility and

1s charged with security responsibility. Interested
agencles are

7.[X ] Thls report 1s classified Confidential because

(state reason)
information furnished by informants included in the report
could reasonably result in identification of an informant
of continuing value and thereby compromise his future
effectiveness and thereby be injurious to the national
defense.

8. ] SubJect previously interviewed (dates)

[X ] SubJect was not reinterviewed because (state reason)
he presently is appealing his conviction of contempt of
Congress,

9. ] Thls case no longer meets the Security Index criteria

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
mending cancellatlion of the Securlty Index card.

10.[X ] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the

Securlty Index criteria and 1t continues to fall
within such criteria because (state reason)

on 9/12/49, HERMAN THOMAS, FBI informant for approximately ten years

prior to his testimoney in May, 1954, advised .that on 9/9/49, Mother

Bloor, a charter member of the CP, stated that PETE SEEGER was a

member of the CP in NY. On 5/13/57, THOMAS advised that his opinion

was that Mother Bloor in her reference to SEEGER on 9/9/49, un-
questionably meant that SEEGER was then a member of the CP (Report

of SA WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., 2/19/58, at NY). On 4/30/53, former

11.[¥] Subject's SI card [ ] is [X] is not tabbed Detcom.

;
/

[X SubJect's activities [ ] do [X ]| do not warrant Detcom
' tabbling.

D~

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |
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10. (Cont'd)

jdentified the subject as a CP member active in the Music II
Section during the latter part of 1949 or early 1950. On
12/13/54, JOHN LAUTNER advised that he knew subject as a CP
member from 1947 to 1949. (Report of SA ARTHUR J. GREEN, JR.,
12/21/56, NY) ‘ '

The subject appeared before the HCUA in August, 1955,
and refused to discuss groups before which he had entertained.
on 1/25/56, the subject was cited for contempt of the House of
Representatives for his refusal to answer questions before HCUA.
(Report of WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., 2/19/58, at NY)

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) }- -~

M‘“ﬂ_:i;:ibﬁ:2Z¥2/6®;l | advised SEEGER had contributed
$10.00 in February, 1960, to the Citizens Committee to Preserve
American Freedoms. On 6/7/60, | | furnished information

that SEEGER was a member of the Metropolitan Recreation Association,
and that he had participated in a May Day Celebration of that group
at Camp Midvale on 5/1/60. . The "New York Times" on 10/11/60,
reflected SEEGER was in attendance as a delegate at the first
national session of the National Committee to Abolish the Un-
American Activities Committee at the Taft Hotel, NYC, on

10/10/60. (Report of LOWELL W. BARTON, 3/7/61, at NY)

~E¥e
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UN:-“ED STATES DEPA;RTMENT OF

-aTlCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy id: ‘ l—USA > SDNY (RM)
- Report of: FREDERICK H_ STEVENS  Office: New York, New York
Date: | 4/2/62 : ‘.
Field Office File No.: | 100_83801 Bureau File No.: 100_200845 B
Title: PETER SEEGER
Character: SECURITY.MATTER-C ,
. _ | P : o %
Synopsis:  Subject resides at Dutchess Junction, Beacon, ' -i

NY; and is self~employed as an/entertalner Subject ~ . !
'free on bond/pendlng an appeal of conviction on contempt
of Congreés,/£ha . Subject renewed Passport Number
1780911 /on 0/20/61 ..stating he intended to travel to the
United Kingdom and'The Netherlands on business. Subject
performed at functions sponsored by NY Council to abolish
the Un~American Activities Committee and the Youth to
Abolish the Un-American Committee, on 4/21/61, 12/6/61,
and 2/1/62 was principal entertainer. on ”Natlonal
Guardian" boab ride, 6/22/61, attended picnic sponsored
by ”Natlonal Guardlan 9/16/61 .

-P-
DETAILS

I. BACKGROUND

Residence and Employment - D

On March 26, 1962, it was determined through
a pretext by a Speclal Agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FE;)/that the subJect resides at Dutchess
Junction, Beacon,”New York; and is self ~employed as an
entertainer, who does folk 31ng1ng, 'guitar and banJjo playing.

/

I
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contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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II. FOREIGN TRAVEL

_ The records of the Passport Office, United States
Department of State, as examined at Washington, D.C, '
on September 26, 1961, by SA HOLLIS H, KEITER, JR., reflect
that on September 26, 1961, the Passport Office renewed
Passport Number 1780911, which had been originally issued
to the subject on September 8, 1959, at Washington, D.C.

In the application. for renewal, which was made September 21,
1961, the subject stated that he intended to travel to the
United Kingdom and The Netherlands for 5 weeks on business.
He stated that he planned to depart from Montreal, Quebec,
Canada, on about October 13, 1961, aboard the "Corinthia®
of the Ciunard Line and would return by air transportation.
The subject submitted a certified copy of an affidavit
dated August 15, 1961, and a Notice of Motion dated

August 10, 1961. The Motionirequested an order granting
SEEGER permission to leave the-Southern District of New
York and travel outside the United States to Canada, the
United Kingdom and Holland. On August 22, 1961, the above
Motion was granted by-:Judge FRIENDLY, United States Court
of Appeals, Second Circuit, on the condition that SEEGER
appear before the United StatesAttorney not later than
November 27, 1961,

III. CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS PROCEEDINGS
' AGAINST THE SUBJECT

On April 4, 1961, Assistant United States Attorney
IRVING YOUNGER, advised that on that date United States
Federal Judge THOMAS F, MURPHY sentenced PETER SEEGER to one
year imprisonment on each of ten counts of contempt of
congress, to run 'concurrently and fined him court charges.:

This sentence was appeal@dd by SEEGER and bail of
$2,000.00 was granted., On April 26, 1962, Assistant United
States Attorney YOUNGER advised that PETER SEEGER's appeal
will be argued on April 9, 1962, R u

~

-o-

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 92

»




NY 100-83801

IV. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT

Miscellaneous Activities of'the Sub ject

The "Morning Freiheit" of April 6, 1961, page 4,

columns one and two, carried an article entitled, "Jail
For Petew'Seeger--Why°”, wherein it is stated that SEEGER

was tried and convicted for refusing to answer 1nqu13hborlél

questions. P }

J/4§5r a charactrlzatlon of the "Mofning
Freiheit" see the appendix attached
hereto.. ‘

. . R /
NY T-1 advised on'May'z,/i;él, that on April 21,

1961, PETER SEEGER performed at a rally sponsored by the
New York Council to Abolish the Un-american Activities

. Committee (NYCAUAC) and the Youth to Abolish the Un-

American Committee,” at St. Nicholas Arena, 67 West 66th
Street New York, New York.

//4§§r a characterlzatlon of the NYCAUAC
and the Youth to Abolish the Un- :
~American Committee see the appendix
“attached hereto ; . -

- | 7
NY T3, NY T ;/and NY T-4, on April 26, 1961,
and NY T-5 on Aprll 28, 196L/ advised. that the subJect
performed at the April 21, 71961 rally.
T/é advised on June 26, /1961 that on

June 22,/1961 the subject was the pr1n01pal entertainer

on a boat ride sponsored by the "National Guardian' along

the Hudson River in New York.

//For a characterlzatlon of the

"National Guardian" see the appendix
attached hereto.

-3-
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"The Worker" issue of July 9m 1961, page 9,
column 4, carried an article entitled "Pete Seeger's
Magic", concerning SEEGER's folk singing and a collection
cf his songs. '

- .
/ "The Worker" is an east coast Communist
bl-wsekly newspaper.

e
NY~T§;/advised on August 22,1961, that on
August 17,/1961, at a meeting of the Civil ILiberties
Committee of Buwming Issues, 904 Glenmoor Avenue, Brooklyn,
New York, it was announced that this committee's activities
would cénter around PETER SEEGER,

P

///For'a characterization of Buming Issues

- "see the Appendix attached heret?>/

NY T-7 advised on September 14{/1961, that on

September 5,-1961, at the meeting of the Citizens
Committee for Constitutional Liberties (CCCL) at 22 West
17th Street, New York City, the text of _a leaflet in support
of PETER SEEGER was prepared, '

//féor a characterization of the CCCL
see tge Appendix attached hereto,

e
~ NY T-8 advised on September 26, 1961, that on :
September 16, 1961, the subject attended a picnic -sponsored .
by the "National‘guardian” at Ossining, New York.

NY TJ§ on September 28, 1961, made available
information which announces the appearance of PETER SEEGER
at a meeting of Burning Issues, 67 Second Avenue, New York
City, on September 29, 1961,

"The Worker" of December 3, 1961, page 12,
column one, contained .an article wherein it is stated
that PETE SEEGER was scheduled to address a rally to abolish
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on December 0,
1961, at Manhattan Centre, 34th Street and Eighth Avenue,
New York City.

4
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NY T%10 advised on December 15, 1961, that on
December 6, 1961, PETER SEEGER entertained at a rally
sponsored by the NYCAUAC and the Youth to Abolish the

Un-American Committee at Manhattan Centre, 34th Street and
Eighth Avenue, New York City.

la-
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- NY T-1, NY T-11 through NY T-16 advised on
various dates in December, 1961, that the subject attended

the December 6, 1961, rally.

NY T-10 advised on February 6, 1962, that on
February 1, 1962, the subject entertained at a reception
sponsored by the NYCAUAC and the Youth to Abolish the
Un-American Committee, at 306 West 52nd Street,/ggw York City.

NY T-14 on February 2, 1962, and NY T-17 on
February 6, 1962, also advised that the subject entertained
at the Februar%/lg 1962, function. :

NY T-5 advised on February 5, 1962, that on
February 2, 1962, at a meeting of the Veterans of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade (VALB% at Adelphi Hall, T4 Fifth
Avenue, New York City, plans were announced for a mass
meeting to be sponsored by the VALB and to be held on
February 25, 1962, at 306 West 52nd Street, New York City;
it was also announced that PETER SEEGER had accepted to
be the principal entertainer at this function.

The VALB has been designated by the Attorney

General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.
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BURNING ISSUES

A source advised on May 11, 1961 that a meeting
was held on May 8, 1961, at 106 Avenue B, Apartment 4A,
New York 9, New York under the ausplices of the Dlsouss1on
Group for Those in Their 20s and 30s, as the third or
fourth meeting of the group.

" A second source advised on June 14' 1961,
that a business meeting of the discussion group was
held on May 12, 1961, in the name of Burning Issues.

The source advised on December 28, 1961,
that MARVIN MARKMAN, New York State Communist Party
(CP) Youth COO”djndtOh, stated on December 20, 1961,
that Burning Issues was formed without CP permlssion
and had the effect of competing with Advance, a CP
initiated Marxist-Leninist youth organization. There-
fore, Burning Issues must declare itself as a left-
wing organization, cease to compete with Advance, and
become affiliasted with the Progressive Youth Organizing
Committee (PYOC). ‘

A third source advised on February 9, 1951,
that the PYOC was established at a national socialist-
oriented youth conference held in Chicago, Illinois,
December 30, 1960, through January 1, 1961. This
conference was the result of a mandate issued by the
National Executive Committee, CPUSA, calling a youth
conference to establish an organizing committee whose
objective would be to set up a national socialist-
oriented youth organization. The conference scheduled
a convention to be held within a year to found a new
national socialist-oriented youth organization.

Burning Issues regularly meets at 67 Second
Avenue, New York, New York.

;5a—,,

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 97




)
¢ o O

S APPENDIX
NY 100-83801 e

CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBZRTIES

A source advised on Jyne 11, 1961, that a meeting of
the National Executive Committee (NEC), Communist Par Y,

~United States of America (CPUSA), was held on June 10, 1661,

at CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th Street, New York, New York.
According to the source, the main topic of discussion at

this meeting was the CP's plans in regard to combating the

June 5, 1661 decision of the United States Supreme Court,
requiring the CP to register with the Attorney General of

the United States, as a Communist action organization, pursuant
to the provisions of the Subversive Activities Control Act

of 1950, and the court's decision of the same date, upholiding
the April 21, 1955 conviction of JUNIUS SCALES under the

Smith Act provision, covering membership in the CP,

This source further advised that during this
Giscussion, a specilal CP defense committee was formed and it
was declded that this committee would have an office, which
would be managed by MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER, who, according to the
source, is a member of the CPUSA Nat;onal Committee,

Another source advised on June 14, 1961, that at
a meeting of the CPUSA Natlonal Board and invited guests held
on that date at CP Headgquarters, NYC, it was announced that the
CP defense committee would have an office at 22 East 1T7th
Street, New York, New York, under the name of the Citizens

- Committee For Constitutional Liberties (CCFCL).

A third source advisedoon July 20, 1661, that at a
mneeting of the CP defense committee held on that date at CP
Headgquarters, New York City, the purpose and scope of the
CCFCL was discussed,

It was stated that this committee has been set up to
serve as a natlonal covrdinator and service center for every
effort being made by whatever source to repeal the McCarran
and Smith Acts. In addition, 1t has been set up to reverse
the Supreme Court's decision of June 5, 1961, to secure an
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CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES (Cont'd)

indefinite stay of any enforcement of the law by the
Department of Justice. It is to engage in generating a
popular defense movement to mobilize legal assistance

of any organization or individual whose "democratic
rights are infringed upon by these laws." This committee
wants to encourage the creation of local organizations or
groups to work in gupport of any one of the above stated
obJectives,

The committee will:ralso serve as an exchange
center of material and provide speakers for any local
organization,
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"MORNING FREIHEIT"

N

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications, revised and publlshed as of January 2,
1957, to supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951,
prepared and released by the Committee on Un-nmer*can
Activities, United States House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning
the "Mornlng Freiheit"

| ; '
‘ M1, A ’Communist Yiddish daily.

(Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional o

Record, September 24, 1942 p. 7686,

: "2, 'The Freiheit ‘has been one og the rankest
_ organs of Commuriist propaganda in this
country for almost_a quarter of a century.'
(Special Committee on Un-Amgrican Activitles,
House Report 1311 on the CIQ Political Action
Committee, March 29, 944 p. 75.)"
L \
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O

APPENDIX

NATIONAL GUARDIAN

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and

Publications," revised and published as of January

E

1957, -prepared and released by the Committee on Un-

American Activities, United States House of Representatives,

Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the
"National Guardian":

”l.

"National Guardian ' 2

tEstablished by the American Labor Party
in 1947 as a "progressive' weekly., ¥ ¥ *
Although it denies having any affiliation
with the Communist Party, it has
manifested itself from the beginning

as a virtual official propaganda arm of
Soviet Russia.!

(Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report, 'Trial by Treason: The National
Committee to Secure Jusgtice for the
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell,' August 25,
1956, p. 12)"
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THE NEW YORK COUNCIL, TO
ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

On March 9, 1961, a source advised that the New
york Council To Abolish the Un-American-fctivities Committee
(NYCAUAC), 150 West 34th Street, New York Clty, New York,
was formed at a meeting held in New York City on November 17,
1960. This organizatlon was founded principally through the
efforts of FRANK WILKINSON, Field Representative of the-
National Committee To Abolish the Un-American Activities
Committee (NCAUAC). :

A second source advised on September 17, 1952,
that FRANK WILKINSON was a Communist Party member as of
September, 1952

'The "National Guardian" in January .16, 1961,
issue, page 7, column 1, contained an article which states
that the NYCAUAC has only one objective: "to help the
National Committee as vigorously as possible in its
endeavors to mobilize the American people 1in a campaign
to abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities.

A third source furnished on March 9, 1961, a
prOSpectus of the NCAUAC prepared principally by FRANK
WILKINSON, which in reference to "local abolition committees"
stated that these committees may identify and coordinate
thelr efforts as closely as they desire with NCAUAC, still
maintalning their autonomy for as flexible and independent
program as possible, The prospectus also stated that the
NYCAUAC was responsible for coordinating abolition activities

- on the Atlantic coast.

Various sources have advised in April, 1961, that
Communist Party members in the New York City area have been
sollclted to support activities of the NYCAUAC during
attendance at Communist Party club meetings.

~10~
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YOUTH TO ABOLISH THE UN=-AMERICAN COMMITTEE
dlso known as Youth Against Un~American
Actlvitles Committee

On. February 9, 1960, a source made available
a mimeographed letter dated January 26, 1960, signed by
"Youth Against House Un-American Activitiles Committee.’
This letter explains that several youths who had been
active in promoting international exchanges had been
subpoenaed to appear before the House Comuwittee on Un-
American Activities (HCUA) on February 3, 4, and 5,
1960, It states that at a meeting held on January 23, 1960,
in New York City, a Committee of Youth Against the Un-American
Activities Committee was formed to oppose the hearings 1n a
joint effort with "the large segments of the people who
already challenge the constitutionallty of the committee's
existence. _

On June 10, 1960, and August 11, 1960, the same
source advised that at a meeting of the Manhattan Youth
Club, Communist Party, held on June 5, 1960, in New York
City, it was stated that the compositlon of the "Youth
Against the HCUA" was half-Communist Party and half non-
Party; however, ninety-five per cent of the members were
members of Advance. ‘

On June 6, 1960, a second source advised that at
a meeting on June 3, 1660, at New York City, it was announced
that the name of this organization had been changed to Youth
to Abolish the Un-American Committee.

On Pebruary 21, 1961, a third source advised that
on that date a meeting of the Youth Committee was held in
New York City. In attendance at this meeting were representa-’
tives from nine colleges in the New York City area. At this
meeting a "Co-ordinating Committee! was selected consisting
of a representative and/or representatives of each of the
colleges. The purpose of this group would be to meet regularly
and co-ordinate future actilvities and the Youth Committee
would co-ordinate all east coast college abolition activity.

On July 6, 1961, a fourth source advised that the

Youth Committee maintains headquarters at 150 West 34th
Street, Room 442, New York City.

Lar *L /
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File No.
Bureau 100-200845.
New York 100-83801

Title

Character

Reference

| — -

. o
-

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New York, New York
In Reply, Please Refer to April 2, 2

Peter Seeger

Security Matter-C

is made to report of Special -Agent
Frederick H. Stevens, dated and
captioned as above.

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

'

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI,
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10

MENT

UNITED STATY:
Memor m
TO, :  DIRECTOR, FBI (100—200845) DATE: 1/23/62
" . |
koM :  SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) (P)X\ N (X‘Jy Y Ill;"
' @

SUBJECT: PETE@éEEGER
SM-C :
(00: NY)

Remylet 10/9/61.

On 1/17/62, AUSA IRVING YOUNGER telephonlcally
advised SA FREDERICK H, STEVENS that the subject's
attorney filedithe appendix to his brief on 1/15/62,
and that the court granted a one month extension to file
the full brief for 2/15/62.

NY will follow court action and advise the

Bureau.
REC- 46
(lpureau (100-200845) (1) /" 29 =200 Poss 96
1 New York (100-83801) o -
) 5 JAN 24 1962
FHS : TB \9%
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
-5010-104~01

¢ UNITED STAT; ' MENT-

Memo:
) To - : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) DATE: January 3, 1962
- :
,z%-:}"/% M ) \
4 ROM : LEGAT, LONDON (100-2101) (RUC) }
{; | @ .
) supject: PETER SEEGER
o SM - C
9/ | 00: New York (100-83801)
3//"
/!

RE: New York letterhead memorandum, dated November
29, 1961.

There are enclosed the original and four copies of
a memorandum containing information concerning the subject

\ ~[is designated as T-1
in the enclosure. 7 |FOIA (7) (D)|

According to [i:::::::]subject departed England on

November 21, 1961, for an unknown destination but as referenced |
memorandum indicates that he had returned to New York as of i

4} November 24,‘4961, this matter is being placed in an RUC status.

= )
IS)

" 3 Bureau (55Encs.) (1 Foreign. Liaison - sent direct)

1 London g ;? , _ .
(4

REC- 4 13 JAN 9 1952

Pee o

DREL /ECD
AUG 2

o [’ R LC Y, ///3‘(5: y <
“zh,.” H0L 25 wey [

wrd SRR SN Lt el

i?Y K/f L2 /f - _m> o :
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 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,_STICE
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN~VESTI~(';ATION

T BN s —SRORED— -
o9 '

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

January 3, 1962

AHK?PETﬁa(;;EGER . W;Zng;mw»

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Pl ? fﬁ.‘ / ®
EA S
- ¥

T-1, a confidential source abroad, advised on December
11, 1961, that subject accompanied by his wife, TOSHI ALINE .
SEEGER,, born. July. l,..1922,.at..Munich,..Germany, and his daughter,
VIRQ£§£QW§$§KQQ$, age six years, arrived in Eﬁﬁl@p@»at the Port
of Livg;pﬁg%hgp} ctober 20, 1961. ) ' ,
AR LIS NSEE GER \ Y5

: According td’ T-1, subject was in England for a concert
tour under the auspicesAOEXColletts Record Shop, .ILo whose
address he furnished as his business address in England/) T-1

states Colletts is not directly run by the Communist Party but
all of its Directors are Communists.” ‘

T-1 further advised that according to a secret and /
reliable source subject's appearances in Scotland were strongly
supported by local Scottish Communist Party members and the-
British "Daily Worker" also took an interest in his activities.

T-1 stated other than the above subject himself did
not come to security attention while in England and he departed
with his family for an unstated destination, presumably the |
United States, on November 21, 1961. » .

R LV R
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UNITED STATES GOT’%RNMENT B A ’
Memorarcdum -
ToO  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) pate:  11/29/61 |
f/FROM :  SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) - p* -
/ P . .
supjecT: PETER SEEGER | _ |
SM - C :

/

(00:NY) _
| ReNYlet and memorandum dated 11/13/61.

Enclosed herewith are six copies of a letterhead
memorandum reflecting subject's return from foreign travel.

Subject 1s currently on the Security Index of
the NYO.

This case is being placed in a pending inactive
status awaiting the results of the subject's appeal of his
sentence on 4/4/61, on ten counts of contempt for refusing
to answer ten questions before the House Committee on .
Un-American Activities about his political beliefs and
associates. SEEGER's attorney has to file his briefs on

1/15/62. \ ;
CCTO: & N =\ )
REQ. REC'D 2. . =z 2| , @fff
JUL 25 1969 '
ANS. .
BY: /T eS|

D Bureau (100;200845) (Encls.
1-New York (100-83801)
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1§ T{ITED STATES DEPARTMENT Ol STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to New York s New York

File No.

o7/

DATE FORW,

o INC ey ”“““”W%i
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REQ- RECD——«W

s
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:3w FORV W

November 28, 1961

Bureau 100-200845
New York 100-83801

Re: Peter Seeger
Security Matter - C

Reference is made to memorandum dated
November 13, 1961, at New York.

On November 24, 1961, Assistant United States
Attorney Irving Younger, United States District Court,
Southern District of New York, advised Special Agent Donald L.
‘Harmon that the subject had returned to the United States.
Assistant United States Attorney Younger advised that Seeger
could be reached at his residence at Dutchess Junction,
Beacon, New York.

This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; 1t and its contents are
not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. ID
* 5010—104

S

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

== Memorandum
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845)
//
/ FROM  : SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801)
SUBJEGT: PETER SEEGER
\ SM - C
(00: NEW YORK)

concerning the subject.

New York Office.

| MAR 24 1964
f ANS,

A

REQ. REC'D. .. 3/ .20/1

./

Lo BY:. /é§¢q62577XL
N\ et
~§§>\-OQ

............

ég Bureau (100-200845) (Encs“ﬁi) (RM)
- New York (100-83801)

DLH:1gh

(3)
\\ﬁ B
. \,0

REQ. REC B <
AUG 2
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BNV 21198

pAaTE: 11/13/61

Enclosed herewith are seven (7) copies of a letter-
head memorandum containing background and subversive information

Subject is currently on the Security Index of the

The Bureau will be advised by form suitable for
_dissemination upon subject's return to the United States.

/W ‘“}fm:} K8

8 NOV 14 1961
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UNITEDD"STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS}: .UE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Irf Reply, Please Refer to . ’ New York ’ New York
File No. November 13, 1961

Bureau 100-200845
. New York 100-83801

Re: Peter Seeger
Security Matter - C

. Reference is made to memorandum dated
Uctober 5, 1961, at Washington, D. C.

Subject resides Post Office Box 238, Dutchess
Junction, Beacon, New York, and is self-employed as a banjo
player and singer of folk songs.

On October 31, 1961, Assistant United States
Attorney Irving Younger, United States District Court
Southern District of New York, advised Special Agent Donald L.
Harmon that the subject had been granted permission to travel
outside the United States and would be returning on November 21,

1961, at which time he would appear pefore the United States -
Attorney. .

Louis F. Budenz, self-admitted Communist Party
functionary and managing-editor of the "Daily Worker, " \
advised on June 30, 1950, that he had learned that Peter Seeger
was a member of the Communist Party in 1949. .

S8 The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast
5?A¢m%%4%ﬁ Communist newspaper, which suspended
AN publication on January 13, 1958.
‘ This document contains neither
,7g2(4ﬁaéé s77 & <7 recommendations nor conclusions
o7 %é “.z, °Ff the FBI, It is the property
REQ. RECD R = _of the FBI and is loaned to your
oNTE FoR A /Z,agency; it and its contents are
HOW FORW. . A5 3 7 not to be distributed outside
B A e “your agency.
: Z ,
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~Re: Peter Seeger

On December 13, 1954, John Lautner, a Communist
Party member for over twenty years who at the time of his
expulsion from the Communist Party in January , 1950, was
Chairman of the New York State Review Commission, advised
that he knew Peter Seeger as a Communist Party member from
1947 to 1949. During April, 1951, Lautner advised that
Peter Seeger, a singer, was always available for Communist
Party affairs as an entertainer.

The"New York Herald Tribune" issue of August 19,
1955, contained an article which revealed that Peter Seeger.
had appeared before the House Committee on Un-American
Activities on August 18, 1955, which committee held hearings

~at the Federal Court House, Foley Square, New York City, on

Communist activities in the theater, radio, television, and
unions of entertainers. According to the article, Seeger
refused to discuss the groups he had played before.

The "New York Herald Tribune" of April 5, 1961,
page 3, reported that Peter Seeger, who had been indicted in
March, 1957, on. ten counts of contempt for refusing to answer
ten questions before the House Committee on Un-American /
Activities about his political beliefs and associates, was
sentenced on April 4, 1961; by Federal Judge Thomas F. Murphy,
United States District Céurt, Southern District of New York,
to a year on each of ten counts, sentenced to run concurrently.
Seeger was also ordered to;ayjcourt costs estimated at $500.00.
Seeger remained free on $2,000.00 bail pending appeal.

On October 9, 1961, Assistant United States Attorney
Irving Younger, United States District Court, Southern .
District of New York, advised that due to the serious 1llness
of Seeger's attorney, Paul Ross, he was unable to file his.
brief for the Fall term scheduled for October, 1961. An
extension was asked for and granted for January 15, 1962.
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1 = Mr, Gurley

/0 , - Oétober 19, 1961 |

E / i D S
REC”QZ é@ éf_g,/”§2é 5}53 ?LJ5 U

4  Mr. Jack ABenz  NACK
R Components Sales Corporation
Post Office Box 178 .
North Miami Beach 62, Florida

Dear Mr. Benz:

: I have received your letter dated
October 14, 1961, with its enclosure, and the
interest which prompted your communicating with
me 1s appreciated, _

. - In the event you receive any further
‘information which you feel is of interest to the
FBI, you may desire to furnish this information
f directly to our Miami Office located at 3915 Biscayne
! Boulevard, Miami 52, Florida. - : : _

Sincerely yoursy

'thn}Edgar Hoover
Director-

2 - Miami (Enclosures = 2) (SEE NOTE) .

_ | The?gqayg enclosed two copies of correspopgent 's |

1ettqrg'aﬁkr§ngl6sé§ a copy of a special bulletin -

dated Octobef); 71961, issued byc&"pgie\gd’ﬁ ot \PetldSeeghr, [
s o B ) . ( 3 - '

- qiLig 2 s b égg NOTE Cgb{f‘lNUEi) g.ggp: THO

Tolson _
Belmont

Mohr _.
Callahan
Conrad
DelL.oach

LTG:bgegy - 1n2LICE
Vo 6%?&3@??%@%1

s G

(003 56 Pagenkd 1

Evans
Malone
Rosen
Sullivan _

\SEC 0 WY

Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room

e e e — T - y 3 : o]




Mr. Jack A. Benz

200 West 57th Sureet New York New York." By -
letter dated 9-23-61 Benz' forwarded ‘to the Bureau a
brochure prepared by Friénds of Pete Seeger setting
forth background information on Seeger and the
appeal of his conviction for €ontempt of Congress.
Correspondent also enclosed a copy .of a letter

~dated August 10, 1961, to Congressman Francis
- Walter, House Committee on Un=American Activities.

In the letter to Congressman Walter, correspondent
stated he had received a pamphlet from a communist
front organization. Benz stated he has been for
several years a devoted fan of folk music and on:

‘many occasions purchased records on the Vanguard

label recorded by Pete Seeger and the group w1th
which he is connected. :

Buflles contain no further identiflable'

references with Benzo-

: - Pete Seeger is on the Securlty Index and is

a folk music entertainer. He has been reported in
the past as a Communist Party member and active ‘
participant over the years in communist front :
activities. On July 25, 1996, he refused to answer
questions concerning communist activities and
association before the House Committee on Un=American
Activities and was indicted for contempt of Congress .
on March 26, 1957, Southern District of New York.
He was found guilty at his trial on March 27, 1961.

. (100=-200845) ,

The New York .Office has been instructnd

. to fnrnlsh a summary of information concerning the
" Friends of Pete Seeger. Any information of interest

concerning this organization received from Benz

- should be forwarded to the New York Office. (100-&3593&)’
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COMPONENTS SALES CORPORATION

MANUFACTURER'S REPRESENTATIVES

POST OFFICE BOX 178

: NORTH MIAMI BEACH 62, FLORIDA

BRANCH OFFICE: P.O. BOX 7087 ® ST. PETERSBURG 34, FLORIDA o 7-7904 TELEPHONE: WI 5-7721

October 1, 1961

UeS. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington 25, D.C. - 0
Attn: Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ?@ T(s S{.;e féﬁ@

Dear Mr. Hoover:

| Ocrober, 96/ h-+
Ag a follow-up on my recent letter of September 23rd regardtﬁé%L’“
APriends of PeteUSeeggg", I am enclosing a thermofax copy of a
bulletin that 1 received today from this organization. You might
add It to the file on this particuler group and I will continue to
forward in the future any other material I receive.

Thanking you for your personnal interest and hopeing that this
material will be of assistance.

With best regards, I remaiﬁm

» TrshtGecoet r
// | 7 -
[ wmrs. PeTgSeesek

S
XKMO/Q’HJ

Yours sincerely,

;’74&
o ""Y'fb ' o0 .
p GURR B CLIE ¢ 3 bi .2!
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'FOR PETE'S SAKE !

~ .Spectal Bulletin 4ssued by Pricnds of Pete Seeger ~ October 1951

. ? 9
o . B v )
[

Because of the.@ony inguiries regarding the present sta-
tus of the PETE SEEGER CASE, wWe are issuing this special
bulletin at this %time, Kowever, in preparation is a six
page printed BULLETIN, which will report the case more z
. fully and other news of great interest from all over the
world in response to the case. This BULLETIN will short- o
1y be off the press and sent o you, o .

° PETE SEEGER APPEAL TO BB mm N Mmcu OF 1962 e

the appeal for Pete will be heard before the United States Court
of Appeals in New York City during the month of March 1962, Ori-
ginally this hearing was scheduled for December of 1961, At pres-
ent Pete remains out on bail ($2000) and is free to continue his
concert sthedule all-over the country. v

‘If the ruling.of the Appeals Court upholds the conviction, the
case will then immediately be submitted for a hearing before the<
United States Supreme Court, If such is the case, it may take
the Supreme Court up to six months f£xrom the time the appeal is
made to them to review the case,

P . . . . . Fal
¥ PR

PETE LEAVES FOR ENGLAND FOR CONCERT TOUR

5
3

On October 12th, Pete, his wife Toshi and their youngest daughteér
left for England for a ome-month concert tour of the British Is’Les°
He will return to New York towards the end of November.
!

TREMENDQUS SUPPORT FOR-PETE COMES IN FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

A

WP, pPaul L. Rommwmxmmﬁm‘%

Hundreds and hundreds of letters and messages have been sent to
Pete and to the Friends of Pete Seeger, from all over the world,
and from people of all walks of life, in support of Pete's case,
With these letters have come thousands of dollars to help pay |
for the legal costs, This great response has come without the -
“efforts of any organization and has been a magnificent spontaneous
response on the part of so many people who feel a great disservice
has been done to American democracy by the Jjall sentence. imposed

ﬁ\\\///% -

e upon Pete, The next BULLETIN will contain excerpts from some -
S - letters and a report of activities om behalf of Peteo ~ N
A _ ‘  | :l'u ' . : .D o o;o.a
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;’;:_'?&“i‘—lromf NO. 10 (\ ] : . ‘f #\\
UNITED. STATES GUOWERNMENT -

Memorandum - .
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (1oo-é00845) DATE:  10/9/61

SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801)
- .

PETER SEEGER
SM-C
(00: NY)

ReNYlet 4/14/61.

TS : :

iﬁz On 10/9/61, -AUSA IRVING YOUNGER, USDC, SDNY,
advised SA DONALD L. HARMON,that due to the serious illness
of SEEGER's attorney, PAU;%@OSS, he was unable to file his
brief for the Fall term séheduled for October, 1961, An
extension was asked for and granted for 1/15/62.

¢ " ’
This case T@‘ﬁé%ng maintained in a pending

inactive status.in the NYO. The results of the subject's
appeal will be followed and reported to the Bureau.

\

2 S

i ) \
e

7
' JBége | (150\200845)‘%ﬁwf' |
. T gark (306°83831) REC- -
New\York (100 83801). | | 23 ,45%7«";26/522§Efé§ - é;is

®o 0CT 10 1861

€

DILH: cpr e
(3) | - T

§
«\
NG 4 BT A8Y00356 Page 11 8 ,
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\ - OPTIONALSIORM NO. 10 °
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.
[

: soxof!oa' g /\ B
YNITED STATES G(/\RNMENT ™
L
Memomndum
To  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-2008L5) DATE: 10/%/61
. 1 777 DL C TO
,{}) oM : SAC, WFO (100-23658) | CRIEQ RECéDC 7@
) 241 64‘
65/ SUBJECT: PETmRQEJ_'G_.R aks MAR
SM-C ANS. oy

There are forwarded herewith eig oht copies to the
Bureau and two copies to New York of a letterheao memorandun
setting forth the results of a review of subjectl's passport
file by SA HOLLIS H. KEITER, JR.

The subject!s passport file was made available to
3A KEITER by Mr. CARROLL SEELEY, JR., Passport Legal Divieion,
Passport 0ffice, U. 3. Department of State, pursuant to
arrangements in effect for the review of certain passports
(Rufllc 62-20602) .

: Subgect's file at Paosport Office reflects travel
to England in 1959, arrwv1ng in London 9/26/59 and returning
to New York Cl‘JV on 10/9/69:

~ RUC . |
“*1_@5— Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM)
2 - New York (100-83801) (Encs. .2) (PN)
1 - WFO : : :

\)fa‘?»

Co

f(;gz)a:cac(v) e /ﬁﬂ' ;zwf%f g%l

) L
OF = X106
v“c‘ cC TO: O% L. =3 BU‘O
Q REQ: RECD S=0E o ¢

JUL zo ivoY

: ANS. o
‘6\‘ : | B2 3

M———

CC TO: /

REQ. KEC'D %‘/L L
AUG2 7 1963

A“‘S
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T :
UNIYED STATES DEPARTMENT OF yUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

October 5, 1961

PETHER SEEGER
SECURITY MATTER - C

The file for Felter Seeger, maintained by the
Passport O0ffice, Unlited States Department of State, was
reviewed on September 26, 1961, .and was found to contain
the following information:

~Un September 26, 1961, the Passport Officse
renewed Dassporu Number 1/80911 which had been originally
issued to HBeeger on Septemoer 8, 1959, at hashluguon, D. C.
On September 21 1961, Seeger made an application for this
renewal. In- thlswappllcation, seeger stated he intends to
travel to the United Hingdom and The Netherlands for five
weeks on business. He stated he plans to depart from
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, on about CGectober 13, 1961,
aboard the "Corinthia® of the Cunard Line, and will rebturn
by air transportation. He also stated he intends to make
another trip abroad within two years.

Seeger submitted a certified copy of an affidavit
dated August 15, 1661, and a Notice of Motion dated August
16, 196M The Motion requested an order granting Seeger
permission to leave the Southern District of New York and
travel outside the United States to and in Canada, the
United Kingdowm, and Holland. On August 22, 1961, the
above Motion was granted by Judge Friendly, United States
Court of Appeals. Second Circuit, on thﬁ”coudlblon that
Seeger appear before the United Stdtes Abborney, at a
room to be designated by him to Seeger's attorney, not
later than November 27, 1961. .

!

-7 / i

&/

_:AGEch(}‘;4;2§:u444L,/52;40435, oo 4% ¢/¢z2ﬁ2/21;

e el

a2§46k72£¢22z¢57—

/(Qﬁ /Jé% %ngy
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RE: PETER SEEGER

seeger Turnished his mailing address ag Dutchess
Junctlop,wBeacoL, New York. He stated he was born . May 23,
1919, at New York GCity.

Seeger set forth the followling itinerary for

himself:

On August 25, 1961, he would leave for Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, for an engagement on August 26, 1961, to
perform at the Le Teatre Club, 1858 St. Luke 3treet, HMontreal.
During the period of August 20, 1961, to September 3, 1961,
he 1s scheduled to attend the International Folk Music
Conference at Lavalle Unilversity, Quebec City, Guebec. He
will then return to the Southern District of New York no
later than September 5, 1961.

On QcbHober 12, 1961, he is scheduled to leave for
London, England, via Montreal, Canada, aboard the Cunard
Liné "Corinthia®, for a series of performances and recordings
for the British.Broadcasting Corporation Radio Deparitment
and Radio Luxemburg in London during the period.from Uctober:
20, 1961, through Gectober 31, 1961. He is scheduled to
leave London after these performances. and arrive in Edin-
borough, 3cotland, on November 32, 1961, and in Glascow,
Scotland, on November L, 1961, to perform. The engagement
in Glascow will be at the St. Andrews Hall, but the
location of the Edinborough performance 1s not known.

Seeger is scheduled to arrive in Liverpool,
England, on November 10, 1961, to perform at the Court
Street Auditorium. On November 12, 1961, nhe is scheduled
to perform at Cambridge University under the ausplces of
Christopher Rowley, President of 3t. Lawrence Soclety,
Clare College, Cambridge University. . In addition, arrange-
ments have been made for Seeger to perform in Holland
during the perilod from November 12, 1961, %o November 18{
1961. Gn November 18, 1961, he 1s scheduled to perform in
TLondon at the Royal Festival Hall.
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PETER SEEGER

)
=
v,

Seeger stated that he has scheduled a return
flight leaving London on November 21, 1961, via Pan American
World Alrweays flight number 101, arriving the same day at
Idlewild Airport, New York City.

Seeger!s passport, renewed on September 26, 1961,
is to be valid to and including November 25, 1961.

‘ s ither
Tnis document contain® N asions of
reccmmendati .
the FBI. It *°
the FBI &n
j¢ and its

aistripute

o be
contents are nogmicy.
ad outside your ag%¥

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 122




1l - Mr. Gurley

September 27, 1961

v m‘% 100~ ;lﬂﬁé’% g3

f§§ ’%f”
< Mr. Jack A.‘Benz

Components Sales cOrporation 4
PostOfTfice Box_118

AR AT

“Ncﬁtﬁ”ﬁﬂami Be%ch .62, Flor&&a

AT B P AT

Dear Mr

M_ESKEi j I have received your letter dated September 23,
1961, with its enclosures.

Nz e

Your interest and caurtesy in furnishing this
information to me are appreciated.

Sincerely yours,a3

w2 =
St g
John Edgar Hogverey
Directoﬁ'.'
e o2
_ oo
— NOTE ON YELLOW: . o R
w ' b
g & E’ Correspondent enclosed a brochure prepared by
8 ¥ & "Friends of Pete Seeger" setting forth background infor-
Z O = mation concerning Seeger and the appeal of his conviction
ﬂfﬁ ©1 for contempt of Congress. Correspondent also enclosed a
- w2 copy of a letter dated August 10, 1961, to Congressman
Francis Walter,nHouse: Committee on Un-American Activities.
In this letter correspondent stated he had received a.
Tolson pamphlet from a communist' front organization. Benz stated &5
Belmont he has been for several years;a devoted fan of folk music. -
vht————— and on many occaSions purchiiséd records on the Vanguard ~

Conrad label recorded, by Pete Seeger and the group with which he is &

- GOOLTITIN Tyl

gﬁﬂ;f———iNOTE ON YELLOW } ONTINUED PAGE TWO
Tavel
Trotter LTG pw’tp( 3 )

Teles Room

W9 Qp@,ld ~00003 56 Page 2T 1




Mr. Jack A. Benz

NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED

Bufiles contain no identlfiable references to
the correspondent ’ :

Pete Seeger is on the Security Index and is a

folk musié“éﬁfﬁ????ﬁ?? He has been reported in the past
as a Communist Party member and active participant over

the years in communist front activities. On July 25,

1956, he refused to answer questions concerning conmunist
'activities and association before the House Committee on
‘Un-American Activities and was indicted for contempt of
Congress on March 26, 1957, Southern District of New York. .
He was found guilty at trial on March 27, 1961. (100-200845)

Bureau has received identical brochure prepared
by "Friends of Pete Seeger” and on August 29, 1961, New York
Office was instructed to furnish summary of information
concerning this organization and recommendation whether
investigation was warranted. (100-435934) -
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COMPONENTS SALES CORPORATION

MANUFACTURER'S REPRESENTATIVES
POST OFFICE BOX 178
NORTH MIAMI BEACH 62 FLORIDA
BRANCH OFFICE: P.O. BOX 7087 ® ST. PETERSBURG 34, FLORIDA e 7-7904 TELEPHONE: WI 5.7721

A

September 23, 1961 . | /

-

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Weshington, D.C.

Attn: Subversive Activities Dept.

Gentlemen:

hnclosed you will find both & pamphlet which I recelved additional -
copies of the other day and a letter which ¥ sent to the House
Committee on Unamerican Activities regarding this pamphlet. I //1’
/ lbelieve the letter will be self-explanatory and I am sure that
the pamphlet will be also. N
g
F do hope that you will look into this matter and try to squelch
this thing before it gets started. Although I think that Pete
Seeger 1s one of the greatest talents today 1n the folk muslc fleld,
his conviection must be upheld at all costs.
: Hopeing that this information will be of assistance to you, I remain i
Yours sincerely,
’§x\ A. Benz
JAB/ j
N /
/25,/
.zv*é; bg%y
@,3“’*?’\) .
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STATEMENT IN COURT bY PETE SEEGER
BEFORE JUDGE THOMAS F. MURPHY,
FEDERAL COURT, NEW YORK

April 4, 1961

" Pete Seeger:

THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR. After hearing myself
talked about, pro and con, for three days, I am grateful
for the chance to say a few unrestricted words.

First, I should like to thank my lawyer for his masterly
presentation of my defense. He has worked over many
long weeks and months, knowing that it is beyond my
power to pay him adequately for his work. I believe that
he, and great legal minds like Justice Hugo Black and
Dr. Alexander Meiklejohn, have explained far better
than I can why they believe the First Amendment gives
an American citizen the right to refuse to speak upon
occasion.

Secondly, I should like to state before this court, much
as I did before Congressman Walter’s committee, my
conviction that I have never in my life said, or sup-
ported, or sung anything in any way subversive of my
country. Congressman Walter stated that he was in-
vestigating a conspiracy. I stated under oath that I had
never done anything conspiratorial. If he doubted my
word, why didn’t he even question it? Why didn’t he
have me indicted for perjury? Because, I believe, even
he knew that I was speaking the truth.

Some of my ancestors were religious dissenters who
_came to America over 300 years ago. Others were abo-
litionists in New England of the 1840’s and 50’s. I be-
lieve that in choosing my present course I do no dishonor
to them, or to those who may come after me.

I am 42 years old, and count myself a very. lucky man.
I have a wife and three healthy children, and we live
in a house we built with our own hands, on the banks
of the beautiful Hudson River. For twenty years I have
been singing folksongs of America and other lands to
people everywhere. 1 am proud that I never refused to
sing to any group of people because I might disagree
with some of the ideas of some of the people listening
to me. 1 havé sung for rich and poor, for Americans
of every p@smble political and religious opinion and
persuasifon} iof every race, color, and creed.

The House committee wished to pillory me because it
didn’t like some few of the many thousands of places
I have sung for. Now it so happens that the specific
song whose title was mentioned in this trial, ‘Wasnt
That A Time” is one of my favorites. The song is
apropos to this case. I wonder if I might have your
permission to sing it here before I close?

Judge Murphy: You May Not!

NN B P e TR0 O Pt

I have sung. I hope to be able to continue singing these
songs for all who want to listen, Republicans, Demo-
crats, and Independents. Do I have the right to sing
these songs? Do I have the right to sing them anywhere?

What You Can Do

Write to President John F. Kennedy, your con-
gressman, your.local newspapers, to register your
views.

Plan affairs in your city, college or high school,
camps, Or organizations, to give support to Pete
Seeger.

Send contributions to help in the legal costs of
the case and printed material. Such contributions
should be made payable to Harold Leventhal and
sent to Rm. 602, 200 West 57th Street, New
York 19, N. Y.

Additional copies of this brochure and other
material on the case will be mailed to you in
any quantities desired. Just drop us a letter for
such material to be passed around to your friends,
and all interested people.

FOR PETE'S SAKE and for the sake
of America — let's Keep Pete Seeger
out of jail!

x X %k K

his - brochure is prepared by Friends of

Pete Seeger in New York. We urge you .
to initiate activities in support of Pete in your
community and to keep us advised of such
activities. All correspondence and inquiries
should be sent to Harold Leventhal, Rm. 602,
200 West 57th St., New York 19, N. Y.

e
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Should
Pete Seeger

it would put Pete Seeger in the first rank of
American folk singers. | think he ought to
be a free man, roving the American land-
scape, singing for the audiences who love

him — Republican, Democrat, and Inde-
pendent.”

Carl Sandburg

€€. . . THE NOTION THAT THE REPUBLIC IS A
SAFER PLACE BECAUSE THE JUSTICE DEPT.
HAS CAUGHT UP WITH HIM IS THE KIND OF
FANTASY TO WHICH WE HAVE BEEN SUB-
JECTED TOO LONG. NO ONE HAS REMOTELY
SUGGESTED THAT SEEGER IS A SPY OR A
SABOTEUR, OR THAT HE POSSESSES ANY
KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH DREARY AREAS. THE
COMBINED POWER OF THE HOUSE COMMIT-
TEE AND THE JUSTICE DEPT. THAT SHOULD
BE RALLIED TO IMPRISON HIM IS A BITTER
BURLESQUE. SOME JAIL WILL BECOME A
MORE JOYOUS PLACE IF HE LANDS THERE,
AND THINGS WILL BE BLEAKER OUTSIDE”.

From an editorial NEW YORK POST
March 31, 1961




On top of old Smokey
All covered with snow,

| lost my true lover
From a-courting too slow.

EMEMBER THAT SONG? It was at the top of the

hit parade ten years ago. In 1951 the coun-
try “sang along” with the tall, skinny guy with the
long, skinny banjo who sang this song, as millions
of Americans heard it on the nation’s airwaves and
from the juke boxes in all corners of the country.

The singer’s name is Pete Seeger—and since then
millions of Americans have continued to hear him
sing the wonderful songs of our folk music heritage
on records, on the radio and television, and in count-
less concert appearances in almost every state of the
Union. The resurgence and great interest in folk
music today is due to a large extent to the dynamic
personality and talent of Pete Seeger.

Today, Pete Seeger is a man who stands convicted
of a “crime” against the United States. of America.
This brochure has been written to tell you about
Pete Seeger and his “crime.”

Backgroimd of the .Ca'se. .

‘In the summer of 1955, during the height of the
McCarthy hysteria, the House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee held hearings in New York City to
conduct “investigations of subversive activities in
the entertainment industry.” For these hearlngs the
Committee subpoenaed a number of actors, smgers
radio and television personalities, and others in the
field of entertainment. Among those subpoenaed was
Pete Seeger, who appeared before the Committee
on August 15th, 1955.

In the course of the inquiry, the Committee asked
Seeger questions about the songs he sang and where
he sang them, plus questions about his personal po-
litical beliefs and associations. Believing, as do many
other Americans, that no person or group, private or
public, has the right to ask any citizen such ques-
tions, Seeger refused to answer these particular ques-
tions. “I feel that I have never done anything of a
conspiratorial nature,” said Seeger to the Committee,
“and I resent being called before the Committee
just because my opinions differed.”

NW:ai 2849 Boatd QU0 35 hiParge 1 WHich

Pete Seeger refused to answer. He did not invoke
the Fifth Amendment of the United States Consti-
tution, but rather felt his refusal to answer these

questions was protected under his basic right of free
speech and free association. He was warned that his
refusal to respond would be construed as being in
“contempt of Congress”, but Seeger persisted in his
stand as a matter of principle. He was dismissed from
the hearing.

In April of 1956, upon recommendation of the
House Un-American Activities Committee, the House
of Representatives by vote, cited Pete Seeger for
“contempt of Congress”. Shortly thereafter the Jus-
tice Department prepared a ten-count indictment,
one count for each question which Seeger refused to
answer. In New York, just before he was to set out

‘on a national concert tour, Pete Seeger was arraigned

and brought before a Federal Judge in New York
City where the indictment was read to him and to

‘which he pleaded: not guilty. Pending trial, Seeger

was released in $1,000 bail. Mr. Paul L. Ross was
engaged as Seeger’s counsel.

~ The Trial ‘

The trial itself was not held until almost five years
later. After countless delays and postponements the
trial opened at the Federal Court House in New York
City on March 27th, 1961 with Judge Thomas F.

. Murphy on the bench. A jury was selected. The
Federal - Assistant District Attorney presented the.

government’s case against Seeger with a “criminal
charge” based upon the ten counts of the indictment.
The trial took three days during which time argu-
ments were set forth by both sides. Mr. Paul Ross
told the jury that Seeger’s contention was that it
was improper and immoral for any government body
to ask the questions put to him. “It is our conten-
tion,” said Ross, “that in no instance in this com-
mittee’s investigation was the matter of national
security, espionage, sabotage, or the advocating of
the violent overthrow of the Government involved.”
At the conclusion 6f the trial the jury found Seeger
guilty on all ten counts of the indictment.

' Seeger Sentenced

On April 4th, Seeger appeared in court to hear
Judge Murphy sentence him to one year in jail on
each of the ten counts and fined him court fees. The

Judge ruled that the jail terms would be served con- |
currently. In an unusual action, the Judge refused to
continue Seeger on bail and remanded him to begin
serving his sentence. Paul Ross immediately applied
to the United States Court of Appeals, which ruled
that Pete Seeger could be released on $2000 bail
pending further appeal. Upon posting of the bond,
Seeger was freed.

Seeger’s appeal is scheduled to be heard sometime
in the fall of 1961. In the event the Court of Ap-
peals does not reverse the conviction, Pete Seeger -
and his legal counsel are prepared to take their case
up to the Supreme Court.

At the moment Pete Seeger is a free man. In the
next few months, as he has done for twenty years,
he will bring his banjo before audiences throughout
Anmerica, singing the traditional songs of our past
and the hopeful songs of our future.

But sometime in the next year or so, a Federal
Marshal may put a pair of handcuffs on those gifted
hands whose racing fingers have brought delight to
so many millions.

Pete Seeger may be placed in a cell in some Federal
Prison, his songs locked up with him.

If this happens, we Americans will lose a great deal.
We will lose Pete Seeger’s music for a year—music
which is inspiring and  beautiful. But we will lose
more than that. For if Pete Seeger can go to jail
then we in America will have permitted this shame
and our democratic heritage will be violated.

To help keep Pete Seeger out of jail, many friends
of Pete Seeger in all parts of the country want to
do whatever they can that this travesty on justice
and freedom should not happen. By publicizing the
facts in this case, we hope to convince others of the
injustice which has taken place. We encourage you
to do whatever we can.



SUITE 602
200 West 57th Street

New York 19, New York
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[:l Please send me....cwcee-- additional quantities of the brochure on the
Pete  Seeger case. ’

D Please keep me informed about the progress of the case.

Enclosed please find $-eeovemeemseceen- as & contribution to help in the legal
and printing expenses.
(Make checks payable to HAROLD LEVENTHAL)

Name

Address

City— Zone State
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Synopsis:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

TTIAL

CONFID
SA ZAVEN JARDARIAN | Office: SAN FRANCISCO
July 18, 1961 -
100—39112 Bureau File No.:

PETER SEEGER

SECURITY MATTER - C

California Labor School 1956 Fall program reflected PETER SEEGER
was to glve a concert on 10/6/56 in San Francisco. This concert
was reportedly held 10/6/56 in San Francisco. A PETER SEEGER

. concert under auspices of the NCCPFB was reported as held

11/14/57 at Berkeley, California. .

flected PETE. SEEGER recelved a maximum one year prison senteénce
for contempt of the HCUA., A folk music concert for benefit of"
PETE SEEGER was reported held 5/5/61 at Sacramento, California.
PETE SEEGER First Amendment, Sponsored by SFCCPAF was reported

as held 5/12/61 in San Francisco, California.

DETAILS:

- RUC =~

HI‘RB,T}, “ ‘ ‘:

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA EXCEN? pj

On October 31, 1955, SF T-1 furnished an announce-

ment of a program entitled "Folk Music Today" to be presented
by California Labor School (CLS) on October 28, 1955, at 37
Elgin Street, San Francisco. .One of the principal attractions
in this program was listed as PETE SEEGER.
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The CLS, Inc., 321 Divisadero Street,

" San Francisco, Callifornia, has been

designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450,

The September 26, 1956 issue of "People's World"

(PW), a west coast Communist newspaper, reflected the following

article:

Guardian" (NG), a characterization of which is contained in the

"PETE SEEGER, GREAT FOILK SINGER,“
concert, Scottish Rite Aud., S.F.,
8:30 p.m,, Sat., Oct, 6, Tickets
$1.25, $1. 75° UN 3-3023 or
Sherman-Clay -

The September 24 1956 issue of the . "National

appendix, reflects the following article:

which reflecteddamong other things that..."PETE SEEGER 1s coming

"PETE SEEGER"

"Folksinger and'king ‘of the 5-string
banJO, 8 30 p mo, Satcp Oct 6,

Scottish Rite Auditorium: only local
concert on this tour, Tickets UN 3- 3023,"

On September 20 1956 SF T-2 furnished a CLS leaflet

to Scottish Rite Auditorium’ Saturday, @ctober.6 at 8:30 p.m. .
Let us know soon how many tickets you wish for your famlly and

friends.

Order early as we expect a maJor turn out for this

cultural event of the ¥ear..."

On September 18, 1956 SF T-3 furnished a CLS 1956,

fall program which reflected, among other things, that PETE
SEEGER was to give a concert on October 6, 1956 at the Scottish
Rite Auditorium, :
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On October 15, 1956 SF T-4 advised that PETE SEEGER
concert was held October 6, 1956 at Scottish Rite Auditorium
in San Francisco. Admission was $1.25 for general seats, $1. 75
for reserve seats and approximately 600 indiViduals attended

- On May 31, 1957 SF T=5" furnished a leaflet entitled
"Oonce They Did It to Speak-Easies, Now They Do It to Schools,"
This leaflet included a "Time Table of Critical Events in the .
Iife of the California Labor School," which gave a thumbnail
history of the CLS and a list of individuals who have appeared’
at the school.  The name PETER SEEGER 18 included in this list,

The November 10, 1957 issue of the San Franclsco

Chronicle, a San Francisco daily newspaper, reflected the follow-

ing article: -

"FOLK SONG RECITAL- PETE SEEGER in 'Folk
Songs of Many Lands,? 2450 Sutte% Street
8: :30 p. m." , ,

on- September 5, 1957 SF T-6 advised that at a meet—
ing of the Northern California Committee for Protection of
Foreign Born (NCCPFB) on September L, 1957 at 33 Sanchez .
Street, San Franclsco, a letter from the office of PETE SEEGER
was read, This letter enclosed a contract according to which
SEEGER agreed to sing for the NCCPFB on November 14, 1957
$200. It was voted at the meeting to accept this offer.(}‘S

Charaoterizations of the NCCPFB is con- o
tained in the appendix. o 25*

' On October 3, 1957 SF T—Tdfurnished the September-
October 1957 issue of "The Light," official publication of the
NCCPFB., This publication reflected that the Fifth anniversary
of the Festival of Nationalities would be celebrated on
November 14, 1957 at Finnish Hall, 1819 10th Street, Berkeley,‘
California and that PETE SEEGER would participate,.
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‘ On October 3, 1957 SF T-8 also furnished a copy of
the above mentloned issue of "The Light."

On November 21, 1957 SF T-6 advised that a PETE
SEEGER concert under the auspices of the NCCPFB was held
November 14, 1957 at Finnish Hall, 1819 10th Street, Berkeley,
California and that approximately 400 individuals attended
PETE SEEGER sang American, Flnnlsh, Jewish, Mexican and
German folk songs, SEEGER also wondered why only poor people
were deported and not bankers pr blg businessmen [EOverﬁﬂ,OOO
was raised for the NCCPFB

K The November o, 195 issue of "San Francisco
Examiner" a San Francisco ‘daily newspaper, reflected the
following article: ,

"Folk Singer To Give Program" o

"A special children's program of’ folk singing
willl be given by PETE SEEGER Nov. 16--at 2:30 ~
P.m. in the Marina Junioer High School Auditorium.

"SEEGER, one of the countryh foremost folk -
singers; uses a .five string-banjo in accom- :
panying himself, The children's program will
be made up of nonsense songs, participation
games and animal songs," S

The -October 30, ‘1957 issue of the "Berkeley Dally:
Gazette," a Berkeley, California daily newspaper, reflected.

~that PETE SEEGER would perform in a folk music concert on

November 17,:1957 at the Little Theatre, Grove Street and
Allston Way, Berkeley, California, .

o " The April 26 19 9 issue of the San Prancisco
Chronicle contained an arfgcle reflecting that PETE SEEGER,
who was described as. "America‘'s greatest folk singer," would

, appear on May 9, 1959.at the Berkeley Community Theatre,

Grove Street and Allston way, Berkeley.

\ | | :;_4 _
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reflected

' The June 7, 1959 issue of the San Francisco Chronicle

reflected
give four

The May 10, 1959 issue of the San Francisco Chronicle

the followling article:
"TODAY" |
"PETE SEEGER, folk singer, in a special free

concert. farchildren., Parents not admitted,
Live Oak Park Recreation Center, Berkeley,

~at 2 p.m. He will also appear at 8:30 p,.m.

at Palo Alto Senior High School, Palo Alto."

that PETER SEEGER was one of $ix singers who would
‘concerts on June 25, 26, 27 and 28 at’ Hertz Hall,

University of California.

following

The April 8 1961 issue of the Pw reflects the
article- .

"SEEGER GETS MAXIMUM coa
ONE-YEAR PRISON TERM" gfi‘*“

"NEW YORK - PETE SEEGER, a folk singer who is
particular about the audiences before which ‘he
Sings, recelved a m@ximum one year prison sen-
tence for: contempt of the House Un-American
Committee° X v e ~wf'

"SEEGER had been convicted on March 29 for requing |

to answer questions about his political bellefs be-
fore the committee in 1955o He stood on the First
Amendment. o ' _ e A

"U,S. Judge THOMAS F. MURPHY tried to get the
singer to sing one last time before pronouncing
sentence 1ast Tuesday. : o

"'Would you telf\me now if you are now or have been

‘a member: of the Communist party?' the judge asked
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“JI decline to answer,' SEEGER repliea;fv

"To the maximum sentence Judge MURPHY added a vin-

dictive refusal to grant bail pending appeal, ;
ordering SEEGER topprison. However, SEEGER's =~ i
attorney, PAUL ROSS, quickly went before the U.S. ‘
Court of Appeals, which set bail at $2 OOOc

"The 42 year.old SEEGER is married and has three
children, -He came to court with his banjo in a
canvas-covered case. -

'~ "Before sentencing, Asst. U, S. Atty. IRVING YOUNGER
- told Judge MURPHY that SEEGER had performed before
24 organizations,deemed ‘subversive' by the Attorney
General. , .

on May 8 1961 SF T~9 advised that a folk music
concert was held in the auditorium of the Tuesday Club, 2722
L Street, Sacramento, California, on May 5, 1961, for’ the
benefit of PETE SEEGER., SF T-9 stated that approximately
250 individuals attendéd and. that of this number. 200 dppeared
to be college students. During intermission a request was
made for funds to aid PETE SEEGER° o )

The May 1, 1961 issue ‘of ‘the San Francisco Chronicle
reflected the following item in the column of cpiumnist HERB
CAEN: S

M. eosFOlk Singer PETE SEEGER will sing the blues oo
) at Longshore Aud. May l2th--and blues is what he's
got_plenty of; he's free on appeal after being =
clobbered for a year's jail sentence for refusing
to sing before the HUAC.' " N

' SF T=5 on May 1. 1961 and SF T—lO on May 9, 1961,
furnished a.leaflet quoted in part as. follows-

"THE FIRST AMENDMENT FOR ALL AND B o ' |
ALL FOR PETE . . . - f

tgthégr‘”%ﬁ&%ﬁﬁ‘&ﬁ“?e that Sf'éﬁé’%“gfy%ﬁe
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Firsﬁ Amendment. Hear speakers Carlton
Goodlet, Norman Leonardﬁfand Harry Bridgesﬁf
call for abolition of the HCUA..." .

T~ .

The leaflet also contained a list of honored guests

which list inclyded the names HARBARA DANE, BERNARD DREYFUS,
BERTRAM EDISES /VCHARLES GARRYf> ALVINA REYNOLDS5yPEGGY and
ALLEN OHTA. The leaflet also reflected the concert -would -be
held on May 12, 1961, at the Longshoremen's Auditorium, 301
Beach Street, San Francisco and that it would be sponsored
by the San Francisco Citlzens Committee to Preserve American

~ Freedoms (SFCCPAF), 345 Franklin Street,  San Francisco.

A characterization -of - the SFCCPAF 1s con=-
tained in the appendix°

y SF T=11 advised on October. 20, 1948 that CARLTON - |
REOODLETT was.dropped as a member of the Dewey *5;~;4;M%;

B) for having failed to attend meetings for a
period of . six monthsa

SF T—12, a self admitted member of the CP from
1935 to 1950, advised on March 4, 1955 that
NORMAN LEONARD was a member of the Lawyers; -
Group,. SFCCP during the period 1935. to. 1950

Records of United States District Court,,San .
Francisco, reflect that on May 25, 1949, - HARRY
BRIDGES was indicted for criminal acts of.
perjury and conspiracy to conceal CP member-
ship, thereby fraudulently obtaining United
States citizenship. On.April 4, 1950, BRIDGES
was convicted of these charges. On appeal the
9th Circult Court of Appeals upheld this con-.
viction, However, based on the statute of
limitations having run, the United States
Supreme Court reversed the decision on June 15,
19530 ' ’
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SF T-13 advised on July 20, 1950 thatﬂBABBAﬂAum% “me%
WDANE ha been'ex-e,ﬂfz4m.omq he. :; ide Branch, {_ #

v

: BEVERLY PAT -NT self admitted member of the CP Jx’ FE ~
8 1049 advised on March 7, 1953 that

YFUS had been .a.member of.the New ¢ /5’4’ £,
FCCP uring the mid 1940's, » \MWMmmmW

Era Clqgﬁ°

. SF 7-12 advised on March 4, 195 th t CHARLES
.y GARRY and BERTRAM EDISES, both e Lawyers
v § Group of the SFCCP in the. 1940%s and remained_,
Q members until 1950, -

SF T—14 advised on February 13, 1950 that
MALVINA REYNOLDS was a member of the CP at Long
Beach, California,’

SF T-15 advised on March 5 1947 that PEGGY £
[A was_a member of the Cé as o% that date. éiéigﬁﬁﬁ’_

“, SF T-16 advised on August 7, 1951, that- ALLEN
{OUTA was drogplnawoutmof Laboerouth.League ’
YL ) activity in order tha p "C

as chairman of his unit in the CP,TK

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to
4 Executive Order 10450

On May 15, 1961, SF T-17 advised that a meeting of
the SFCCPAF was held May 12, 1961, at 301 Beach Street, San
Francisco,. SF T-17 advised that approximately 1500 people _
were present, CARLTON GOODLETT, Chairman of the meeting, : !
introduced a number of people. on the staff and in the audience
who were present as honored guests, NORMAN LEONARD spoke '
on behalf of the CCPAF and stated that the Supreme Court was
wrong in upholding the convictions for contempt of those
persons who had refused to answer questions before the House
Committee on Un~American Activities (HCUA), basing their re~
fusal on the First Amendment, ) : ‘

RN

-8 -
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ROBERPAWEISENBACH stated that he hoped those
people who had/sypported him in connection with his trial
for the alleged stRAjking on his part of a police officer
during the riot whicéh ensued on May 13, 1960, at the HCUA
hearings being held in San Francisco on that date, would
“néew support PETE SEEGER and other people like him, PETE
SEEGER sang a few songs and was followed on the program by
HARRY BRIDGES who castigated the HCUA as being a "terrible
bunch of people for persecuting innocent people.".

, BRIDGES stated that everyone sheuld write and urge
their Congressmen to work towards the abolishment of the HCUA,
BRIDGES stated that PETE SEEGER may have to go tojall but.
that he would be back playing his banjo upon his release,
BRIDGES stated that more could be done through singing to get
the word out to the people than by any other means.

, CARLTON GOODLETT gave a collection speech stating
that the MEISENBACH trial had cost a.great deal of money and
the CCPAF needed funds to pay legal costs for people who were
currently defending themsgdves on contempt citations,

| PETE SEEGER and.MALVINA REYNOLDS completed this
program by singing paradies of songs dealing with the washing
of the students down the San Francisco City»Hall“Sﬁairs._

SF T-2 advised on May 15, 1961 that the PETE SEEGER
First Amendment concert sponsored by the SFCCPAF was held
May 12, 1961 at the Longshoremen's Auditorium, .301 Beach
Street, San Francisco. CARLTON GOODLETT was chairman and
he and HARRY.BRIDGES spoke on the HCUA, NORMAN LEONARD spoke
on the First Amendment, .PETE SEEGER and others took part in
the entertainment. L T

- SF T-18 advised on May 17, 1961 that the PETE .
SEEGER First Amendment concert, sponsored by the SFCCPAFwa
was held on May 12, 1961, -at 301 Beach Street; San Francisco,
NORMAN LEONARD and HARRY BRIDGES werev among the speakers,
Coples of the PW were sold outside the door, -
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The May 20, 1961 issue of the PW reflects an
article quoted as follows.

"2 500 HEAR, CHEER SEEGER"

"SAN FRANCISCO-~ Exactly ohe year to the day
after San Franclisco pollce hosed demonstrators
against the House Un=-American Committee down the
City Hall stairs opponents of the Commlttee
demonstrated thelr aversion to 1ts methods 1n
another way here. .

"A cheering, singing crowd of more that 2 500 N
.persons Jammed Longshoremen's Hall last Friday
‘night (May 12) to hear a victim of the Committee.
sing, to sing. with him, to pay him tribute and

to give him encouragement and assistance -in his
fight against those who would Silence his voice
and his banjo. e

"MANY YOUNG

"pete Seeger, one of the nation's most ‘popular

folk singers, came to town to.sing in his own

defense.v Seeger has been convicted of contempt

of Congress for 'standing on the First.Amendment oo
in his refusal to testify before the-Un-~Ameri- o
can Committee. His case is now on appeal. i o

"The rally, sponsored by the San Francisco . |
Committee to Preserve American Freedoms, drew :
the support of many notables and a whooping, o
cheering crowd that included many young people.

‘"The highlight of the concert was the singing

of songs about which Seeger had been questioned

on the_occasion of his appearance before the

Committee., Then came the song, the rendition ,

of which the.audience had not heard. It was S

- 10 -
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the song he had offered to sing to the judge at
the time of his conviction, but the judge didn't
want to hear it. 'Wasn't That A Time,' is a

song that tells a story of great battles for free-~
dome in the history of the United States. And
along with the narrative Seeger recited parts
played in those battles by his ancestors and him-
self, including his duty in the service of his
country during World War II.

"PIGAR SPEAKS

"Michael{Tigar, University.of.Callifornia-.student,

told the 'r y there were many other ways to

defend civil Idberties than to understand, and

cite, the legal arguments., 'It is speaking out

when others attempt to slilence you that 1s P

standing up for c1v11 1iberties.

"Then Tigar presented to the audience Robert
Meisenbach, student recently acquitted on"
charges of assaulting a policeman during the
events of a year ago., After prolonged applause,
Meisenbach spoke briefly. :

"Main speaker was Harry Brldges, president of
the Intl. Longshoremen's & Warehousemeri's Union,
who said, 'We are in for some serious trouble if
we let our guard down before this committee.

"From the Federal penitentiary in Atlanta, Ga.,
came a message from another man who has stood
up to the Committee and refused to answer its
questions -- Frank Wilkinson. The chalrman, Dr.
Carlton Goodlett, read Wilkinson's words, “I .
believe that for each of us who speaks out and
are jailed others, students and non-students,
wlll raise thelr voices in defense of the Bill
of Rights.'"

-1

FU.

T \"“ka“rw(t‘,v“ \\ﬂ

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 146 - R A




SF 100-~3911%&

SF T=19 advised on September 17, 1952,
that FEANK WILKINSON was a CP member,

o 12 -
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"NATIONAL GUARDIAN"

"Established by the American Labor Party in
1047 as a 'progressive' weekly...Although it denles having !
any affiliatien with the Cemmunist Party (CP), it has | '
manlifested itself from the beginni &s a virtual official
propaganda arm of Soviet Russia." - (Committee on Un~
American Activities, Report, "Trial by Treason: The
National Commlttee to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs
and Morton Sebell," August 25, 1956, p. 12.)

APPENDIX PAGE
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. NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 148

| ' | 1
- I
- E | | | B

| S




SFleO-39112
ZJ/jmp

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE )f'
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN .

The "Daily People's World", now known as the
"People's World," a West Coast Communist newspaper, of
November 2, 1950, page 10, columns 1 and 2, contained an
article entitled, "Northern California Committee for Foreign
Born Planned." This article stated that plans for the
organization of a Northern California Committee for Protection
of Foreign Born would be made at a meeting on November 6,
1950, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California.

A source advised on May 11, 1961, that the
Northern California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born,
although an independent organization, carries out a program
of activity in Northern California which coincides with the
aims of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign
Born (ACPFB). .

The source further advised that the Northern
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born continues
to be active 1n defending the foreign born in deportation
proceedings and in securing support for the repeal of the
Walter-Me Carran Law.

The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney

Geﬂeral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450. ‘ _

APPENDIX PAGE

- 14 -
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SAN FRANCISCO CITIZENS COMMITTEE
TO PRESERVE AMERICAN FREEDOMS -~

i
s <

A source advised on April 7, 1960, that a San
Francisco affiliate of the Citizens Committee to Preserve
American Freedoms (CCPAF) had been established at a meeting
held in San Francisco on April L, 1960. The source advised
that the San Francisco afflliate, to be known as the San
Francisco CCPAF, would carry out in Northern California,
the program of the CCPAF,

Source advised on May 15, 1961, that the San
Francisco CCPAF is active.

APPENDIX PAGE

i 15,:
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CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE AMERICAN:FREEDOMS

A source advised on May 4, 1960, that.the

. Citizens. Committee to Preserve American Freedoms was
organized in Los Angeles, California, in January, 1952,
for the announced purpose of supporting a number of in-
dividuals from the medical and legal professions who

had been subpoenaed to appear before the House Committee
on Un-American: ActiVities.

Since 1ts establishment, the Citizens Committee
to Preserve American Freedoms, in extending its scope,
has worked for. the abolition of all Congressional State,
and local committees investigating subversive activities
and in the latter part of. 1954 became: very active in op-
position to State and Federal 1egislation directed at the
Communist movement

FRANK' WILKINSON Executive Secretary of the
Citizens Committee to Preserve American Freedoms, is de-
scribed by the source as the ”brains and energy" behind
* the organization

o Another source adv1sed -on September 17, 1952,
that FRANK WILKINSON was a Communist Party: member as” of
September, 1952

APPENDIX
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£D-323 (3-28-60) . ) S .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please‘que,;;"to SRR « ‘ : ]
File No- 3 00~39112 San Francisco, California
Title PETER SEEGER
Character SECURITY MATTER - C
Reference Report of SA ZAVEN JARDARIAN

dated and captioned as above
at San Franclsco, '

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

e e

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.

: It is‘the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
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. x . o
There 1S no report dﬂ‘i{ﬁgorga tion reflecting CP
membership on the part o CHAEL TIGAR, .

SF T-19 advfged on Sep em mber 17, 1952
that FRANK WILKINSON was a CP member.

S
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‘Bufile 100-388654.

A | "_ _
P 1 - fu~ Kleinkauf

SAC, New York August 29, 1961

pirector, FBI (100-New)

- FRIENDS OF PETE SEEGER
- INTERNAL SECURITY - C

.  The Bureau is in receipt of a brochure prepared
by captioned organization and setting forth background
information concerning Seeger and his appeal of his :
conviction for contempt of Congress. The brochure states

‘that all correspondence and inquiries should be sent to

Harold Leventhal, Room 602, 200 West 57th Street,
Rew York 19, New York, ‘ o o

. Buresu indices contain no prior references to
captioned organization. It is noted that Seeger is subject

of your file 100-83801, Bufile 100-200845. Leventhal is ;
apparently identical with the subject of your file 100-103040,

You are instructed to furnish the Bureau with
a summary of the information in the files of your office
concerning this organization; a summary of the contacts

- of confidential informants and sources of your office

@ 100-200845 (Seeger) | I -y e
1 - 100-388654 (Leventhal) %@Q&% -

concerning it; and your recommendation whether investigation

- of this organization is warranted pursuant to Section 87E

of the Manual of Instructions.

C),

A7 AUG v 1967

C e crm— [

JHK :maxr . ' ' “TYELLOW

6) : A DUPLICATE
( - AUG 29 1961
i MAIED .
/ \
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4/27/61
by
AIRTEL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (105-53345) .
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (105-21645) g
SUBJECT: BORIS GEORGIEVICH STRELNIKOV
IS - R |

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |

. Enclosed herewith are 5 copies of a letterhead
memorandum for the Bureau containing information furnished by
| a highly confidential and sensitive source who has
furnished reliable information in the past. The source
furnished this information on 4/27/61.

This letterhead memorandum is classified Confldential
in view of the sensitive nature of the source, whose identity
if known, would tend to compromise the future effectiveness
and use of the source.

: Information furnished by source pertains to a
news article entitled "Springtime and Under Arrest”, submitted
by BORIS GEORGIEVICH STRELNIKOV, Soviet Pravda correspondent,
NYC, to the Pravda offices, Moscow, USSR. The article deals
with PETERQQE@Q@B, folk singer, who was sentenced to a year's
imprisonment for contempt of Congress. A

Information from this source, 1f used in a report,
must be most carefully paraphrased in order to protect the
source. Under no circumstances should any unauthorized persons

. become aware we have knowledge of the above information.

{3~ Bureau (;105-—5334§2L(Encls.5)(RM)
2 = New York é105-210 5)

(1 - 100-83801) (PETER SEEGER) l! 09200 595~
LAB:hte NOT RECORDED
(6) 154 ARR—E 196
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TR N.\ . ST
UNI. O STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jt_,iCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
e New York, New York

In Reply, Please Refer to April 27, 1961

File No.

Re: Boris Georgievich Strelnikov

A highly confidential and sensitive source who has
furnished reliable information in the past advised on April 27,
1661, that Boris Georgievich Strelnikov, Soviet Pravda
correspeondent, New York City, had submitted a news article
entitled, "Springtime and Under Arrest”, to the Pravda offices,
Moscow, USSR. .

Pravda is a dally newspaper published in Moscow
and 1s the organ of the Central Moscow Committee of the
Communist Party in the Soviet Union,

Source advised the article read as follows:

"In the early part of April, a New York court sent
a well-known American folk singer, Peter Seeger, to prison
simply because he refused to answer the quesfions of a 'Mc Carthy-
style! committee of 'Witch Hunters'!. Seeger came to court with
his banjo and told the court that, 'I'm not guilty of anything,
either in the eyes of my country or my people'. Seeger told
the court that he merely sings songs of love, peace and strife.
Seeger offered to sing for the court but they refused to hear
him. Seeger was put in jail. Nevertheless other voices are
able to sing of peace = the people who participated in the peace
march. - These people were mostly youngsters who were eager to know
about'Yuri Gagarin, Soviet spaceman, Socialism and life in the
USSR.' : :

The April 5, 1961 edition of the "New York Mirror",
page B, contained an article which stated "Folk Singer Pete
Séeger, 42, was sentenced yesterday to a year's imprisonment
for contempt of Congress. A jury convicted him on March 29th
in PFederal Court on 10 counts for refusing to answer questions
before the House Un=American Activities Committee about his
possible Communist affiliations." ‘

. s .
| / i o1 ' This document containg neither
£ ‘(ﬂ,o recommendations nor conclusiong
JO 1Y g, of the FRI. It 10 :
‘» . sl 1Y is the propervty
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OPTIONAL FORM NO." 10

Y
N /{

A\ =
Memorandum
TO DIRECTOR,'FBI (100-200845) - DATE! 4/14/61
jdgowf : SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801)
o |
SUBJECT: PETER SEEGER
SM - C

(00: NEW YORK) '
ReNYteletype dated 4/4/61.

Assistant United States Attorney, IRVING YOUNGER,
USDC, SDNY, advised on 4/4/61, that US Federal Judge THOMA S
MURPHY sentenced SEEGER to one year on each of ten counts
to run concurrently and fined him court charges. This
sentence was appealed by SEEGER and the Court of Appeals

granted bail of $2,000. SEEGER was ordered to file brief on

or before August 1, 1961. The case was set for argument

duging the first week of the Fall Term scheduled for October,
1961. )

This case is being placed in a pending inactive status

~in the NYO and the results of subject's appeal will be followed.

and reported to the Bureau.

3> Bureau (100-200845)(RM) &P | )
1 - New York (100-83801) 66& : ‘ OL)
IM: jmh |
(3) /
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Mr. Belmontyﬁi

2 ,,‘v Y " Mr Cauahan_____

FEDERAL BUREAU OF iN. [ n7y, ¢
U. S. DEPARTMENT of
COMMUNICATIONS SECT

APR 41961
TELETYPE

URGENT»4=4-81 8-23 PM JFA

a7

“T0 DIRECTOR 12 100-200845

FROM SAC, NEW YORK 100-83801 L Ager U8, ATFORNEY

— CoayudisT Lg, 05T, LoveT
PETERSEEGER., SECURITY MATTER BasH AUSA IRVING YOUNGER, USDC,
SOUTHERN Qus7, oF M V.
},;V\ SDNY, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT UNITED STATES FEDERAL JUDGE -

URPHY SENTENCED CEEGER TO ONE YEAR ON EACH OF TEN COUNTS

i;To RUN CONCURRENTLY AND FINED HIM COURT CHARGES. SENTENCE‘WAt\jﬁ;:t
. APPEALED AND COURT OF APPEALS GRANTED BAIL OF TWO THOUSAND '\
: DOLLARS. SEEGER WAS ORDERED TO FILE BRIEF ON-OR BEFORE
AUGUST’ ONE NINETEEN‘S{XTY ONE. CASE SET FORTZ ARGUMENT DURING
FERST WEEK OF FALL TERM SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER NINETEEN SIXTY ONE. |
APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED YOUTHFUL DEMONSTRATORS IN FOLEY,SQUARE;‘“‘y
TEN THIRTY AM WERE PEACEFUL AND ORDERLY. GEEGER RELEASED ¢

AFTER THREE PM WITH APPROXIMATELY THI@TY DEMONSTRATORS PRESENT :

’\:
‘ TO WAVr_ TO HIMs , . gé
. END TR T - i§§%§? REC- gif// Y, c;zwgbd;;”ﬁg
- f/;"‘« S
| sl . Segi A ﬁgp}k@
} g fve M- fﬁ ==
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4 Mr. Tavel - .
oM Trotter _
| Mi W.C.Sullivan
"« ele,” Room
“Mr. Ingram___
AMiss Gandy

" T DIRECTOR 512 1ao~zaosasi;féﬁ;

FROM sacy. NEW YORK 109;8386:. if : ”,1'5 : RSl

| PETER. SEE&ER», sxcuaxrv MATTER DASH. Co AUSA Iavzmc if?ﬁéf :
~'sowy;, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT uuszn SIATES FEDERAL JuncEA
}MURPHY SENTENCED SEEGER TO. ONk YEAR ON EACH.OF Tvm COUNTS {
0 RUN CONCURRENTLY AND FINED HIM COURT CHARGES

'APPEALED AND COURT OF APPVAL” GRM\;‘TED BQIL QF T’eJO THGUSAND
, DOLLARS. S}:EGVR WAS ORBE’RED TO FILE BRIEF ON OR BEFORE

AUCUST “ORE NINETLEN SIXIY ONE. casz SET F@RTH ARGBMENT nuaxme N
'FIRST WEEK OF FALL, ThRﬁ 'SCHEDULED FOR- GCTOBER . NINE EEN SIXTtL;&&¢:' S

OLEY SQUARE
TEN T}!IRTY Aﬁ HERE PEACE‘FUL M&D ORBERLY. SEEGER RELEAEEB

APF’R@KIMATRLY ONE HUNERED YOUTHFUL EEMO?«:STRATORS I‘,

AFTER THREE Ph WITH APPRQXIMATELY TKIETY DEMQNSTRAT@RS PRESENT
~AT0 WAVE TO HIM.,

'hmn

o .
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"ORIG--NR. PARSONS POR DIRECTOR ~ = .

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page T59



u\iﬂﬂivl_v '<>” | FBLI C}
o . _ Date: U4/12/61
| - @gm{% DT o

Transmit the following in

— — N 4 |
_ {Type 1h plainh text or code)
Via_ AIRTEL - - ~ RM
' (Priority or Method of Mailing)
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-341652)
FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (100-78633)  ADBJITOmsATION CONTATNEN
. _ : Gl CSIFIED
é@ﬁ/ SUBJECT: ISIDORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN  BXCENT VEINGHOWN .-
P IS - R; ISA 1950 | QIHERWISE i~
00: NY
[FOIA()(7) - (D) |- '
: vAccording“th \a source that has furnished

reliable iInformation in the past and whose identity must be con-
-cealed; FRANK WILKINSON and NEEDLEMAN discussed the serving of - .
subpoenas on IRVING KAPLAN, HARRY MAGDOFF and ANNETTE RUBINSTEIN,
all officials of the Fund for Social Analysis, calling for their
appearance in Washington on April 26th (apparently before the :
House Committee on Un-American Activities). WILKINSON remarkedg%j

12- Bureau (100-341652)(RM) - cod elilesclagk
//P 1 - 65-58728, IRVING KAPLAN) Classified by s

- 100-3642L6, HARRY MAGDOFF) Declassify o
100-117432, ANNETTE RUBINSTEIN) Ch
100-427468, FUND FOR SOCIAL ANALYSIS)
100-388425, CARL BRADEN)
100-i12324,» FRANK WILKIN?ON) :
100- 33 7’ 'N‘QC. U.AJCo / — , .
100-200845, PEgE’@EEGE /P oo A=
- (1 - 100-19720, SYLVIA CRA"N‘Eg NOT RECORDED
(() Washington Field (Info.)(RM) 198 APR 19 1961
Louisville (Info.)(RM) ‘ :
- Newark (Info.)(RM . o _ —
Los Angeles (Info.)(RM) . , N
New York (100-78633) S “Classific )
65-15119 (IRVING KAPLAN) #33 .
100-96155 (HARRY MAGDOFF) #3 Dectassify
100-9224 (ANNETTE RUBI STEIN? #u24 /
1100-133775 (FUND FOR SOCIAL ANALYSIS) #41
100-123289 (CARL BRADEN) #U412
100-120476 (FRANK WILKINSON) #412-
100-142201 (N,C.A.U.A.C.) #1
100-83801 (PETE SEEGER) #U421 ‘
100-58325 R { RANE) 7421 -
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il rtel to Bureau
NY 100-78633

that there was a new committee set Up in Wa: hington to holdi:

@Eetings in protest against such hearings, a1d he and NEEDLEMAN

agreed that it might be a good idea to have his group schedule

& protest meeting in connection with this paiticular hearing:..
WILKINSON stated that this committee had held a meeting on April

- 8th in behalf of himself and CARL BRADEN., WIILXINSON advised that
he and BRADEN would be speaking in New Jersey .n April 13th‘and on
April 1l4th they would be in Princeton, New Jers:y. WILKINSON
‘added that he, BRADEN and PETE SEEGER would be :neaking on
April 25th, although the location was not mentioed. WILKINSON
mentlioned that during his stay in New York he cowld be reached
eilther through the New York Council to Abolish the Un-American
Activities Committee or through SYLVIA CRANEfé%g

Foregoing for information.
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87tH CONGRESS
18T SESSION . .

RESOLUTION

Relating to a subpena duces tecum addressed to

Ralph R. Roberts, Clerk of the House of
Representatives, in the case of the United
States of America against Peter Seeger.

By Mr. McCorMacKE

MARCH 27, 1961
Considered and agreed to’
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87tz CONGRESS
1sT SESSION

Mr. McCoryack submitted the following resolution; which was considered

Whereas in the case of the United States of Aineriea against

W DN

4

NW: 12819 Docldy 70\9\00\3 ; 6 Page 163

62 APR 131961, S

H. RES. 234

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Marcu 27,1961

and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Peter Seeger (criminal case number C-152-240), pending

in the United States District Court for the Southern District
of New York, a subpena duces tecum was issued 'by the
said court and addressed to Ralph R. Roberts, Clerk of the
House of Representatives, directing him to appear as a
witness before said court on the twenty-first day of March

1960, and to bring with him certain and sundry papers

in the possession and under the control of the House of
Representatives: Therefore be it A”J o) - s Uﬁ/ L
Resolved, That by the privileges of this House no evi-
dence of a documentary character under the conteel-end in
NOT RECORDED
the possession of the House of ReprasenteRva2dfb) by the

mandate of process of the ordinary cowstaef JusticeT™Pe taken

Lty srs. 200 F7
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from such control or ‘possession but by its permission; be
it further

Resolved, That when it appears by the order of the court
or of the judg(;, thereof, or of any legal officer charged with
the administration of the orders of such court or judge, that
documentary evidence in the possession and under the con-
trol of the House is needful for use in any court of justice,
or hefore any judge or such legal officer, for the promotion
of justice, this House WiH take such action thereon as will
prorriote the ends of justice consistently with the privileges
and rights of this House; be it further

Resolved, That Ralph R. Roberts, Clerk of the House,
be authorized to appear at the place and before the court
named. in the subpena duces tecum before-mentioned, but
shall not take with him any papers or documents on file in
his office or under his control or in possession or control of
the House of Representatives; be it further | |

Resolved, That when said court ‘determines upon the

materiality and the relevancy of the papers and documents

called for in the subpenzi duces tecum, then the said court,
through a,hy of its officers or agents, have full permission to
“ttend-with all proper parties to the proceeding and then
always at“any place under the orders and control of this

House and také copies of any documents or papers and ‘the

NW: 12819 Docld5/ 0040 s Pagidiifed to supply certified copies of such docu-

s
s
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ments or papers in possession or control of said Clerk that -
the court has found to be material and relevant (except that
under no circumstances shall any minutes or transeripts of
executive sessions of committees, or confidential papers, docu-
ments, or files of the House of Representatives, or any evi-
dence of witnesses in respect thereto, be disclosed or copied)
and which the court or other proper officer thereof shall de-

sire, so as, however, the possession of said documents and

© ® 3 O o kA W b K

papers by' the said Clerk shall not be disturbed, or the same

—
o .

shall not be removed from their place of file or custody under

=t
[

the said Clerk; and be it further

WY
&o

- Resolved, That as a respectful answer to the subpena &

—-
w

copy of these resolutions be submitted to the said court.
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A i 1-Original ‘ -
ot - - l-Yellow .
: 1--Bland ;
1-Coakley ' o
4-1-61
PLAIN TEXT
TELETYPE 'Qk URGENT
&
TO SAC NEW YORK iéR_EC-,Qg g
FROM DIRECTOR FBI /(0 — AL 0 THS— 7
PETER SEEGER, SM DASH C. REURTEL MARCH THREE ONE,
LAST. AUTHORITY GRANTED.
“gxw ' NOTE ON YELLOW: Seeger, Security Index subject, is
it entertainer. Has been reported as Communist Party (CP)

member in the past and active participant over the years
in communist front activities. On 7-25-56, he refused

to answer questions concerning communist activities and
association before the House Committee on Un-American
Activities and was indicted for contempt of Congress on
3-26~57 in the Southern District of New York (SDNY). At

a trial the week of 3-27-61, he was found guilty of con-
tempt, Assistant United States Attorney, New York, has
requested permission to advise U. S, Distriet Judge:
Murphy, SDNY, on 4-4-61, at a presentence hearing, of

the fact that Louis Budenz, John Lautner, and Herman
Thomas, former CP informants, have stated Seeger was a

CP member in approximately 1949. New York Office states
FBI will not be revealed as the source of the information
and inasmuch as the trial is over, no question as to
admissibility of evidence will arise.
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TELETYPE

URGENT 4-1-61 4-35 PM BH

TO SAC NEW YORK 1

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

PETER SEEGER, St DASH C. REURTEL MARCH THREE ONE,
LAST, AUTHORITY GRANTED.
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6 | o ¢ s e
gAY OF iNhE)’TIGﬁTbN
Fepﬁﬁgmbsﬁt:’i‘“MENT OF JUSTICE N G
COMMUN\CMWNS SECTIO ?
MAR 3 11961 o @Onm
% : %{It ‘g::o-‘lch..__’
“EW |- o
EE - f Mr Malohe S » !
| | E 7. Rosen .
| My, Tavel........ (‘
| Mr., Trotter....... !
| Yir. W.C.8ulltvan ,z
| Pele. Room. |
Ml', Ingramwm
" Miss Gandy........
/~f’ :W’-:V -
URGENT/3-31=§1 5-17 PM JFA - | ,v/;jggézki ;

To ARECTOR 16  100-200845
FROM SAC, NEW YORK 100-83801 |
PETER SEEGER, SM DASH C. RENYREP OF SA ARTHUR J. GREENE, JR.,

DATED TWO TWENTY ONE FIFTY SEVEN, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. AUSA

IRVING YOUNGER ON THREE THIRTY ONE INSTANT REQUESTED PERMISSION
TO REVEAL INFO SET FORTH IN REREP”STATING BUDENZ , . THOMAS AND

LAUTNER HAVE IDENTIFIED SEEGER AS A FOR;’!ER MEMBER OF THE CP.

YOUNGER ADVISED THIS INFO IS TO BE DISCLOSED AT A PRE DASH
SENTENCING HEARING BEFORE USDJ MURPHY ON FOUR FOUR NEXT WITHOUT
REVEALING FBI AS SOURCE OF INFO UNLESS REQUESTED BY JUDGE MURPHY.
YOUNGER STATED IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT JUDGE MURPHY WILL

REQUIRE ADMISSION OF REPORT AS EVIDENCE‘AS TRIAL IS OVER

EV IDENCE CANNOT BE ADMITTED. REPLY REQUESTED BY NOON Fougv)§§j

THREE NEXT.

o

- ,9 |
e @é“ o /00/;1599?ng€7?

NY R 1§ WA RAM Y 1% VR
' /&&% %ﬁ{ 12 APR 5 195%
Cey e . s 1
| gxﬁga
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s ) ; i - ii WIF, T0150D. rereme
% J ' N VA ‘ | Mr, Parsong.——
,/ O FEDERAL BUREAY OF mvestBAIIGN - ‘\\wj i Mr, Mohr _ -
ye " y.S. DEPARTMENT OF WSTICE /| || Mr. Belmoni — |
/ , COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. ~ . Mr. Callahar ——
A | 1ieet Mr. Gonrod |
Vs s MAR 3 y, ' Mr. DeLosch =
) - £ ) Mr. Bvans.. . —
yd . TELETYPE . : M. Malone. .. —
/ . : A bir. Rosen . c— |
‘ / T o i My. Tavel. ..,
. / K . /;’ . Mr, Trotter.—
E / Mr. W.C.Sulliven
;o : » 7 : | Tele, Room.—
! ’ - ,{/" . i Mz, Ingrant...
‘ ( . - A o " | Miss Gandy..
E . ; 5 . ’ A e
7 : . ~
s
N i ’ ' . ‘&X‘ﬂ [/ . /
RS i ‘ ' ] /i £
. URGEN'/I;” S*31»61 5-17 PM JFA . /? » ao
. ¥ b/ Yo
A . . R - . . ) i R
TO/DIRECTOR 16 . 100~200845 LI
Lt : . . . - ! 1 3
3 ] . - J A
-FROM SAC, NEW YORK 100-83801 : i ;

_«* PETER SEEGER, SM DASH Co RENYREP OF $A ARTHUR J, GREENE, JR.s

DATEBl§WO TWﬁN?Y ONE FIFTY SEVEN, C?@Tl?ﬁfﬁ AS ABOVE. AUSA

IRV ING| YOUNGER /ON THREE THIRTY ONE INSTANT REQUESTED PERMISSION
To REVEAL INFO SET FORTH IN REREP STAJENG BUDENZ, THOMAS AND
:LAﬁ?MﬁR-HAyE;LDENTIFIED SEEGER AS Aéfbamza‘mxmgzn OF THE CP,
YOUNGER ADVISED THIS INFO IS TO sg;ﬁISCLcszn AT A PRE DASH
 SENTENZING HEARING BEFORE USDJ muﬁpnv ON FOUR FOUR NEXT WITHOUT
'REVEﬁZING FBI AS SOURCE OF INFO UNLESS REQUESTED BY JUDGE MURPHY.

s

YOUNGER STATED IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT JUDGE MURPHY WILL
REQUIRE ADMISSION OF REPORT AS EVIDENCE AS TRIAL IS OVER
EVIDENCE CANNOT BE ADMITTED. REPLY REQUESTED BY NOON FOUR
THREE NEXT | |
END o |

NY R 16 WA RAM L e i
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F;D-SG (Rev. 12-13-56)

FBI

Date: L/3/61 °

|
|
|
]
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
(Type in plain text or code) || (
|
d
|
L

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
Via AIR TEL : RM f
(Priority or Method of Mailing) !

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) f

A ROM. : SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) {

SUBJECT: | | PETER<;%%GER | ‘

(i (00: nv) [FOAI7) - 01 |
| On 4/3/61, | — lwho has furnished reliable

information in the past, made available information received
//’bﬂ | from BETTY GANNETT that the young people were meeting tonight
j at 799 Broadway, NYC, and they would be advised to be at the
' sentencing of PETER SEEGER tomorrow at 10:30 am.

BSS, NYCED and AUSA IRVING YOUNGER advised.

For information of Bureau, T99 Broadway is address
of Advance. Bureau will be further advised i1f. demonstratien
occurs. _ c

- 1

@- Bureau (100-200845) (RM)
1 - New York (100-83801)

DLH: ¢cpr v 153PR 4 1961
(5) N Ko

. Zfl&é&i?ﬁ"’94ﬂé / o | -o%':yl

|
App§v:!zi R 7 ]gﬁ/ "N,S,erllt

NWgles [dSH8003586! Baddrd7o oy
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IsT SESSIO\T

' %I:i K
{ Jf
‘ 7{ IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESR .
‘ (/) L FeBruary 21,1961

: Mr MCCORMACK submitted the following resolution; which was considered
: and agreed to -

RESOLUTHON

VVhereas Representatwe Hrancis E. Walter, a Member of this
-~ House; has. been Qelved with a subpena to appear as a wit-

kness_before the United States District Court for the Southern
o Distii'ot of New York, to testify at the District Court House,
Foley Square in the city of New York, New York, on the
twenty-fifth day of January 19%111 the case of the United -
T States of America ageunst Peter Seeger criminal case num-

| - ber 0152-240; and

Whereas by the pr1v1leges of the House no Member is authorized
to appear and testlfy, but by order of the House Therefore

“be it : e ,;&Z}

'i -Resolved, That Representatlve Franols E. VValter 1s.'w o

2 authorized to appear in 1esponse to the subpena of the, Umted 7

REC- 67 })"TO - -—c:/“é')g /f* 77

3 States District Court for the Southern Dlstrlot of NeW York
%Q S NoT REGORQE@
' ' 2 MAR

NW: 12%& Bog{cmmﬂoﬁgé?%ge 1 /L/[,g s L 14 1961 |
l““—’ /06 X{L’\S T -
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in the case of the United States of America against Peter

[\

Seeger; and be further

o

Resolved, That as a respectful answer to the subpena

AN

a copy of these resolutions be submitted to the said court.
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Report Form

FD—263 5-12-55)
( lﬁ“

.3 -

-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEs

GATION

office of Origin

"Reporting Office Date Investigative Period
NEW YORK NEW YORK 3/7/61 1/5/61 = 2/10/61 .
TITLE OF CASE ‘ "Report made by \ Typed’/By:
[% h LOWELL W. BARTON ) Jak
PETER “SEEGER aka @ M : CHARACTER OF CASE
| REQ. RECDI- 10 63 SECURITY MATTER - ¢V /460
W AL JuL2e 1963 ccro () T
, [ANs. 7 REQ. REC'D ?‘/Si’ i
FARRRE TR = C} ARUGZT ‘
REFERENCES - ANS. /M |
ot ' A g - C;éfL/E
3% Q NY report of SA WILLIAM D, NEUMANN, dated FE /16 |
s Qﬁs Legat, London letter to Bureau, Coted 4/7/ |
;% q; N Bureau letter to Legat, London, 'dated 4 20/60. , :
i <%Q» §$\ Legat, London letter to Bureau, dated 6/24/60. |
¥ <§& N Legat, London letter to Bureau, dated 10/12/60 -
hgﬁ§ Qﬁg’ ‘ 1
/W _ o , (0 e
y ADMINISTRATIVE [FOIA(b) (7) -(D) | g M
g Referenced Legat, andon letter 4/7/69, reflec ed
: |that on 4/1/60, | -7

\

\

had

received conflicting reports from secret and reliable sources
about a further visit by the subject to England.

According to

one report, SEEGER proposed to come to England in November, 1960,
but according to another any visit on his part was out of the

question until after Pebruary., 1961 mow e
PEA OO AR

l\hﬁ3

o~

; Approved

«(.:8(4 Do not

write in spaces }elov
. e ]

Co ies made '
’ (E}Bureau (100~20084

W,
1-USA, SDNY. (Rm)o'

3=New York ' (100-83801)

e

it v Y , K‘ g@ thgby the FBI, and neither 1t nor its contents are to be distributed outside
0 h HOA. 1L e

¥ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1956 'O—38531¢
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- ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D)

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ]
NY 100-83801 . N

N théﬁ¢SEEGER's manager
,Uni;gd Kingdom at some

ENDICOTT, planned to visit the
un peeified date.:. . } :

__Legat, London letter 6/21i/60, advised|
7 ' |PAUL PIERREMENDICOTT had
arrived in England. | " Ino 1nf6 tlon had been

recelived indicating SEEGER had visited the Un;ted Kingdom and that

there was some indication he may have given up the idea of
traveling to England in 1960, [ . |

l

Legat, London letter i0112/50, indicated that

SEEGER planned to visit the United Kingdom between
October 25 and November 23, 1960, and asked PAUL ENDICOTT, a
British theatrical agent, to make '‘arrangements for concerts and
radlo and television appearances for him.

soukce also indicated the subject .planned to make g brief visit
to Holland to see his brother, | . '

k4

~ the contempt case of SEEGER. -

It is noted SEEGER apparentlyVGid not go to,Englaﬁd

as the restriction on his passport was not lifted and the passport

is on file with the Passport Divislon, Department of State,

A copy of this report is being furnished to the United

States Attorney's Office, 'SDNY, pursuant to the request of
AUSA LAWRENCE P, MC GAULEY. :

The USA's office, by separate letter dated as above,
has been advised that this report is for information only,
that it contains both admissible and inadmissible evidence and -
that witnesses to the information therein are not necessarily
avallable for testimony.

~The USA's office also was advised that the report
should not be introduced in any proceedings in connection with .

w B -
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NY 100-83801
' ;. ‘Identity of Source | . File Number Where Loc.ated _
NY Pl ‘ ' - '

~NH 100-1191-Sub 19
NK. 100=45174=1B1=2 ?
NK 100-45174-1A~3 i
|
|
|
{

- C =
COVER . PAGE
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NY 100-83801
INFORMANTS (CONT'D) |
| Identity of Source File Number Where Located

w1 o

e
~ ~.

..

|Hnwazﬁﬁ§iLZ;1'»vawala*-“‘”f"j/fii“"““”

Vgere'used to document

.the CCPAF-and the NCAUAC. 7 _ _
| jgcas used to doecument the Ym?g/s/ocni*alist

Alliance.

. ‘\’\\ e - ‘51‘\ N - . _I
[_ﬁ*—____—/ were uséd to |

document camp Midvales MRA

\ The following informants were contacted on the
1ndicated dates-

. Infopmant o Date COntacted COntaeting Agent

1/30/61 DAVID RYAN
1/30/61 DAVID RYAN
1/30 61 DAVID RYAN
2/61 CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH
2/3/61 - CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH
2/3/61 ~ JOHN A, HAAG
2/7/61 JOHN A. HAAG
2/7/61 JOHN A, HAAG
2/7/61 JOHN A. HAAG
2/6/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/7/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/10/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/10/61 . ROGER O'MARA
2/10/61 ROGER O'MARA
LEAD
NEW YORK

At New York, New York

: Will report results of the pending Contempt of Congress
proceedings agailnst the subject.

NW: .12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 176
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FD-305 (Rev.1-25-60) oo

NY 100-83801 - | o 4

2. [:j The data appearing on the Security Index card are
| current.
l [::j Changes on the Security Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.
4 [ X] A sultable photograph [ x| is [ | 1s not available.
; '52[1C”Carefu1 ‘¢cotisideration has been given to each source
i ' concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those.
Instances wheré the 1dentities of theé Sourcés must
+. be concealed. _
6.[ 7] Subject 1is employed in a key facllity and
""" 1s charged with security responsiblility. Interested
agencles are . '
7.[X] This report is classified. CONFIDENTIAL - because
(state reason)
information. furnished by informants 1ncluded in the =
report could reasonably result in identification of an
informant of continuing value and thereby compromise

} - . ,i-‘ Subject's name is included in the Security Index.

1 B national defense°

8.[_] Subject previously.interviewed (dates)

[ x] SubJect was not reinterviewed because (8tate reason)
he presently 1s under indictment for contempt of
Congress and his trial on that charge is pending.

9 [:j This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria
, and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
- mending cancellatiori of the Securlty Index card. .
10. [X] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the. .
Securlty Index crilteria and it continues to fall ,
within such criteria because (state reason) = . ’ o
on 9/12/49, HERMAN THOMAS, FBI informant for. approximatel ten years
prior to his testimony in May, 1954, advised that on 9/9/49, Mother
Bloor, a.charter member of the CP, stated that PETE SEEGER was a
member of the CP in NY. ©On 5/13/57, THOMAS advised that his opinion
was that Mother Bloor in her reference to SEEGER on 9/9/ﬁ9, Une °
questionably meant that SEEGER was then a member of the CP (Report
of SA WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., '2/19/58, at NY). On 4/30/53, former
who has furnished reliable information in the past,
identified the subjJect as a CP member active in the Music II Section
11. _::]Subject’s ST card [ ] i1s [x] is not tabbed Detcom, cont'd)
= SubJect's activities [::]do [ X} do not warrant Detcom
tabbing .

. L - E{> -
[FOTAB)7)-(D)]" "~ """ "COVER PAGE
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NY 100-83801

(#10 cont'd) -

during the latter part of 1949 or early 1950. On 12/13/54, JOHN
LAUTNER advised that he knew subject as a CP member from 1947 to
1949, (Report of SA ARTHUR J. GREENE, JR., 12/21/56, NY)

The subject appeared before the HCUA in August, 1955,
and refused to discuss groups before which he had entertained.
On 1/25/56, the subject was cited for contempt of the House of
Representatives for his refusal to answer questions before HCUA
(Report of WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., 2/19/58, at NY)

on 2/12/60, | " |advised SEEGER had contributed

$10.00 in February, 1960, to the Citizens Committee to Preserve
‘American Freedoms. On 6/7/60, | | furnished information

that SEEGER was a member of the Metropolitan Recreatlon Association,
and that he had participated in a May Day Celebration of that group
at Camp Midvale on 5/1/60. The "New York Times" on 10/11/60,
reflected SEEGER was in attendance as a delegate at the first
national session of the National Committee to Abolish the Un~-
American Activities Committee at the Taft Hotel, NYC, on

10/10/60. (Instant report) AN ‘

T
) .

[FOTA(b)(7) - (D) ]

- P#a
COVER .PAGE
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Report Eorm

FD-263 (5-12-53)
7 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
/
Reporttng Office office of Origin Date Investigative Period
NEW YORK NEW YORK 3/7/61 1/5/61 - 2/10/61
TITLE OF CASE “Report made by Typed By
‘ | LOWELL W. BARTON Jak
PETER SEEGER aka CHARACTER OF CASE ' ‘
SECURITY MATTER - C
TROPRIEX
REFERENCES
NY report of SA WILLIAM D. NEUMANN, dated 2/18/60
Legat, London letter to Bureau, dated 4
Bureau letter to Legat, London, dated 4 20/60
Legat, London letter to Bureau, dated 6/24/60.
Legat, London letter to Bureau, dated 10/12/60.
- P¥* - .
ADMINISTRATIVE [FOIA®)(7) - (D) |

Referenced Legat, Londen 1etter 4/7/60, reflected

that on 4/1/60, | .
| had
recelved conflicting reports from secret and reliable sources
about a further visit by the subject to England. According to
one report, SEEGER proposed to come to England in November, 1960,
but according to another any visit on his part was out of the
question until after February, 1961.

Special Agent
in Charge

corte M BBureau (100-200845) (RM) b~ Aaldy - N
1-USA, SDNY (RM)
3=New York (100-83801)

Approved Do not write in spaces below

m;lggl§wgémnzm)003565?agé {urgby the FBI, and meither it nor its contents are to be distridbuted oucaide;

¥ U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1956 ©O-—385319
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NY 100-83801

ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D)

This letter further stated that

|that*SEEGER's manager,

. PAUL ENDICOTT, planned to visit the United Kingdom at some

unspecified date.

, s

Legat, London letter 6/24/60 advised

| PAUL PIERRE: ENDICOTT had

arrived in England L ‘ no information had been
received indicating SEEGER had visited the United Kingdom and that
there was some 1ndlcation he may have given up the idea of
traveling to England in 1960 5 y . ~

r

Legat, London 1etter 10/12/60, indicated thatf—_———w

SEEGER planned to visit the United Kingdom between _
October 25 and November 23, 1960, 'and asked PAUL ENDICOTT, a.
British theatrical agent, to make arrangements for concerts and

-radio and televisilon appearances for him.

soufce also indicated the subject’ planned to make a‘Erief visit
to, Holland to see. his brother. b

It 1s noted SEEGERiapparently did not go to England
as the restriction on his passport was not lifted and the passport

;is on file with the Passport Division, Department of State.‘

. . .A copy of this report is being furnished to the. United
States Attorney 8 Office, SDNY, pursuant to the request of
AUSA LAWRENCE P. MC GAULEY.

The USA's office, by separate letter dated as above,
has been advised that this report is for information only,
that it contains both admissible and inadmissible evidence and
that witnesses .to the information therein are not necessarily
avallable for testimony.

The USA's office also was advised that the report

‘'should not be introduced in any proceedings in c¢onnection w1thi

the contempt case of SEEGER.
-B -
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INFORMANTS ( CONT'D)

File Number Where Located

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |

Identity of Source
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Alf;ance.

\L

the CCPAF and the NCAUAC.

 NY T-14

| were used to document

wéé\psed to document the Young Soclalist

|were used to

docdment Camp Midvale.s M R4

i

: The following informants were contacted on the

indicated dates:

Informant Date Contacted Contacting Agent
1/30/61 DAVID RYAN
1/30/61 DAVID RYAN
1/30/61 DAVID RYAN
2/2/61 CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH
2/3/61 CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH
2/3/61 JOHN A. HAAG
2/7/61 JOHN A. HAAG
2/7/61 JOHN A. HAAG
2/7/61 JOHN A. HAAG
2/6/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/7/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/10/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/10/61 ROGER O'MARA
2/10/61 ROGER O'MARA
LEAD
NEW YORK

At New York, New York

Will report results of the pending Contempt of Congress

proceedings against the subjec}.
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1. x] Subject's name 1s 1lncluded in the Security Index.

- 2. _x] The data appeaxing on the Security Index card are
current.

3.[ ] Changes on the Securlity Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau.

4,[x] A sultable photograph [x is [__] is not avallable.

5.[—§*Carefu1 consideration has been glven to each source

7 concealed and T symbols were utilized only 1n those
instances where the identities of the sources must
be concealed.

6,[:” Subject is employed in a key facility and

+ 1s charged with security responsibllity. Interested
agencles are .

7. x] This report 1s classified _CONFIDENTIAL because
(state reason)
information furnished by informants included in the
report could reasonably result in identification of an
informant of continuing value and thereby compromise
his future effectiveness and thereby be injurious to
national defense.

8. Subject previously interviewed (dates)

x] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason)
he presently is under indictment for contempt of
Congress and his trial on that charge is pending.

9.1 Thls case no longer meets the Security Index criterila
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
mending cancellation of the Security Index card.

10.[d This case has been re-evaluated 1n the light of the
Security Index criteria and 1t continues to fall
within such criteria because (state reason)

on 9/12/49, HERMAN THOMAS, FBI informant for approximateli ten years
prior to his testimony in May, 1954, advised that on 9/9/49, Mother
Bloor, a charter member of the CP, stated that PETE SEEGER was a
member of the CP in NY. On 5/13/57, THOMAS advised that his opinion
was that Mother Bloor in her reference to SEEGER on 9/9/49, un-
questionably meant that SEEGER was then a member of the CP (Report
of SA WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., 2/19/58, at NY). On 4/30/53, former

who has furnished reliable information in the past,

identified the subject as a CP member active in the Music II Section.

11.[ x} Subject's SI card [ ] 1s [_4 is not tabbed Detcom, (cont'd)

‘Subject's activities [} do [ {do not warrant Detcom

‘tabbing. \
FOIA(b)(7) - (D - E' - i
[FOIAb)(7) - (D) | | COVER PAGE
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(#10 cont'd) i

during the latter part of 1949 or early 1960. On 12/13/54, JOHN
LAUTNER advised. that he knew subject as a CP member from 1947 to
1949, (Report of SA ARTHUR J. GREENE, JR., 12/21/56, NY)

The subject appeared before the HCUA in August, 1955,
and refused to discuss groups before which he had entertained.
On 1/25/56, the subject was cited for contempt of the House of
Representatives for his refusal to answer questions before HCUA
(Report of WILLIAM L. MC MURRAY, JR., 2/19/58, at NY)

on 2/12/60, [ Jadvised SEEGER had contributed
$10.00 in February, 1960, to the Citizens Committee to Preserve
American Freedoms. On 6/7/60, | | furnished information
that SEEGER was a member of the Metropolitan Recreation Association,
and that he had participated in a May Day Celebration of that group
at Camp Midvale on 5/1/60. The "New York Times" on 10/11/60,
reflected SEEGER was in attendance as a delegate at the first
national session of the National Committee to Abolish the Un-
American Activities Committee at the Taft Hotel, NYC, on
10/10/60. (Instant report)

- F*-
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Copy to:

Report of:
Date:

Field Office File No.:

Title:

Character: «

Synopsis:

Details:

UNiTis 3TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUL s
FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGATlON

1~USA, SDNY (RM)

LOWELL W. BARTON Offic: New York, New York .
3/G/61 : -
100-~83801 Bureau File No: 100200845

PETER SEEGER

SECURITY MATTER =~ C

Subject resides at Dutchess Junction, Beacon, NY,
and is self~employed as an entertainer. Subject
free on bond pending contempt of Congress trial
in the case of the US versus Peter Seeger.
Informants advised: SEEGER contributed $10,00

to CCPAF; enrolled in Metropolitan Recreation
Association; entertalned at rally of NCASF, 11/60;
member of the NCAUAC.

C‘.‘P'!'-

I. BACKGROUND

Residence and Employment

On January 5, 1961, Lieutenant JOSEPH STELLA, Beacon,

New York Police Department, advised that PETER SEEGER,
' resides at Dutchess Junction, Beacon, New York, and receives
- his mail at Post Office Box 328, Beacon, New York. Lieutenant
STELLA advised SEEGER is self-employed as a folk-song singer and
gultar player. .

II. CONTEMPT OP CONGRESS
PROCEEDINGS PENDING
AGAINST THE SUBJECT.

On March 26, 1957, Assistant United States Attorney

ROBERT W. BJORK, Southern District of New York, advised that an
indictment for contempt of Congress had been returned in the
Southern District of New York against PETER SEEGER.

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page§ 3 NFEDE NP I A5

This document contains neither recommendations nor conelusions of the FBIL It Is the E;p;t.y of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

"4



NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 186
Vel : |

ﬁY.loo;83801

On March 31, 1960, Assistant United States Attemney

LAWRENCE P, MC GAULEY, Southern District of New York, advised

SA WILLIAM E. FOLKNER that the case of United States versus

PETER SEEGER was called to trial on March 21, 1960, At that time,
new motions were flled by the counsel for the defense and the
District Judge had not as yet ruled on the motlons.

‘Mr. MC GAULEY further advised the defendant had
requested the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum to the House
of Representatives to obtain the records and at the time the

_prosecution was preparing to ask that the subpoenas be quashed.

‘Mr. MC GAULEY also advised the case had been reset for
trial in May, 1960, and the exact date had not been determined.

On June 65, 950 Mr. MC GAULEY advised SA FOLKNER that
the case had been called for trial on June 6, 1960, and by consent

~of the defendants and the prosecution, .the case was adjourned to
‘June 30, 1960.

Mr. MC GAULEY advised the court had ruled that

Mr. FRANK S, TAVENNER, JR., Counsellor for the House Committee

on Un~American Actlivitles (HCUA) would have to answer a
subpoena to testify for the defendants and at the present time .
Mr. TAVENNER had not recovered from a heart attack and was

physically unable to attend the hearing. The court ruled -

the defendants would not be called to trial until Mr, TAVENNER :
was able to appear,

. On August 25, 1960 Assistant United States Attorney
MARVIN SEGAL, Southern District of New York, advised SA FOLKNER
that the case had been called for a hearing before. United States
District Judge ALEXANDER BICKS, Southern District of New York,

in June, 1960, continued to July, 1 96@ o N

Mr., SEGAL advised at the July hearing a- tentative
date for trial was set for November 28, 1960, due to the
unavailability of Congressman WALTER:S for testimony until

after the National elections. f/)/




NW: .12‘81,9 Docld: 70000356 Page 187

NY 100-83801

Mr, SEGAL further advised the court was considering
allowing the taking of testimony of Mr. TAVENNER by deposition;
however, this could not be declded until Mr. TAVENNER was afforded
a physical examination to determine if he had sufficlently
recovered from his heart attack to allow the depositions,

. Mr. SEGAL also advised motions had been made by the
defendant for the production of documents from the HCUA to which
he had filed motions to set aside the subpoena duces tecum,

According to Mr. SEGAL, the trilal date would probably
be set at a hearing on November 28, 1960,

On November 3, 1960, Assistant United States
Attorney IRVING YOUNGER, Southern District of New York, advised
SA FOLKNER that Mr. SEGAL no longer was with the Department of
Justice and that the case nowwas assigned to him., He advised
that at the last hearings in the case, the court resolved that
the defendant was entitled to have Congressman WALTERk and
HCUA Counsel TAVENNER subpoenaed for. testimony.,

Mr. YOUNGER advised postponements have been obtalned
for subsequent hearings because of the unawjlability of
Congressman WALTER ! due to activity concerning the then current
election and Mr. TAVENNER's-heart attack .Mr. YOUNGER stated
he understood that Congressman WALTERS' ‘would be in Europe at -
the hearing scheduled for November 28, 1966, and would probably
return to the United States about March 1, 1961

. Mr. YOUNGER advised SEEGER was free on ball bond and
- was restricted insofar as travel is concerned, to the area
within the jurisdiction of the United States District Court,~
Southern District of New York.,

III. msspom' DATA -

, On April 21, 1960, Mrs. VERDE BUCKLER, Passport foice,
Department of State, Washington, D. C., advised SA KENNETH J.

HASER that information in the subject?s passport file reflected
that on April 18, 1960, Mr. LEONARD B, BOUDIN, a New York attorney
had contacted ROBERT D. JOHNSON, General Counsel of the

Passport Office. Mr. BOUDIN inquired about extension of the
passport issued to PETER SEEGER which had been issued to ‘
SEEGER, but limited to one year or until October 10, 1959, because

' SEEGER was out on bail. SEEGER had obtained court permission’

L
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to leave 1ts Jurisdietion and Mr. BOUDIN wanted to know if
the pestriction would be removed entirely.

- By letter dated April 20, 1960, Mr. JOHNSON advised
Mr. BOUDIN that to delete the time limitation on the passport
in accordance with Judge HERLAND's order, BOUDIN should submit

~a certified copy of an order vacating or modifying the

restriction against SEEGER'S leaving the Jurisdiction of the
Court )

On May 10, 1960, Mrs. BUCKLER advised SA HASER
that on May 5, 1960, the following letter had been sent to
Mr. BOUDIN, 25 Broad Street, New York City:

. "Dear Mr. BOUDIN:

“In view of the specific nature of
the Court's order 1ssued in August, 1959 in the PETER SEEGER
matter as outlined in our letter of April 20, 1960 I believe
you should furnish-a similar order or one more general in
nature. I do not believe we should embroil ourselves with
the question whether the offense is a misdemeanor rather than
a felony. _

: “In short, please submit the order

Aand we. will remove the timerlimitation from Mr. SEEGER'

passport and forward 1t to you.

: "Sincerely,v

ROBERT D.  JOHNSON
General Counsel
Passport Office"

On July 27, 1960, and August 29, 1960, it was ascertained
by SA HASER that the subject's 1959 passport still was contained
in his file.- o
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IV, AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST
v _PARTY (CP) MOVEMENT

The CP has been designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

V. MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES AND
__ASSOCTATIONS OF THE _SUBJECT

American Committee For

- Protection of the Foreign

Born (ACPFB) | .
' The ACPFB has been designated by the Attopney
General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.

On January 15, 1960 NY T-1 advised that a meeting of

the Midwest Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born (MCPFB)

was held on January 7, 1960, at the Hamilton Hotel, Chicago,
Illinois, toehear the report of their delegate to the National
Convention of the ACPFB held in New York City, December 19 and
20, 1959, At this meeting, it was stated that a reason for
concern to the ACPFB was the jalling, among others, of PETE
SEEGER. Further, that in discussion of a program for a Birthday
Celebration of PEARL HART's 70th Birthday to be held

April 2, 1960, at the Hamilton Hotel, it was discussed that
"PETE SEEGER should be asked to participate as persecuted
defendant in First Amendment and not as entertainer for the
evening . .

On @ctober 26 1960, NY T-2 advised that at the meeting
of the MCPFB held on October 20, 1960, mention was made that

- PETE SEEGER was recently in Chicago for a performance, No

additional details regarding SEEGER's visit to Chicago were
made avalilable,

Citizens Committee To

Preserve American Freedoms (CCPAF)

The CCPAF will be referred to in the
Appendix of this report

5.

NW: 41_'2'819 Docld: 70000356 Page 189

L U




NY 100-83801

On February 12, 1960, NY T-3 furnished a list of

during January and February, 1960, Included in those names
was "PETE SEEGER, Box 32@0, Beacon, New York“, for $1o 00.

Young Socialist Alliance (YSA)

The YSA will be referred to in the
Appendix of this report.

T On March 10, 1960, NY T-4 made available coples of the
minutes of the Young Socialist Editorial Board Meeting on

February 8, 1960. It was reflected that in a report of the

Youth Against the House Un~American Acivities Committee group
it was pointed out that on March 21, 1960, the trial of

PETE SEEGER was to begin in Manhattan at Foley Square and a
demonstration of youth in support of SEEGER's first amendment
fight was proposed.

On January 25, 1961, NY T-5 advised that in a form
letter directed to all members of the New York local of YSA
it was announced that a sale of the publication "Young Soclalist”
would be made at an event featuring American folk songs to be

‘held at 2 West 64th Street, New York City, on January 21, 1961.
‘According to the announcement, PETE SEEGEB would be part of a

team- performing at this event.

Camp Midvale
Metropolitan Recreation

Association (MRA)"

Camp Midvale and the MRA will be ‘
referred to in the Appendix of this report.

On May 3, 1960 NY T-6 and NY T~7 advised PETER SEEGER
entertained with songs at the above camp on May 1, 1960, in
connection with the May Day observance on May 1, 196

'On June T, 1960, NY T-8 furnished a May, 1960 “throwaway"

entitled "pPublished by Metropolitan Recreation Association',

In relating of the May 1, 1960 celebration, the throwaway said in
part: "“Popping off the historic occasion was the enjoyment of a
concert by PETE SEEGER, famed singer of folk songs, and some of
his friends. -So enthralled were the celebrants by PETE's music.

-6 -
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that they would not 1et him quit singing for a full hour and a
half". In addition it stated: "To top off his contribution to
our anniversary celebration PETE SEEGER signed up for membership
in MRA So he is now one of us."

: On September 9, 1960, NY T-8 advised that the “MRA
Newsletter" for September, 1960, announced that PETE SEEGER
would head up an all=star cast in the first of a series of
"hootenannies' and shows at Camp Midvale on Sunday, October 16,
1960, On October 17, 1960, NY T-9 advised PETE SEEGER did
appear and entertain at Camp Midvale on October 16, 1960, and
approximately 400 people were in attendance.:

: On November U4, 1960, NY T—l@ and NY Tnll advised that
at.a membership meeting of the MRA on October 28, 1960, at the
Central Plaza AnneXx, New York City, it was proposed,that the MRA
make a donation to PETE SEEGER for the Committee to Abolish the
Un=American Committee. It was moved the donation be $100,00 . . .
and that the committee was the Committee to Preserve the lst

"~ Amendment. It was further commented that 1t would look better
“on the books if it were given to PETE as an expense of the
Hootenanny that was held at Camp Midvale and let PETE do with

it as he saw fit; that he would understand where to. put it as

it had been talked over; that 1t would be simpler bookkeeping
and better for tax purposes. It was said PETE, himself, was

in danger of going to prison for contempt as he had been
questioned by the House Committee and had pled the 1lst Amendment,
On November 14, 1960, NY T-8 advised concerning the same meeting
and that $100 00 had been voted to be given to SEEGER and that
the donation was to appear on the books as a hootenany expense,

- NY T-lo advised on November 28, 1960, that a Thanks iving
Dinner was held by the MRA at Camp Midvale on November 21, 1960;
that PETE SEEGER had written that due to commitments he was
unable to be present, but that he was thinking about them and that

he was sending a check for $5. 00 to pay for dinner for himself R

and his wife,

National Council of
American=$oviet Friendship (NCASF)

The NCASF has been designated by the
Attorney General of the United States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

"The Worker" of November 6, 1960 ineluded an article

reflecting the "Annual Rally for Peace and Friendship" would be -
held November 8, 1960, in Carnegie Hall, New York City, under
the auspices of ‘the NCASF. - . _
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“The Worker" is am East Coast Communist
weekly newspaper. '

~ The above article reported that among others who
would appear was PETE SEEGER, folk music artist, who would
provide entertainment with songs of peace. C

- - On November 9, 1960, NY P-12 advised PETE SEEGER did
appear on this program and presented American and Russian songs
about the brotherhood of man and one song about the "H" bomb .
ban. ' : : - .

National Committee to Abolish
. the Un-American Activities
Committee (NCAUAC)

_ The NGAUAC will be referred to in the
Appendix of this report.

‘The "New York Times", October 11, 1960 issues, page 52,

(,k’&olumn,2, contained an article captioned “Foes of House Unit

Call For Support". The article stated the NCAUAC outlined plans
"yesterday" to enlist National suppert. It saild that of the
thirty-four delegates attending the first national session at the
Taft Hotel, six had been accused by the House committee of having
been members of the Communist Party. Among others present was
PETE SEEGER, the folk singer. Ce .

NY T-2 advised on October 26, 1960, that RICHARD

CRILEY, one of the persons listed in the above "New York Times"

-article as belng one of six accused by the House Committee on .

Un~American Activities Committee of being a member of the .

Communist Party, had addressed a meeting on October 26, 1960,

of the Mid West Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born.

In this address, he stated he had been fortunate in being invited
_-to-a full committee meeting in New York of the NCAUAC. He
“\poted that many prominent persons were members of the NCAUAC
j}‘s and among others named as members was PETE SEEGER." .

o -
‘":’ ‘;e 3 -

g On December 7, 1960, NY Td3ad@dvised that at a regular
~meeting of the New York Council to Abolish the Un<American
© Activities Committee on November 29, 1960, at 11 West 5lst
Street, New York City, SAND ROSENBLOOM, Secretary, proposed
a mass rally during Christmas wWeek with PETE SEEGER as a high-
light for the meeting. PETE, she sald, had promised the Council
to appear anytime at its functions. At this time, she said the -
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council would be able to raise funds to pay for the buses o
to Washington, D. C. : : :

Communist Partyr(CP)

NY T-14 advised on December 6, 1960, that one MORT
SCHEER remarked about 1951 or 1952, that PETE SEEGER was the
only actual CP member in the Weavers; that the other three
members were close to the Party but not members.

 Regarding MORT SCHEER, "The Worker" issue of
December 11, 1960, page 12, identified SCHEER
as .the full-time member of the New York State -
CP Staff from Buffalo. ' , ] / .

"Morning Freiheit" e : ‘ ‘ ;

The "Morning Freiheit" will be referred to
1n the Appendix of this report. R ‘ |

The following editorial appeared in the "Morning
Freiheit" of November 29, 1960, on page 4, columns .1l and 2:

"A Slap In The Face of Reaction

»"Yesterday we reported the story of a concert 1n a ' ,
town near New York. It 1s a story which deserves attention” o L
everywhere, because 1t shows. how reaction can be fought. ‘

"It happened in Nyack, ‘New York ‘ Pete ‘Seeger, the
famouse folk-singer was supposed to perform there. . So the
American Legion started a fight not to permit the performance.
There were plcket demonstrations; there was pressure on the
Board of Trustees, which controls the concert hall, ‘-not to
permit the perfcrmance° : '

: “The inciters ranted that Seeger dare not appear
‘because, at a hearing of the Un-American Committee, he refused
to answer questions put to him, To the Legion, it is a -
crime not to bow before an inquisition hearing. Other -

"sins" of the singer were mentloned - he performs at affairs of
progressive organizationﬁ'

. “So the reactionaries Tpanted, but they did not get
‘thelr way, because the inhabitants would not be frightened.,
'Seeger sang and the reactionaries received a slap in the face°

| -9 -
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Vi. MISCELLANEOUS

A ' Several informants who are familiar with some
! aspects of CP activity in the New York City area advised in
‘January and February, 1961, that they had no information
concerning the subJect.
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APPENDIX

CITIZENS COMMITTEE ® PRESERVE AMERI CAN FREEDOMS (CCPAF)

NW: :1:2‘81,9 Docld: 70000356 Page 195

: . A source advised on May 4, 1960, that the Citizens
Committee to Preserve American Freedoms was organized in

Los Angeles, Callfornia, in January, 1952, for the announced
purpose of supporting a number of individuals from the
medical and legal professions who had been subpoenaed to
appear before the House Commlttee on Un<American Activities.

Since 1its establishment, the Citizens Committee
to Preserve American Freedoms,in extending its scope, has
worked for the abolition of all Congressional, State,
and local committees investigating subversive activities
and in the latter part of 1954 became vepry active in
opposition to State and Federal legislation directed
at the Communist movement,

FRANK WILKINSON, Executive Secretary of the
Cltizens Committee to Preserve American Freedoms, 1s described
by the source as the "brains and energy" behind the organization.

" Another source advised on September 17, 1957,

that FRANK WILKINSON was a Communist Party member as of
September, 1952, : '

- 10 -
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- YOUNG SOCTALIST ALLTANCE

The May, 1960 issue of the "Young Socialist"
- (¥S), vage 1, column 3, disclosed that during April 15-17
1960, a natlonal organization éntltled, "The Young Socialist

Alliance™ (YSA), was established at Philade;pﬁ;a Pennsylvania.

This issue stated that this organization was formed by the
nationwide supporter clubs of the publication YS

‘The above issue, paze 6, set forth the Founding
Declaration of the YSA, This,dc laration stated that the
YSA recognizes the Socialist Workers Party (SUP) as the only
existing political leadership on class struggle principles,
and *hat the giupporters of the ¥YS have come into basic
" political solidarity with the SVP on the principles of
revoiutionary Soc1a;~sm.

A confidential source advised on May 11, 1960, that
the original ¥YSA was an.organization formed during October,
1957, in NYC, by youth of various left Socialilst tendencies,
particularly members and fcllowers of the SWP. The leaders
of this group were the gulding forces in the eotablﬂshment
of the national organization.

The source.further advised that the YSA 1s dominated
add controlled in its .leadership and ranks by members of the
SWP. The source added that the SWP considers the YSA as the
leading force in the radical youth field and its current and
future hope in regard to recrults and the promulgation of the
SWP movement thr OL”HOht the US.

The headquarters of the YSA are 1ocated at 10 East
23rd Strect, New York City.

The ¥YS is a monthly publication, self-described in
the December, 1900 issue as the official organ of the YSA,

The SWP has been desiznated by the Attorney

Geﬁeral of the United States pursuvant to Executive Order
10450, ~

- 11 - -
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CAMP MIDVALE

. On March 26, 1954, a confidential source
made available a copy of the March, 1954, issue of the
"Camp Midvale News," official organ of Camp Midvale,
Midvale, 'New Jersey, which, on page 1, states that the
recently formed Metropollitan Recreation Association (MRA)
is the organization which owns and operates Camp Midvale.

The records of the New York County Clerk's Office,
Supreme Court Bulilding, New York City, reflect that a.
certificate of dissolution for Nature Friends of America,
~Inc. (NFA) was filed with the Secretary of State, State of
"New York, on February 23, 1954.

A confidential source advised on March 12, 1954,
that at a meeting of the former New York local of NFA,
held on February 25, 1954, in New York City, a successor
organization known as the MRA was set up and all assets
and real property formerly belonging to the New York
local of NrA were transferred to the MRA,

On November 4, 1957, a confidential source made
available a copy of the constitution of the MRA, which was
adopted in 1957, and which, under Article II, sets forth
the aims of the organization as follows:

: "The purpose of the association is
to bring together people without regard to
race, color, national origin, religion, or
beliefs, having a common interest in outdoor
sports, recreational and cultural activities,
and the fullest use of leisure time for the
furtherance of the welfare and well-being of
the members; to encourage the study of nature
and of the natural sciences, and of the modes
of living and customs and cultures of the
people of the United States, past and present....."

The MRA, as of May 12, 1960, continues to utilize
General Post Office Box 634, New York City,as its mailling
address. - ' ) -

NFA has been designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Exegutive Order 10450, '
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- METROPOLITAN RECREATION ASSOCTIATION,

Formerly known as Nature Friends of
America, Inc.

Nature Friends of Pmerlca, Inc. (NFA) has been
designated by the Attorney General of the Unlted States
pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

The records of the New York County Clerk's Office,
Supreme Court Building, New York City, reflect that a
certificate of dissolution for NFA was filed with the

SecZetary of State, State of New York, on February 23,
1954,

A source advised on March lag 1954, that at a
meeting of the former New York loecal of NFA, held on
February 25, 1954, in New York City, a successor
organization known as the Metropolitan Recreation
Association (MRA) was set up and all assets and real
property formerly belonging to the New York local of
NPA were transferred to the IMRA,

On November 4, 1957, a second source made available
a copy of the constltut¢on of the MRA, which was adopted in
1957, and which, under Article II, sets forth the aims of the
organization as follows:

"The purpose of the association is. to
bring together people without regard to race,
color, natiorali origin, religicn, or beliefs,
having a common interest in outdoor sports,
recreational and cultural activities, and
the fullest use of leisure time for the
furtherance of the welfare and well-being
of the members; to encourage the study of
nature and of the natural sciences, and of

- the modes of living and customs and cultures
of the people of uht United States, past and
present......

On March 26, 1954, a third source made avallable a
copy of the March, 1954, issue of the "Camp Midvale News,"
official organ of Camp Midvale, Midvale, New Jersey, which,
on page 1, states that the recently formed MRA is the.
organization which. owns and operates Camp Midvale.,

The MRA, as of May 12, 1960, continues to utilize
General Post Office Box b3%, New York Clty, as its mailing
address. .
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH THE UN~AMERICAN ACTIVITIES
COMMITTEE (NCAUAC)

NW: 41“2‘81_9 Docld: 70000356 Page 199

. On August 22, 1960, a source advised that the
NCAUAC was organized in August, 1960, at Los Angeles,
California, to stimulate new and utilize all efforts

- of interested individuals and organizations in a national

campaign to promote public education leadling to political
action to abolish the House Commlttee on Un-~American
Activities (HCUA), The NCAUAC will not duplicate the
work of other Civil Liberties organizations, which
include the abolition of the HCUA as a part of their
program, but will encourage the coordination and con-
solidation of all their efforts for abolition and will
promote new efforts in those Congressional Districts '
where education and political actlon for abolition have
not been initiated.

T FRANK WILKINSON is the Field Representative of
the NQAUAC, according to the source,

Another source advised on September 17, 1952,
that FRANK WILKINSON was a Communist Party member as of
September, 1952,

- -
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NY 100-83801
"MORNING FREIHEIT"

" The "Culde to Subversive Organizations and
Publications, revised and published as of January 2,
1957, to supersede Guide published on May 14, 1951,

" prepered and released by the Committee on Un-American

- Activities, Uniited States vouse of Representatives,
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning
the "Morning Freiheit': S - ’

" ny. 4 'Communist Yiddish dally.'
©  (Attorney General FRANCLS BIDDLE, Congressional
 Record, September 2%, 1942, p. 7686.) - :

"o - tThe” Freiheit has been one of the rankest

' . organs of communist- propaganda in this
country for almost a quarter of a century.'
(epecial committee on Un-Amerilcan Activities,
‘House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action
committee, March 25, 1944, p. 75.9" :
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In Repl);, Please Refer to

i —%

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU'STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New York, New York

File No. March 7, 1961

Title Peter Seeger

Character Security Matter = C

. .Reference Report of Speclal Agent
Lowell W, Barton, dated and captioned as above at New York,

, All sources (except any listed balow) used in
referenced communication have furnished reliable information
in the past.,

NY T=14 has furnished insufficient informatiom to
determine his rellability. '

:

This document contains neither recommendations nor cénclusions
of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI anml is loaned to

your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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professionals in the folk singing field and that in view of their professional capab1ht1es
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GrIONAL FORM NO 1‘0 ‘/«""’\. N PR Sy . e . T;O'S?" - E
iy STATES GOVER=JENT R S . - /?:32;; N
d(j . S ! %llahan e
! ' N . . Del.oach
/M emorandi.m - e —
. ’ . : ‘MeGuire
’ 0o B - Rosen
: B ’ . - - . Tamm
O . Mr DeLoach . DATE! 1 17 6 1 : . Trotter -
. ' B / . ' W.C. Sullivan’ e .
. . Tele. Room "
.o - Ingram -
g/ FROM @ M. é/}g'hdes - - T

supject: MISS SARAH GERTRUDE KNOTT X et
. 2310 ASHMEAD PLACE, NORTHWEST
- WASHINGTON, 'D. C.
DIRECTOR

, AMERICAN FOLK FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION, INC,

' Captioned individual v181ted the Bureau on 1-16-61 and spoke to SA Krant ,
Crime Research Section. Miss Knott advised that she was the founder of the National .
Folk Festival 25 years ago and that she continues to be a Director of that organization.
he described the function of the Folk Festival as being an organization which encourages ,1
the presentation.of traditional folk songs and dances of the United States. Last June
{1960) the 24th Annual National Folk Festival was held in Washington, D. C., at the
Carter Barron Amphitheater. Some 1100 participants appeared, all of whom, according .
to Miss Knott, paid their own travel expenses and other expenses to appear at the Folk ’:‘““,
Festival. Representatives of the American Indians, Spanish Americans of our‘Southwes%c,s
dancers from Louisiana, folk singers from the Southern Appalachians and representatlves
of many other areas.of our culture appeared. The Folk Festival at the Carter Barron - 1
Amphitheater was sponsored in part by Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Meyer of the "Washmgtorg%‘@l

Fost and Times Herald. " , | £O0 - 7 00 FLi5 !
. . NOT RECORDED ;. v{
<, Miss Knott's visit to the Bureau ‘Y@? bromptedby her desire to have \\3 wl

increased‘aid by various agencies of the Government to her group in order to foster & !

foik traditions in this country. . She believes that the -Eolk-Festival could be used,and o .
should be used,in furtherance of our American ideals and traditions.  She claimed that"j !,'
there was no one.in the Government who was officially interested in folk traditions of 'ﬁhe <
United States and this country is behind other nations in this important work. Miss. K%ott ‘
wondered if Mr. Hoover might desire to serve as an honorary chairman of the Folk - ©.
Festival to be held in Washington in the Summer of 1961. She felt that the Director's g
name would add prestige to the group's presentation and that other officials might be %
sncouraged to support it if they knew Mr. Hoover was behind the group. Miss Knott aiso
desired to know whether or not the group should enc0urage the use of folk singers sucl? S
as Jenny Vincent and Peter Seeger who had appeared .. -~ before Congressional. .
Committeesand had refused to answer many questions, shleldmg themselves behind the -
Fifth Amendment. ~Miss Knott stated that these people were tremendously.talented

i
o
0

che wondered if she had the duty or the r1ght to exclude them from the program for 1961
‘She desired our adv1§e in this matter v : A . ,
o e M(‘z
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Memorandum for Mr. DeLoach
RE: Miss Sarah Gertrude Knott

Miss Knott was advised that the Director had a long-standing policy of

. not accepting honorary office in those organizations in which he could not be actlve,

* and in view of his many commitments he would not be able to serve with the Folk
Festival Association. In answer to her query concerning Vincent and Seeger,

. Miss Knott was informed that this was a decision the group would have to make and that
"~ she, knowing of the background of Vincent and Seeger, must judge for herself whether .

" . they represent the best traditions of our Nation. Miss Knott furnished the 1nterv1ew1ng

- . Agent with the attached material concerning the American Folk Festival Association. 'I%m{;

-describe . in very general terms: the purpose of the Folk Festival and the reasons for .

choosing Washmgton, D. C as the site of the festival.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES CONCERN]NG MISS KNOTT:

A conﬁdentlal informant advised in 1942 that Miss Knott had requested a .

Russian representatlve for the Folk Festival to be held in Washington in May of 1942. In”
1952, Miss Knott was described by a confidential informant as not having associated with’
known Communist Party members. She was described by American communists as a

- Communist Party. She opposed a Russian dance troupe and pro-Russian songsand political
wropaganda at a national folk festival in St. Louis in 1952. (100-378604) Miss Knott =
~ ~ared at the Washington Field Office on 11-17-60 to determine if it would be in the

cest interest of our country to invite Peter Seeger to accompany a group of 20 persons 7 '

r epresentmg the United States to a folk festival in Argentma

-l

. ]

"reactionary;" however, she was not disliked or criticized by persons associated with the

]NFORMATION IN BUFILES CONCERN'ING PETER SEEGER AND JENNY VINCENT T

Peter Qeeger, a.security index subject, is a promment communist

- of his refusal to answer questions propounded to him by the House Committee on Un— o
American Act1v1t1es on July 25, 1956. -(100- 200845) -

J enny Vmcent Whose true name is Jeannette Wells Vmcent is a security '

index subject She is a folk singer residing in New Mexico. Her husband, Craig Stephan
Vincent, a key figure of the Albuquerque Office, was instrumental in forming a getaway -
route into Mexico for Communist Party functionaries connected with the Communist - @ -
Party underground. ~ She appeared before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in .
June, 1960. She invoked the Fifth Amendment approximately 119 times. Her husband,

}_ who appeared before the same Committee in 1953, invoked the Fifth Amendment 26 t1mes

i to quest1ons regarding his Commumst Party membersh1p (100 342084)
. RECOMMENDATION: Eol | el

: “This memorandum be referred to the Domestlc Intelhgence D1v1S1on
_or any action deemed approprlate.; o o g .-; - v_,«{ L

| \\v"?/

.
|

guitarist and smger He was indicted in March of 1957 for contempt of Congress beoause a
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R ' N ‘ : . . Mr. Tolson F '
v Co - : . e : Mr. Belmont
#r. Deloach——
M. MoGuire.—
Mr. Mohr e
Mpr. Parsons. -
M. Rosen P
. : . . WMy, Tomm e
’ : o . D Ny, U ter .
’ N, : ‘ ‘ o _ © b oare 7 0 Sullivan
é-’ - : ' : , T Tele; Room . oeee- P
: _ , v ’ : Mr. Holloman.... §°
Miss Gandy——- ¥
- - N [ :
N D —— L
] CONTEMPT OF C?g?RESS »\\\s
. U.S. v. PETER SEEGER (s D. N.Y.)
" Seeger was indicted on March 26, 1957, for
: contempt of Congress because of his refusal to
answer -.questions propounded to him by the House
Committee on Un-American Activities on July 25,
1956. Defendant's motion to dismiss the indictment S
on the basis of the Watkins decision was denied by |
‘the District Court. Trial of the case was continued : .
pending a decision of the Supreme Court in Barenblatt «
After several continuances a trial date has been set !
for November 28, at which time it will be tried L ~
jointly with Sullivan (p. 38) and Tyne (p. 39). v |

On January 28, 1960, District Court Judge Edward .
Weinfeld denied a Government motion to quash a sub- '

\ poena served on Congressman Francis E. Walter. Judge ' .
Weinfeld in a written opinion held that 1t is for A
the defendant and his counsel, not the Government or oy
the subpoenaed witness, to determine who should be

~ offered as witnesses by the Defendants. \\\

The Government's motion to quash subpoenas &7¢f;gw,
duces tecum,served on officials of the House of “‘ffukg;é;ﬁ :
Representatives, was argued on October 20, 1960, éﬁaﬁﬂé;;@&
and taken under advisement by the Court. AP~ ﬁﬁLJ
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e N e ' . 1 = Mr. Coakley

B ' 1 - Liaison
, VAR 3 . .
Dt / “
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| Aj& 100-200845- 7/ 2
A Date: November 22, 1960
@ ' To: 0ffice of Security
é‘i : Department of State
| "~ . From: John Edgar Hoover, Director
' Subject: PETER SEEGER
: SECURITY MATTER - ¢ - . g

|

Pertinent information regarding Seeger has been
farnished- to your Department ifi the paste. — -

.~ On November 17, 1960, Miss Sarah Gertrude Knott
appeared at the‘Washington~Fieid Gffice of this Bureau and
advised that_she is the director and founder of the National
Folk Festival, She described this organization as a patriotic,
cultural organization, the purpose of which is to educate
people of the United Statesuand the world to Americana.

Miss Knott continued that she had received an invitation
from_the Government of Argentina to take a group of twenty

. beopké to that country which would be representative of folk

momusi€ in the United States, She stated that she»desired.to-_‘

O ZStakél'the subject with her as she considered him an excellent

= (folk musician, ‘ :

=Z ™ o —

S w Miss Knott related that her purpose in contacting
d © _I.Zthe FBI was to attempt to determine if it would be in the best
| L @ Fminterests of this country to invite Seeger to Argentina. She
wgy © 2| Waszadvised of the confidential nature of FBI fi es and that
g = % the FBI could not make any sugfestion whatsoever in this
8l @ 8| respect. Miss Knott conc uded by stating that the Argentine 2
a2 e Government had offered teo pay the expenses in connection withy &
4———d! the above-mentioned trip and that she had an apgointment wit
! : someone in the Cultural Affairs Section of the ”tatqagepg¥tment
\ <. regarding this ttrip, T g > al oW
! ) %; 2oe ' : \
| e The foregoing is for your information. ¥§N6:$
Lo JLTS. 338 I 56 oY
\EgalLlaha: ——— NOTE ON YELLOW!™ PAGE 2. 4
™ leo(;? : b
\f McGuire

Rosen

Tamm ' e RPN, -
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Office of Security
Department of State

NOTE ON YELLOW:

Seeger is Securit{ Index subject awaiting trial for
contempt of Congress. Trial set for 11/28/60. Necessarv to
secure permission of United States attorney before trave%ingo
All pertinent information in possession of State Department,
Above information forwarded by Washington Field airtel 11/17/60.
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Transmit the following in

T T T ) ' == ]
Rev. 12-13-56) ¢ \
ATEY A . l? Mr. Tolson y

(\ - I} Mr. Mohr__
_ = Ne - } Mrw.}Zg‘rsonSAVZ
- [f s
A ot L %)
» ° ‘ F e #M%y‘*ﬁelmont.___
(Ne FBI ~ ! %/E Ir.

o

Mr. Callahan_____
|8 Mr. DeLoach..._
[+ Mr. Malone_ .
Date: ~ 11/17/60 I¥ Mr. McGuire...__
[. My. Rosen ...
. ';1' Mr. Tamm_____. —
(Type in plain text or code) —:3‘ Mr. Trotter. ...
' ¢ . W.C.Sullivan

AIRTEL ¢ Mr. W.0.Sulliv

E; Tele. Room.__

2

v " organization is a patriotic, cultural organization, the purpose

fhé wqﬁ;d to Americana.'" She stated that she wanted no subversivel

|

]
Priority or Method of Mailing) ¢ Mr. Ingram...
f Y d & ' | Miss Gandy.

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845)

FROM: SAC, WFO (100-23_8) 7“"’/ g

'PETER SEEGER, aka /o1t S %¢ g 2/%. %

SH - C C‘ff“ /4
(00: NY) v | 5?

_ On 11/17/6Qs a_ female, who identified herself as
Miss SARAH GERTRUD NOTT, 2310 Ashmeade Place, N, W., telephone
number HObart 2-3566, Waghington, D, C., personally appeared

., at WEO and was interviewed by SA LAWRENCE T. GURLEY;/szfﬁ
gt ha - x‘/#
and -

Lol

S e Miss KNbTT stated that she is the Directo
' Founder of the National Folk Festival. She related that this

of .which is to "educate people of the United States and the

. stigma of any kind attached to the National Folk Festival and
pointed out that her organization sponsored a Folk Festival
ih“Washington, b, C., at Carter Baron Amphitheather from
6/1-4/60. She said at that time there was ""'some embarrassment"
as a result of JENNY VINCENT having been invited to take part
in this Folk Festival and "later publicity which she received."
(It will be recalled that JEANNETTE VINCENT WELLS was to
participate in this festival and was dropped when she was

subpoenaed to appear before a Congressional Investigating
Committee.)

Miss KNOTT continued that she has received an
invitation from the Government of Argentina to take a group
of 20 people to that country which would be representative
of folk music in the U. S. 1In this connection, she stated
that she desired to take !'some square dancers, some fiddlers
and some banjo pickers" and wanted to be sure that she was

@ - Bureau G C- Wi G @‘ ' "}) ?} W} 5 !
1 - New York (100-83801) (Info) (RM) ° . - /“ o :
1 - WFO e s o Y2 NOV 23 1980
LTG: i3 TS tn .10 5 /
5) DSl AL L AR ———
' Pl | /
Approved: | Sent : M Per
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WFO 100-23658

taking the best in each field. 1In this connection, she stated
that she desired to take with her PETE SEEGER, inasmuch as

he "has a way with audiences." Her purpose in coming to the
FBI was to determine whether or not it would be to the best
interests of this country to take PETE SEEGER with her. She
immediately stated that "if he is guilty, he should not be
kept on a string but should be put away, and if not, he
should be left alone." She immediately, thereafter, stated
if #I> could take him with me, it would be wonderful, but

I do not want the whole group to be suspected of being
communists." Miss KNOTT was advised that certainly the FBI
did not state that SEEGER was a communist, and that we could
not advise her one way or the other concerning whom she took
with her to Argentina. At this point, she was advised of the
confidential nature of FBI files, which she stated she under-
stood. She then stated that she could not get anybody '"in
government" to furnish her advice in the matter of taking

- SEEGER on this tour. Miss KNOTT was asked what she had meant

RS————

NW: 1_2‘819 Docld: 70000356 Page 208

with regard to her statement of SEEGER being guilty and referring

to communists, and she stated ""Oh, PETE is not a bad person,
but he may have been indiscreet in the past and possibly did
not always use good Jjudgment,"and did not further elaborate.

. Miss KNOTT concluded by stating that the Argentine
Government had offered to pay the expenses in connection with
the above-mentioned festival, that she had an appointment with
someone in the Cultural Affairs Section of the. State Department
concerning the tour, and that she merely wanted to g0 on record
with the FBI that she did not uphold communism or anything
which was against the best interests of this country and merely
recognized PETE SEEGER as an excellent folk musician. She
pointed out that the National Folk Festival at one time had
received assistance from Mrs. AGNES MEYER, widow of a past
publisher of the"Wash ington Post."

WFO indices reflect that. in the report of SA JOSEPH M
ADAMS, atcPhiladelphia dated 5/6/47 entitled "American Russian

- Institute for Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union, Inc.;

IS - R, Registration Act," that on 9/6/45 an informant made
available a letter dated 4/9/42 from SARAH GERTRUDE KNOTT,

* Director of the. National Folk Festival which was sponsored by

the "Washington Post" Folk Festival Association. This letter
indicated that Miss KNOTT was referred to ALEXANDER PORTNOFF,
President of the Philadelphia Chapter of American Russian
Institute by V. BAZYKIN, then First Secretary of the Soviet
Embassy. She requested that PORTNOFF furnish a Russian repre-

sentative for the Folk Festival which was to be held in Washington

in May of 1942,




" WFO 100-23658

It is to be noted that WFO maintains a stop notice
with the Passport Office concerning SEEGER and any pertinent
i ght to the attention of the Bureau
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and New York Office.
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OPTIONAL FOFst NO. 10 .

-UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memomu dum | ) E

| : DIRECTOR FBI pate: 11/4/60
ATTN. : CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS
FRO é@{ SAC, NEW YORK (94—1393) : .
SUBJECT: JOHN H. HUNTER, JR.
VICE-COMMANDER
FROMM-MAXWELL-DEBAUN
AMERICAN TEGION POST NUMBER 859

) SUFFERN, NEW YORK B
\ W RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS)

ReBulet 10/31/60.

-On 11/4/60, JOHN 3#.{HUNTER, JR., J__Nav,agom'l‘rail
Sloatsburg, NY, was interviewed and his letter to the
“Director dated 10/22/60 was acknowledged. He was tactfully
/advised that the FBI, as an investigative agency of the

/ Federal Government, could not recommend or comment on

/ matters such as he mentioned in his letter. However, he
g was thanked for his interest in writing to the Bureau and
/  was advised that five hundred copies of the pamphlet,

/ "Expose of Soviet Espionage", are being forwarded to him
——/  from the Bureau. .

HUNTER said that in the spring of 1960 the
American Legion in Rockland County, NY, conducted a
peaceful picket line in protest to the appearance of
PETER[,SEEGAR at Spring Valley High School, which was.
sponsored by the NAACP in Spring Valley, NY. He stated
that a small minority of American Legion members were .
opposed to this action, and comments from other people
were heard that this action was un-American.

He stated he wrote to Mr. HOOVER for assurance E%
that the peaceful picket line was the proper method of .
handling such a public appearance. He polnted out that =
Mr. HOOVER is so highly respected that advice from Him® ¢
on this matter would have great influence to conviné?‘ [ /b”

the American Legion members that actions such as this ” #w?
were proper. He stated he understood why the Bureau I << ﬂU L
was unable to recom%pnd or comment on such local matters= ©y v”’ K

d gs. .
- Bureau T Rﬁca_, /30 -2A00 ) §957 7;/
1 - New York (94-13939

E4, f” g4 17 NOV !?-
Z?u; & I@‘g 1960 _ §~/§M
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‘Espionage"”

NY 94-1393

He stated PETER SEEGAR is scheduled to appear
at Nyack, NY, on 11/25 and 11/26/60 and a peaceful picket
line conducted by the American Legion members is again
being considered. He stated that, as Chairman of the
Subversive Activities Committee of Rockland County, he
is attempting to obtain subversive information from public
records concerning individuals who are to appear at public
gatherings so that the people in Rockland County will be
alert to subversive influences and aware that people having
subversive backgrounds are to appear before the public.

He realized that the FBI has jurisdiction over
espionage, sabotage, and other matters affecting the

"~ internal security of the US, and he stated that information
“available~to«himwre:ardigg such matters would be Turnishe

R o W R AR

FBI. He stated that the American Legion in Rockland

A€
C”““?‘ hias no intention of conducting any investigations

on matters within the jurisdiction of the FBI.

: He expressed his appreciation to Mr. HOOVER for
forwarding copies of the pamphlet, "Expose of Soviet
, and was highly complimentary of the work of
the FBI. '
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SAC, New York October 31, 1960

Dlrector, FE Q ?fﬂfﬁ f‘} 5

SUFFERN’ NEW Yeéak""”
SEARCE (CO&&‘@SP@NDENCE AND TGURS)

: ’I‘.her_e: are enclosed two copies .of an incoming.
letter received from captioned individual dated QOctober 22,
1960. Peter Seeger to whom the. letter refers is subject of
your file 100-83801. Hunter, the correspondent is not
identifiable in Bufiles. :

Hunter’s letter has not been acknowledged by

the Bureau. - He should be interviewed by an Agent of your
-office and his-letter to the\mrecter acknowledged at that
time. The interview should'be conducted on a friendly basis,
and he should be tactfully advised that the: FBI as an investi-
gative agency of the Federal Government cannot recommend
action or comment on matters such as he mentioned. He
should be thanked for his interest in writing and told that

500 copies of the pamphlet, "Expose of Soviet Espionage" are
being forwarded to him from Bureau Headquarters. Submit
- results of interview, under above caption, to reach the Burean
- 7777 o later tham November 7, 1860,

M/;w i
Enclosures (2) = /}w(ﬁc‘ Yo i[c?(fg 6 . -
- Follow up made for 11-7-60, ’Eﬁ"’,( o W | MW\’
1 - D. C. Morrell - Room 4235 ,\,,{w “"‘é;\) - / /N
USC MATERIAL AR

500 copies of "Expose of Soviet Esplonage"

I'ols on

NOTE: Seeger, a Security Index subject, is a prominent communist
guitarist and singer who is und‘ér 1nd1ctment in the U.S. District
. Court of New York for conte‘fnpt’\of %%ess for refusing to answer
qu stmns before the Houge,Com u:t?tee on UnAmerican Activities.
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3arsons

Selmont
Callahan
DeLoach
Vialone

dcGuire
fosen
[amm
[rotter
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- COMMANDER
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ELmwood 6-8456

/
October 22, 1960

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover _ y .
Federal Bureau of Investigation

! Washington, D.C. _ Z@y/////
i : : Dear Mr. Hoovers: A

Knowing that you are a very busy man, I will try
to make this letter short and to the point. As Vice
Commander in charge of Americanism for the Fromm-Maxwell- -
i DeBaun Post #859, and Chairman of the Subversive v
f , Activities Committee of the Rockland County ILegion, 1
a _ have a few questions to ask you. I sincerely believe

that there is no one that we can turn to who can advise
us a8 well as you, - '

Y . We have had a few run ins with a man who has been
— cited by the House Unamerican Activities Commi%ﬁge as

N 'having Communistic leanings. This man is Pete Seeger

\y:5 a noted folk singer., We crganized a peaceful plCEe% '

line in protest to his avvearance in the high schodl at

by SpringAValley, N.Y. Most people thought we were doing
}k- right bgt some condemned us as being unamerican. I
\ wogld like to know just how you feel about things like
\ this and just how far we should publicize and »ush

incidents like the Peter seeger one. If you agree with .
the way we handled this situation or could tell me how

! to better handle these incidents itfwould be of immense :

} help to ug, _ nn O ,S"J q 3
| 100REC. 35 700— AP0 LY
: y EX 100fc: 3 w\\_rqﬁ | | /
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S Oﬁw Memommlzzm o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
. VTO . @ézg;ctor, FBI (100- 200845) ] : DATE: Qctober 12, 1960
| FROM : gat, London (100-2101)

37 | ol

SUBJECT: _PETER SEEGER
Z;,# SM - C

|FOIA(b)‘(K7\) - (D) |
Remylet 6-24-60. o

%& , ' - There are enclosed the oﬁlginal and four copies of

a memorandum contalnlng 1nformation concernlng subject made
available | .

]
|

states that the information received
comes from a delicate source and] Jasks that no ‘dissemination
be made outside the Bureau. : -

This case is being placed in an RUC status subject
to reopening upon receipt of additional information from

RUC o . | KJ |
3 - Bureau (Encs.=5) o

(1 - New York; 100- 83801) l
1 - London (100- 2101) ‘

ACM: MAH __ | , _ J
(4) g |
QJ' , o REC- &1 9?‘9'3?5/5» . Q?
%\3@ | - 25 0CT 18 1960
Lo s
PG 3
' s2523€2222¢;1“”“ s07c Aa‘éewgﬁé
gﬁ?%w@ . Vi
Date Forw./ \

0W R/
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. —SEGRET- _
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

File Ne.
October 12, 1960

PETER SEEGER

T-1, a confidential source abroad, advised on
September 22, 1960 that a secret and reliable source has
reported that SEEGER plans to visit the United Kingdom
48 between October 25 and November 23, 1960 and has asked
£%2- PAUDKENDICOTT, a British theatrical agent, to make
arrangements for concerts and radio and television
appearances for him. o

. 'According to TQl this source also states subject
plans to make a brief visit to Holland to see his brother.

V | 7 3
J0g. 2o Fof 5w ;7 2

NW: 12819 Docld: 70000356 Page 216 . S
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:, ;september 22,:1960 that -

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

InReply, PleaseReferta o C e WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
’ ¢EhAb R T

October 12; 1960

- ‘.pEiER_:SEEﬁER o

T-1; a confidentis

1 soéurce abread, advised on
8’ secret and reliable source has
reported that SEEGER: plans to visit the United Kingdom

. between October 25 and Novembér 23, 1960 and has asked
PAUL ENDICOTT, a British theatrical agent,. to make -

arrangements for coneerts and radia and talevision
appearances fcr him.b: R A

According te T—l this aeurce alse states subject

"plans'tc make ‘& brief visit to Helland to see his brpther.g

TRRTRETETE
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= -SEGRET— | -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREVAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Ploase Refer to, .~ KRR / WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

October 12, 1960

PETER SEEGER

T-1; a ccnfiéeﬂtial ‘source abreaé{, ae}viﬁec} on
?'ﬁiSe@tember 22,1960 that a secret ‘and reliable source has
- reported that SEEGER plsns to visit the- United Kingdom-

" ‘betwesn October 25 and November 23, 1960 and has asked
©'PAUL ENDICOTT, a British theatrieal agent, to make -
arrangements for ccncerts and radic and television ;
appearanaea f@r him. o

ST Accorﬁiﬁg t@ T~1 this gource alsa statea aubJect
lans te make a brie? viait to K@lland t@ see his brotherv
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Mr. Totson. 3
Mr. Belmont_ §
i j)?:i'.ﬂ:ach‘.__..
i M -Guire——
shr .

B ' “ygilivan
Tele, RO e
Moo Foan .-

Miss Gandy.— § .

\ - On August 3, 1960, argument on the motion&&\{ras
continued to the first part of September. Trial,
has been set for November 28, 1960. _

/&C) ""010 ()\g&[;t*’" —

NOT RECCRDED

25 06T 7 1980 &(

Information included in Inter al Secu ity Division Bi-llonthly

Status Reportg@

Y
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
5010—-104

"UNITED STATE MENT
Memoranaum
TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) DATE: 9/1/60
FROM @ SAC, WFO (100-23658)
SUBJECT: PETEROSEEGER, aka
SM-C
(00: NY)

Remylet dated 7/29/60

Subgect s file in the Passport Office, Department of
State, was examined by SA KENNETH J, HASER on 8/29/60 and was
found to contain no additional pertinent information. It is

noted that subject's 1959 passport is still contained in his
file. . :

Inasmﬁéh as WFO still maintains a stop notice with

.the Passport Office concerning subject, it is not continuing

to check subject's file perlodlcally, but will report pertinent
information at such time as it is brought to the attention of

this office as a result of the stop notice.

(géBureau e T I V7
2-New York (100 83801) (RM) - ;

. 1-WFO K

XKJH: dmw

(5) -

@"709
Mo /)0 2007H5" 7/

90
56 Page 220




Tele.
Mr.

>

P
Mr. Toison. ;
Mr. Belmont._,_%
My. D »
Mr. M-Guire——
Mr., Moht e
Mr. Pa Lj'sans___‘____,
Mr. Resen——
M. 'l ATOT e
Wy, P :
1 M. \7’ & ﬂhvan

Miss G2 AR QY oo -

yeLoach——

Rn<m ___________
B-eman.—

IOy

The Government's motion to quash subpoena

duces tecum, served on officials of the House 3\@

! Representatives, has been set down for oral argum
on July 11, 1960

4/5
W' R Mg{/f’é

RECORDED
/ﬂ / Ggig;#;men 190

Information included in I ternal Security Divtaian Bi-.llonthly
Status Report g ’ 19,42

NW: 1@%&&3&%63;&@ 221

£

IR S e e



o :
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 k . ! h
. 5010-104 ) ; (, ’

UNITED STATES GOVx'RNMENT ~ P
Memorandum
{
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) DATE: 7/29/60 |
FROM SAC, WFO (100-23658)
sUBJECT: ~ PETER SEEGER, aka
SM~-C
[ (00:NY)
\J‘) WFo .

ReM¥lets U4/28/60, and 5/19/60.

The subjectl!s flle in the Passport O0ffice, Department
of State, was reviewed by SA KENNETH J. HASER on 7/27/60, and
was found to contain no information more recent than that sent
by WFO in relets.

Sub ject's passport 1780911 issued on 9/8/59, and

. limited to expire . on 10/10/59, is still incorporated in his
. . .file at the Passport O0ffice. A
WFO will maintain contact with the Passport Office
to ascertain what further efforts are made by subject or his
attorney to secure further validation of his passport.
Y 4%
@-Bureau
4 “Z-New York (100-83801) (RM)
| 1-wro o
KJH:nld
(5) /
N 00 -200 /O f)
%ﬁgf i &S r Z{s}
Bt 104
-/
= .
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