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“! WILLIAM E. BOLKNER that the Federal Grand Jury. in NYC had ¥.7 . .
| - Teturned True Blllg against the subject fop contempt on-- _ . . -/ ;

- 2/8/57 and he expected to take further action in the immediate -

- future. . -
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) ey FD-122
“ STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ’ N p . (5—11— 53 )
Oﬂ‘ice Memomndzmz * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
10 : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) ' pate:  2/11/57
ROM SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) §,,
o | @*ﬁé‘/‘ £ )
‘ 8 A
SUBJECT: PETER SEEGER, wa: Peter%owers@ /4 5%/ ~ §
s SECURITY MATTER - C , ;}f g'?? ¥
i (00:NY) Card F; ed wf P
K cg# FEB25 1857, /
X It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on. the

above-captioned individual.

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be O%ﬁp
. changed as follows: (Specify change only)

"I
NAME _______PETER SEEGER - W"“\S %}ﬁ
| v
ALIASES Peter Bowers : 2 V
Xo"
AR e@'
po M
' NATIVE BORN__X _ NATURALIZED _ ALIEN
COMMUNIST__X _ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 2
. : . P f
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) - e S
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB "RACE__ W SEX_" M ‘
) e
DATE OF BIRTH ___5/3/19 PLACE OF BIRTH _Manhattan, NeW YOI‘k -

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)

Self-employed as entertainer (singer of folk songs“and
ban,jo player)

. 8= T B r%
KEY FACILITY DATA: RECOEDE / ‘mi" Qﬁ
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY
K ‘ o I8 FEB 13 1957
INTERESTED AGENCIES : q'iﬁﬂq . ) )
B RS,

RESIDENCE ADDRESS Dutchess Junction, Beacon, New Yark
(Post Office Box 328)

S

REGISTERED MAIL ‘

: A G:kid -
) NW ngdg,@?g 7Page 33,45
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NY 100-83801

Rebulet to New York, 1/11/57.

Captioned subject is being recommended for
inclusion on the Security Index in accordance with
referenced letter for the following reasons:

On 9/12/49, HERMAN THOMAS, FBI informant for
approximately ten years prior to his testimony in May, 1954,

advised that the subject was a member of the CP, {@b(ﬁ17~¢z{g;ut)

/,, -vnu(

FOIA(b) (7)

LOUIS F. BUDENZ advised on 6/30/50 that the
subject was a member of the CP in 1945, o

on 4/30/53, | " |identified the subject
as a -CP member aﬁtive in th@,Musi%sIIrSecgionfdur%_ ghe liabl
latter part of 1 1y 1950.(Source, has furnished reliable
in}or£a€i£h ?n tgegpggt??r y 195 T - ’

On 12/13/54, JOHN LAUTNER advised that he knew
the subject as a CP member from 1947 to 1949,

?

on 9/23/55, source advised that in about 1948 he
personally observed the subject, after entertaining the
staff at Camp Lakeland, Hopewell Junction, New York, hand
out cards to join the CP and give a speech urging the staff
to join the Party,(Sourcejhas%furnished reliable information in
the past. N - 0 : -

During the period 1940 to 1957, the subject, as
entertainer, has repeatedly appeared at functions of numerous
organizations which have been designated by the Attorney
Geﬁeral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450,

In August, 1955, the subject appeared before the
House Committee on Un-American Activities and refused to
discuss groups before which he had entertained. On 7/25/56,
the subject was cited for contempt by Hoiise of Representatives
for his refusal to answer questions before the HCUA. ’
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the matter concerning ELLIOTT SULLIVAN,
| MARTIN YARUS, wa: George Tyne, before
in Jenuary. ‘

i of Eési;my aﬁ t:iwm mas.szQ &@fnm the- HCUA.

1/1/57

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-241970)

7 YORR (100-107274)

eRYlet. to Bureau dated 41@;2315@,

o On 12/28/56, AUSA CLEMENT J. HALLANAN advised

%A HENRY C. RUDA that no action has: yet Eman mzmma in
pmaazming the matter emming the mgsssal of ELLIOTE
SULLIVAN to answer qmsnim wm:a th@ ICUA, to a Gmnﬁ Jm

AUSA BALLANAR mﬁvﬂ.w: that ‘he vgslana to pmsenﬁ:

__ In cernection with the abm presentation,
Al r&qua’ mﬁ ‘any - ;i‘;mt:_ﬂ,m wh&eh the Bureay.me

than the' zra@pm

¢80 aﬁvimdl t:ha congrary, the NYO will furnish

“with " the: following Wﬁmﬁ reports "b? 1/ 8/56

g/f/ Qéa f”%"-a

NOT REcOPN~"
101 JAN'14 1957 -

- ' - Was ) ¢ 5 oM ORICTHAL
1-tew vez—k-~-ﬁ(1ea-1a7am ST T s e o

HCR: j@n

(9)
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NOTE ON PELL@I? &

_ Subjects refused %0 answear guestions in hearmg befor'e
HCUA. House passed resolutions fumishimg Jacte to USA, Southern
District, New York, for prosecution for contempt of Gangressa« TgA
requested New York Office for background information on subjecis.
This is considered legitimate request and similar reguests ‘have
been honored in past. MNew York instructed to advise AUSA regarding
limited extent to which reports may be used. Each report mentioned
is already in possession of Depariment in Washington. Sullivaen is
on Security Index, Yarus and Seeger were de?jeted from Security Index
under Review Program.. ' .
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.._,.;‘-‘:'3 Hew ¥¢. oo va0s03804) - Jenuary 11, 1957

#5273

- ﬂﬁirectar, FBI {3005300545) ~3 ‘éj‘ . ' ' . 5
“:j&@% RECORDED - 35 | ‘ Coome |

FETER SBEGER - S i
SECURITY MATTER = € - |

~ THe Bureau is of the opinion that
subject ‘e name should be included in the

- Security Indez,

4_review of Bureau files reflects that

" Jreubject was reported to be a member of the Communiot
~Fardy (CP) as late as 1950 .and during the period of
« his CP membership he wase reparted to have actively
urged various persons and groups. to join the CP, )
During the peried 1948 to 4956 gubject, tas entertainer,
repeatedly appeared at functions Of ruumsrous
organizationsuhich have been designated by the
- Attormey General of the United States pursuant
vo Executive Order 10450, In Auguet, 1955, subfect
- eppeared before the House Commiteee on Un-Americon
Activities and refused to discuss groups defore
which he hed emterteined,

Irn view of subject’s pest and present
activities which indicate that he continues to be
Sympatizte to the communist cause,
submit an FD=122 recommending his
inelusion in the Securtty Imdex
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T ' ONFEIDENT <

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

OFFICE OF ORIGIN » DATE

NEW YORK

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD /10-1 ,18_20
12/21/56 | 26,28;10/1808 323 o0

REPORT MADE BY

TYPED BY
ARTHUR J. GREENE, JR. kid
CHARACTER OF ‘CASE ' i
53038

5P ction, Beacon,
o N ¥ NY, and 1s self-employed as a singer, Source
k;gf ) 3§ advised in September, 1949, that the subject
) % was a member of the CP, During April, 1953,
%" é&f“ﬁ“ subject identified as a CP menber active in
a5

.~ ‘the Music II CP Section during the latter part
N BT of 1949 or early 1950, Source advised during
pwﬁ NI December, 1954, that he knew the subject as a
7 e , CP member from 1947 to 1949, Source advised
a %é%??s that abvat 1948 subject gave a speech to members
A ~ﬂkf of staff at Camp Lakeland, Hopewell Junction,
NY, urging staff to join the CP, During April,
1951, source described subject as always -
avallable for CP affalrs as an entertainer,
During perlod 1948-1956, subject appeared as

entertainer at functions of n ‘
r | %, * 25
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FD-2637(5-12-55)
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‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF‘ lNVESTiGATlON

-

REPORTING OFFICE

NEW YORE

OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE

12/21/56

TITLE OF CASE

REPORT MADE BY

SYNOPSIS:

DE‘CLASS FIiED
O, . '%

e ogTee sisiaalels WY
.

APPROVED SPECIAL AGENT

IN CHARGE

COPIES MADE: ‘ 7) r7 #77% 7q5

3 = New York (18381)

pone TR

L v aYi R

NWREQ§‘1@ITSB%T&WSQHGTG§9’VJW£ II% and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955_0—352788
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NY 100-83801

SYNOPSIS (CONT'D) .

:n',gi
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P
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which have been designated by the Attorney

~ General of thé United States pursuant to -
Executive Order 10450, During August, 1955,
the subject refused to discuss groups before
which he had played when questioned by HCUA which
held hearings 1n NYC regarding possible Communist
infiltration of the entertainment field. On
7/25/56 the subject was cited for contempt by
House of Representatives for his refusal to
answer questions before the HCUA, During May,
1953, when contacted by Bureau agents, the subject

stated "I think I hdd just better not say anything."
The subject indicated a votinﬁlpreference for the
ALP during 1952, 1953 and 1954,

- C -
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NY 100-83801

Io BACKGROUND..o.oqoooma;o-c?oécoiooaoc.ue.oooo.

II. AFFILIATIONS

A,
B,
c.
D.

E.

APPENDIX.Q..OOOOOOGOQ......‘...0....00.‘.0.‘....0
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NY 100-83801

DETATILS: Individuals, organizations, instltutlons and
publications designated by an asterisk (¥*) are
documented in the Appendix of this report . K

s J/

I. BACKGROUND | | o

A, Identlficatlon Record ‘

".'l;"'.ﬂwl‘i'.iJ

The folldwing is thé identlflcation record off%he
subject which appears in the files of the- ‘Tdéntification
Division of. the FBI under’ numbeg_154}§1QAA_¥J

Contrivutor of v : : .
Pingerprints ‘ Name and Number =~ = Arrested or Received

Army Crr e fr-2halp
- Pt Mé Clellan
Ala,
B, Residence o
~[§h November 1, 1956, T« b%ho has furnished
reliable information in the past, vised that the subject

resides at Dutchess Junction, Bedcon, New York and maintains
Post Office Box 328 Beacon, New York.&wg”:

C. Previous Residences c e S R A

P ) - et P

%én December 5, 19 MELQ, who was in a position to .
furnish reliable informa ioniggav1sed that on November .24, %5y“a
1950, Mr. and Mrs, PETERYSEEGER, 129 MacDougal Street, New i
York City, indicated thafi they were no longer residing at

this address and could be! reached care of_ Cromwell Music, ' ‘
129 West 52nd Street, New York, New YOI%:CSN) ’ '

[22 December 14, 1955,4T-3, who was in a position
to furnishf®liable information vised that the subject
and his wife and two children were residing off Route 9D,
near Camp Beacon, Beacon, New Yorkg(}&) .




pr———

NY 100-83801

D. EmQ;oyment :

A pjretext telephone call by a Special Agent of .,
the FBI on Noyember 5, 1956, to an unidentified male MY
individual at; Peoples Artigts, Inc,.* 124 _West 2lst Street, -
NegngggkCity "Fevealéd that theé subject 1s a self-employed
singer, This call further revealed that_the subject acts as
his own agent in regard to entertainment engagements and may

be contacted for such purposes at Beacon, New York.

"It is noted that the "New York Post " November 18,
/l1956 issue, contained a -advertisement stating that PETE
L)SEEGER would appear in ef"only New York Concert this year"
on February 1, 195G, attthe Pythian Audltorium, 135 West
70th Street, New York City° :

E. Previous Employments

Lpn October 28, 1952, a"'who has furnished :
reliable information in the past vised that Peoples Songs,
Inc.* was organlzed about the earl rt of 1946 by PETER
SEEGER and others, éipe informang sed that PETER SEEGER
was editor from Septeémber, 1946, to October, 1947, Executive

Director from February, 1946, to May, 1946, National
Director from June to October, 1947, ,and Chalrman from
November, 1947, to an unknown date, 69;) -

A pretext teleﬁhone call by a Special Agent of
the FBI on . October 6, 195 to an 1ndividual who identified
himself as the prlncipal of the Downtown Communit°VSchool,
285 East 1lth ‘Street, New York, New York, revealed that the
subject was at that -time a teacher at this institution anhd a
member of ."TheWeavers," a prefessional singing guartet which
periodically toured sections of the United States at that
time,

A pretext teleﬁhone ‘call by a Special Agent of
the FBI on October 6, 195 to an unknown individual at the
Registrar's Office, Columbia University, New York City, .
revealed that the subject at that time had a contract to
teach a course in "American Folk Music and Its World Orlgins"
for the Fall Semester at this institution. . ‘

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 14 -3 -




NY 100-33801

was an instructor of music at .t etropolitan School of -

b& o ' ‘
Eép October 14, 1954- s, who has furnished - -~
reliableinformation in the past, vised that PETER SEEGER !
M :

Musilec,* 18 West 74th Street, New Ybrk City, at that time€§§

II AFFILIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

A, Evidence of Communist Party (CP) Memhership

;u’23rd Street, Allentewn, Pennsxlvanla, ir formant -for the FBI |
%ﬁ/% for approximately tén yedrs prior to the time he testified

%/ in May, 1954, for thg government in the case of the Unlited |
Q%/{ States versus JOSEPHWKUZMA, ET -AL, tried in United States |
- District Court, Easté: District of Pennsylvania, advised ; f

that PETER SEEGER was’ é member of the CP,

on September 12, 1949, HERMA THOMAS 518 North \

Ep April 30, 1953, T-d}S%Q&hfled PETE SEEGER as
a CP member. active in the Mysic II Section durlng the latter
part of ‘1949 or early 1950 ?ifa o

- On December 13, 1954, JOHN“AUTNER, former: N Y

Chairman of the New York State Review Lommission, CP, who
was expelled from the CP in January, 1950, advised that he
knew the Subject as.a CP member from 1947 to 1949, .

"

B. Evidence of CP Sympathies :

b On June 9, 19 MT 6 who has furniéhed reliable
1nformat1n in the past rnished a petition addressed to
Senators ROBERT' F. WAGNER and -TIRVING M. IVES, Washington,
D.C., captioned. “Defeat the' Union-Busting Bills," - Appearing
on this petition was the name PETER SEEGER, 129 MacDougal
Street, New York City .12, New York. .The petition stated that
it was issued by the CP, New York State, 35 East 12th Street,

New York CityALj\

B ‘;n.September 23, 1955, T- a._
’ reliable information -in the paet and.

[FOIA(b)

-

Lid .
£
A




NY 100-83801. ‘|\FOIA(b)‘(7)-,(D) |

| advised that in about 1948 the

Weavers singling group entertained . at Camp Lakeland on,several
occasions. \ficording to T-7, the informant personall

observed PETER SEEGER, .after entertaining the 'staff, hand

out cards to Jjoin the CP and give a speech urging the staff
to join the Party.(Er) _ ‘

: During April, 1951, JOHN LAUTNER," previously
mentioned, advised that PETER SEEGER, a singer, was always
available for CP affairs as an ‘entertainer., -

g%n November, ‘ol 1953, T=6 g%;ggshed information

that PETE SEEGER, Peoples Artists;. 799 Broadway, New York, q
New York, had obtained a.one year subscription to the "Daily
WOrker"* which. subscription ‘expired on September 14 1?54

P

;én March 15, 195L, T-j} Ag’hed information that
PETE SEEGER;. Peoplés Artists, 799 Broadway, New York, -New U
York, obtained three ct smbination. subscriptions to the "Daily
Worker" and "The .Worker"* which subscriptions expired on -
March 22, 1954 @

L

. . .On. June 1, 1954 T-8 who has furnished reliable
information in the" ‘past, advised that on April 26, 1954, (Jw
Marxist refresher study.class met -at Topanga, California°

It is.noted that T- 8 advised that he had been

’advised by ROBERT AMES that _these classes were a preparatory

step to enteritg the.CP. @)u\

LY

i Eégcording to -9, Y wio hagffurnished reliable el
information in the past BERT MES. was a. CP member in May, -

1947 (W =

T-8 advised that 1ncluded on. the agenda of the

4above class was PETE SEEGER, guitarist, and it was stated

that SEEGER would like to sing to this group of people and
educate them to the Marxist theory. According to the .
informant, it was further mentioned that SEEGER would like

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 16




NY 100-83801

to have the. Topangs group subsidize his playing and singing.
. According to the informant, it was declded to give a party
sometime 1n June, 1954, to collect funds for SEEGERv.t@')q
i&ﬂi‘ing May, 1956, OiA who was in a position to
furnish reliable informatior nished information that
PETE SEEGER, Dutchess Juncfion, Beacon, New York, and family
corresponded with ARNOLD S X JOHNSON* . during September, 1955, MY
at which time birthday greefings were extended to JO&?E?N;‘ w,f‘

n February 4, 1955,é§¥é9, who was in a position

-

0

to furnish[;eliable,information rnished information that
the SEEGER family, Post Office Box 452, Beacon, New York,
sent season greetings during December, 1954, to EUGENE
DENNIS* and JOHN GATES* (W) . ... . = .

n January 6, 1955, 2? who was in a pesition
to furnish reliable informationfMurnished information that
the SEEGER family, Box 452, Beacon, New York, sent season
greetings to CARL WINTER* and IRVING POTASH* during Degember,

1osh. @) . - x

C. Evidence .of Activity Before CP Front . .
Groups as an Entertainer. B

The following is a list of events at which the
subject appeared or was scheduled to appear as an-entertainer.
or participant. All T symbol informants listed as sources in
this sectlon have furnished reliable information in the past..
The date appearing in parenthesis beneath the T symbol is
the date the. information was furnished by the informant.

All organizations listed as sponsors in this section are
documented in the Appendix of tHs report,

The following.characterizations are set forth
concerning certaln individuals set out as sources in this

secthp: L

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
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NY 100-83801 \
r /,»-v“’
FOIA(b) (7) - (D)
Source . - . Event " ‘ Sponsor
"Daily Worker! . Peace Festivai American Labor Party
issue’of - . . . . and Rally, June (ALP)
June 25, 1953? : 28, 1953, Triboro N

Staﬁium, Randalls
Island, . New York

City |
"Daily Worker" . . . "Lift Every Volc&"  Bronx County ALP
issue of to end discrimination - ! .

March 3, 1954 .- in the Parkchester
_ - Housing. Project,
' . March 26, 1956, .
e .Manhattan Center, .
New York City

T~ ALP rally,. . . ALP
%ay 19 19543@\) .May 6, 1954,

Manhattan Center,
New York City

o “Daily workef" '”" Kingsfdounty ALP- Kings Counfy ALP
issue of rally, Aperion. . ' o
June 17, 1954 A Manor, 813 Kings..

Highway,  Brooklyn,
New York,June 15,

21954
"Daily Worker! 'Rally.for Trade American Peace Crusade
issue of - . and Peace with :
April 7, 1954 China, April 3,

1954, UE Hall,
. Chgcago, Illinois

-7 -
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Source e Event

"Daily Workér“ L American Ybuth for'
issue of . Democracy Square
March 18, 1948 Dance, March 19,

1948, 163 Bleecker
Street, New York
City. ,

a1y Book Fair,
(April 13, 1954){@/california Labor
School,  San..

Francisco,
California, April
10, 1954 , L
T-15 W "Folk Music Forum".
(September 24, October .2, 3, 1954,
1954)a CLS, -San. Francisco,
, California .. .
7-16 W 1954 Spring Term of
(July 14, 1954) CLS, -San. Francisco,
. California
T-17 Y 1954 Summer Term
(September 1 CLS, San Francisco,
-1954) California .

=15 U  1954-1955 Fall.
(September 13 Term, CLS
pl954) . : San Francisco,

California

T-18 . . m’- 'Folk.Festival .
(November 2, October .30, 1955,
;1955). - 37 .ElginStreet,

; San Francisco,
California

Sgonsor_

American Youth for
Democracy -

California Labor
School (CLS)

CLS

CLS
CLS

CLS

CLS

-8 -

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 19

(




NY 100-83801

Source

s

T-19
(September 18/ 4
1956)

ha—\

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

(August 20,
-1955)

T-19
(June 1, 1956)
S
‘——

T-20
(October 19

&5 &)

!

).

‘Event

'Concert at Scottish

Rite Auditorium,,

‘San Francisco,
California, October

6, 1956

Informal
entertainment, .
August 14, 1955,..
Camp wOodland, Inc.

"Phoenlcia, New York

=

PETE‘SEEGER Concert
May 25, 1956,
Orchestg@ Hall,
Chlcago, Illinois
Rec1ta1 on songs

‘of America and. the
Soviet Union on
occasion of greet-
ing double
anniversary of .
United States - USSR

‘diplomatic relations

and the emergence of
the Soviet Union on
the world scene,

'November 10, 1956,

Milda Hall, 3142
South Halstead,

Chicago,,lllinois

Sponsor

cLs

Camp Woodland, = = N )

Phoenicia, New York —~

Chicago Council of

‘American-Soviet

Friendship

ChicagoCouncil of
American~-Soviet
Frlendship ‘

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 20
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Source

)

June,

"Daily Worker"
issue of - -
May 22, 1953

T-22 Y

(June 1, 1954) )

"Daily.WOrker"
lssue of

~ June 20, 1947

"Daily Worker"
issue of ,
April 13, 1948

"Daily Worker"
issue of
February 18, 1949

Event

Rally entitled .
"Hail New China
Ally for Peace" -
June 16, 1949,

Ccity Center Casino;

New. York City

STEVE NELSON
Dinner, May 22,
1953, Manhattan '
Towers. Hotel, New
York- C:ty o

Rally in behalf of

PAUL 'ROBESON, May
26, 1954: N ’
Renaissance Ball—
room; 137th Street
and Eighth Avenue,
NeW'York.City :

Alberton Section ,
Housewarming,
June 20, 1947,
Bronx, New York

May Day Rally, =
April ‘30, 1ok8,

Graham-Auditorium,
Newark, New Jersey

"Pete. Seeger at
Greatest Youth

Party of the Year--"

February 19, 1949,
T7th Street and
Fifth Avenue, New
York City

- 10 -~
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Sponsor

Committee'for a

Democratic Far Eastern

Policy

Committee to Defend
Steve Nélson =

Committee to. Restore

Pau;;RebesanS'Eassport

CP, Albérton Section

!
4

cp, Exsex County, New.

Jersey

CP, Lower East Side
Youth Section '

.
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Source

#|  FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

(November 15,

«1953)
T-23

(September 27,

1956)

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

(January, 1950)

"Daily Worker"
issue of March

10, 1954

T-24
(January 9,
1956

)

.Event

Meeting, November
14, 1953, .19 High

'Street, Boston,
‘Massachusetts

.Dance .and codkball
party, 1949 or 1950,
" Hotel located
‘between 70th and

80th Streets, New

- York City

"Get Together for
Peace," January 14
1950, Jewish -
Community Center,
1475 Williams
Street, Denver,
Colorado

Internationel
Women's Day, . March

13, 1954,

Yugoslav- American
Cooperat;ve Home,

Inc., New York Clty'

Christmas Chanukah
Childrent's Party,
December 18, 1955,
1400 Girard Avenue,
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

- 11 -
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 Sponsor ’
Creative Arts WOrkshmp '

"Daily Worker" Fund
.Raising Affair

'"Thj;Denver .Eriends..
of ﬁ eoples Artlsts,”

Inco of New Yor b

kAT ST

Families of the Smith |

Act Viectims .

Friends and Families
of Smith Act-
Defendants




NY ioo-838o;
}|(FOIA(I/3.)/(/7) -(D) |

Source { -

Event

Concert by PETER .
SEEGER ‘September
1954 Embassy
Auditorium, Los
Angeles, California

(September 30
1954) /

'Anpual dinner,
March 13, 1949,
Hotel Astor, New
York: Clty o

"(March, 1949)

"Daily Worker" Lecture on "Work
issue of Songs . and Ballads,"
)y February 16, 1954 February 16, 1954,
' Jefferson School
. o , Sixth Avenue and
: : 16th Street, New
Ybrk City :

5 w
'-2§y35§ "Evening of Folk -
‘October 4, l95%}?£%ongs," October 9,
. - 1953, Yugoslav-

American Cooperative
Home, Inc,, 405
West U4lst Street,
New York City

Second National .
Convention, Rally
and Jamboree,
February 19, 1954,
Hunts Polnt Palace,
Bronx; New York

"Daily Worker"
issue of
February 3, 1954

- 12 -
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Sponsor b

Hollywood. Arts,.a- .
Sclences and Professions
Council

Joint Anti-Fascist
Refugee Committee IR
B .",;;;i\

¢
s s

Jefferson School of
Social Science /

Labor Youth League (LYL)

LYL
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Source Event Sponsor

T-26

A (& "An Evening with LYt»
(May 5, 1954 ) ’

’> Pete Seeaer,

May 1, 1954 V
Yugoslav- Ame ridan
Cooperative Home, .
Inc., ‘New "York City

"Daily Worker" <  PETESEEGER concert, Manhattan LYL =
issue of May Ts May 7, 1954, SO VI
1954 _ Yugoslav=~-American

Cooperative Home,
Inc,, New York. City

. T-27 :f‘ Party and dance, ’ Student Division,
(May 4, 1955) April 30, 1955, -~ LYL
. . 229 Seventh Avenue,

‘ New York City

T-28 U  "seventh Annual Midwest Committee
(November 16, (g:) Festival of for Protection of.
1955) S Nationalities," - Foreign Born

featuring PETE.
SEEGER, November 12,
1955, Milda Hall,
3140 South Halstead,
Chicavo, Illinois

"Daily Worker" "National Guardian" "National Guardian"
issued of Winter Ball, .
Pebruary 4, 1954  February 11, 1954,
S ' Manhattan Center,

New York City

"National PETE SEEGER folk "National Guardian"
Guardian" issue song concert, '
of October 3, 1955 November 1, 1955,

Washington: School

Auditorium, Berkeley,

California _

- 13 -
NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 24
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Source

T-29 Y
(March 28 1956)

"National
, Guardian' -New
York DE€¢ltion,

Event

Concert of Musiec
and Dance, April
17, 1956, -Carnegile
Hall; New York City

"Folk —~Concert
Ensemble" April- 17,
1953, New York City

issue of April 13, -

1953

"Daily Worker"
issue of
September 27,

1953

"Daily Worker"
issue of
September 15, 1953

T-31 | 0
(April 13, 1954

7-30 o U ‘}<
Eigggary 2 @)

National Lawyers .
Guild Natlonwgw~
Convention,
Fébruary 10-13, -
1956, Hotel Statler,
Detroit, Mlchigan

Peace rally, )
September 27, 1953,
Carnegile. Hall . New
York City

ROSENBERG SOBELL
dedication rally,
September 16, 1953,
Randalls Island
Stadium, Randalls
Island, New York -
City S

Dance and social,
3514 Franklin -
Avenue, St,. Louis,
Mlssour1

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 25

Sponsor

"National Guardian"

National Lawyers
Guild

National Lawyers ’
Guild '

National Council of
Arts,  Sciences-and
Professionsy  Inc.

- Natlonal Committee to

Secure Justice in the-
Rosenberg Case

National Negro Labor | g
Council, St. Louils
Chapter ' :
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Source Event

T-32 4 Nationaﬂ&FeStiVal
(November 15 November 13, 1955,
"1955) €§> Lazakis Hall, Bates

- Street, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania -

Peoples Art Center,
St., Louls, Missouri

T—33v o ;{h cﬁlETE;SEEGER.éoncerﬁ,
(April 13, 1953) J)Kpril 10, 1953,
| —

"An Afternoon .of
Folk Songs with
Pete Seeger,'

May 13,1956,

T-S '
! (May 24, 1956)

"Daily Worker"
issue of L
August 16, 1947

)

135 West 70th Street,

New York City

"New Masses" Labor
Day Weekend, .
September, 1947,
The Allaben,
Mapanock, New York

-4

L WAiITFools .
(April 15, 1953)

Hootenanny, "™ April
/U, 1953, Webster
Hall, . 119 East 1lth
Street, New York
City -

T4 - .
(October 22
"1953)

Hootenanny, .
September 26, 1953,
Pythién Hall, New
York City

T-34 q}gobtenanny‘

(January 6, 1954)8Dhecember 2&, 1953,

) .} Manhattan Center,
New York City

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 26 - 15 =

Sponsor

Natiomdily Committee
of Western Pennsylva

Néighborhood Folk
Chorus

Métropélitaﬁ‘séhool
of Music, Inc,, New
York City

"New Masses"

PeoﬁlesuAptists,¢
Incs, New York City

Peopies Artists, .
Inc, ' :

Peoples Artists,
Inc.

nia

T ——

vl

"

’i‘%w

st

S BT
ettt gy RS

Y

i
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Source

_3= JAOU

"Daily Worker"

issue of March

28, 1955 -

"National
Guardian" issue
of May 9, 1955

"Daily Worker"
issue of May 10,

1955

"Daily Worker"
issue of

September 21, 1955

J%Eézgéﬂ, lQS%EﬁiS

Event

Hootenanny, -

June 19, 1954Q;

Manhattan Center,.

New York Clty

"All Fools
‘Hootenanny, "

April 2, 1955,

-Pythian Hall, 135

West TOth Street,

New York City

”thidrén!sc
Hootenaany with
Pete Seeger,. Gil

Green---May T==-

Peoples Artists
Studio---" New

}York Clty

Spring Fever :

'Hootenanny,

‘May 14,1955, the -

Pythian, 135 West
70th Street, New
York City .

'Hootenanny,

September 24, 1955,

The Pythian, 135
West T7Oth Street,
New York City

Sponsor

Peoples . Artists,

Peoples Artists,

Peoples,Artists;

Peoples Artists,

Peoples Artists,

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 27
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Source . -

T-36
(October 3, 1955

"Daily Worker"
March 19, 1950
T~37 ' jé)

(December 21
1953)

T-38
(November: 15
1955)

"Daily Worker"
issue of May. 17,
1953

"Daily Worker"
issue of April

27, 1955

. - -

18,19, 1950,

., featuring PETE...-
" SEEGER,_. November
2y 1955, Cosmopolitan

"'«xs«-,.‘,u w, T .-

Capiltol, New York
-City

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 28

Event $ponsor
Progressive Party

estimonial Dinner
A honor of HENRY
: *ﬂmTSCHER B

Progressive Party:

' é" tover-l, 1955,

Bellevue: Stratford
Hotel, Philadelphia,
Penneylvania

School of Jewish Studies,
New York City

Bazaar, March 17,
77’Fifth Avenue,
NerXork_Gity ‘

South Philadelphia
Committee to Aid the.
Smith Act Vietims

"Songs with Pete
Seeger," December
18, 1953, Essex
Hotel, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

Southern California.
Arts, Scienses and
Professions Council

Folk Song function

Hotel,. 360 South
Westlake, Los Angeles,
California

Committee to Defend
J.JV, Jerome

Rally, “Culture _
Fights Back, 1953"
May . 20,1953; Hotel

Plovjsio VAL~ .
Erofessdenal Workers
and Peoples Committee
for May Day, 1955

Union Square May
Day Rally, April
29, 1955, Union
Square, New York
City

- 17 -




,;Source .

. issue of July 29,

| (auly 18, 1955)

T a2

Tl

P ‘ ether ‘Than

vans:!.éa.l ‘review ent:ltledf. Courage 18° ccmtagious,
. ‘CQuncil of Art.a, :Seiences and Professions Field: Theater .

nz;iqeéssoig

"Da:lly Worker
1953

T-39 Yy Holiday enterta.:l.n- w:!.ngdale Lodge, Inc.
), ment ;. April 3, 1955, o
- Wingdale Lodge, -

*. Wingdale, New York

“National o : “Labor Day Weekend Hingdale Ledge, Inc. ,
. Guardian," 1ssue . -=eat- Wingdale . . -

of September 5, . Iodge---Featuring

1955 .Pete Seeger,"

: ’_.‘-;Sept:ember, 1955

19 9) 'Progressives of

. America, Towne .

- :Cluby. Gleveland,
;Ohm, Hovember 2&-

27, 949

Evidence of . CP R:ont Growp Affiliations .
” ‘Enterteiner I

On June-19;, 19 w_TAhl, who has furnished reliable
‘1n the past, Avised that on June: 13 1953, ‘a
¥ National

,eaented for-the "National Guardian at the
-1359 West 24th Street, Ios Angeles; =

, eording Anformation furnished by the .

-PETE SEEGER was among the indiv dualaa"who wrote
’“songs uaed .'m this pmduction. \A,)

}A NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 29 = 18 -

ll,_

. .,';Second Nationa.l Young Progaessives of
: (November : (;) _“Convention;: Young America
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During August, 1953, T-42, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, furnished information
that PETER SEEGER, care of Peoples Artists, Inc., 799 .—:b§;~
Broadway, New York City, was a subscriber to the "Natiohal
Guardian." According to the information furnished by the {
informant, SEEGER!s subsecription would expire during March,

1954, (2 o W
- s

ebruary 7, 1955, =i /"who was in a position ...lé&r
to furnish reliable information, Jfirhished information that i
the Winter 1955 issue of '"Sing Gu " the official quarterly
publication of'Peoples'Artists;,lzﬁ West 21lst Stxreet, New
York City, listed PETE SEEGER as a staff member{ )

On October 19, 1955, T-44, who was in a position
to furnish reliable information, furnished information that g
Peoples Artists, Inc., 12l West 21lst Street, New York 11, New i
York, forwarded a check for twenty dollars to the Student Ty N
Division, LYL, 229 Seventh Avenue, New York City, ab which i
time the LYL was informed by Peoples Artis that PETE SEEGER ' A
had asked that this contribution be made. Eié;:D j(1§?§> 4 l

on May T, 1956,  T-45, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, furnished information that PETER
SEEGER, Box 328, Beacon, New: York, contributed three dollars l
as a continued pledge. for a three month period to the . :
American Committee for the Protection of Foreign,Borrk 23 S e
West 26thStreet, New York 10, New York, for the defense of N E

the American Committee. &/3 MM

E. Miscellanedus

_ CP_Affiliation
= ALLEN ™ , E
: : During August, 1951, v'who{has.furnished-
reliable 1 ation in the past, ised that on August 19,

1951, ESTHERWJACKSON* stated that PETE{SEEGER had fallen out j%;ﬂ
of favor with the CP.recently for playing before a segregated o |

- 19 -
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, to "like money more than Party prvnciples."

audience in Washington, D. C,,knowing at the time hes accepted ;

the engagement that it was this type of audience. According
to the informant, ESTHER JACKSON stated that Q»FGER seemed

v

During June and July, 1954, SYLVESTER GREGORY..

AT ey

;“PASCHAL, Chicago, Illinois, a self-admitted member of the

CP~8ince 1944, advised that while in New York City in 1948
and 1949 he became a member of "Peoples Songs" which promoted
folk songs and had a CP cell within its membership. -

According to PASCHAL, PETE SEEGER, Beacon, New York, was a
member of "Peoples Songs° L .

House Committee on Un-American Activities
(HCUA) Testimony and Citation o

The. "New York Herald Tribune" issue of August 19,

1955, contained an article which revealed that PETER. SEEGER
had appeared before the HCUA on August 18,1955, which
committee held hearings at the Federal Court House, Foley
Square, New York City, on Communist activities in the theater,
radio, television and in unions of entertainers. According
to the article, SEEGER refusedto discuss the gToups he had
played before.f\,‘, L.

- " The- article further stated that SEEGER refused
to answer questions about his alleged associations with the
Civil Rights Congress* American Committee for Yugoslav.
Relief*, American Peace Mobilization*, American Peace
Crusade* CLS*, Jefferson School of Social Science*, LYL*,
Peoples. Songs* Peoples Artists* and the Cultural Division
of the CP. Y ~

The ‘article stated that SEEGER did not invoke the
protection of theFifth Amendment even &fter he was warned

he faced contempt proceedings and insisted that the committee

had no right to ask about his associations.

J

- 20 -
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. ‘The July 26, 1956, 1ssue of the "Poughkeepsie '*‘
New Yorker," a daily newspaper published in Poughkeepsie,:

'New York, contained an article which stated that on July 25, 1B,

1956, PETER SEEGER, Cold Spring Road, Beaconp’ New York,
‘singer of -American ballads and banjolst, .was’ among eight
persoris- who were cited by the House of Representatives for
contempt. The article stated that SEEGER, during August
1955, declined to answer some. questions put to him by a HCUA
in New York City as it investigated possible Communist '
infiltration ef the entertainment field.\}

Peekskill Riots*

fon. December 19, 1949, ‘who has furnished
reliable information in the past, lsed that PETE SEEGER,
129 MacDougal Street, New York, New York, was among. the
individuals who filed notice of intention to file a claim
against New. York State as a result of the riots on. August
27, 1949, and September 4, 1949, at Peekskill, New York, at
the so~called PAUL- RQBESGN concerts., According to t
1nformant, SEEGER filed claim for preperty damage. f>

Interview ,'

On May 8, 1953, ‘the subject was interviewed by
SA HEINZ H, EISELE and TRENWITH S, BASFORD. at Dutchess
~Junction, New York. The subject upon being advised of the
identity of the agents and that the purpose of the .interview
was to discuss his previaus affiliations, stated° "I think
I had Just better net 8ay. anything.

. P . * cf - "

' The records of the Dutehese COunty Board ef
Elections, reviewed by SA HEINZ H. EISELE, revealed that
PETER SEEGER listed a voting preference for the ALP
for the years 1952, 1953 and 1954 ,j , .

Ameriean Labor Partz

- 21 -
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DOCUMENTATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS,'ORGANIZATIONS}
o INSTITUTIONS AND PUBLICATIONS =

APPENDIX

Those organizations designated by the Attorney
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order
10450 are designated by a double asterisk (**), g
‘ Those organizations, institutions and
publications cited by the HCUA "Guide to Subversive
Organizations and Publications," (and appendix), revised,
dated May 14, 1951, are designated by a triple asterisk (exx),

D A e e N e e,

A AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR YUGOSLAV RELIEF, INC.**

ALP | S e folk
/ 20 ) ) , o ) . . o

xS

A confidential informant, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised on September 9,
1954, that from the time of its Inception in 1936, there
exlsted within the ALP a struggle for power among three
groups. These were the CP, the Sociallst Party and the
Soclal Democrats. By the early 1940's, theCP emerged. as the
controlling force within theALP in the major industrial areas
in New York State. Generally these were the areas around
Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, Rochester, Schenectady, Syracuse,
Troy, and the Hudson River Valley; Columbia, Dutchess, Nassau
and Westchester Counties; and New York City, with the .
exception of Brooklyn. In 1942, the CP was able %o capture
the ALP in Brooklyn, The informant knew this situsition to
continue up until at least 1949, The ALP never developed
into an organization of any real consequence in the non-
industrial areas of New York State. \} '

-Another informant, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised on May 4, 1956, that the
CP then, as in the past, through its members in key positions
in the ALP, constituted the force that controlled it.

Y

- 22 - * O
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On Ocbober 7, 1956, PETER HAWLEY, New. YOorK... W
State chairman,ALP, announced the ALP state committee apeEE
unanimously app: oved a resolution dissolving the organization
and ordering the liquidation of its assets.

V/AMERICAN PEACE CRUSADE**

/ANLERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION**
f"}’iME:RICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY**

fHENRY BEITSCHER

v/ On March 28, 1956, a source, who has furnished

reliable information in the past, advised that HENRY v
BEITSCHER was Political Action Director in charge of CP ' i
political activities in Phlladelphia, Pennsylvania, as of

March 12, 1956, :

CALIFORNIA LABOR SCHOOL
\zf‘321 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, California¥*#*

CAMP KINDERLAND
JCAMP LAKELAND

N

: A confidential informant, who has. furnished
rellable information in the past, has advised that Camp
Kinderland and Camp Lakeland are adjacent to one another and.
are located at Hopewell Junction, New York, having been .
founded about 1924, Camp Lakeland is a summer camp for )

adults, while Camp Kinderland 1is a summer camp for children, ‘ e

s Mppe wOrker," ‘the Sunday edition of the ."Daily
Worker," an east coast Communist newspaper, of April 29,

1956, described Camp Kinderland as "a childrent's camp - :
combining progressive Jewish- culture with interracial living,"

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 34
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PR

Another confidential informant, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, has advised that Camp
Lakeland was known by him to have been controlled by the CP
and to have contributed money to the CP in the past. . The -’
informant advsed on June 22, 1956, that due to the camps!?
present financlal difficulties, the camps have not been in a
position to make contributlions to the CP as they had in the
past.

ngéffive of the "Dally News," a New York City
daily newspaper, for April 16, 1956, contains information
' ct that Camps Lakeland and Kinderland are managed

\ by DAVIDXKGREENE, a "notorious Communist. Party. member..
;//41 Also known as: C T » _ ;
¢ Camp Woodland . s fonA I, ]
F ‘-ﬁwjm;f'wm";,,p'uvﬂ:;""‘m}m:y‘"-‘*w’m; o *'A‘ W . Aé = W Iré}ig %j}‘é%i ‘} L

R

o - A confidential informant, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised on September 20,
1954, that Camp Woodland was founded in the late 1930's or
early 1940's by NORMAN STUDER. He stated that NORMAN STUDER
was a CP member, and that the camp was frequented by many

CP members during the 1930's and early 1940t's, but that
during this period, there wasro other indication that the.
camp was controlled by the CP. : :

An advertisement appeared‘in~thef"New York
Times Magazine," April 29, 1956, page 72, which included
the following: . . S S

"WOODLAND,:Phoehiéia,-NY,:an Intérracial
~ Camp Where Children Live and Grow.
Happily Together"--~"NORMAN TUDER,

. .
Y. § ‘_&_____4_ .

TR
- Director, 853 Broadway, C. ) Mg,
Another confidential informant, who has furnished @ -

reliable information in the past, advised on July 8, 1954,
that DOROT ILSON, whom informant knew to have been a CP .

member for manysyears, had recently referred to Camp w53§land',fg‘y
as a "progressive camp.® Ay

AT

o TR
: w4 ¥
- D P L
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' CHICAGO COUNCIL OF AMERICAN—SOVIET FRIENDSHIP
T

| S On May 1, 1956 a source, who has furnished
reliable’ information in the past, furnished information that

the Chicago Council of American-Soviet Friendship is an

affiliate of the National Council of American-Soviet

Frlendship**

x/f’CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS**

~"COMMITTEE FOR A DEMOCRATIC FAR
Jf” EASTERN POLICY** M ,

.~ COMMITTEE TO DEFEND -STEVE NELSON

e

) : On. November 18, 1955, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that the Committee
to Defend Steve Nelson is an outgrowth 6f the Civil Rights
Congress activities in behalf of ST NELSON

, COMMITTEE TO RESTORE PAUL ROBESON'S
%,f' PASSPORT L

‘The - Committee to Restore Paul Robeson's Passport %ﬁf7

was originally formed-as the Provisional Committee to s
Restore Paul Robeson's Passport, with an address of Suite 6, T

139 West 125th Street, New York 275 New York, according to
a mimeographed letter dated in May, 1954, issued by the
Provisional Committee,

v According to'a confidential informant, who has
furnished reliable informatlon in the-past, this committee
was formed for the rpose-of” launching a campaign for the
restoration of PAUE%%Q%ESON'S passport, which had been .
denied him for the pas¥® four years, by the State Department,
and its activities were launched at a rally on May 26 1954
at the Renaissance Casino in New -York City.
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Another confidential 1nformant, who has
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on
September 10, 1954, that many Communists were.1n attendance
at the aforementioned rally. : - .

' . Another informant, who has furnished reliable
informatinn in the past, advised on December 3, 1954, that
this committee was then located at the office of the Council
on African Affairs, Incorporated**, Suite 6, 139 West 125th
Street, New York City, and was then dominated and controlled
by the Council -on African 'Affairs, Inc.

It is to be noted that the Council on African
Affairs, Inc° has dissolved and 1s no longer in existence,

The 1atter 1nformant adv1sed on December 9, 1955,
and on April 26, 1955, that-the Committee to Restore Paul
Robeson's Passport, although it' continued to maintain desk.
space at Sulte 6, 139 West 125th Street and was . listed as . a
tenant at Suite'6 139 West 125th Street, had not been
active for the past year and at present it was in a dormant
status, :

\jjf CREATIVE ARTS WORKSHEP

On February 26 1953, a source, who' has furnished
reliable information in the past, . advised that the Creative
Arts Workshsp, 19 High Street, Boston, Massachusetts, was
directed by LE5§'§VINOVITZ, known to the informant to be a
member of the @P Pistrict Number One, Boston, Massachusetts.
The informant advised that the Creative Arts Workshop was
infiltrated by CP District Numbexr One, Boston, Massachusetts°

/ n DAILY WORKER"

S Thé "Daily Worker" is an east coast -Communist .
newspaper; ' . e S S ~

N
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\/” EUGENE. DENNIS -

.CP, was convicted
Smith Act of . 1940.

DEHHIS was released from the Federal Penitentiary,
Atlanta, Georgia, on March 1, 1955, and is presently out on
bond awaiting trial under the membership provisions ef the
~Smith Act of 1940,

VWMFAMILIES OF. THE SMITH ACT. VICTIMS**

FRIENDS AND PAMILIES OF THE SMITH | [FOIAB)(7) - (D) |
vf/' ACT DEFENDANTS Lo C agﬁ,xwﬂ““'_
_on_October 14 1954»[7 ‘
I [who has
furnished reliable information. in. the past ahd who at that
time was closely assoclated with several of the wives of the
Philadelphia Smith Act defendants, advised that the Families
and Friends of the Smith Act Defendants was organized in 1953,
for the purpose of raising funds for the defendants and
publicizing the Philadelphia Smith Act trial.

Oon February 14, 1956 a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that the Friends
and Families of the Smith Act Defendants held Christmas-

Chanukah parties in 19533;1954 and 1955, and does not function

except during the Chrisﬁmaq\?eaaon.. :

-On January/ 9, 1956 a source, who has furnished

reliable information in the past, advised that at the 1955
_,Christmas-Chanukah party held December 18, 1955, BARBARA . ...
‘*m?égpﬁf S.-and PAULINEYMOSS collected funds to pay the expenses'
of the party. i

- 27 o
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' On July 18, 1955, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in theﬁﬁast, advised that BARBARA
ROBERTS was.at. that time ClubJOrganlzer of a CP club in the
L4th Congressional Dlstrlct Reglon, CP of Eastern Pennsylvania
and Delaware. \ .

* On. July 19, 1955, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that PAULINE MOSS
had recéntly been made- organizer of a club in the 47th 29th
Ward Section, 4th Congressional Dlstrict Region, CP of
Eastern Pennsylvanla and Delaware.

f’JOHN GATES

On October 14 19%9, JOHN GATES was conv1cted in
United States District Court, Southern District of New York,
for v1olatlon of the Smlth Act of 1940

on- July 2, 1951, GATES was incarcerated to begin
serving a five year sentence for the above conviction. At
the time of his incarceration, GATES was a member of the ' .
National Comm1331on, CP USA and editor of the "Daily B
WOrker.

A On March l, 1955, GATES ‘was released from the ‘ ‘
Federal Penltentlary, Atlanta, Georgia, upon completlon of _ _ '
sentence for the -above conviction., -

; HOLLYWOOD ARTS, SCIENCES AND - - o —
- PROFESSIONS COUNGIL . ~ - |

On January 4 1956 a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that until January
3, 1956, the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council
was the Southern California Chapter of the National Council
of Arts, Sciences and Professions¥*#¥# in New York City and
consistently followed the program-and policies of the parent
organization,
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On January 3, 1956, the Hollywood Arts, Science
and Professions. Councill office dissolved by action of its

executive: committee and -vote of .its membership, ' :

o~ ESTHER JACKSON = = .

On May- 27, 1954, a.source, who has furnished | -1
reliable information in the past, advised that although. °
it was not a secret that ESTHER~JACKSON.was‘a‘CP.mgmber, ,

the CP.did not. want to.pub}icize.itQ .
& < 5 . . » . . . f
mffﬁ JEFFERSON SCHQOLTQF~SOCIAL SCIENCE**"»-
D G - P . ;
|

¢£ﬁARNOLD S, JOHNSON _ , ‘ - -
On_January 24, 1953, ARNOLD SAMUEL *JOHNSON was - L

convicted in Unlted States District Court, Southern District R

of New York, for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act of '

1940, He was remanded to the custody of the United States

Marshal and incarcerated in the United States Penitentiary,

Petersburg, Virginia, on January 31, 1955, - - -

Q//SOINT ANTI-FASCIST . REFUGEE . COMMTTTEE** :
| ; kad;jiﬂo AJEROB’E ; 4 . . | . ’ |

. [
V.J.. JEROME was convicted in ‘United States District
Court, Southern District of New York, on January 21, 1953,
For violation of the Smith Act of 1940 and- was incarcerated
in the United,StateS.FederalaPenitentiary, Lewisburg, '
Pennsylvania. . ;. Tl - - , LT

\/”iYL** ¥ ;, . ’, SR : : L : v . ' 1
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P
: METROPOLITAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC, INC. .. e / Yanp

j— I

: The Metropolitan School of Music catalog for —————

1953-1954 states the school was founded in 1935 and 1s a
non-profit cooperative school, progressive both 1n teaching
methods and social outlook,

Corporatlon records, County Clerk's Office, New
York City, reflect that the Metropolitan School of Music,
Inc, filed for incorporation on August 31, 1944,

On November 16, 1954, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that she believes
the school was organized for the purpose of developing the
cultural aspects of the. Communist movement, particularly in
the field of music. The moving spirit of this school seemed
to be the CP, The school was principally engaged in teaching
music, but provided jobs for CP musicians and hired CP
musicians as instructors. Building funds were raised from
CP people. Practically all the instructors were either CP
members or closely associated with. the Party. The school
receilved favorable reviews in the "Daily Worker.," This
source advised that she has no information concernlng the
school‘s activities or personnel since 1948,

‘ On November 2, 1954, the above source advised
that she had the impression that the Metropolitan' School of

- Music, Inc. was ;always in the hands of the CP., The school's ﬁﬁfﬁ
director, LILL%%i?PPER, was known to this source as a CP__ . %
member. - :

On November 12, 1954, a source, who has furnlshed
reliable information in the past, advised that approximately
seven or eight years ago, at a Queens County CP meeting, an
announcement was made suggesting to comrades that if anyone i

was interested in taking up music or singing he should
patronize this school‘l?%f

- 30 -
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' .~ The "Daily Worker" issues of February 9, 1956
‘page 7, column 1, and February 16, 1956, page 16, reflect
that the Metropolitan School of Music, Inc., 18 West Th4th
Street, New York City, continues to operate and hold
concerts." T Lo R

Py * MIDWEST COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION OF
FOREIGN BORN L L s o

-on- May 8 1956 -a source, who has furnished
reliable 1nformatinn in the past, advised that since May 1,
1955, the Midwest Committee for Protectlon of Forelgn Born -
has been, and still is, the midwest organization of the -
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born**

\KK/NATIONALITY COMMITTEE OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

A,source, ‘who has . furnished reliable information
advised on April 12, 1955, that the Nationality

.source advised that in his opinion RUDIAK and MANKIN have }gﬁﬂ
been assigned by the CP to work in the nationality groups e
and that they are responsible for the functions of the

‘so-called committee; . The source stated that this committee

.has no membership and its pwrpose is to ‘work among the

various nationality groups in the- Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,

area in an effort to place in effect the policies of

District NUmber 5, CP

~NATIONAL: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE ﬁ
j/“ -IN THE ROSENBERG CASE

‘ . The National Committee to Secure- Justice in the
Rosenberg Case (NCSJRC) maintains national headquarters in
Room D, 940 Broadway, New York City, and the mailbox
servicing this office is labelled "Sobell Committee."

- 31 -
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JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG -and MORTON SOBEIJ,1a2~$%B£ﬂHg”£~

were convicted in the United States DistrictCourt, Southern

District of New York, on March 29; 1951, of conspiracy- to

commit espionage on: behalf of- theSoviet Union. The

ROSENBERGS were sentenced to death on April 5, 1951, and

MORTON SOBELL to 30 years imprisonment on the same date.
JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were legally executed at Sing Sing

Prison, Ossining, New Ybrk, on June 19, 1953, and MORTON

SOBELL i1s currently serving hils sentence at the United States
Penitentiary, Alcatraz, . California.; ' _ L .

I HOWARD RUSHMORE 8 newspaper reporter w1th the
"New York Journal American," advised in January; 1952, that
the NCSJRC- was formed on January 2, 1952, for the ‘purpose of
obtaining a new trial for the ROSENBERGS

A confidential informant, who hag furnished
reliable information in. the past, advised on May :9, 1956,
that the NCSJRC was attempting ‘to keep alive: the: ROSENBERG
case and to fight for the release of MORTON SOBELL.. He
stated that the CP took an extremely active part in assisting
the committee.t . R . . ,
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF. ARTS SCIENCES AND
PROFESSIONS INC ®ER

"l Cited as a. Communist front vf:\‘jf“

- "(Congressional Committee on Un-American
‘ " . .Activities, Reyiew of the Sciehtific
| R . . and:Cultural Conference for World Peace
arranged by the National Council of the |
- Arts, Sclences, and Professions and held i
in New York City on March 25, 26, and |
27, 1949, ‘House Reéport No. 1954, April b
26 1950 (originally released April 19,, :

2

- 32 -
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/" "NATIONAL GUARDIAN"; o o
v/ WEEKLY GUARDIAN ASSOCIATES, INC. .

o - The 1949 report of the California Committee on
Un-American Activities cited the "National Guardian®" as a
publication, launched in New York in 1948 aiming at national
circulation; which it found to be from its inception
notoriously Stalinist in its staff, writers, management and
content, (1949 report of the California Senate Fact Finding
Committee on Un-American, Activities, page 394) ~ ' 7

The masthead of the "National Guardian," issue of
May 14, 1956,~reflect5“that‘it is published weekly by Weekly
Guardian Assoclates, Inc,, 197 East Fourth Street, New York:
City. . . . . . " . - ‘ . E - AN PR i s -

yﬁfﬁNATIONAL LAWYERS' GUILD**#*
~.""Cited as a Communist front which 'is ‘the foremost
.. legal bulwark of the Communist Party, its '
“front organizations, and controlled unionsft. .
and which ¥since its inception has never failed
"to rally to the legal defense of the Communist
..Party and individual members thereof,

in¢luding known esplonage agents.!

"(Congressioril Committee on Un-American

. Activities, Report on the National Lawyers

~:Gulld, House.Report No., 3123,September 21,
-1950. (originally releéased September 17,
1950)})"f L .... L . i p 5

/{.»-" . o ] . '
'V/MNATIONAL NEGRO LABOR‘QOUNQILf*_’

Pl oo
e
P

V//“NEIGHBORHOOD FOLK,CHORUS"

AN

A source,~who»haS'f'rnished reliable information
in the past, has described th yelghborhood Folk Chorus as
a CP_front group ihnSt. Louis; ysouri, T T

Seerrama AT TG e I

- 33 -
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t//"NEW MASSES"*** .

MUntil its ‘recent’ merger with Mainstream, the

. New Masses has been the weekly journalistic .
volce of the Communist Party. Its first
appearance was. as a monthly. As the Masses,.

- it was suppressed by the United States
Government for 1ts subversive policies.!' -

- Mainstream was launched by the Communist =
Party in January 1947, dealing with the
fie&d of literature and creative arts, t

"(California Committee on Un-American
“Activities, Reports, 19047, p._160 and-
1948, p, 3b0.)"

A_source, who has -furnished reliable information
in the past, advised-in the fall of 1949 that the Peekskill '’
disorders (Peekskill riots) of August 27, -1949, and ;
September 4, 1949, in the vieinity of Peekskill, New York,
were the outgrowth of concerts given by PAUL ROBESON . The
source stated. that the concerts were held under the auspices
of the Harlem Division of the Civil Rights Congress.é]

A source, who has furnished reliable information
in the past, advised in June, 1950, that PAUL. ROBESON was
known to him prior.to 1945 as a concealed Communist.

\/,?%OPLE’S ARTISTS INC *** , S ¥
o “1,.Gited;as.a‘Communist front. /

"(California Committee on Un-American
" Actlvities, Report, 1948, p.392.)"

- 34 -
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e ‘ '
yan |
MPEOPLE'S SONGS ﬂm : X |

"l Cited as a Communist front whlch was -

, -incorporated January 31, 1946, in New
York City. 'All of the productions of
People'!s Songs, Inc., follow the Communist
»Party line as assiduously as do the people
behind the organization., u

"(California Committee on Un-American
_ ActiVities, Report, 19048, p. 392 )"

~IRVING POTASH

AU L o N
IRVING'POTASH was convicted in United States F? an-d

District Court, Southern District of New York, October 14 f’ﬁwww s

1949, for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act of 1940, He —

was released from federal penitentiary on December 9,,195#

upon completion of hlS five year term. i/ ,

"POTASH was arraigned in United States District
Court, ‘Southern District of New York, - on Deeember 10, 1954,
on charges of Violation of the. membership section of the
Smith Act of 1940, 'R

On March 4, 1955, POTASH was (voluntarily) -
deported to Poland and on June 21, 1955, the outstanding
indictment against him was nolle prossed, Y

' PROVI%IONAL WORKERS AND_ PEOPTES COMMITTEE FOR
MAY DAY 1955

A source, who has furnished reliable information }

in the past, advised on May 17, -1955, that the Provisional _ a
Workers and Peoples Committee .for- -May Day . 1955 was a ' !

continuation of the United May Day Committee and United : i

Labor and Peoples Committee for May Day as it was called in

other years and had for its purpose the CP function of !

organizing the May Day rally held at Union Square, New York j

City, on April 29, 1955, T

|

-
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- . The source continued that the May Day Committee.
in the past few years, under various names, has made the
"technical' move of dissolving itself after each May Day
and forming a new committee with a new name and new. officers
for each succeeding May Day. . The purpose of this manuever,
according to the source, is to. establish the various .May Day
committees as ad hoc committees, each of which:is. separate
and distinct from the .other and:thereby. attempt to avold
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Baard,

o The National Committee, CP, USA, in issuing its
final text of the "Resolution Growing Out of the Presidential
Elections" in "Political Affairs,".issue of July, 1953,
states in substance that in 1948 the CP helped stimulate . the
formation of the Progressive Party and: correctly supported
the Progressive Party through the 1952 elections, - It then.
states: o Co

"However,Athehmistake_our Party made was to confuse
this task with the historic task of: forming.a néw
~ mass party of the people. . As a consequence, .there
existed the wrong estimate that the formation of
the Progressive Partgyrepresented something more

than the simple emergence of an important.fighting
. force for peace; t@f%,it represented .the .emergence
- of a great peoplet!s/Party," .

_ _... . As a result of this reasoning, the resolution
concludes that the "Progressive Party, the CP and other
progressive forces" must unite in a broad, mass-front
coalition,

. . Concerning "Political Affairs," mentioned above,

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, a convicted,CPﬂfunctionary;.testifying
in the case "UNITED. STATES VS. ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, ET AL, "
on October 20, 1952, stated that "Political Affairs" has been

thévtheOretical_opgan of the CP since the .publication's
beginning in 1945, -
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./ scuooL oF gENISH STUDIES ST _GGNHW

NEW YORK' CITY *x

) . P . ,{% ‘t'
SOU'I‘H PHILADELPHIA COMMIT‘I‘EE TO AID o ;%;z/mwfft ppe) T

\/ﬁ SMITH KCT VICTINS " IS

On December 21 1955, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in. the past, advised that. the South
Philadelphia Committee to Aid.Smith Act Victims held a .
meeting on December 18, 1953, at the Essex Hotel, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. According to this source, the main speakers
were STEVE NELSON and DAVID DAVIS. The purpose of this
meeting was to combat Smith Act trials in Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh and: elsewhere. ' : ,

J

........

STEVE NELSON - and DAVID DAVIS have both been PR
cchicted for. conSpiracy to:violate the Smith Act of 1940

' : On Nay 17, 1955, a source, who has furnished J
reliable information in the past, advised that this

organization has not been active Since the December 18, 1953,
affair, - - . - S , ,

" SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ARTS SCIENCES AND
Mfgﬂ PROFESSIONS- COUNCIL Lo

See documentation -on Hollywood Arts, SCiences and
ProfeSSions Council .

\/ WHITE LAICEI LODGE - INC.

In the April 12, 1948, edition of the,"Times
Herald," a Middletown, New York, newspaper,. appeared an
article which read in part:

",.othe Ben Gold Fur wOrkers Eead h,andﬁéalware,' ,
- FendYerwill operate a. huge fur¥rier summer campa. oo

known .as .the Ben Gold Health Resort...on a 250. '
-+ acre-tract of land covering all of Amber Lake °
“‘and most of White Lake.;."

_ - 37 -
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According to the records of ARTHUR N, MEYERS,
County Clerk, Sullivan County, New York, the Fur Workers
Resort, White Lake, New York} was recorded as doing business
on May 21, 1949, Mr, MEYE 3 records reflect that on June 4

2

Welfare Fund and the ite” Laxe Lod .
S g€, IneTy " wasTTiled, Y EW f'?xf

1953, a deed betweeezﬁge BerjGold Fur Workers Health and

On March 27, 1955, an article appeared in thé
"New York Times" entitled "Leftist Fur Union Undergoes Purge."
In part, this article. read v

"The Left-Wing International Fur and Leather
Workers Union began going through an anti-
Communist meat grinder last week.

"The fur unlon, expelled from the Congress of

Industrial Organizations five years ago on

charges of Communist domination, becamepart of T
the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen,

AFIL:; a month ago.
MAﬁ%BLOCKJ'International Vice-President of the

meat union, disclosed that his union already had
started a quiet program to 'de-~communize! the ‘ /
furriers., The first casualty was the fur group‘s

huge summer camp at White Lake, New York.

"Mr. BLOCK sald he was convinced that the camp
served as a Communist indoctrination center, in.
which swimming and tennis were incldental to iy
Marxist 'education! courses. With the approval /ﬁ”[;wy
of PATRICK E.AGORMAN Secretary Treasurer of the —

meat cuttersj Mr. BLOCK ordered the camp closed - N
for this year§ P PO : -
"He-sald it had become part of theproperty of the

-Amalgamated under the merger agreement. He added

that it would be put up for sale., If no adequate

offer is received, the camp will be re-opened in

1956 .or 1957 without any 'educational? trlmmings,

Mr. BLOCK declared..."
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i

Formerly known a@s}Camp Unity
~

~.On May 27, 1953,  a confidential informant, who -
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised that
Camp Unity has been contrdled by the CP since its inception
in 1929 or 1930. ‘ : '

The "Daily Worker," an east coast Communist daily
newspaper, issue of August 6, 1953, page 8, column 1,
described Camp Unity, Wingdale, New York, as an "adult
interracial resort." ' .

On March .l7,. 1955, another confidential informant,
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised
he had learned that the name of. Camp Unlity was being changed
to Wingdale Lodge with offices at 202 West 40th Street,

Room 605, New York City.... = : -

On April 27, 1956, another confidential informant,
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised
that regardless of the name it uses; the camp is always
referred to as Camp Unity by the CP and that captioned

- organization was, and still is, a joint operation of the .
national office of the CPPand the New York State CP., -

j,CARL WINTER - :
.“@ - )

v CARL WINTER was one of the eleven CP leaders
convicted 1in United States District Court, Southern District
of New York, on October 14, 1949, for violation of the

Smith Act of 1940,

/*‘}ovNG PROGRESSIVESpF AMERICA

HERBERTAROMERSTEIN, a self-admitted former

g Progressives of America (YPA) member,
in testimony before a sub-committee of the Committee of the
Judiclary, United States Senate, on April 12, 1951, and-
June 12, 1951, stated that YPA was set up on the basis of

| WINGDALE-LODGE,-.INC=" ' ~CONMDENTIAR
/xﬂ"
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the needs of the CP, YPA members were active within the! .- !
organization as Cémmunists and the organization was developed
along CP lines. ROMERSTEIN also related that YPA leadership
was composed of CP members, He further testifled that the
founding convention of the YPA was held in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in 1948, ’

A confidential informant, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised on June 24, 1955,
that the YPA sponsored a concert by PAUL ROBESON on January:
6, 1955, held in Townsend Harrils Auditorium, City College of
New York. - ' B o

Concerning PAUL ROBESON, another confidential
informant, who has furnished reliable information in the
past, advised in June, 1950, that ROBESON was known to him

prior to 1945 as a concealed Communist.

-The first above-mentioned informant advised on
January 31, 1956, that the YPA applied for a charter at City
Cdlege of New York, but that same was declined and that the
YPA could not function on the campus of the City College of
New York., o : s

A confidential informant, who was in & position
to furnish réliable information, on March 14, 1956, "advised
that the YPA, as of this date, maintained a group, at the -
City Calege of New York, ‘

1
V=7
O
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 INFORMANTS S
'Id’entyi"cy Dateubf_ Activity File Number
v of or Description .. .. Where .
_Source of Information ~ Located
T=1 ‘ . » N
) Instant report )
A
Tmp 100-83801-297p . 160
m..2 100-83801-297 p.160
_ (u y
T4 " _Previous employment 100-83801-61
_—CP.membership: »100-83801-.-.93
~_ "All Fools Houtenanny" | FOIA(b)(7)- (D)
o /4753, NYC ‘
FOIA(R) (7) = (D] _Hootenanny, NYC 100-83801-112
’ ~9/26/53 |
-5 ‘ __Previous employment 100-83801-183 _
.~ Metropdlitan School o 100-83801~-1A12" ‘
- #Music affair, 5/13/56(94 S

. ’ §
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

Tdentity Date of Activity

R,

, File Number
of = or Description .- where
Source of Information Located -
T-6 - r/ Information re 100-83801-297 p.55
- | .~petition issued by oo L

~"1 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

m-7

il FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

@ T—8 :/‘_,-FOIA(b) (7) - (D)

7210

m CP, NY State m

-Information re
subscription to

. b "Daily Worker" and
' "The Worker"

.

Pes —_ El_sed to document ROBERT AMEﬂ@\ |
- FOIA(b)(?)= (D) | | o “ .

100-83801-261, 265

100-83801-~-279
100-83801-195

100-83801-420

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!'D)
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NY 100-83801
INFORMANTS (CONT'D) | | |
Identity ’ Date of Activity File: Number T
of - o Or Deseription . .. = . where h
Source of Information Located _
To11 o S ‘ 100-83801-241
v o FoRE) - 0]
fulp 100-83801-235, 236
t(/}/ .
TSI3 " T «10048380'1-163
Wl |
&&)/ FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
moan 100-83801-322
A FOIA(b)7)-(D ‘
P15 o ,1 €LS Folk Music \@2 100-83801-338 ‘ *
—  FOIA(b)(7) - (D) -'f»-LF_'prmn, October 1954 - :
N [Fall term, CLS M 100-~83801-336 - |
| 2954-1955 - |
| m-16 . " 100-83801-329 i
- FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ,J |
= ~ ‘ . o
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT D) A
—prrt T | |
- 43 - | 'i
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

Identity Date of Activity File Number
~ .of or Description -where
- Source of Information Located

100-83801-331 \

100-83801-366

100-83801-409
- [E%fioo~38104139

: _ (582)
s Eoo_79801-290 po@

100-83801-428 \-

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

100-83801-115"

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'!D3}
Y '
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS (CONT'D)

Identity Date of Activity File Number.

of or Description where.
Source of Information .. Located
‘::‘5326 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
" | FOIA(b)(7) - (D) E—
T.27 ) A 100-95240~1B61
{ FOIA(b)(7) - (D) : 3@
m_of — | FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
{1 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
T-29 ' 100-93572-1B123
L1 FOIA(b)(7) - (D) . o ‘
W T=30. DE 100-2760-1A3-5
<3%;2ﬂ‘ FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
=31
-1 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
7232 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
=71 FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |
=33
21 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

" ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!D)
-45 - ‘ '
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' NY 100-83801

~ INFORMANTS (CONT D)

Identity ' Date of Activity

File Number
of - . -or Description ~where -
Source of: Infprmatlon Located
— e
" 34

-t FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

L35
FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
T-36

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

| FOIA(b)(7) i (D)‘

Q@)w ch?fm‘n o

"l FOTA(D)(7) - (D)
Tl

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

%

199783801;120 \

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

100-93764~390 p.52

ADMINISTRATIVEEAGE (CONT‘D)

’-46-
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS (CONTID).

Tdentity Date of Activity File Number
~of or Description _ Wwhere
Source o ... of Information . Located .. . .
[ s 100-83801-194 \
| FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
{W‘ =
R 100-83801-160
FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
7-13 100-83801-280
FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
oLl - 100-83801-369
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) T
| peys 100-83801-418 |
«{ FOIA(b)(7) - (D) T Y

T-46

1 FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

Tl

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

1T

100-16785-601 «:§%>,;\ \

100-83801-297. p.14]

_

. - 47 -
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS (coNT!D) 1x$%ﬁgﬁgyﬂaﬂ\

Careful con31deratlon has been glven to each
source concealed and T sylbols were utilized in the report
only in those instances where the 1dentities of the sources
must be concealed, : :

' The following informants were utilized as sources
in the documentations appearing in the Appendix of this
report. These sources are set forth in the order of their
utilization in connection with the various documentations.

ALP

HENRY BEITSCHER
Camp Lakeland

° Camp Woodland ) ‘ﬁ> .

Chicago Council of
American-Soviet
Friendship-

Committee to Defend
Steve Nelson

‘;Committee to
Restore Paul Robeson's
Passport

- ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) . .
- 48 - | - [FoIA®)7)- (D) ] -
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NY 100-83801

INFORMANTS (-CONT!D)

Creative Arts
WOrkshop

Frlends and Families
of the Smith. Act

.Defendants

Hollywood Arts,
Sclences and
Professions
Counecil

ESTHER JACKSON

Metropolitan
School of Music

Midwest Committee
for Protection of -
Foreign Born

Nationality
Commlttee of"
Weetern EennsylVania

National Committee
to Secure Justice
in the- Rosenberg
Case

Nelghborhood Folk
Chorus -

Peekskill Riots

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D)

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

e

LOUIS F.-BUDENZ ."
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NY. 100-83801.

INFORMANTS (CONT'D)- - ——

) Provisienal.WOrkers
- and Peoples Commiited
for May Day 1955”‘ |

South. Philadelphia
Committee to Aid
Smith Act Vietims

Wingdale Lodge, Inc.

Young Progressives
of America . . .

[FOIAR)?) -(D) - T LOUIS F. BUDENZ

ADMINISTRATIVE

‘The’ pretext telebhone call on November 5, 1956,
referred to in this. report, was a telephone call made by SA
BEN CUNNINGHAM under the pretext of sales.

Thegretext telephone calls referred to in this
report on October 6, 1954, were made by SA WILLIAM J .ROEMER
under an unknown pretext '

.a source

page 12.in This report, resides atb
| It is noted that this source has

advised That she has no objections to the'revelation of her

name, however, desires that her address. be kept confidential,

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!'D)

'_.,.5(') -
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NY 100-83801

ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D)

This case has been re- evaluated in light of the
Securlty Index criteria,

There is no information available revealing CP
membership on the part-of the subject since early 1950,
Although the subject continues to appear as an entertainer
before CP front groups, there 1s no evidence revealing that
the subJect has held any office- or acted in a leadership
capaclity in these groups within the past three years.
Therefore, no recommendation is being made ‘for the subject's
inclusion on the Security Index at this. time.

REFERENCE ~Report of SA JOHN J. CONNOLLY, 2/28/51, New York,
Bureau letter, 8/28/5 .-

£

' ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT!D)
- 51 - L

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 62




. . -

dssisteny Attorney Genorel
- ¥iiliem F. Tompkine

_é%;k Birecter, FBY

BLLIOTT SULLIVAH
SECURITY MATTER = €

HARTIN FARUS, with alise
Zeorge Tyne - :
SEGURITY MATTER - ¢

czo

FPETER SERGER
-BECURTEY MATTER - €

1= Hr. Nichols
"« Mr. Bagley

dJoruery 7, 1957

-, -
s 4 i”@
@3&«": a7

Our Hew York Divioten has cdvised that o
- raquest was nede by Assletend United Stotes Attornéy
Clemont J. Hellancn, Southers District of New York,
For buckground tnpfornstion comperning the ebove ' 7
aubjeots, Mr. Hallontn $8 to prosent casce on these T
subjeata to the groad jury cherging them with contempd

of Congress iIn connection with thedr failureé

to

arnawer questiono before the Houge Commitiece on

UasAnericen Aotivitdes.

3 Our Hew Fork Division hes deen instructed
o furniah Mr. Hollenen with o copy of the repoert of
Spoctel Agent Hewry C. Bude datesd April 30, 1986, vt

Feéw York irn the case of Elltett Lulltven, & copy ¢f

the report of Special Agent Frenoie J. Hunrshan daied :
Aprtl &3, 1988, et Les Angeles in the ccse of Herein _ i

Yorus, with alios deopge Tyne, 6énd 6 copy of

of Specisl dgent Arthur J. Greecne, Jr., deted -
december 21, 1956, et Hew York in the cesé of Peter

Beeger.

>

the repove

Hr. Hellensm te betng advieed that the repa?ﬁ&

ere for his faformatien, that they cvontain admigsidle
end tnadnissible evidenoe, and thet foets contained

therein should not be introduced before the gread j&ry;' g

Tolson
Nichols

furntshed to the Records ddnintstration FF
Boardman ___ . ' : h .
Belmont . . 2 QQ*Q’QI@?@ .

- Mason _.____ o Sk El«l&@%‘?‘”ﬂ ull iven )
Mohe %g@ %ﬁggﬁg’" artin Yarus)

Parsons (Peter Seager) Q%“Zﬁg hanel C%{;_"C}_

A

Rosen
Tamm
Nease

SO REGOR o=
8o 9 1955 "

- fL O
Winterrowd __ T . .

e — %’r BIN 11 1957 .
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59242) 18/30/56
SAC, NEW YORK (65-15360)

L ' ALFRED ERAMZNONDAS SARANT,was ETAL
a | 'ESPIONAGE - R |
s | , (00~ ALBANY)

;;ﬁ ‘*Reference is made to the information concerning
PETEm;ﬁﬁEﬁEB%,Was, contained in the report of SA WALTER P,
GAVIN, dated and. captioned as above, five copies of which

,are‘enclosed.

SEEGER is the subject of closed NY flle 100~ -
83801, Bufile 100-200845 He was deleted from the SI on

10/19/55.

PETER SEEGER was contacted on 5/8/53, by -
SAS. HEINZ H. EISELE and TRENTWITH S.,BﬁSF@RD at Dutchess Junction,
NY, in connection with the Security Informant Program of the

NYO. ©On.this occaslon, SEEGER stated, MT think I had Just

better: not say anything," and the attempt to 1nterview him

‘was terminated.

|
[ A
% ‘ o On 8/18/55, PETER SEEGER testified before the
u HCUA at a public hearing concerning the penetration of radio,.
\A television, and the legitimate theater by the CP. Although-
|  _ SEEGER did nét invoke the Fifth Amendment, he refused to
i ' answer any questions regarding his activities.

ORIGINAL FILED IN &

') | © .4 1In viewd the above, UACB or the office of =
' origin the NYO will not 1nterview SEEGER concerning the N i
SARANTS. , , 7>
. ‘ ] , L - _&’_,‘ﬁw o

[P by
P R ——

| | /
d 3 = Bureau (65-5 9242) g‘m}n 5) (RM) | R
v 1k 100—200224 ' | fou-20 0f

q - - ‘ |} R ot
}~\ %. - ﬁY 100+ ?%oi . (RM) | - NOT RECORDED
| | 1-NY65-15360 | - 194 SEP 17 1956

'NW 12WPG exl C | —_— e ﬂ
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SAC, New York (100-83801) ' August 28, 1956

Director, FBI (100-200845)

A’ o PEZE’REE‘GE’E : ~ : A 4;/
S SECURITY MATIER = C : /Zﬁ,,f
/ﬁ}‘ @ffﬁﬁff
) o . Y . (x’,r -
> . ~ For the information of the New York
' Office om July 25, 1956, the House of Representatives
! ] cited the captioned individual for qdntempt’jbr his
f P refusal to answer guestions before the House Committee é;/\
, on Un-American Activities. In this connection, House
| Reésolution 636 _cited the subject for his Jailure Lo

ko Ao
anarr¥ T il w

answer gquesiions before a duly constituted subcommittee
~ ... of the Committee on Un=American Activities and referred
L7 g1] the facts therewith to the United States Attorney
VT for the appropricte district, in this case the District
R of Columbia, to the end the above=captioned individual
o may be proceeded against in the manner and form
/ provided by law. ' L -

It & noted that the subject's refusal to
answer guestions was not based on his privilege
ﬁ'under-the,ﬁiftk Amendment. In view of his current
4 if% activity in behalf of cited orgenizetions, you are
-D,V d éyinsﬁructed to immediately reopen this case and
AN _} submit a report incorporating the subject’s ' p

‘;4 M% activities to date along with your recommendation ’

for his inclusion in the Séc@@iQy,Ihdexe_ . |
M‘ M ra ’ ¢ v o . .‘ ) . .I'*.‘ ¢ ’ f
Yol i/ : . C
YELLOW: : ST
Subject not in SI. For years has been active |
in cited communist front groups and has appeared before }j
communist sponsored meetings as an entertainer. Z/ v
| i /4
JAJ:plc B i
Tolson . . (4) ﬂ i }-(A
Nichols ___. 3 e 4 i
i ORECORDED -1, 0 g Mé)é% 57
yxa;(,n _:; i ’ COMM ~ FBI Emmmem ey e
Parso.ns g ww.‘ -z 28 10356 )
Rosen _ . %q Pois 24 AUG +
o MAILED 24 _ 29 1956
ease [, gt e ——

e @ %Z 5% | S
Eﬁl’@,jzs-lljgg 1%@917 |
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84t CONGRESS- 'HOUSE-OF'REPRESENTATIVES',.{’ *." REPORT
. 8d Session., §-- . - Lot 0 - Nos-2920

-y - . . K . . . R ) TR

' PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER- .

-

.. JuLy 25, 1956.~~Ordered to be printed

) Mr Wavter, from the Committee: on Un-American Activities,
oo _ submitted the following L

REPORT
| CITING PETER SEEGER

. .The Committee on Un-American Activities, as created and author-
ized by the House of Representatives through the enactment of Public
Law 601, section 121, subsection: (q) (2): of the ‘79th:Congress,. and
under House Resolution 5 of the 84th Congress, caused ‘to be issued
a subpena to Peter Seeger. - The'said subpena directed: Peter Seeger
to be and appear before said Committee on Un-American Activities,
or a duly authorized subcommittee thereof, of the House of Represent-
ativesof the United States, of which the Honorable Francis E. Walter

~is Chairman, in their chamber, room 1703; United States.courthouse,

Foley Square, New York City, N. Y., on August 18, 1955; at the hour
of 10 a. m,, then and there to testify touching matters of inquiry com-
mitted to said committee ; and not to depart without leave of said com-
mittee. The subpena served upon Peter Seeger is set forth in words
and figures as follows: Do < o
Unrrep StaTes oF AMERICA, - - S
" Coxcress oF THE UNITED STATES.. ’ . :
To.Prre SEEGER, Route 9-D, Beacon, New: York, Greeting
. .- Pursuant-to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded
to.be and appear before the Committee on Un-American Ac-
tivities of the House of Representatives.of the United States,
or a duly appointed subcommittee thereof, on 18 August, 1955,
at 10 o’clock a. m., at their Committee Room, 1703 U. S. Court .
"House, Foley Square, New York City, N. Y., then and thereto.
' testify touching matters of inquiry committed to said com-
‘mittee, and not to depart without leave of said committee. . . .
Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the .-
* pains and penalties in such casés made and provided. . .
To United States Marshal, NYC, N. Y., t0 serve and return. .

2~ ‘Given under my hand this 1st day of July, in the year.of .
. ourLord, 1955, . . v o hen TRV
et Frandis B Wauter, Qhairman., fiant

i

71008 -

PP = 202 F3pE RS

o

4
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2 - PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER .

< The 'said subpena was duly served 4s appeirs by, the retuin adé

thereon by John F. Pickett, Deputy United States Marshal; southern
districtof New' York, who was duly authorized to serve the ‘said sab:
pena. The return of the service by the said John F. Pickett, being en-
dorsed thereon, is set forth in words and figures, as follows:

+ -Received this writ at New York, N. Y., on July 12, 1955,
and.on July: 14, 1955, at Route 9-D, Beacon, New York, 1
served iton: the avithin-haméd Péte Seeger by Jeaving ‘the
original thereof with him.
wee . THoMas J. LUNNEY, :
- U.S8. Marshal, SDNY. -
ot o By Joan B Pickerr, '
: - Deputy U.S. Marstal, SDNY. - -
The said Peter-Seeger, pursuant to said subpena, and in compliance
therewith; appeared. before a duly; constituted subtommittee-of; the

Committee on Un-American Activities on August 18, 1955, to give

¢¢¢¢¢

such testimony as reqfiired under and by virtue of Public Law 601,
section 121, subsection (q) (2) of the 79th Congress, and under House
Resolution 5 of the 84th Corigress.. - The said Peter Seeger having
appeared as a witness and having been asked the questions; namely:
May I ask you whethér ot not the Allerton Section was a
section of the Communist Party? - e T ey
.. Did you take part, in this. May Day program under thée. .’

.auspices of the music section of tlie cultural division of the: .

Conmimunist Party? - . .o Sl
Did you.sing this particular song on the Fourth of J uly .
at, Wingdale Lodge in New. York?. ... S SNt

Were you chosen by Mr. Elliott Sullivan to take partinthe - .,
- .program on the weekend of July Fourth at Wingdale Lodge? -
Did you take part in that performance ? ol Co
- Have.you been a member of the Communist  Party since ", .
194712 - e L Ly
‘Will you examine it please and state whether or not that. is .
.a photograph of you? = - .. o0
It is noted that the individual mentioned is wearing a mili-
tary uniform. That was in May. of 1952, and the statute. of
limitations would have run by now as to,any offense for the .
improper wearing .ofthe uniforin, and will you tell. the -
committee whether or not you took part in that May Day
prograifi wearitig a tmiform of &n American soldier? = ~; ~ -
- Did'ydi also teach 4t the Jefferson School of Social Science
‘heré in the city of New York? .~ - . = o
Are you a member of the Commuriiét Party now ?

Chas:

which questions Wérq pertinent to the subject under inqiiry, refused -

to answer said questions, and.as a result of said Peter Seeger’s refusal
to answer the aforesaid questions, your committee was prevented from
recelving testimony .and information concerning a rhatter committed
to said .committee in accordance with the terms of the stbpend served

~ ‘upon said Peter, Seeger.

The record, of the proceedings before the ‘s_ubcomfnitte'e oﬁ,‘Aﬁgust
18, 1955, during which the said Peter Seeger refused to: afiswer. the

aforesaid. questions, pertaining.to.the subject under inquiry, is.set
forthin fact as follows: BRI
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER 3

Ux~irep StaTEs HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES,
New York, N. Y., Thursday, August 18, 1955.

PUBLIC HEARING

A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met
at 10 a. m., pursuant to recess, in room 1703 of the Federal Building,
Foley Square, New York, N. Y., the Honorable Francis E. Walter
(chairman) presiding.

S Committee members present: Representatives Walter, Willis, and
cherer.

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald
T. Appel and Frank Bonora, investigators; and Thomas W. Beale, Sr.,
chief clerk.

Chairman Warter. The committee will be in order.

(After the completion of the testimony of several other witnesses,
Mr. Peter Seeger was called as a witness.)

Chairman Wavrter. Will you call your next witness, Mr. Tavenner?
l\elr. TaveNNER. Mr. Peter Seeger, will you come forward, please
sir?

Chairman Warter. Do you swear that the testimony you are about
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
so help you God ?

Mr. Seecer. I do, sir.

TESTIMONY OF PETER SEEGER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL,
PAUL L. ROSS

Mr. TaveNNER. You ave Mr. Peter Seeger ?

Mr. Seeger. That is my name.

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please?

Mr. SEEGER. S-e-e-g-e-T.

Mr. TavENNER. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden-
tify himself for the record ?

“Mr. Ross. Paul L. Ross, New York City.

Mr. Tavenyer. When and where were you born, Mr. Seeger ?

Mr. Seecer. I was born in New York in 1919.

Mr. TaveNNer. What is your profession or occupation?

Mr. Seraer. Well, T have worked at many things, and my main pro-
fession is a student of American folklore, and I make my living as a
banjo picker, sort of damning in some people’s opinion.

Mr. TavenNer. Has New York been your headquarters for a con-
siderable period of time?

Mr. Sercer. No, I lived here only rarely until I left school and after
a year or two or a few years living here after World War II, I got .
back to the country where I always felt more at home.

Mr. TAvENNER. You say that you were in the Armed Forces of the
United States?

Mr. SeeGer. About three and a half years.

Mr. Tavenxer. Will you tell us please the period of your service?

Mr. Sercrr. I went in in July 1942, and I was mustered out in
December of 1945.
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4 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attain the rank of an officer?

Mr. Seecer. No. After about a year I made Pfe, and just before I
got out I got to be T-5, which is the equivalent of a corporal’s rating,
a long hard pull.

Mr. Tavexner. Did you become a member of the Reserves?

Mr. Seeger. No, I did not.

* % * * £ * %

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Seeger, prior to your entry into the service in
1942, were you engaged in the practice of your profession in the area
of New York?

Mr. SteeGER. It is hard to call it a profession. Ikind of drifted into
it and I never intended to be a musician, and I am glad I am one now,
and it is a very honorable profession, but when I started out actually
I wanted to be a newspaperman, and when I left school

Chairman Wavter. Will you answer the question, please?

Mr. Sexcer. I have to explain that it really wasn’t my profession,
I picked up a little change in it.

Chairman Wavrter. Is it your profession ?

Mr. Seecer. It is my profession.

* * & * * * *

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information obtained in part
from the Daily Worker, indicating that over a period of time, espe-
cially since December of 1945, you took part in numerous entertain-
ment features.

I have before me a photostatic copy of the June 20, 1947, issue of
the Daily Worker. In a column entitled “What’s On,” appears this
advertisement :

Tonight—Bronx, hear Peter Seeger and his guitar, at Allerton Section
housewarming. .

May I ask you whether or not the Allerton Section was a section
of the Communist Party ?

Mr. Sercer. Sir, I refuse to answer that question whether it was a
quote from the New York Times or the Vegetarian Journal.

Mr. TavennNer. I don’t believe there is any more authoritative docu-
ment in regard to the Communist Party than its official organ, the
Daily Worker.

Mr. Scuerer. He hasn’t answered the question, and he merely said
he wouldn’t answer whether the article appeared in the New York
Times or some other magazine.

I ask you to direct the witness to answer the question.

Chairman Wacrter. I direct you to answer.

Mr. Seecer. Sir, the whole line of questioning——

Chairman Warrer. You have only been asked one question, so far.

. Mr. Seecer. T am not going to answer any questions as to my associa-
tions, my philosophical or religious beliefs or my political beliefs, or
how I voted in any election or any of these private affairs. I think
these are very improper questions for any American to be asked, es-
pecially under such compulsion as this.

I would be very glad to tell you my life if you want to hear of it.

G M;' TaveNNEr. Has the witness declined to answer this specific ques-
ion ¢

. Chairman Warrer. He said that he is not going to answer any ques-
tions, any names or things.
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Mr. ScuErer. He was directed to answer the question.
" Chairman WALTER. Yes. :

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 1,” for identification only.

Chairman Warter. Mark it and let it be received.

Mr. TavenNEer. I have before me a photostatic copy of the April
30, 1948, issue of the Daily Worker which carries under the same title
of “What’s On,” an advertisement of a “May Day Rally: For Peace,
Security and Democracy.” The advertisement states: '

Are you in a fighting mood? Then attend the May Day rally.

. Expert speakers are stated to be slated for the program, and then
follows a statément, “Entertainment by Pete Seeger.” At the bottom
appears this: “Auspices Essex County Communist Party,” and at the
top, “Tonight, Newark, N. J.”

Did you lend your talent to the Essex County Communist Party on
the occasion indicated by this article from the Daily Worker ¢
“Mr. Seecer. Mr. Walter, I believe I have already answered this
question, and the same answer.

Chairman Warrter. The same answer. In other words, you mean
that you decline to answer because of the reasons stated before?

Mr. SEEGER. I gave my answer, sir.

Chairman Warrer. What is your answer ?

Mr. SEreer. You see, sir, I feel

Chairman WarTer. What is your answer?

Mr. Seecer. I will tell you what my answer is.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sercer. I feel that in my whole life I have never done any-
thing of any conspiratorial nature and I resent very much and very
deeply the implication of being called before this committee that in
some way because my opinions may be different from yours, or yours,
Mr. Willis; or yours, Mr. Scherer; that I am any less of an American
than anybody else. Ilove my country very deeply, sir.

Chairman Warter. Why don’t you make a little contribution to-
ward preserving its institutions?

Mr. Seecer. 1 feel that my whole life is a contribution, that is why
1 would like to tell you about it.

Chairman WarTex. I don’t want to hear about it.

Mr. Scuerer. I think that there must be a direction to answer.

Chairman Warter. 1 direct you to answer that question.

Mr. SEecer. I have already given you my answer, sir.

Mr. Sceerer. Let me understand. You are not relying on the fifth
amendment, are you ?

Mr. Seecer. No, sir, although I do not want to in any way discredit

or depreciate or depredate the witnesses that have used the ﬁz;h amend-
ment, and I simply feel it is improper for this committee to ask such
questions.
_ Mr. SCHERER. And then in answering the rest of the questions, or
in refusing to answer the rest of the questions, I understand that you
are not relying on the fifth amendment as a basis for your refusal to
answer ? .

Mr. Sercer. No, I am not, sir.

Mr. TavexNEer. 1 desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 2,” for identification only.
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6 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Chairman Warter. Mark it and let it be received.

Mr. Taven~er. I have before me a photostatic co y of the May 4,
1949, issue of the Daily Worker, which has an artitﬁe entitled “May
Day Smash Review Put on by Communist Cultural Division, On
Stage,” and the article was written by Bob Reed. This article em-
phasizes a production called Now Is the Time, and it says this:

Now is the Time was a hard hitting May Day show of songs and knife-edged

satire. New songs and film strips walloped the enemies of the people in what
the singers called “Aesopian language.”

Then there is bracketed off in the article this paragraph:

Now Is the Time was a hard hitting May Day show of songs and knife-edged
music section of the cultural division of the Communist Party. Script by Lee

Hays.

And other persons, including Peter Seeger. Lee Hays is recited to
be the MC, or master of ceremonies.

Did you take part in this May Day program under the auspices of
the music section of the cultural division of the Communist Party?

Mr. Seeeer. Mr. Chairman, the answer is the same as before,

Mr. Scaerer. I think we have to have a direction.

Chairman Wavrrer. I direct you to answer the question.

Mr. Sercer. I have given you my answer, sir.

. Tavenner. The article contains another paragraph as follows:

This performance of Now Is the Time was given in honor of the 12 indicted
Communist Party leaders.

And then it continues with Bob Reed’s account of the show:

This reviewer has never seen a show which stirred its audience more. Add
up new material, fine personal and group performances, overwhelming audience
response—the result was a significant advance in the people’s cultural movement,
Now is the Time is that rare phenomenon, a political show in which performers
and audience had a lot of fun. It should be repeated for large audiences.

Mr. Lee Hays was asked the question while he was on the witness
stand as to whether or not he wrote that play and he refused to answer.
Do you know whether he was the originator of the script ?

Mr. Seecer. Do I know whether he was the originator of the script ?
Again my answer is the same. However, if you want to question me
about any songs, I would be glad to tell you, sir.

Chairman Wavrter. That is what you are being asked about now.

Mr. Tavenner. All right, I will ask you, but I would like to intro-
duce that document in evidence and ask it to be marked “Seeger Exhibit
No. 3,” for identification only and to be made a part of the committee
files.

Chairman Wavter. Mark it and let it be received.

Mr. Tavenner. You said that you would tell us about the songs.
Did you participate in a program at Wingdale Lodfe in the State of
New York, which is a summer camp for adults an children, on the
weekend of July Fourth of this year?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. Again, I say I will be glad to tell what songs I have
ever sung, because singing is my business.

Mr. Taven~er. Iam going to ask you.

Mr. SercEr. But I decline to say who has ever listened to them, who
has written them, or other people who have sung them.
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you sing this song, to which we have referred,
;?Nowhl?s the Time,” at Wingdale Lodge on the weekend of July

ourt.

Mr. Sercer. I don’t know any song by that name, and I know a song
with za similar name. It is called Wasn’t That a Time. Is that the
song ?

Cghairman Wavrrer. Did you sing that song ¢

Mr. Seecer. I can sing it, and 1 don’t know how well I can do it
without my banjo.

Chairman Wavrer. I said, did you sing it on that occasion?

Mr. Seecer. I have sung that song, and I am not going to go into
where I have sung it. I have sung it many places.

Chairman WavTer. Did you sing it on this particular occasion?
That is what you are being asked.

Mr. Seeeer. Again my answer is the same.

Chairman WavrTter. You said that you would tell us about it.

Mr. Seecer. I will tell you about the songs, but I am not going to
tell you or try to explain

Chairman Wavter. I direct you to answer the question. Did you
sing this particular song on the Fourth of July at Wingdale Lodge
in New York?

Mr. Sercer. I have already given you my answer to that question,
and all questions such as that. I feel that is improper to ask about
my associations and opinions. I have said that I would be voluntarily
glad to tell you any song, or what I have done in my life.

Chairman Warter. I think it is my duty to inform you that we
don’t accept this answer and the others, and I give you an opportunity
now to answer these questioms, particularly the last one.

Mr. Seecer. Sir, my answer is always the same.

Chairman WarTer. All right, go ahead, Mr. Tavenner.

Mr. TavenNer. Were you chosen by Mr. Elliott Sullivan to take
Ear(;_lt ir; the program on the weekend of July Fourth at Wingdale

odge?

M% Skreger. The answer is the same, sir.

Mr. WirLis. Was that the occasion of the satire on the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights?

Mr. Tavenner. The same occasion, yes, sir.

T have before me a photostatic copy of a page from the June 1, 1949
issue of the Daily Worker, and in a column entitled “Town Talk,”
there is found this statement :

The first performance of a new song If I Had a Hammer, on the theme of the
Foley Square trial of the Communist leaders, will be given at the testimonial
dinner for the 12 on Friday night at St. Nicholas Arena * * *. Among those
on hand for the singing will be * * * Pete Seeger, and Lee Hays—
and others whose names are mentioned.

Did you take part in that performance ?

Mr. Sercer. I shall be glad to answer about the song, sir, and I am
not interested in carrying on the line of questioning about where I
have sung any songs.

Mr. Tavenner. I ask a direction.

Chairman Waurer. You may not be interested, but we are, however.
I direct you to answer. You can answer that question.
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8 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Mr. Seecer. I feel these questions are improper, sir, and I feel they
are immoral to ask any American this kind of question.

Mr. Tavenner. Have you finished your answer %

Mr. SeEceR. Yes, sir.

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 4,” for identification only and
to be made a part of the committee files. .

Mr. Sercer. I am sorry you are not interested in the song. Itis a
good song.

Mr. TavenNer. Were you present in the hearing room while the
former witnesses testified ?

Mr. Seecer. I have been here all morning; yes, sir.

Mr. Tavenner. I assume then that you heard me read the testimony
of Mr. Kazan about the purpose of fhe Communist Party in having
its actors entertain for the benefit of Communist fronts and the Com-
munist Party. Did you hear that testimony ?

Mr. Sercer. Yes; I have heard all of the testimony today.

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear Mr. George Hall’s testimony yester-
day in which he stated that as an actor, the special contribution that
he was expected to make to the Communist Party was to use his tal-
ents by entertaining at Communist Party functions? Did you hear
that testimony ?

Mr. Seecer. I didn’t hear it; no.

Mr. Tavenner. It is a fact that he so testified. I want to know
whether or not you were engaged in a similar type of service to the
Communist Party in entertaining at these features.

(Witness consulted with counselKm

Mr. Seeeer. I have sung for ericans of every political per-
suasion, and I am proud that I never refuse to sing to an audience,
no matter what religion or color of their skin, or situation of life.
I have sung in hobo jungles, and I have sung for the Rockefellers,
and I am proud that I have never refused to sing for anybody. That
is the only answer I can give along that line.

Chairman Warrer. Mr. Tavenner, are you getting around to that
letter? There was a letter introduced yesterday that I think was of
greater importance than any bit of evidence adduced at these hear-
Ings, concerning the attempt made to influence people in this pro-
fessional performers guild and union to assist a purely Communist
cause which had no relation whatsoever to the arts and the theater.,
Isthat what you are leading up to?

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; it is. That was the letter of Peter Lawrence,
which I questioned him about yesterday. That related to the trial
of the Smith Act defendants here at Foley Square. I am trying to
inquire now whether this witness was party to the same type of propa-
ganda effort by the Communist Party.

Mr. Scuerer. There has been no answer to your last question.

Mr. TavennNEer. That is right; may I have a direction ?

Mr. Seecer. Would you repeat the question? I don’t even know
what the last question was, and I thought I have answered all of them
up to now. :

Mr. Tavexner. What you stated was not in response to the question,

Chairman Warter. Proceed with the questioning, Mr. Tavenner.
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER 9

Mr. Tavenner. I believe, Mr. Chairman with your permission, 1
will have the question read to him. I thinkit should be put in exactly
the same form.

(Whereupon the reporter read the pending question as above
recorded.)

Mr. Sereer. “These features”; what do you mean? Except for
the answer I have already given you, I have no answer. The answer
I gave you, you have, don’t you? That is that I am proud that I
have sung for every American, Americans of every political per-
suasion, and I have never refused to sing for anybody because I dis-
agreed with their political opinion, and I am proud of the fact that
my songs seem to cut across and find perhaps a unifying thing, basic
humanity, and that is why I would love to be able to tell you about
these songs, because I feel that you would agree with me more, sir.
I know many beautiful songs from your home county, Carbon, and
Monroe, and I hitchhiked through there and stayed in the homes of
miners.

Mr, Tavenner. You are getting away from the question. My ques-
tion was whether or not you sang at these functions of the Communist
Party. You have answered it inferentially, and if I understand your
answer, you are saying you did.

Mr. Skraer. Except for that answer, I decline to answer further.

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sing at functions of the Communist Party,
at Communist Party requests ¢ _

Mr. Seearr. I believe, sir, that a good 20 minutes ago, I gave my
answer to this whole line of questioning.

Mr. TavenNer. Yes; but you have now beclouded your answer by
your statement, and I want to make certain what you mean. Did you
sing at the Communist Party functions which I have asked you about,
as a Communist Party duty?

Mr. Sexcer. I have already indicated that I am not interested, and
T feel it is improper to say who has sung my songs or who I have sung
them to, especially under such compulsion as this.

Mr. Tavenner., Have you been a member of the Communist Party
since 1947%

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. The same answer, sir.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer that question.

Mr. Seecer. I must give the same answer as before.

Mr. Tavenner. I have a throwaway sheet entitled “Culture Fights
Back, 1953,” showing entertainment at the Capitol Hotel, Carnival
Room, 51st Street at 8th Avenue, in 1953, sponsored by the Commit-
teo To Defend V. J. Jerome. It indicates that Pete Seeger was one
of those furnishing the entertainment. Will you tell the committee,
please, whether or not you were asked to perform on that occasion,
and whether or not you did, either as a Communist Party directive,
or as what you considered to be a duty to the Communist Party?

Mr. Seecir. I believe I have answered this already.

Mr. TavenNEr. Are you acquainted with V. J. Jerome?

Mr. Sercer. I have already told you sir, that I believe my associa-
tions, whatever they are, are my own private affairs.

Mr. Tavenner. You did know, at that time, in 1953, that V. J.
Jerome was a cultural head of the Communist Party and one of the
Smith Act defendants in New York City ¢
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10 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Mr. SereeRr. Again the same answer, sir.

Mr. ScuERER. %ou refuse to answer that question ¢

Mr. SeEger. Yes, sir.

Chairman Warter. That is understood.

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 5” for identification only.

Chairman Warter. It will be so marked and received.

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photograph which was taken of the
May Day parade in New York City in 1952, which shows the front
rank of a group of individuals, and one is in a uniform with military
cap and insignia, and carrying a placard entitled “Censored.”

Vill you examine it please ang state whether or not that is a photo-
graph of you ?

(A document was handed to the witness. )

Mr. SercEr. It is like Jesus Christ when asked by Pontius Pilate,
“Are you king of the Jews ?”

Chairman Wavrer. Stop that.

Mr. Sercer. Let someone else identify that picture.

Mr. Scaerer. I ask that he be directed to answer the question.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer the question.

Mr. Seeeer. The question—¥*Do I identify this photograph”?

Chairman WaLTEr. Yes.

Mr. SerGer. 1 say let someone else identify it.

Mr. Taven~er. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 6.”

Chairman Warrer. Make it a part of the record.

(Witness consulted with counsel. )

Mr. Tavenwer. It is noted that the individual mentioned is wearing
a military uniform. That was in May of 1952, and the statute of lim-
itations would have run by now as to any offense for the improper
wearing of the uniform, and will you tell the committee whether or
not you took part in that May Day program wearing a uniform of an
American soldier?

Mr. Seecer. The same answer as before, sir.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer that question.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Scaerer. I think the record should show that the witness re-
mains mute, following the direction by the chairman to answer that
question.

Mr. Seecer. The same answer, sir, as before.

Mr. Scaerer. Again T understand that youare not invoking the fifth
amendment ?

Mr. Srecer. That is correct.

Mr. Scuerer. We are not accepting the answers or the reasons you
gave.

Mr. Secer. That is your prerogative, sir.

Mr. Scuerer. Do you understand it is the feeling of the committee
that you are in contempt as a result of the position you take?

Mr. Sercer. Ican’t say.

Mr. Scuerer. I am telling you that that is the position of the com-
mittee.

1 8ee Lee exhibit No. 1.
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER 11

Mr. Tavenneg. The Daily Worker of April 21, 1948; at page 7, con-
tains a notice that Pete Seeger was a participant in an affair for Fer-
dinand Smith. Will you tell the committee what the occasion was at
which you took part?

Mr. Sercer. I hate to waste the committee’s time, but I think surely
you must realize by now that my answer is the same.

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know whether Ferdinand Smith was under
deportation orders at that time?

Mr. SErcer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavenner. T think that he was not under deportation orders
until a little later than that.

Chairman Warrter. What is hisname?

Mr. Tavenyer. Ferdinand Smith, a Communist Party member and
former vice president of the maritime union.

My purpose in asking you these questions, Mr. Seeger, is to deter-
mine whether or not, in accordance with the plan of the Communist
Party as outlined by Mr. Kazan and Mr. George Hall, you were per-
forming a valuable service to the Communist Party, and if that was
the way they attempted to use you.

Mr. Seecer. Isthat a question,sir?

Mr. TavennNer. That is my explanation to you, with the hope that
you will give the committee some light on that subject.

Mr. SeEcEr. No, my answer is the same as before.

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also perform and entertain at various func-
tions held by front organizations such as the American Youth for
Democracy? I have here photostatic copies of the Daily Worker
indicating such programs were conducted in Detroit in 1952, at Green-
wich Village, on May 10, 1947, and again at another place in March
of 1948.

Did you entertain at functions under the auspices of the American
Youth for Democracy?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seeeer. The answer is the same, and I take it that you are not
interested in all of the different places that I have sung, and why don’t
you ask me about the churches and schools and other places?

Mr. Tavenner. That is very laudable, indeed, and I wish only that
your activities had been confined to those areas.

If you were acting for the Communist Party at these functions,
we want to know it. We want to determine just what the Communist
Party plan was.

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, you have indicated that you are perfectly
willing to tell us about all of these innumerable functions at which
you entertained, but why do you refuse to tell us about the functions
that Mr. Tavenner inquires about ¢

Mr. Suecer. No, sir, I said that I should be glad to tell you about
all of the songs that T have sung, because I feel that the songs are the
clearest explanation of what I do believe in, as a musician, and as an
American.

Mr. Sciuerer. Didn’t you just say that you sang before various re-
ligious groups, school groups?

Mr. Sexcer. 1 have said it and I will say it again, and I have sung
for perhaps——

(Witness consulted with counsel.)
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12 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Mr. Screrer. Youare willing to tell us about those groups?

Mr. Sercer. I am saying voluntarily that I have sung for almost
every religious group in the country, from Jewish and atholic, and
Presbyterian and Holy Rollers and Revival Churches, and I do this
voluntarily. I have sung for many, many different groups, and it is
hard for perhaps one person to believe, I was looking back over the 20
years or so that I have sung around these 48 States, that I have sung
in so many different places.

Mr. Scuerer. Did you sing before the groups that Mr. Tavenner
asked you about ?

Mr. Sereer. I am saying that my answer is the same as before. I
have told you that I sune for everybody.

Chairman Wavter. Wait a minute. You sung for everybody. Then
are we to believe, or to take it that you sang at the places Mr. Tavenner
mentioned ?

Mr. SeeGER. My answer is the same as before.

Chairman WacLter. What is that ?

Mr. SerGER. It seems to me like the third time I have said it, if not
the fourth.

Chairman Wavrter. Maybe it is the fifth, but say it again, and I
want to know what your answer is.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. SeeGer. I decline to discuss, under compulsion, where I have
sung, and who has sung my songs, that T have helped to write as well
as to sing them, and who else has sung with me, and the people I have
known. T love my country very dearly and I greatly resent this impli-
cation that because some of the places that I have sung and some of
the people that I have known, and some of my opinions, whether they
are religious or philosophical, or I might be a vegetarian, making me
any less of an American. T will tell you about my songs, but I am not
interested in telling you who wrote them and I will tell you about my
songs, and I am not interested in who listened to them.

Mr. TAVENNER. According to the Daily Worker there was a con-
ference program of the Civil Rights Congress on April 2, 1949, at
which you were one of the performers. )

On August 27, 1949, the People’s Artists presented a summer musi-
cale at Lakeland Acres picnic grounds, Peekskill, N. Y., for the benefit
of the Harlem chapter of the Civil Rights Congress, at which you were
a participant,

At another meeting of the Civil Rights Congress of New York,
around May 11, 1946, you were a participant.

Will you tell the committee, please, under what circumstances you
performed, because you have said that you sang at all sorts of meetings,
and now under what circumstances were your services acquired on
those occasions?

Mr. Sercer. My answer is the same as before, sir. I can only infer
from your lack of interest in my songs that you are actually scared to
know what these songs are like, because there is nothing wrong with
my songs, sir. Do you know—-—

Mr. Scurrer. You said you want to talk about your songs, and
I will give you an opportunity. Tell us what songs you sang at Com-
munist Party meetings ¢

er. Seecer. I will tell you about the songs that I have sung any-
place.
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER 13

Mr. Scuerer. I want to know the ones that you sang at Communist
Party meetings, because those are the songs about which we can in-
quire. Just tell us one song that you sang at a Communist Party meet-
ing. -

%Ir. SeEGer. Mr. Scherer, it seems to me that you heard my testi-
mony, and that is a ridiculous question, because you know what my
answer is.

Mr. TaveNngr. Mr. George Hall testified that the entertainment
that he engaged in at the instance of the Communist Party, and for the
Communist T’arty were not songs of a political character. He did
say, however, that he was expectea by the Communist Party to perform
in order to raise money for the Communist Party.

Now, did you, as Mr. Hall did, perform in order to raise money for
Communist Party causes?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. I don’t care what Mr. Hall says, and my answer is
the same as before, sir.

Mr. Taven~er. That you refuse to answer ?

Mr. Seecer. I have given my answer.

Mr. Scaerer. Was Mr. Hall telling the truth when he told the
committee about the entertainment he engaged in at the instance of
the Communist Party ?

Mr. Seraer. I don'’t feel like discussing what Mr. Hall said.

Mr. TavenNer. The American Committee for Yugoslav Relief has
been designated as a front organization. According to the October 22,
1947, issue of the Daily People’s World, in Calif?)rnia, Pete Seeger
headed the list of entertainers to appear at a picnic given by the
southern California chapter of that organization.

Did you participate in that program ?

Mr. Seecer. If you have 100 more photostats there, it seems silly
for me to give you the same answer 100 more times.

Mr. TaveNNER. What is your answer ?

Mr. SErGER. It isthe same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavenner. There are various peace groups in the country which
have utilized your services, are there not ¢

Mr. SeeeEr. I have sung for pacifists and I have sung for soldiers.
- Mr. TavenNer. According to the Daily Worker of September 6,
1940, you were scheduled as a singer at a mass meeting of American
Peace Mobilization at Turner’s Arena, in Washington, D. C

What were the circumstances under which you were requested to
take part in that performance ?

Mr. SeeeEr. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. TaveNNer. You were a member of the American Peace Mobi-~
lization, were you not? -

Mr. SEecEr. My answer is the same as before,

Mr. Taven~er. Were you not a delegate to the Chicago convention
of the American Peace Mobuiization on September 5, 1940 ¢

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before.

Chairman Wavrter. Isthat organization subversive ?

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes.

Chairman Warter. What is the name of it ?

. -Mr, TavenNer. American Peace Mobilization, and it was the be-
ginning of these peace organizations, back in 1940.
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14 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Did you take part in the American Peace Crusade program in Chi-

cago, in April of 1954 2
r. SErGER. My answer is the same as before.

Of course, I would be curious to know what you think of a song
like this very great Negro spiritual, I'm Gonna Lay Down My Sword
and Shield, Down By the Riverside.

Mr. Tavenner. That is not at all responsive to my question.

Mr. Seeeer. I gave you my answer before I even said that.

Mr. Tavenner. If you refuse to answer, I think that you should not
make a speech.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also perform a service for the California
Labor School in Los Angeles by putting on musical programs there?

Mr. SeeceEr. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. TavennEer. Did you teach in the California Labor School ?

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Scuerer. I think for the record you should state whether the
California Labor School has been cited.

Mr. Tavenner. It has.

Mr. Screrer. As subversive and Communist dominated ?

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, it has been.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Taven~er. Did you also teach at the Jefferson School of Social
Science here in the city of New York? -

Mr. SeeceEr. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct him to answer.

Chairman Wavrter. I direct you to answer. Did you teach at the
Jefferson School here at New York ?

Mr. Seecer. I feel very silly having to repeat the same thing over
and over again, but my answer is exactly the same as ‘before, sir.

Chairman Warrer. Has the Jefferson School of Social Science
been cited ? :

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and it has been required to register under the
1950 Internal Security Act.

Mr. Screrer. There are a number of people here who taught at
that school, Mr. Walter.

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a photostatic copy of
an article from the September 21, 1946 issue of the Daily Worker
which refers to music courses at Jefferson School, and T call attention
to the last sentence in the article wherein the name, Peter Seeger is
mentioned as a leader in one of the courses.

I ask that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 7.”

Chairman Warter. It is received and so marked.

Why don’t you insert it in the record at this point, because there
can be no objection to inserting it.

Mr. Tavenner. Iinsert it in the record at this point.

SEEGER ExHIBIT No. 7
[Daily Worker, New York, Saturday, September 21, 1946])

Music COURSES AT JEFFERSON SCHOOL

Three new courses in music will be offered by the Jefferson School of Social
Science, 575 Avenue of the Americas, for the fall term beginning Sept. 30.

The music of Beethoven, a series of 10 Tuesday evening forums, with records
and discussions, of representative works of the great creative epochs of Bee-
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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER 15

thoven’s life, wiil be led by Irwin Freundlich. Mr. Freundlich is on the faculty
of the Julliard School of Music.

Horace Grenell, president of Young People’s Records, will lead a workshop
course in Creating Music.

A People’s Songs Workshop, under the supervision of Waldemar Hille, former
professor of music at Blmburst College, will offer practical sessions in writing
new songs and in selecting and editing songs for publication. The workshop
leaders will include Herbert Haufrecht, Peter Seeger, Lee Hayes, and otbers.

According to the March 18, 1948, issue of the Daily Worker, it is
indicated that you would entertain at a musical presented by the Jef-
ferson Workers Book Shop. According to the November 25, 1948
jssue of the same paper you would perform also under the auspices
of the Jefferson School of Social Science. Also you were a partici-
pant in a program advertised in the Daily Worker of June 1, 1950,
put on by the Jefferson School of Social Science, and according to
an issue of February 15, 1954, of the same paper, you were expected
to play and lecture on songs and ballads in the Jefferson School.

Will you tell the committee, please, what were the circumstances
under which you engaged in those programs, if youdid?

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavennzr. Did you also engage in performances for the Labor
Youth League in 1954 ¢

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before. Do you think that
Ising [i‘ropaganda songs or something ¢

Mr, TavenNER. In 1947, what was your connection with an organiza-
tion known as People’s Songs? .

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. I take the same answer as before regarding any organ-
ization or any association I have.

Chairman WaLTer. What was People’s Songs, Mr. Tavenner?

Mr. TavexNEr. People’s Songs was an organization which, accord-
ing to its issue of February and March 1947, was composed of a
number of persons on the board of directors who have been called
before this committee or identified by this committee as members of
the Communist Party, and the purpose of which, from information
made available to the committee, was to extend services to the Com-
munist Party in its entertainment projects.

Mr. Lee Hays was a member of the board of directors, was he not,
along with you, in this organization?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. TAvENNER, Were you not the editor of People’s Songs, and a
member of the board of directors in 1947¢

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before. -

Mr. Tavenser. You were actually the national director of this
organization, were you not?

r. SEEGER. My answer is the same as before.

Mr. Tavenner, Was the organization founded by Alan Lomax?

Mr. Sercer. My answer is the same as before.

Mr. TaveNNEr. Was the booking agent of People’s Songs, an organ-
ization known as People’s Artists?

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same.

Mr. TavenNer, Will you tell the committee please whether or not
during the weekend of July 4, 1955, you were a member of the Com-
munist Party?
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16 PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PETER SEEGER

Mr. Sexcer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any
time during the various entertainment features in which you were
alleged to have engaged ¢

Mr. SkecEr. My answer is the same.

Mr. TAvENNER. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ¢

Mr. Seeeer. My answer is the same.

Mr. ScHErER. 1 ask for a direction on that question.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer.

Mr. Seeger. My answer is the same as before.

Mr. TavenNER. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman WarTer. The witness is excused.

The committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock.

(The committee thereupon recessed at 12:40 p. m., to reconvene at
2 p. m., the same day.)

Because of the foregoing, the said Committee on Un-American
Activities was deprived of answers to pertinent questions propounded
to said Peter Seeger relative to the subject matter which, under Public
Law 601, section 121, subsection (q) (2) of the 79th Congress, and
under House Resolution 5 of the 84th Congress, the said committee
was Instructed to investigate, and the refusal of the witness to answer
the questions, namely :

May I ask you whether or not the Allerton Section was a
section of the Communist Party ?

Did you take part in this May Day program under the
auspices of the music section of the cultural division of the
Communist Party ?

Did you sing this particular song on the Fourth of July at
Wingdale Lodge in New York?

Were you chosen by Mr. Elliott Sullivan to take part in the
program on the weekend of July Fourth at Wingdale Lodge?

Did you take part in that performance?

Have you been a member of the Communist Party since
19472

Will you examine it please and state whether or not that
is a photograph of you ?

It is noted that the individual mentioned is wearing a mili-
tary uniform. That was in May of 1952, and the statute of
limitations would have run by now as to any offense for the
improper wearing of the uniform, and will you tell the com-
mittee whether or not you took part in that May Day program
wearing a uniform of an American soldier ?

Did you also teach at the Jefferson School of Social Science
here in the city of New York?

Are you a member of the Communist Party now?

which questions were pertinent to the subject under inquiry, is a
violation of the subpena under which the witness had previously
appeared, and his refusal to answer the aforesaid questions deprived
your committee of necessary and pertinent testimony and places the
said witness in contempt of the House of Representatives of the United

States.
O
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H. RES. 636
-~ RESOLUTION
Cértifying the report of the Committee on Un-
American Activities as to the refusal of
Peter Seeger to answer questions before a

_ duly constituted subcommittee of said com-
; .! mittee.

841H CONGRESS
2p SESSION

By Mr. WALTER -

. ‘ - JuLy 25,1956
x o - Considered and agreed to
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"IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JoLy 25,1956 | |

WALTER submltted the following resolutlon which was con51de1ed and
greed to

. ;‘,ESQLUTEON

' tlves certlfv the repmt of the Commlttee on U n—Amerlcan

- Actmtles of the. House of Repl esentatlves as to the 1efusal of

Petel Seeoe1 to answel questlons bef01e a duly constltuted

' subcommlttee of the Commlttee on Un-Amencan Act1v1t1es
\*-tocrethel Wlth all of the facts in connection therew1th unde1
.seal of the House of Representatlves to the Umted States

. attorney for the southern' district of New York, to- the end

that the said Peter Seeger may be p‘roceeded'agaihstl in the

- manner and form provided by law.

Resolved That ithe Speakel of the House of Replesenta—

. [
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4-572 (3-29-55)

STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Me | 7%772 e UNITED d>1niuo SOVERNMENT
TO :  The Director : DATE: 7=26=56

Mg
FROM : J, P. Mohr

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record

Pages 13166- The House adopte%{q. Res. 631, 632, 633, 63, 635, 636, _
13212 637, and 638, oiting Anne Yesgur King; John W, Simpsons
Williem E. Davia; George Tyne; Elliott Sullivan; Peter
#3eeger; Otto Nathan; and Arthur ¥Miller for contempt of
‘The House of Representatives for refusal to answer
questions before the Committee on Un-American Activitles,
References to the FBI, contained in a report of the
House Committee on Un-American Asiivities in comnection
with Arthur Miller {pages 13201 and 13205), were seb
forth in 2 memorandum written carlier this date.

ofp,.

' ’ o AN HN L 2
. // )E;;:,{;‘; LR / Uf = o? Y/ iR 5
oA et s ‘ R

\ A - * NoT_RRCORDED

.39 MG 15 %6

SLEYT INITIALS ON CRIGINAL

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional
Record for 7225 = 6 was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the Dégct‘gr s attention. This form has been prepared in order that
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and

N}é\DBFQAg GQG @2@%%?57@99??5@& gupject matter files.

L7

'Original filed in:
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. STANDARD FORM NO. 64
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—

Oﬂic‘e Méhzord' zdum e UNITED STAT;; GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-370932) DATE: 8/16/56

mof /;f} SAC, WFO (100-23658)

SUBJECT: PETERCgEEGER,-WaS., o - &
SM - C e
- (00:NEW YORK) , Y 7o
P : : VAR A;ff 3
o . AR Y
/ ’ : - y

. - A highly confidential source who has furnished reliable
information in the past, and whose identity cannot be revealed
* (documentation-anonymous ),advised on 8/10/56 that. PETER SEEGER,
Dutchess Junction, Beacon, New York conbtacted the Runanian Legation.

- At the time of this contact, the subject advised he
would be unable to atiend the reception celebrating the anniversary
of the Liberation of Rumania by the Russian Army beingilield August
23, 1956.

The above information, if used in a report, must be
- 3 i 2
carefully paraphrased so as not to reveal this sensitive source.

The above is being furnished for the additional infor-

mation of “the New York Division. RUC.
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EX-105

.gponsorship of the Pet

Cow derived

of Colored Peovle.

o~

Assistant Attorney General
¥illiem F. Tompkins

”Director, FEI

g OFYE™ 350
PETER SEEGER |
SECURITY MATTER - €
FBI FILE 100-200845

’Ji-O'Connor'

< 7

March 15, 1956

Reference is made to the previous communications
concerning the above-captioned individual which were
furnished your Department,

following was received from a source who has
furnished reliable information in the past.

Seeger is scheduled to entertaln on March 18, 1956
at Washington University, St., Louls, Miss

coger Concert Commi&&ee.

ourl, under ths
The proceeds

will be turnedgéggr to the “"Fresdom Fund" of the .
8t, Louis chapter of the National Aassoclation for the Advancement

The fund's purpose, according to the source,

12 to utilize the money in securin@ equal rights and justice for

Negroes

FOIA(b) (7) - (D)O
YELLOW: Above information furnished by| lper ‘St. Louts
airtel 3-9-56., ' Seeger is not on Security Index; has
entertained and has been associated with various CP and
front groups 1946 through 1955. Interviewed by HCUA
in Auzust 1955, did not revoke 5th Amendment but refused’
to answer questions put to him, \
COmM - FB! a
MAR 15 1956 .
a8 13 1] 70 | JpmAILED 20 Wil 7
Nichate " b i b g8
Belmon!
Harbo V/// A”F/¢ ,j{)
Mobe — 1) mvu uoo | /f 0\ .
Rosen JJ0: gft/bas Wy {.op ECEIAED GD (IR
Sizoo (h) E.'f;,ﬁ 7P
Winterrowd ____ TR f‘u.//[‘ . hre C’\\ MW n'\u ! ‘"Tlfi
Tele. Room ____ &V g o s /J \ W
Holloman F i? it . ({
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generally.

You will be advised of any additional information
which comes to the attention of this Bureau, _
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'FBI '

Date: 3-9-56

et e
S
J Mr. Tolson__

A, Nichols

9;( Mr. Boardman )
v

Mr. Belmont_\r
Mr, Mason.______
Mr. Mohr_._____
Mr. Parsons ____
Mr. Rosen

Transmit the following message via : AIRTEL}
___ATR MAIL Av/

Mr. Tamm._
Mr. Nease
Mr, Winterrowd_

(Priority or Method of Mail)':ﬁg)

Tele. Room.____ ;

Mr. Holloman
Miss Gandy e

From SAC, St. Louis

To: Director, FBI

\EEIEJQEQGER CONCERT COMMITTEE

IS - C OIA(b) (7) - (D)O

_Dayiet
On 3-8-56 |advised that proceeds from

PETE SEEGER Concert 3-10-50 at Washington University,

St. Louis, Mo. (see SL'Daylet 3-6-56) will be turned over
to "FPreedom Fund' of St. Louls Chapter NAACP. This fund
started sometime after EMMETT TILL incident for.use in
securing equal rights and justice . for negroes generally.

Above information furnished| Iby EILEEN

RICHARDSON, veteran St. Louis CP member. .
FOIA(b) (7) - (D)O

2. B o

|_¥r. Belmoat i MILNES i ié

3-Bureau (RM) , = .

1-New York (R_M) (e \MC&“\M&M . . ;;; - :.‘;:

2-St. Louis (100-0- . ey LR

100-15872) (Daylet) . , ==

WAH :mbs . _ o ‘f}

) 3 U
T
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Jxodf*/) | ' 5%
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! FD-36 (6-21-55) <:?3

-~

[r, Tolson..
r. Nichols.
1,‘ ardma;

Mr Mason_

T : ; . ATIRTEL Mr, Mohr ,
ransmit the following message via Mr Prrsons.

- T . Mr. R .
ATR MAIL a4 o o

(Priority or Method of Mailing) / = Mr. Nease_.

] Mr. Wint d*
From SAC, St. Louis Tele. Rl:orennj)i_

§ ’ _ Mr. Holloman......
’ To: ¥Pector, FBI . Miss Gandy......

FBI

PETE SEEGER CONCERT COMMITTEE
IS -C

On 3-6-56 Major ELMER BOWINGTON, CIC, St. Louis,

\ . furnished a flier announcing a program by "PETE SEEGER, America's

finest folk singer"®, Sunday, March 18, 8:30 pm, at Graham 6?,1/

1 Chapel, Washington University, St. Louls, Mo. The flier
indicates it was issued by the ®Pete Seeger Concert Committee®
and states further"all net proceeds from this concert will be
1 » donated to negro organizations and used to aid thelr Fight

for Constitutional nghts" - ,,x <2

o No other 1nformatlon has been received concernlnon

ubgéE% organization or any possible subversive ramLficaﬁions,f
| On I “70- -53 the Neighborhood Folk Chorus, St. Louis,, Mo.;nsponsgred
w@ coneert by PETE SEEGER per | 4-13-53, “This -

msbur%e asserted. the Neighborhood Folk-. Chorus was atfthat“time,
. &Sfront organization of the CP. \ R \also advised

Lthat Buring the concert SEEGER told oFf the Sears Roebuck ==
Ypicket line, St. Louis, Mo. "to end discrimination in hirlng".

- mInfoymant advised. this picket line was run by.the 8t. Louis
$2Chapfdr, National Negro Labor Council, On 4-13% Sl |

| advised PETE SEEGER performed at a D001a1 sponsored by - ‘the -
St. Louls Chapter, National Negro Labor Council, om. 4 -9-54, A

collection was taken in his behalf, ' FOTA) (7

- (D) ,_\\‘\

MIELNES

3-Bureau (RM) | Efc-i,T
1-New York (RM) Ukdep . |
3-St. Louis (100-0- .
3100-128813 EP Seeger) /ZWQ ;76953
| 100-15872 Daylet
WAH :mbs _ . 9\10@
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m‘z 2 s Lodady jogs”

DOM. INTEL. PIVISION

GE'&’..?.'..‘"-JI

;7




) .

Ojﬁce Memomndam » UNITED. S GOVERNMENT

> tANDARD FORM NO. 64

izég . DIRECTOR, FBI (100-2008L5) | DATE: 1/10/56
HE :  sAC, NEW YORK (100-83301)

'SUBJECT:  PRTER SEEGER, Wes |
£ SM-C C‘_A e ";z“\: P
L (00: NY) | G272

| ReNYlet to Bureau, dated 11/2/55.

By letter to the pirector, 12/5/55, captioned, "House .
Committee on Un=American Activities) the WFO forwarded to the NYO,
yhree copies of the HCUA publications entitled nInvestigations of
Cozmunist Activities, New York Area, Part VI, VII and VIII (Enter-
tainment.” _ .

The NYO has reviewed the testimony in accordance with
current instructions pertaining to HCUA testimonye.

SEEGER is the subject of a closed case file in the NYO.
SEEGER is a former SI subject of the NYO- L

Although SEEGER did not imvoke the Fitth Amendment, he
refused to answer any questions regarding his activitieso There
is no indication of perjury in SEEGER'S testimony. The. witness
should be considered as imcmperative-inaanuch as he refused to
answer questions regarding his activities, even when faced with-
the possibility of being cited for contempt. SEEGER was arrogant
and sarcastic at times during the questioning.

This case will be kept in a closed status until informa-
tion is received whieh would warrant further investigation.

The NYO does not intend to interview SEEGER since it is
felt that an interview would be unproductive. o

> ). Bureau (100-200845) (®f)

- NY (100-83801) J00-R8 04 Yo —
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1 e STANDARD FORM. NO, 84 sy

e em € %‘“’
OJﬁw Memomndum  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -

' DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200g845) pATE: 11/2/55 i
@[@pu : SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) |
SUBJECT: PETER %EGER, was g /
® T =/
(00: NY) e L \

Oon 8/18/55, captioned subject testified before
the House Committee on Un-American Activities at the HCUA
hearings concerning the penetration of radio, television,
and legitimate stage by the Communist Party.

;&J? The subject appeared before the committee with ! !
- e his banjo and appeared eager to sing his songs for the

7~ committee according to the New York Herald Tribune of

& 8/19/55. This article further reflected that the subject

|
offered to testify about his songs but refused to discuss .
groups he had played before.

Reading from Photostats of "The Daily Worker" |

- and other Communist publications, Mr, TAVENNER (Counsel j

for the committee) asked Mr. SEEGER about a long list o

of rallies he was alleged to have sung before. The
witness refused to answer,

Mr, SEEGER did not invoke the protection of the j
5th Amendment even after he was warned he faced contempt ;
proceedings, He insisted that the committee had no right

to ask about hls associations. o L
, A - 1
According to this article, he stated, "I feel ' gﬁﬁég

in my whole 1life I've never done anything of a conspira-
toriasl nature", SEEGER also said, "I love my country very ~
dearly". "It've sung for Americans.of every political_ S
persuasion. I've sung in hobo jungles and I've sung for '
the ROCKEFELLERS."

The article reflected that SEﬁgEg§naﬁﬁE33 to ' o

answer questions about his alleged aﬁR ons 3} h the . i
CRC, Amsrican Committee for Yugoslav elieg\ \

N Peace Mobilization, American Peace anﬁﬁ& Caliﬁernia .
Labor School, JS3S, L¥L, People's Songﬁé fbople's Artists,

1555%- and the cultural division of the Communist Party.
N\ ' ' i /ﬂﬁ ﬂ ([‘
\ | ) 00593 (/‘ /.
P & - . L
o  RECORDED . gg /“**“ e T
5t | NV 4 1988 RS
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Letter. to Director
NY 100-83801

Lo The most recent report in this matter is the
report of SA WILLIAM F. DESMOND, JR. at Detroit dated
7/28/55.

on 9/30/55, by letter, the NYO recommended
that the subject's name be deleted from the Security
Index. The Bureau approved this recommendation and
deleted the subject's name from ‘the Security Indexe

In view of the~sub3ect'sdeletion from the Security
Index and as there is no outstanding investigation to be
conducted,this case is being placed in a closed status
in the NYO, It is not believed that an additional report
is needed at this time.

\‘ .
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| on 8/18/55, PETER SEEGER testified before the HCUA at al
public hearing concerning the penetration of radio, television and

T | -'
, O]fﬁce Menm JOVERNMENT
TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-200845) Q IS DATE: g /30 /55
34 ‘/ M SAC, NEW YORK (100-83801) QD /'n \/) p Security Iz.u.lex card canoell/ed 2 |
- 9 - g ‘11‘\ TN
SUBJECT:  PETER SEEGER, was AN (3 A S
BM-C - @f‘ A ,\(j !g/k“ - @
\ ' Y / o
REFERENCE: SAC Letter 55-30% 12/55@ uk % 5—
\( ' éw vW5 ™
SUGCINCT RESUME OF CASE 5 4 —
PV =

the legitimate theatre by the CP. SEEGER réfused to discuss groups ‘:;:3

he had played before. SEEGER did not intoke protection of the Fifth
Amendment even though he was warned that he faced contempt proceedings.
He insisted that the committee had no right to ask about his associ-
ations. SEEGER refused to ldentify a picture of a man in a photo-
graph of the 1952 May Day Parade at New York. SEEGER refused to
answer questions about his alleged association with the CRC, American
Committee for Yugoslav Reliéf, American ‘Peace Mobilization, American
Peace Cﬁﬁsade, Californi a Labor School, JSSS, Labor Youth League,
People's Songs, People's Artists,'and the Cultural Division of the

CP.

‘The "Daily Worker" published announcements on the following
dates indicating that SEEGER would entertain or lecture on folk
music under the sponsorship of the listed organizations:

DATE EVENT : - SPONSOR
~1/14/55 Square Dance People's Artists
/‘1 12 /55 Square Dance People's Artists
ﬁSh Holiday Concerts . International Folkways
V’S 7/5k4 Pete Seeger Concertilanhattan LYL S/
ES L/h/27/55 May Day Bvening  Student Division LYL .
SRS .'with Pete Seeger ~ .
\ / 3/10/5k International flamilies OIBSmilh Act. /om" '
Q ‘ - Womens Day Victims iy :
N 3/3/5L "Lift Every Voiée" Bronx Coungy ELP o
X W 2/16/514 Guest Lecturer JSSS ¥ o 3 ;
B NING J 2/15/51, Guest Lecturer Jsss &
9N - 2/4/5h "Winter Ball" National @ua@ian W
o v 2/3/5L LYL Second LYL 5 v o
- National Convention < &
/1/3/54 Concert People's Artists
- b0 =05 w;/g ]
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- Letter to Director
NY-100-83801

DATE EVENT SPONSOR
12/18/53 Concert Jewish Young Folk Singers
15/13 53 Concert ~ Jewlsh Young Folk Singers,
9/15/53 Rosenberg Rally NCSJRC ‘ i
9/15/53 Peace Rally NCASP :
6/25/53 Peace Rally ALP :
5/22/53 Steve Nelson Dinner Committee to Defend Steve
. Nelson ; '
5/17/53  Rally Committee to Defend V. J.
Jerome

The "Daily Worker" publishefPannouncements on the
following dates reflecting that,gﬂgg_égggggawould entertain at .
"Hootenannys": 5/10/55, L/3/55, 3/28/55, 12/23/53, 4/19/53, k/2/53.
The "Daily Worker" announcements indicated that these "Hootenannys"
consisted of folk music and that admission is charged. However,
the announcements are not c¢arried as advertisements by the "Daily
Worker", but as news items. | (reliable) advised on
6/1/55 that at a_Columbia University LYL meeting on 5/31/55 in
a discussion on what was being done on the Negre question on
campus, it was mentioned that PETE SEEGER had entertained.at
NAACP meetings. FOIA(b) (7] -

(D)

on 5/5/55, (reliable) furnished a throwaway
announcing a "May Day Party" sponsored by the student division
of the New York State LYL to be held on 4/30/55, at which the
featured entertainer would be PETE SEEGER. On 5/L/55,
[ [ (reliable) advised that PETE
SEEGER entertained at an LYL student division dance held on
i/30/55 in New York City. The "Education Sun," a bi-monthly
professional newspaper, issue of u/27755 carried an announce-
ment of "A Party with Pete Seeger a nd Other Folk Singers" spon-
sored by the New York student division of the LYL on l/30/55.

~ on u/é/SS,[::::::;:](reliable) furnished a bulletin
dated I /L/5h 1ssued by the Michigan Committee for Protection :
of Foreign Born which announced that on 1/9/55 at Detroit Institute
of Fine Arts, a concert was to be held featuring PETE SEEGER.
"Sing Out"™ the official quarterly publication of People's Artists

recelved through a confidential mailbox of the NYO on 2/7/55 1lists

-2 -
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Letter to Director
NY 100-83801

PETE SEEGER as a "staff member." (People's Artists cited by
California CUA.) ' : .

.On 12/30/54 or 1/6/55, VIRGIL BRELAND, Assistant
Warden, U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, furnished. two
- greeting cards in the form of "peace doves" from "the Seeger
Faniily" which were post marked 12/17/5) at New York City and
“bore the return address "Seeger, Box 52, Beacon, New York."
One of these cards was addressed to IRVING POTASH and the other
to CARL WINTER. It is noted that subject resides at Beacon,
New York. : f

Photostats of greeting cards "from all the Seeger
family" post marked 12/17/5l at New York City to JOHN GATES
and EUGENE DENNIS at Atlanta Penitentiary were furnished by
Mr. EUGENE GOODWYN, Assistant Warden, on 2/4/55. The greeting
cards bore the return address "Seeger, Box 52, Beacon, New
York, ' '

“On 5/6/5&,} Kreliable) advised that PETE
SEEGER entertained for a two hour program at Yugoslav Hall,
New York City, on S/l/Su under the sponsorshlp of the various
LYL groups of the colleges of New York City. [ |reliable)
in about April, 195),.i1dentified PETER SEEGER as a participant
in the 1953 May Day demonstration in New York City.  The iden-
tification was made from a photo of the demonstration. '

~on 4/15/54, |  Jireliable) advised that PETER
SEEGER supplied the entertainment at' an LYL pre-convention rally’
held in the Bronx; New York on 2/19/5L4. The principle speaker
was PETTIS PERRY, | (reltable) advised on L/13/5l
that the subject eritertained at a social sponsored by the St.
Louis Chapter of the National Negro .Labor Couné¢il on 4/9/5k in
St. Louls, Missouri. Source.advised that a collection was
taken for the subject and about twelve to fourteen dollars
was collected. RN ; : :

' on 12/81/53,[:;;%::::](fé145pie) advised that PETE
SEEGER entertained at a ‘sponsored-meeting at the Parisian
Room, Essex Hotel, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 12/18/53,

ST
. FOIA(D) (7) - (D)

-3 -
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Letter to Director . uﬂ>iiji}i
NY 100-83801 e

(reliable) advised probabiy\ in early 1951

that PETER- 5EEGER had entertained at closed meetings of the

. e past. The source did not furnish specific dates.
ff:iﬁ:fﬁreliable) advised on 9/12/1i9 that PETER SEEGER was
a ‘member of the CP in New York. On L/30/53, (re~
liable) advised that PETE SEECGER was a CP member in the Music
II CP Section during the latter part of 1949 and early 1950,
LOUIS F. BUDENZ (reliable) advised on 6/3/50 that the sube
ject was a CP member in 1945 and acted in People's Songs Inc. -

on 3/3/5L4, SIDNEY RUBENSTEIN, a self-admitted CP mems
ber from September, 1945 through November,. 1648, advised that
‘he believes PETE SEEGER to have been a leader in the Cultural
Branch of the CP in New York City in 1948, JOHN LAUTNER (re-
liable) advised on 12/13/5L that he knew PETE SEEGER as a CP
member from 1947 to 19&9. ng?/ : .

‘\’;.
RECOMMENDATION A&

Remove from Security Index.
o

SEEGER testified before the. HCUA on 8/18/55 and ale
though he refused to answer questions. concerning groups before
which he had entertained, he did not invcke the protection of
the Fifth Amendment. No information is available reflecting
CP membership on SEEGER'S part subsequent to early 1950, Even
though SEEGER has entertained before Front Groups in 1954 and
1955, no information 1s available reflecting that he has held
any office or acted in a leadership capacity in these groups
in the past three years. SEEGER is recommended for removal g
from the’ SI since ‘he 1s not within the criteria.

 DETCOM TABBING

_1.? Theﬂauhgect's SI cards are ‘not presenbiy tabbed.

e The subject has not been approved for Detcom
tabbing under ‘the new criteria set forth in SAC Letter 55-12 (A)
2/10/55. . .

3. The subject 1is recormended. for removal from. the
Security Index,

. ‘ . ' ) - h -
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TITLE f-re’*j} CHARACTER OF CASE

PETER 'SEZEGER, was,

SECURITY MATTER - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Subject gave a concert
which was sponsored by
according to informants
Labor Youth League,
Institute of Arts, advi
because of past activit
fear of a law suit and

PAUL GRIGOUT, Assistant Curator, Detroit

return to Detroit in latter part of

on LL/9/55 at the Detroit Institute of Arts
the Young Folk Artists, which organization,
» _appears to be closely associated with the

sed the concert would have been cancelled
y of Subject and- sponsors but was not for
publicity. Informants advised Sub ject will

1955,
- RUC -
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DE 100-20080
|

The April 5, 1955, edition of "The Detroit Free
Press," a Detroit daily newspaper, carried an article which reflected
that the Subject was scheduled to give a concert on April 9, 1955,

at the Detroit Institute of Arts under the auspices of the Young

Folk Artists of Detroit.

"

The April 11, 1955, edition of "The Detroit
Free Press" reflected that the Subject gave the concert as
scheduled and préaised his renditilon of folk songse.

On March 17, 1955, Confidential Informant
Detrolt T-1, who has furnished reliable information in the past,
advised that the concert to be given by the Subject was allegedly
sponsored by the Young Folk APtLStS but T-1 stated it was believed
that the Labor Youth Leagua was behlnd ite

The Labor Youth League has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executilve
Order 10450,

Mr. PAUL GRIGOUT, Assistant Curator, Detroit
Institute of Arts, advised in April, 1955, that DOROTHY MAC KAY, ‘
LORRATNE WOWACKI, and HASKELL ROTHSTETIN, acting .as representatives
for Young Folk Artists, had previously made'arrangements to rent :
the Institute for the concert to be giveﬁ'on April 9, 1955, by’ '
the Subject. Mr., GRIGOUT stated he was going to cancel the affair
as of April 7, 1955, acting on wnformatlon he nad received from '
another source Pegardlng tHe past activities of the Subject‘apq
his sponsors; however, ne stated that the attorneys for the Glty
of Detroit took the matter under advisement and rendered the
opinion if the contract was cancelled, it might possibly result
in a law sult snd considerable publicity. It was then decided to
fulfil the contract. “

On April 20, 1953, Confidential Informant Detroit ol
T-2, who has furnished reliasble information in the past, described
DOROTHYWIMAC FAY as one of the "old corps" of the_gggggwlgut&wLaaguaMM

at Ann Arbor, Mlchlvan.

: On beptember 1, 195& “Confidential’ InnOPrant
Detroit T-3, a state agency which conducts security type
investigations, advised GENEVIEVE’ ORRATN§<NOWACKI was a member
of the Labor Youth League in 1950, ) =
e,
ARG

TRt T O,
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DE 100-20080

On May 21, 1953, T-3 advised that HASKELL
D TﬂSWBAV was a Labor Youth Leaﬂue member in 1953, ‘"““““‘“P
e A,

Confidential Informant Detroit T—?, who nas
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on April 2,
1955, that BOLZA BAXTER had been in contact with DOROTHY MAC KAY
in regard to having the Subject appear on a local television
program, Further BAXTER indicated he wanted to furnish MAC KAY
with additional instructions regarding the concert.

T-3 advised on April L, 1955, that all money ' i
collected on the sale of tickets for the concert by Labor Youth
League members was to be turned over to BOLZA BAXTER, Michigan
State Chairman of the Labor Youth League.

On April 12, 1955, Confidential Informant
Detroit T-5, who furnished reliable information in the past,
stated that ESTHER SHAPIRO was making arrangements to have the
Sub ject give a concert at Ann Arbor, Mlchloan, in either
September or October, 1955,

STEVE SCHEMANSKE, a former member of District
7, CP, from 194l. to 1953, who has testlfl in the Detroit Smith
Act trlals in 1953, has identified ES”F[LP SHAPIRO as a long-time

Q\ZPI memberm;mtn /??;ﬂ,/}

On Aprll 1b 1955, Confidential Informant
Detroit T-6, who has furnished reliable information in the past,
advised that at a meeting of the Billy Allan Defense Committee
held at 3265 Pingree on April 8, 1955, ALLAN stated that the
Subject was an o0ld friend ofhis whanhe has known for many years,

. WILLIAM ALLAN, with aliases, was convicted o
for violation of the Smith Act at Detroit in February, 1954, |

T-1 advised on April 28, 1955, that he had
been informed at Labor Youth League headquarters that the Subject .
would come back to Detroit around November, 1955, ' . }

- RUC -




FD-216
DE 100-20080
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
Date of Activity Agent to  File Number
Identity And/or Description Date whom where
of Source ' of Information Receivgd Furnighed . Located
pa1 LYL - 3/17/55 JOHN A. FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) ~ LELWICA
| - L/2l/55 -~ y/e8/55 " FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
T-2 . DOROTHY MAC KAY, li/20/53 JOHN R. 100-19683-43
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) © LYL member _ COOPER . _
T-3 | GENEVIEVE LORRATNE 9/1/5l.  JOHN R. 100-18298-1300
WOWACKI, LYL ' NORPEL &
V7Y - (D). member R - JOHN A.
_. |[FOIA(b){7) - (D) o S ELWICA |
HASKELL 5/21/53 IRVING R. FOIA(b)(7) - (D)
ROTHSTEIN, LYL ANDERSON
member -
IYL act1v1ty re /M/SS JOHN A. 100-20080-15
concert LELWICA .
-l - l/2/s8  l/2/55
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) - .
T-5 k/12/55 4/12/55
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | o o |
T-6 L/8/55 u/lu/ss JOHN E. | FOIA(b)(7)- (D)
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) - . KING

REFERENCE

Report of SA MILLER R. WEEDA, Detroit, dated
June 13, 1951. : '

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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' " STANDARD FORM No, 64 IR ] . ) oabd En R. "ﬁ
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A C @ : ! = ! '
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e K
\.;3" o d / ,\,\'\— ' ¢ . I. . :
OﬁicewMemo;ew 4772 « UNITED ST’ ‘VERNMENT

cLA. -
TO i DIRECTOR, FBI (&

ﬁ!;v_:‘,»gg:e DATE: April 6, 1955
) F% SAC, WFO (105-23658) S ’
/ . %
) @

./ suBjEcT:  PETER SEEGER, wase, - ;" cf?’ {// ,,/ -
| S¥=C ‘ A [
00: NEW YORK S TN

0,

- efe Deebel

on 3/2/55.
/| [should be described -
%g{’ as oné who 15 in a position To furnish accurate information P
~ and has furnished reliable information in the past, and his.
information should be appropriately paraphrased and protected
by a T symbol), advised SA PETER J. MURPHY, JR., that the
Hungarian Legation in Washington, D, C., had ordered 500 . |
invitations for a reception to be-held at the Hungarian Legation
on i/L4/55, and }00 invitations for a reception to be held at . .
the Legation on li/2/55, both in "celebration of the tenth " !
anniversary of the liberation of Hungary by the. Soviet Army.,”

on 3/15/55, |

| | (who should alsoc be protected by &
T symbol, and who should be described as one who is in a position
to furnish accurate information and has furnished reliable '

~ information in the past) advised SA JAMES L., STARTZELL that L
catering service had.been requésted at the Hungarian Legation on ig/

[FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

the evening of L/2/55, for approximately 200 individuals who were
described as being, from the "Hungarian colony.," ' Catering service
was also requested on the evening of li/I1/55, for approximatly .
300 individuals described. as diplomatic personnel., S

“on 3/12/55, | .

| (Wh-.ose L . .

identity must be very carefully protected and whose information - o

should be paraphrased), advised SA CHARLES B. TEBBS that several _ ‘
hundred letters of uniform size and shape had been mailed on that

date with the return address of the Hungarian Legation, Wash-

ington, D. C. An anonymous source of known rd iability noted that |

one of the above.letters contained a printed invitation to , |

the following effect, "In celebration of. the tenth anniversary i

of the liberation of Hungary by the Soviet Army, the Minister of the

, Hungarian People?s Republic and Madame SZARKA request thqqnonor‘

%Jfof the company of T 1 at a reception on ﬁbﬁd&wﬁﬁ@g
N the lith of April from seven to nine olclock at the Lsgation, "

(It is presumed that a portion of‘the-letters.issugd(inviﬁqﬁipn§“

¥

. L Yo, .
JLS :DLS | "FOORDED-6 /DO = D J0F I E o
(€) /rkp // - ,CJ | 5{{1?3;g»£2.éf

2 -New York (100-83801)(RM) ,\nEXED-16 | y
- =l \ND 8 APR 111955 . .4
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WFQ 105-23658

to the receptiom on ﬁ/2/55, ratiner than oﬁAh/h/55.}

Ong pof the above-menticned uniform letters was addressed to MR.

- and MRS. PETEXSEEGER, Box L5652, Beacon, New York, SEEGER appears to be

identical wifth“the subjecte The original documentation in this regard appears

~in WFO file 105-4649~Sub B.

The indices of the WFO reflect that the subject is or has been

~the subject of an investigation in the New York Division.

The above is furnished for information and any action deemed
advisable. Any further indication that the subject actually attended
the reception will be promptly furnished the Bureau and interested offices. -
RUC. -
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Oﬁice Memarm
sge.a0o T4 5

TO(: : Director, FBI 6l09~3?@932%~ DATE: 2/5/55
i F‘i%M : SAC, New York (100-83801) '

/ ,C@{ECT PMERQEEGWR, was | ,
-7 |

5 / .' "

e’ it
e Y

)

i - CEOTA Ho b £ F o — (fB b e m e o

Attached hereto are six copies to the Bureau,
2 copies to Chicago, 2 copies to Detroit, 2 copies to
Los .Angeles and 2 copies to WFO of amendsd page 11,
paragraph 2 of the report of ‘SA JOHN J. CONNOLLY,
dated 3/28/51 at NY, entitled, "PETER SEEGER, wasj; SM-C,"

T

R

av
It should be noted that the word "reliability®
has been changed to"unreliability."
These pages are to replace the original in ‘the
above report.
NY copies have been corrected.
o /
. Enes. )
el il
1 - Chicago (Enc. 2)(RM)
1 - Detroit (Enc. 2)(RM)
1 - Los Angeles (Enc. 2)(RM)
1 - Washington Field (Enc. 2)(RM)
1 - NY 100-94014-Sudb A
75 408
AN
N &M‘
% e A Ao ]
E Y = 1085
s¥" S e
AN 21 FER © 1958 g
CIS:EAF/EMQ Ceadig &
| 167 §
Y ) 1 i { . e .
9 o3 SE\M\R 11-185% 2
Nw? 12818 Docid: 59170997 Page 103 F-
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‘ _ . | e o Mr. Belmont

TR : Mr. Glascock
S ‘ Mr. Pettit -

200-200845 = .
Dates Harch 4, 1858

9/ \ Te: - District .‘Ei“reeﬁsr ‘ ,
. ‘ , Immnigretion ond Heturclization Service
~ - 70 Columbus Lvenue ,
i Hew York 23, Hew Yobk
Frome  John Bdgar Hoover, Director
, Federal Bureaw of Investigation
Subject: PETEL SEBGER

' SECURITY HATIEE - C L

.. Beference 35 made to report of Special Agent
John J, Gonnolly dated Yarch £8, 1951, at Wew York.
. Page eleven, paragiraphs two end four mention
o information obtained from Confidential Inforaont T=18, -
- This informant i | FOIA(b)(7)-(D)ﬁ;wha.isnew of knouwn
D unreiiability. You may destre to chenge your copy of
| this report, : D o _

! |
f B@LP:sfd, /] o ‘

- =y CCORDED-8 ) 5. 200 §YS -««%/f

, e T
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Mohr ) ! : .
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
Sizoo
Winterrowd _____
Tele, Room ___
Holloman _____
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i Mr., Belmont

, i o J ' Ur. Glascock
¥r. Adraando-dvwGirolamo Mr. Pettit
Chief | . Hareh 4, 1955

&eaarda ddministration Branch
ﬂire,et“ar, FBI
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SECURITY MATTER - @
FBI File 1@9»99@:3545

Bepevence is mode o repam} of Special Agent
John J. aanml}?y dated Mareh 28, 1951, st Hew York,

_ Fag@ eleven, paragmpk@ two smcx ,fmsr mentian
information obit ined f’mm Ganfz entiel Informant T-18,

This informant is FOTA(b) ( who 18 now of &Enown
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STANDARD FORM NO, 84

FD=122

d - . - ~ (5-11-53)
07ﬁ€6 Memo, mz um e UNITET ) GOVERNMENT |
TO Director, FBI (100-200Qh5) ' DATE=11/12/5H
ngﬁf : 'SAC, New York (100-83801)
SUBJECT : PETER SEEGER
. ‘ ~ SM-C
.8
ph |
ard UT.D
ﬂ=z¢-6¢-¢md .
_— It is recommended that a Security Index Card.’ be preoared on the
above-captioned individual, _ “ :
| X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should he
changed as follows: (Spe01fy change only)
NAME | >
ALIASES e
[~
e _ R =
e W ey
[ (f } RN
. i 1]
! “ (A <& o
. . pre . wad
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED _ ALTIEN SRR > =
: - LT . 2 &
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY_ INDEPENDENTDSOCIALIST
R, : : : ; JLEAGUF
 MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) _ = B
TAB FOR DETCOM | TAB FOR COMSAB_ _ RACE. SEXi
4, DATE OF BIRTH } __ PLACE OF BIRTH
%ﬁ% — 5 T - -
w’_,,,e

VA

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and addr:ess)
Community School, 285 E 11th St,, NY,NY, & Columbia University?l‘-

Teacher, Dov

ntown

Weavers, A Professionalj?inging Quartette which Periodically tours
Sections of U,S, C
KEY FACILITY DATA:

GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCE NUMBER

IN’I'ERESTED AGENCIES

 RESPONSIBILIT Yo -~

'ﬁfﬁféb
. _ X A\/ﬁ\ r:«f;\v ©
) ‘. Ldﬁh"*\rlr\_:n .
T TR RN
RESIDENCE ADDRESS I \7,_‘9 1952
D ."’:,*‘ . \v‘. ) ‘.'!-’,; ) ;:\
oOWER O
NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 106
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Oﬂic (A Memm Cricy

Dlrector, FRI (100-2008459
}Mo > C, New York (100-83801)

SUBJECT: PETER SEEGER, was
SM-C

above-captioned individual.

jmmnn.u C - ‘{ T e ’ —t ‘ FD-]122°

T (1-2-51)
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: 10/19/53

Card 1158,
/7-57.8" $—7¢\_,

It is recommended that a Security Inde£ Card be prepared on the

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be

changed as follows: (Specify change only)

ALIASES

)

| _

{ NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED

-~ COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
MISCELIANEOUS (Specify)

ALIEN

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

TAB FOR DETCOM - TAB FOR COMSAB

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH

BUSINESS ADDHESS (Show name of employing concern and address)

RACE SEX

kd-d:ﬁ'i‘b‘n‘al——"{rhe@ggavers" a professional singine aquartette which nerindicslly tours

sections of U Siy¥ur

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List)

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

//49 - AL e

TJK : BMM

- NW: 12819 Doct‘@?%@% 9?%i§a§e”'107

| Z
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(‘(W SUBJECT: 'PETER@EEGER

i

e e o i et e e e e i i i

-1 - NY 100-83801% %

N

STANDARD FORM NO 84

Ojﬁce Mem, C',/zd%m UNITED

Director, FBI

FrRoM { SAC, New York FOIA( K7)-(Dy

SECURITY MATTER - C

SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM
NEW YORK DIVISION

™  Rebulet 14/9/53.

PETER SEEGER was interviewed on 5/
EISELE and SA TRENWITH S. BASFORD at Dutche

P. M,

o' G

DATE:

T

N}

OVERNMENT

_5/21/53

HEINZ H.

ction, NY. mhé
interview was started at 12:40 P,M, and was terminated at 12:45

‘ At the time of the interview the subject was alone and in
& small truck that was owned by him, He was interviewed approxi-
‘mately one mile from his home shortly after he had left his child
out of the truck to attend the school at Dutchess Junction.

The agents identified themselves to SEEGER and he immedi-
-ately invited them to his home. This invitation was refused and
the' purpose of the interview was stated to Mr. SEEGER.
immediately stated "I think I had jus$§ggxtqgm£g£msay anything 0
Shortly thereafter SEEGER again repeated that statement &nd indi-
cated through his actions that he.considered. the interview to be

e TP N i)

terminated, He thereupon drove away in his,

SR A AT 2 T 5

trucko

SEEGER

During the interview SEhGER was courteous to the agents
~at all times, When first contacted his attitude..towards the

agents was qulte cordial. when the purpose of the interview was
stated Hi§ manner became ..reserved but he continued to .be..courteous,
At no time during the interview did ¢ SEEGER Tose his composure or

appear to'be uncertain or confused,

.

s R A L e T s

R T LA P,

e

No further actiongkgmggntemplﬁxed by the NY Division°

‘Q’, L f: B 5"' 4)»
.)(\
e

m@ 3 j& g 4 1853
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- /f’ ' | ) B A . FD-122

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ~ ) cA ( 5-11~ 53 )

OJﬁce Memomndum f' UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN’I“

o Director, FBI (100-2008L5) DATE: 12-15-5l

SAC, New York (100-83801)

i - Cand T, 2
SUBJECT: PETERSEEGER /,,) . ST
SM~C -
Y e It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
/jf,ﬂ*»/ U -
/.;’f : above—captloned individual. LR
i } . 02 il
: X The Securlty Index Card on the captioned individual should be {L;'i
| changed as follows. (Specify change only) R =
| ' _ ' , . | oy
ALIASES | ' S S
' i
N
‘ - . . . . -
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED _ - ALIEN
COMMUNIST _SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR COMSAB RACE . SEX
DATE OF BIRTH - ' » PLACE OF BIRTH e
?g*‘/’?;fﬁ BLzINE‘SS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern end address) . v‘
"DD:‘\QInstI’uctor of Music, Metropolitan School Of Music )

18 West Thth Street, New York City

KEY FACILITY DATA:

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER  RESPONSIBILITY
‘INTERESTED AGENCIES o W2 o)ﬁﬂﬁ/ﬁw

RESIDENCE ADDRESS , 3 NOT RECORDED
’ | 29 DEC 16 1954
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BAC; New York Mareh 31, 1952

Director, FBI  (100-384365)

- FRED HELLERMANW ~

SECURITY MATTER - ©

Remylet October 5, 1951, f

~ Enclosed herewith ars four photographic , _
coples of a newspaper artlcle which appeared in the Miami
Dally Hewsf Miaml, Florida, on February 27, 1952. This
article reflects that three members of "The Weavers,"
a professlional singing troupe, were charged by a "former
FBI undercover Agent" as being Communists and the fourth
menber of the troupe was alleged to have been a former G
member of the Communist Party. Accordging to the artlcle {E
the members of "The Weavers" are Pete Seeger, Lee Hays,

Ronnie Gilbert and Fred Hglterman. b
, By relet you were referred to the report of B A
Special Agent John J. Connolly, dated March 28, 1951, =
at New Y@rkg entitled "Peter Beeger, was., Security , Py
Hatter - C," which reflected that Peter Seeger, a Securlity |
Index card subject, was singing with a quartet known as J

"The Weavers." According to this report the other members Py
of "The Weavers™ were Lee Hays, Ronnie Glilbert and Fred -
Hellerman, You were requested by relet to conduet security'.
inveatigations concerning Hays, Gilbert and Hellerman. !

four attention 1s called to the fact that the
afore-mentioned Halterman and Hellerman may possibly be
the seme individual, Therefore, in the course of your .
investigation you should attempt to reconcile this matyer,
. P v
In the event Hellerman and Halterman are two'
different indlividuals who have been members of "The ‘

ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN /I

Veavers" separate securlty investigations should be con-
dueted. E )
Enclosure
S — , - | /
s Lw,,wgggiie ioo.33u%6g & 'gﬁwwW*
e +1e 100-200845 TR UST
I ~ Bufile 100-345986 ?/mﬁ@ “mfig i,?__f-’ 7
Tracy NOT RECORDED :
N Wl:ieis | - 82 APR 5 1952
— Bk , ' |
NW-12819 D d;59179§97ﬁPage 110 T e
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'SINGERS ACCUSED AS REDS

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 27—Three members of
“The Weavers”, a professional singing troupe, (above)
were charged by a former FBL undercover agent as
being Communists. The accused are Miss Ronnie Gilb-
ert. (in foreground)., Pete Seeger. (lefti. and Fred
Halterman, (right). The agent charged that the fourth
member of the troupe, Lee Havs, (center), formerly
was a Communist and was a tormer editor of the
Philadelphia edition of the Daily Worker....P Wire-

pholo.. ‘

MIAMI, FLORIDA
FIBRUARY 27, 1952

vr P g
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GTANDARD FORM NO§ 64 ) . "’/‘*‘\ oL

2%

SUBJECT: PETER SEEGER

w

O]ﬁw .Memomndzmz o UNITE _GOVERNMENT

TO :,' Dlrector, FBI ’ S pATE:S/8/53

SAC, Ngg York_ FOIA(b) (7] - (D) | - GIGI0

sM-¢c . - ¢

" SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM
NEW YORK DIVISION

Rebulet 4/9/53. 597 @4) 63{“‘/5 /

‘SEEGER has not been’ interv:.ewed at the preScnt time.
It is to "be noted that he is ‘a musician and a member of the
Weavers, a well known musical quarteto 'This group travels

extensively .and, as a result, SEEGER is often away from his

| TSB:MMcP ’3@(\% | e

NW: 13@%@ §g195%7 Page 112

home- for extended perlods. ‘SEEGER" has not been contacted to

,,,,,

T e

, It is ant1c1pated that he will be contacted within
the next 30 dayso ‘




Y v:' '

L : 3§
i g H e

SAC, New York| romai) (1) - )

Director, FBI

: .@® }%;Q:r AT '
& P{‘&T‘%& spf*?géaw Qﬂ,
SEGURITY MATTER ~ O

,  SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM
é/ﬁ ¥EW YORKE DIVISION

/ , . >_ . : 5 N (\;‘\Ko ’
| Reurlet April 2, 1953, Qy\’
| Authority is granted to contaet subject in
aeeordance with the plan outlined on rage two of your
letter. In eonducting this interview, you should be
guided by 8xlsting Bureau instructions relating to
interviews with security subjects, Advise Buresu reo-
sults. ‘ ' _
. If %the sbove interview cannot be conducted
within thirty days, the Bureau should he furnished the
- reason why the centact has not been made and when you ‘
anticipate conducting the interview, |
i
GFM:fg oy '
)
| t‘ |
Tolson .
;?::ols /@
Belmont (1.
Clegg o
T — Md@g%@’
Rosen ' . )
Tracy . D " "‘J 4 . ) w . ) &;
- Laughlin fond ,j . 5 3 & ‘,‘pﬁi 5
:‘i’:trerrowd_____ ' 4 \ é\\ é 0& ?ﬂ‘? ’ /A%/a% f i ¥
. Tele. Rm. - A?I. :[ u Q ) ‘l/cl . i i gy
' Holloman . : . "4 {:‘ . I " ' “%Wv
[ ,@ Ez -‘* Afg 9% 9 ;gﬁ“%l L | €
NW-—128T9 Doéhd:'591M)997 Page 113 Doy r . )
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r s “ANDARD FURM NO. 64

Oﬁice Memsrandum

é;ro : Director, FBIL

@§$ROM : SAC, Vew York FOTA(B) (7) - (D)

SUBJECT: PETERé%EEGER wagﬁ
PeteYSeeger, Pete~Bowers
SECURITY MATTER - C-
SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM

NEW YORK DIVISION

DATE:l4/2/53

Background
/ﬁgé_ w~"r“GER was born 5/3/19.in.NY, VY He married
EILEENXTS lgtHTA whose father is Japanese, in 1943. He is

Kbt it Zoae b M
8 member of the aucasian race and Z gniﬁed States citizen,

SEEGER atteéndec
from 1936 to 1938 but ‘Was not graduated

e e A T R Gl T S

entengd “fhe.United States Army in 1942,

in 194~Mand in 1946 was one of .the.organizers of
Inc. He has served as Ed to;,}Exeoutlve Ch

TR AT A R R i

Director prior to the dﬁssolution of the “company”

arvard University, Cembridge, Mass.,

. He organized the

Almanac Slngers {n._about,. "T80"and was the leader until he
He was discharged

successor to that company is the Peoplés—Artists Company, 799
Broadway and the personnel of that company is reported to be

T

{ about the same as the personnelwa”theMPeoples ‘Songsy Inc,

| SEEGER is not known “8pecifically TO b€ associated w1tn Peoples

Songs, Inc.

gy j LSEEGER is a member of the Weavers
? that specializes in Folk Songs and 1is p
& most popular of..the Decca.recordings.

pe

s! a musical quartet

resentlx among the
The Weavers

2 been very

SES PR e

§

popular and have traveled extensively i1 in the United States and

A R TR

)
S ﬁ?‘ spend & large part”of“tﬁemﬁl””“ﬂon Tour™
N

§§§ New York.

5\4\ .
- Communist Party Activity

W

Employees and off&cers of Peoples Songs; Inc.

[ 4

SEEGER &and his wife presently live on route 9

Beacon,

Peoples Artists, Inc»;’ang neportedmxo be Communistg oripro-~

Communistsu. ‘The organf%ation of\?eoples Songs tog

an active

part in. the campaign ofy the Byogressive Party in 19,8 and
SEEGER entertainedeatémeetlngs og%the Progressive Jparty,

R AR

PeoplesgSongs hes:been reporﬁ%dhto have

AT R

front groups a§5”Communist sponsored schools and through that

group«SEEGER a8 supplled a8 an instruct

UCEOEL o tHeTe L

adC it vl e

R R

erson

School St Sociai}Sciences. He has also been an instructor

in thé‘school\for Political Action, Was

COPIES DESTROYEDEH_'»Q’:& ﬁ/ﬁ?j‘ RECORDED - 149

TSB:CXD

iy ol b il 1L«/

0-B38o1 . {APRE
NW: 12815 Toeld 59170997 Page 114  INDEXED - ﬂ%xﬁ@ %

,Peoples Songs,
d Nationmal™
"in 194 9. The

n active in Communist

N o L
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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Pl

Letter to Director ‘
T oA - D)

The Almanac bingers composed sengs, that were
American, for the Amenacaaneace@Mobolizat;gg rat plcketed
the WHTts"House in 1941. The Weavers have appeared before
numerouq,pngmgommunlg&wgggwgggmunlst front groups--and have
also g&ntertained at "closed meeting¢mw%£mCommunist Party
functionaries, In 1951_,  _Was }wglmﬁtain &Qggmgﬂwg Juee ting
of the Hollywood #rts,, :

2NCe ons Council “in .
Los Angles, California. ‘He has been closely associated w1thj

Sentbuomr s r
=

known_Communists.. andwlnwl945mwas@kngwn to be a member of the

x-"wcqutm

Communist Party. puis Bl -

AR I

Plan of gggroach

SEEGER spends the maJor portion of his time away from his
home on tour with the Weavers. He lives in a rural area. 7
It is anticipated that he will be contacted after he
leaves his home for shopping or other purposes in Beacon, NY.
A survelllance can _be_conducted..in Beacon,..NY, on route 9D at
a long.-distance from his house during a period when he is at
his home. : ®

Bureau authority is requested to interview the subJect
under the informant program.

- NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 115
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\ (1-2-51),

Oﬁice Memomndum s UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI (1’00-20082;5) ‘ DATE: h/3/53
FROM&(V’ SAC, ;Bw York - (100-83801)

SUBJECT: PETER SEEGER was; ,ﬁ

S.M. - C 5{0/

@’;}/
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual,

The Securlty Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows: (Specify change only) .

ﬁ NAME
| ALIASES

NATIVE BORN  NATURALIZED ALTEN - . |

- {“’},,

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOC«IALIS’I':i LEAGUE

U‘)

[ b

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) '

~
\‘

<SR ¢

e i

SRR (D

‘TAB FOR DETCOM " . - TAB FOR COMSAB "~ RACE

1103

DATE OF BIRTH . PLACE OF BIRTH

hid [ —
) V.. g

N

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) |

‘Teacher -~ Déwntown Community School, 285 E. 11th Street, New York, New York

e

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List)

RESIDENCE ADDREGS | ‘ 4 it oy (L [
. /’ﬁ’y =W = B A

B 2t I VEVPEINPIPY PPy Y

P R Iy e e et T

" ) . . 20 1 [
HHE:LJR - ~. APR| 6 ‘1953

"“r:&.....

e

remserporyed)
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Divsctory FBL \ (100-200845). 5.
, RECORDED-136
P

PUTER BUECER A
sﬁmmﬁy MATRR - EEEKB@

Reurlet dated HMarch 17, 1952, captionsed "Pster
Seegor, Ronnie Gilbert, Frod Hellerman, Lee Hayes,
tThe Weavers,! BM - 0"

For your information in thls imtter, thers is
attached the report of HSpecial Agent Johin J. Connolly
dated Mavrch 28, 1951, at Now York.

Peter Sceger is prosently included in the 3Jecurity
Index and Ronnile Gilbert; Fred Hollerman end Lee Hays ayd
the subjects of security investigations in tho New York 0ffice.

N A copy of veferenced letter is belang forwarded to the
Hew ”ﬁi‘gﬁk Office along with a copy of this memorandum.
7

-gmim |
ce - NewYork (100-83801) (E{}&SWG)
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ﬂ‘ Wmn\xm FORM NO, S«l 730 ’i —_—

Oﬁiw Memommdzzm ' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI DATE: 3/17/52
FROM (WEAC Gnaha (@5550)
- il
SUBECT: PRTEN-SHEGER, RONNIEOILBERT, -
FRED“HELLFRMAN, LEE TAYES' ~ ﬁ/!f
WTHE WEAVERSM
UG

Mr, FRANK FOGARTY, Manager of Radio and Television Station WOV s

- Omaha, who is a contact of th:.s office and a personal friend of long-
standing, has informed me that he received a letter from the local

post of the American Legion adv:.s:.ng him that the above~named individuals
are affiliated with Communist groupso The ‘American Legion requested that
they be removed from the W' programs.. Mr, FOGARTY states that the
above individuals have made numerous folk music records and also make
live broadcasts from radio stations throughout the country under the
trade name "The Weavers," Their recorded program is carried on Wi,

He stated that the American Legion gave no indication as to the source
of their information, or whether it was merely a rumor, . He desires

to discontinue their program if there is any substantial evidence to
indicate that these persons are Communist affiliated,

: It is requested that the Bureau advise this office as to
any information which may appear in the Bu.reau's files indicating that
this group is Communist affiliated, , N

AN

JID:EM

.AJ/ s r';‘,,i,-:,";’w«#%f&j
% 4R
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9;ﬁ&*FEBERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION -

Division Four -

1951

Mr. Schmidt, 5720
Mr. Donohue, 1704
Fugitive Desk, 5728

1,,,1?@ gon, 5744
Mr. Ladd, 5734

Mr. Clegg, 5256 ___Lab. Night Sup'r.
Mr. Glavip, 5517 Movement Section, 5266
¥ oo, 7625 —— Leave Clerk, 4539

,5{ ~ Belmont, 1742 Reading Room, 5531
Mr. Nichols, 5640 —  Mail Room-, 5533
Mr. Rosen, 5706 og#fiz Unit, 4642
Mr. Tracy, 4130 IB 2Tdent., 41281IB

— - Mr. McGuire, 5640

Miss Gandy, 5633

" Teletype Unit
- ‘Room 5644, Ext. 687

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 119



ALMANAC alfv{u‘i.z{t‘s -ﬁrﬂ.[{?d PRICR TV ’?’G RLD mp TEO E’Uﬁ?LJ'C’F'ED "SONGS Fﬂff‘;’?'&f’&’ ‘

Ry

PICKET LINES, ETC. THE "PEOPLE'S SONGS BULLETIN,™ P‘zmm.sma BY /4 ‘é‘; p
PEOPLE'S SOHGS, FOR JULY AND AUGUST, NINETEEN F&zef;y-m:; #r, LISTE é a
SEEGLR AS CHAIRMAN OF TZE ORGANIZATION. WINETEZN FORPTSEIGHT REPGRT - ).
CALIFORNTA COMMITTEE UN-AMERICAV AC‘TIE’IE’IES, PAGR THR *f'*ﬁ—rmgg T@,fg"é{éﬁ.
PESPLE'S :‘% gﬁ WBHCORPORATED, AS COMMUNIST FRONT JI?{}ME@ 'T',??gg; f?z rposT ] ;

C st -
STATED, u@m ’t{ﬁsﬁ;f@ ﬂgﬁg?@%?ﬁ PEOPLE'S SOHGS, IIJGGE%??A@D ~MLO£? ;”

L)

- : AUGUSI’ ln), 1951 URGENT . ’}
s ;MC* ‘.'_,M!E_Z;g_m);, - ol L

- SR _ e T
ZQ]I TELEF”(M]"*’ CALL TO!}".‘" E’PG&{ AbSI STANT DIRECTOR NI f?ﬁfGLs:s OFFICE 7O Y 052:‘ k
0F I"IC’E coH 'EBfJIJVCr GOVERY (el u!ilﬂé?";z.' AND MUSI CA, L TEAY - (’:’El’iﬁfj TEE %és!&b’ﬁ}%u'_’_
CONS S‘.’Z’ﬂf 01’ P “”“"R Sﬁ%’@ig!ﬁ, FRED~-HELLERHAT, LEE BAYS ARD ROWNIE GILBERT.|

PUELIC SOURCE DATA FOLLOWS: IN TESTIFYING REFORE HOUSE COMMITTEE {Uﬁfe—

<

. . - . . L f . ‘5
AMERICAN ACTIVIDIES JULY TYENTY-OWNE NINETEEN FORTY-SEVEN, WALTER Sg‘:‘
STEELE RER KRED TO GROUP XNOWK A5 PF'{}FI;Z?"‘ rs -‘1’{??”'}-5‘ s A f’"O RPOEA TED NE (’?

. ) . , 3
YORE CIFY JA@" FARY i"f?fl’ }2‘*”}’-@—"?5*!#}&? ET.EM@ & 0312"?’- g‘I"X ARD ALLW??‘ D IT HA D

INJECTED ITSELF INTO COMMUNIST FRONTS AN D COMMUNIST f:z,zfuow,, PETER
4

o o
SEEGER 15 7D L E HA Y«; FERE LISI E& r ANONG THE .Z?IEE”GTORS .flf‘a"ﬂ INCORF ’?RA’?E P o Wi
STEELE 2”!1’2"1‘;’ i Fﬂf);’LE v ;S‘ »Ji’f&,, ﬁ‘%” TARE :7 ro RE Sff?‘fs;’{}j ¥ DESCEN f‘h'}r'? F n‘G&- LR 4

)

WORLERS." ALMANAC SINCERS FURNISHED SOWGS USED ISY-"‘"UC"? c’*zw: ’?;;;Isf’%i:x«wy@

AS THR AHERICAN STUDENT UNION, AMERICaw z’a B LOLI;;IH%,E’IO& AND :*'0 FU ‘..T

{ L

ACCGRDING TO SPEELE. "THS WORKER," EAST COAST comszm ' WBWSPAPEE,

534"‘&

ON MARCH THIRTY-ONE NIRETEEN FORTY=-FIVE, BEFL ECTED PE TE?? SEE Gi?“i@ AE&’C% ey

):."1

P Rl

THOSE WHO FOUNPED PEOPLE'S 308GS, ﬂfmszTP 5D AS zi!% Ip}G B.E}Ei?»’ O‘QGAJIW&

.ﬂ-*—a:.(,

O HAKE ‘,"Dﬁév-’g‘f;’ AVAILABLE FOR ENTERTAITNMEN T AT "P}%’(}GRLU z’: " AFFAIRS,

P

COMHUNT ST PARTY LII‘J' B cose ", NEW YORK *OZ&LD ’"ELZ, GRAM, SJTEEIE WE’

W Lo Ly g




SAC, CLEVELAHD AUGUST 15, 151 4 \

" THENTY=FIVE Iu’I;JE”’EﬁH FORTY=EIX (‘ARHIEU ARTICLE BY F‘?ED&F’ICK WDLTHAPJ

: }
MASSESY OVER Tfu. NL"V YURK C’.LTY OFTJLD RADIO STATION %uVFC EVERY MQA’:{;;DAY

Tolson

ladd

Clegg,
Glavin

mcholu

Rosen,

Tracy,
Harbo

Belmont,
Mohr,
Tele. Ro m__

Heasg

-\r»

‘ JFF.!'F&’QJN SEf’TIOW, COMMUNIST PARTT, iJFW YOk STATL, MRC’H T!}IEBTY-.J?-TE :

@IE‘JETE@_N I’ORTYn IX AT THO HAUG.@T ONE Z?EST uE}VE}’e’TY-SECOND SI'HEET,

| AT THE cefbig W&*’B??A ANNEX, FORTY EAS Em«,w TH oTPF 5T, KEW Yufi& o.r:z”r,

mnNSN- 12819 DOCId 59170997 Page 121/] ,L( ( Q\«L;“/ _ | |

THAT. SEJGDR /L“.'n (‘1 HEBES - CO?JVECT!:,D WI'PH P.IJOPL’"”“ SGI*JGS, IIVCOF??’ORAT&:A

"4 COMMUNIST MU&ICAL TROUPE” 871.5?2: ﬁL.LII‘Irr "CLASS 3’7“"“[/:’}!"‘,[.P TO THE fc\, o

NIGHT. HOLTMAN ASSERTED PSOPLE'S SONGS, INCORPGRATED, HAD F!i?fﬂ'é‘j‘i"
SOHNGS FOR TEE »euwwz'mf PARTY MAY _zmy PARADE. 45 OF ‘JUZ&TE I}”"EEH

WINETEEW FIFTY PATE’R SEEGER WAS Srmmﬂ ¥ITH QUARTET .Horm A‘S TP

"ﬁEAV/_.RS" QLLE@LDLY A;J OU['G*RO*{TH GF THE AL"JA[M(? SI[JGI;EU H‘Z(‘n 724».3 _
ACTIVE DURING THE . PBOG;@ESSIVE PAQTY CAHPAIGH Im’ NINE TEEN -"zPTYaﬂIGM”. J
LATTE’R GROUP JAK G AQ"PHOGRESSIVL FPARTT CO:JV"F?JT!UN FA.Z'LADELP&Z'A z;Ly}J ’

LATER AT RALLIES AD MEETINGS DURING CANPAIGH » 'ACCORDING T0 camz,oa | ,”)

'.JEII'FEPS C‘I’-?OOL oF SOUIAL S(’ILNC'E FALL. ‘"",’%}J, ffIfsz”I’EEJ‘i FOPTY—SIX, SEBCGER

LISTED AMONG IEW LL’C”TU;@LRS’ DE ‘(’EIBF’D Ag EJATI ONAL DII? (’TL:B ar Di? QPLF‘ 'S
QOHGS, IN'C"USPD A i’bD. JE'PFERSOI&I "‘( XOO0L OF SOCI#L C‘IENCE LISTID FY
ATTORKEY WE?JEML ﬂS SUPFL‘FSIVL OPGAHIZATIO ' "JD‘AILY ’YGRKE’E, ", &J’R'Ch

g /ﬁ,“aTY-ﬁII:‘vE HiI‘JLTE “?"O "’TY-SIX I"iFuF('f D SE’E’("M» SC’!IEDULED g l’ﬁ?"‘ﬁ

4‘
v
t

TA ﬁ[ AT SZII"’“P FJLL') BY: T}!E C'OM{INITY C‘LUF IVUMBFR Tvo, TbORMu

NEW TORE s [T v"’m»mﬁowﬁx ﬂ,R, " MAY THEHTY -3 r)wz wwgmm FOBTY«SIX
T OF JUSTICE
1N DI GAT BB RS Wiwz.m PO ENTERTAIN AT sz:fmm' mwgﬁu‘ c,.,& HELD

TELETYPE




' INCORPORATED. SEEGER WAS FLATURED AMONG THE LNTERTAINERS TO APPEAR

p e P ) —~
i; ~ i _
SAC, CLEVELAND =~ PAGE THREE AUGUST 15, 1951

MAY FIVE NINETEEN FORTY=-SIX. CONFERENCE UNDER SPOSORSHIP OF THE
AMZRICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY WilCH DECLARED SUBVERSIVE BY ATTORNEY
GENERAL. "DAILY WOSKER" MAY ONE NINETEEN FORTY-SIX CONTAINED WAY DAY
GREETINGS FROM THE *DISC COMPAWY OF AMERICA, OFFICIAL FRODUCERS OF
USSR EECORDS." IT WAS INDICATED I THIS ADVERTISEMENT THAT PETER
SEEGER WAS A RECORDING ARTIST OF Tk DISC COMPANY OF AMERICA. "DAILY
WORKER" SEPTEMDER FIVE NINETEEN FORTY-SIX ADVISED THAT ENTERTAINMENT
JAS TO TAKE PLACE, ON SEPTEMEER FIFTEGN NINETEEN FORTY-SIX AT TOWN HALL
SPONSORED BY THE CIVIL RIGHFS CONGRESS AND STAGED BY PEOPLE'S SONGS,

0N TEE PROGRAM. "DAILY WORKER," APRIL TWENTY=EIGHT NINETERY FORTY-
NINE AUNOUNCED THAT PETE SEEGER, FRED HELLERMAN, LEE HAYS AND OTHERS
PLANNED A SHOY KNOWN AS "WOY IS THE TINE " Ii HONOR OF TEE fwz,m
IHDICTED COMMUNIST LEADERS AT TEE PANEL ROOH, 'TfszTEE}'»f'A;szfgzg PLACE,
WEW YORX CITY, Od APRIL FEIRTY NINETEEN FORTY-NINE IMEMM;EIJ?

FOLLOWING THE MAY DAY PARADE. INDIVIDUALS WHO TOOK PART IN THE MAY DAY

PARADE WERE INVITED T0 ATTEND. "DAILY WORKER" MAY FIVE NIWETEEN FORTY-
NINE ANNOUNCED THAT THE "HO¥ IS THE TIME " S$HOW WAS SPONSORED BY THE
CULTURAL DIVISIGN OF THE COMMUNIST PABTY. |

— r—‘J

- FEDERAL BUREAY oF :

s U "sq - DEPARTMENT %ﬁ;ﬁggom HOOVER

e : G .r;gm-'.f:mnws\swnwrg . : _ {

Rosen. :J‘g .

Tracy. . a ii ;

- AUG 15 151 N
- Mohr . . { ‘,&:}i’;jg/(

o TELETYpg 14y |
~ZNW- 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 122. ‘ J




_\V,'; STANDARDFORMNOM o MA/"‘!,] ' . -A\E,:—-;;———A./ o=
Of ce M€7 | Zzzm e« UNITED sl'-._j ~ 3OVERNMENT
To . : Director, FBI paTe: July 3, 1951

'FROM SAC, New York o A ,_#,J

//ﬁjwfsummcr PETWRCgEEG“R was
SECURITY\MATTER - C
(Bufile 100-370932)

o ' Reference'report SA MILLER R. WEEDA, dated 6/18/51 at S
Detroit. \
Since all outstanding leads have been covered and a \\
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SECURITY MATTER - C .
Petetﬁeeger, Pete Bowers '

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

. . }
. , o
PETE SEEGER entertained at State Conference 44‘?('22 - |

on Civil Rights sponsored by Civil Rights =
Congress of Michigan in Detroit on April 1 _ C7 \
% J .and 2, 1949. Detroit. sources list PETE o0~
Ek ' BOWERS as having been a member of the /
.y N Almanac Singers, Communist front musical - A
@b : organization. One source asserted that as . -

25

of 1943, BOWERS, who was then in the Army
Air Force, still advised this group and.

=

El A gave it inspiration. The Almanac Singers,
.ié g %% who were located in Detroit .during 1942
3 'H” \ﬂd to 1943 after touring the United States,
were reported to have made many appearances
3 at union functions and mass ?eetlngs and
- to have sung for various branches of the
' United States Government overimajor radio '
networks, Communist affiliations on part
of personnel of the group whi¢ch was re- -
portedly often identified Wlth partici-
pation in Communist functlonszset forth,
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(DE 100-20080)

ACTIVITY OF PETE SEEGER

The April 2, 1949 issue of the "Pittsburgh Courier" -

(Detroit edition), weekly newspaper published by and for the Negro people,

on page 6, column 1 in an article entitled "Democracy Defense Confab April 1-2t
reported that the Michigan Civil Rights Congress announced a state conference
in defense of democracy would be held Friday and Sa;urday;April 1l and 2 at

the Music Hall and at the Jewish Cultural -Center, 2705 Joy Road, Detroit.

It was indicated the conference would open with a rally on Friday, April 1 |
at 8:00 P.M. at )the Music Hall, featuring such speakers as United States S
Senator WILLISMALANGER of North Dakota, Doctor-J. -FINLEYXMILSON, Washington, :
D. C., Grand E::éf%d~RUler of thoe Improved Benevolent and Protéctive Order of I'ks,and |

d

attorney MAURICEX8UGAR, Michigan labor lawyer. It was stated that musical o
: |_be provided by PETE SEEGER, nationally known singer of i
folk songs. —

entertainment

‘ The Civil Rights Congress has been cited by the Attorney
General as an organization falling within the purview of Executive Order 9835,

‘ Informant Detroit T-1, a prominent individual who holds
a responsible position, stated that on Friday night, April 1, 1949 he attended
the above mentioned meeting held in the Music Hall, Detroit and sponsored by
the CRC. He stated that there were between 500 and 800 people in attendance
. and that early in the program, one PETE SEEGER led the audience in group

~ singing. One of the speakers, according to the Informant, was Detroit attorney
MAURICFE SUGAR who critized the trial of the national Communist Party leaders.
as a trial of thought and books and said that the government was attempting
to destroy civil rights. (MALURICE SUGAR has been an advisor and attorney
for CLRL WINTER, Communist Party National Board Member convicted in New York A
for violation of the Smith Act.) - , ' :

. Informant Detroit T-2, of known reliability, stated that
on April 1, 1949 a Civil Rights Congress Conference, attended by about 1200
persons including a number of CP members, was held at the Music Hall in Detroit.
Informant stated that PETE SEEGER, whom he identified as a singer and a familar.
figure in the past at myags Wallace Meetings", led the group in attendance in songs
at intervals throughout the program after which SEEGER received tremendous
applause, ' ' '

On April 7, 1949 Informant Detroit T-3, of known reliability,
stated that on April 1, 1949 a CRC mass meeting was held at the Music Hall in
Detroit where PETE SEEGER played on a guitar and sang union and "old IWY songs",
being joined by the audience. According to the Informant, SEEGER did the
same thing during the WALLACE for President campaign.

- I -2-
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(DE 100-20080)

T-3 stated that follo
held on April 2, 1949 at 2705 Joy Road jj

ng the CRC conference which was

Detroit, PETE SEEGER was among a !
small group who met at the home of JACKJUORE (Youth Section Organizer of the ‘
Communist Party of Michigan) in Detroitl-on-which occasionthese present praised.

ffﬁé‘épeakers“&t"ﬁﬁé‘CRC‘EBerrence as well as themselves for the good job they
did in preparing for this conference.

-/

/ Informant Detroit T-4, of known relisbility, but whose

sources are unknown, stated that at the above mentioned Michigan State-iide
Civil Rights Conf.:rence sponsored by the CRC, PETE SEEGAR, a known singer with
guitar, was introduced &t which time he rendered several union and

Communist songs., : :

On April 4, 1949 Informant Detroit T-5, of-known reli-bilit-,

stated that PETE SEEGER cntertained with songs, mostly union songs, a2t the shne
mentioned rally sponsored by the CRC. : :

T-5 also stated that PETE SEEGER of People's Songs was
. on the program for music and songs at both the morning and afterncon sessicas
of the State Conference of the CRC held on April 2, 1941. This Informantion

supplied by T-5 wascorroborated by Informants Detroit T-6 and T-7, both of known
reliability. . : )

On May 23, 1949 Informant Detroit T-8, of known reliability,
stated that a "CRC Bulletin" dated Aoril 15, 1949, put out by the CRC of Michigan,
42l Reid Building, Detroit, reported on the State Conference on Civil Rights
held in Detroit on April 1 and 2, 1949. This Bulletin reflected that PETE
SEEGER of Pecople's Songs was among the welcome additions to the program on }
the evening of April 1 at the Music Hall. . ' ]

A The l?hS-report.6f>the,Califdrnia Committee on Un-American E,//ﬁ//
Activities, page 392, cited Poople's Songs, Incorporated, as a Cecmmunist -7 ‘
front organization. The report stated, "all- productions of People's Songs,

Incorporated, follow the Commnist Party line assidwusly as do the people behind
the organization, n ' : Co

On May 23, 1951 Informant Detroit T-9, of known reliability,
recalled that he first saw PETE SEEGER about 1943 or 1944 in Now York i
following the dissolution of the Young Communist League, when the founding convention |
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~

of the American Youth for Democracy was held. According to the Informant,
SEEGER entertained at that convention. .

‘ The Young Communist League and the American Youth for
Democracy have been cited by the Attorney General as organizations coming
within the purview of Executive Order 9835. , -

T-9 stated he recalls that the AlmanaccSingers ecxisted _
as a small group of three or four people in Detroit during 1942 or 1943 during
which time the group usually appeared at mass meetings and wes often identified
with Communist functions., He recalled that the group contained a few menboue
from New York, but he does not recall that SEEGER was among them, He shbutad
that at one time the group was made up of three men and one girl who played
a guitar, whose nama hc does not recall., According to Informant, the group

. would often utilize trade union songs and distort them with their own wording.
He stated that these Singers were very popular, ,
, Informant Detﬁéit T-10, of known reliability, upon contact
on May 22, 1951, was unable to flirnish any information concerning the Sybject
of this case or the Almanac Singers,

N

" ALMANAC SINGERS

On April 16, 1942 Informant Detroit T-11 , another government
agency conducting security investigations, stated that PETE BOWERS, c/o
Almanac Singers, 133 West 44th Street, New York City, was at that time a
‘member of Almanac Singers, a musical organization, possibily supported by
the Communist Party and frequently lauded by the Daily Worker, which was
traveling about the United States undcr the auspices of the Office of Civilian
Defense entertaining civilian defehse workers, According to the Informant,
this organization entertained at several Communist Party meetings and at CP
front organization meetings., @Other members of the group. were named by the
Informant as,JOE BOWERS, SI%%?SNNINGHAM, ARTHURYSTEON (possibly STERN),
amimﬂm{(ME&.‘”‘“WW“‘T“‘“~h4hwwfwﬂww“ww e

It is noted that the Daily Worker is an east coast Communist

publication,

Informant Detroit T-12, of known reliability, statéd that
the following letter bearing the inside return address, Field Hotel, Detroit,
Michigan under date of July 14, 1942 had come to his attention,

ﬁDear Brother:

"The Almanac Singers are in Detroit now and want to sing for your local
or unit. . : .
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"We're a group of young folks from all over the country who came together
because we like to sing and make up songs of, by and for the plain ordinary
American working people. And we've done just that for the last two years --
- going back and forth and up and down across the country,

"You may have heard us sing on the radio. We sang our song "Round, Round
Hitler's Grave" for the United States Government on all four notworls in
This Is War., We've sung for the Treasury Department and the Navy. Our .
songs have been shortwaved to our servicemen overseas. The British
Broadcasting Company invited us to sing for them. And regularly we have
been featured on CBS and NBC programs., : : :

"You may have heard some of our phonograph records. We have made four .
albums so far: Sodbuster Ballads, Sea Chanties, Talking Union, and Do
ilr, President. Mrs. Roosevelt, who owns our records, has written sa-
both she and the President enjoy them. One of the songs in the Talki
Union album -- "You Can't Scare Me, I'm Stickin' to the Union" -- was
‘shouted loudly by CIO goldminers of Northern Optario as they marched Gown
the main street of Ottawa in defiance of labor-hating Premier Hepburn's
machine-guns.,

"You may have heard us sing in a union hall or read about us in the labor
press. In Frisco we sang for longshoremzn and in Seattle for lumbermen

and fishermen. We've sung for subway motormen and merchant ssamen and
warehouse boys in New York, furriers and harvester makers and meatpackers in
Chicago, brewerymen and’ school teachers in Mllwaukhe, federal government
employees in Washlngton, D. C., oil drillers in Texas, steel puddlers in
Pittsburgh, and in Detroit first to auto workcrs in peace time and now to
tank, bomber and gun-makers,

"The 0il Workers Organ1z1ng Committee asked us to write a couple of songs
for their current campaign in Texas., They recorded our singing of them

.and turned out 1,000 records, some of which are now going into juke boxes

- here in Detroit. And the Greater New York Industrial Union Council, CIO -

had us make a record last summer called "The Ballad of Harry Brldgcs"

" A West Coast seaman just in off the Pacific tells us that that record is
being worn thin in all the juke boxes on the waterfront in Sydney, Australia.

,j "You may have heard us herc in Detroit. We've been here four times now,

' Last year, we sang at the Ford Organizing Committee rally in Cadillac
Square. Last March we were back again at the same place, singing at your
Conversion-to-War-Production Rally. In April we came out to sing at two

- concerts at Wayne University and at the Detroit Art Institute. On all of
these occasions we sang a song of ours which has become identified in our
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"mlnds with Detr01t a song called nJim Crow", ILast March when one of
America's greatest singers, Paul Robeson, sang here for the UAW, he
honored us by including this song on his program.

"Then, four weeks ago, the East Side Regional Educational Conference, UA¥-
CIO invited us out to Detroit and we've been singing here ever since. The
Detroit OCD office asked us to participate in the induction ceremonies
for 3,000 air raid wardens at Roosevelt School Field on June 26th, and for
the occasion we wrote a special OCD song., We've sung for Ford, Plymouth,
Vickers, Murray, Dodge, Locals 174, 360, 205, 155 and lots more. And now
we want to sing for you. .

"Oour fees for meetings like yours are regularly $30,00 for 30 minutes
singing -- with variations according to the size of the meeting and the t- e
you want us to work. Please write or phone us at the Field Hotel, 445 1.id
Avenue, Fltzroy 5540,

"Give us a spot on your agenda -~ preferably at the opening -- and you will
be hitting the key for the meeting. Our songs increase turnouts and
heighten the level of trade union consciousness and war-production morale.,
We want to stay here in Detroit at this arsenal of democracy "for the
duration and six months". But that's up to you. You know th 't one good
song is worth a thousand speeches.

~ "YoufS‘fraternally,

"Arthu Stern
- for tthe Almanac Slngers"

T-12 stated that the Almanac'81ngers had, in the above
_manner, appealed to the Civil Rights Federation in Detroit for engagements,

The Michigan Civil Rjghts Federation has been cited by the
Attorney General as an organization coming within the purview of Executive: Ord’r

9835, %éu‘f’ L:,Q

mmmmmmm fhe - 00ke .
Informant Detr51€>T 12 stated on Aygust 4, 1942 that JEAN

LYN ROGOVIN who later marrled(JAi JORDA@%BUTLER (former leading functionary
within.the ClVll _Rights..Eederation _and alsd active in>the Young Communist Les:

according to “information furnished on Aprll lO lth by Informant Detroit T- 97
was a member of the Almanac Slngers. Informant stated .that JEAQ&EOGOVIN\S

home address was then 2761 University Avenue, New York Cltj and that she had
been in Detroit as a member of the Almanac Singers.

|- 6 -
NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 129

e



(DE 120-20080)

o 4s of October 1948, rccords of the University of Wyoming,
Laramie, Wyoming reflected that JAY JORDON BUTLER, husband of ROGOVIN, resided
at 714 South Seventh Street, Laramie, Wyoming and was employed on a graduate

. fellowship by the University,

. -+ Informant Detroit T-13, of questionable reliability, furnishcd
a copy of a-handbill which announced an open air meeting on Thursday, fugust 27,
1942, 7:30 P.M. at Milford and Vinewood Avenues, Detroit, at which the subjzct
of discrimination ageinst Negro women in industry was to be featured. The ~
Informant ‘stated that the Almanac Singers were scheduled to furnish the music at
this meeting which was held under the sponsorship of the "West~Side Industrial
Neighborhood Committee," ‘ '

o Informant Detroit T-14, of known reliability, stated thot
. during September 1942, JOHNYLITTLE, then Organizational Secretary, District 7, |
CP, learned that the Almshac Singers were at that time in Detroit and believcd
to be staying at the Field Hotel. Informant stated that LITTLE was endeavoring -
to get in touch with the Almanac Singers, but that he was not aware of the -

purpose of LITTLE's activity in this regard.

. o On September 12, 1942, SA JOHN B. WOODRUFF observed when
entering-the Hotel Webster Hall in Detroit that members of the Almanac Singers
entered a meeting which was being held in the English Room of that hotel _
under the direction of S/ LGROM, at that time a National. Organizer for the
International Workers Orden in Detroit.” 1t #as noted that tHiTe were about
20 or 25 in attendance at the meeting. Although it was impossible to gain
admittance to the meeting Si WOODRUFF obsérved from the lobby that one of the
Almahac Singers made a speech which dealt with the fact that the Polish .
people must get behind a program at once calling for the immediate opening
of a second front in Europe.

_ The International Workers Order has been cited by the
Attorney General as an organization coming within the purview of Executive
- Order 9835, : o’ '

: On May 12, 1944 Informant Detroit T-15, of known reliability,
stated that as of November 14, 1942 a threce month combination order for the
Daily and Sunday Worker:. (East Coast Communist publications) had been placad
for these publications by the Almanac Singers, 5757 Second Boulevard, Detroit,
Michigan. -

MrEritsTw

The February 7, 1943 issue of\"The Worker® carried an
article which revealed that SIS_(QGNES))@ﬁNNINGHAM‘(Mrs. GORDONYPRIESEN)
was -a member of a group of singers of Detroit, Michigan, known &s the Almanac
Singers. Her picture appeared in "The Worker" of February 7, 1943 where sho
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was shown playing an accordian. The article stated that the Almanac Singers
had "sung their way into the hearts of the war workers of Michigan." One of
the songs featured by the Almanac Singers was the "UAW-CIO Song'" which was
quoted in the newspaper article, These singers had made over 125 separate
appearances since June 1, 1942, singing at home gatherings, union halls end
mass msetings in Cadillac ‘Square. The article stated further that all the
present members of the group were comparatively new, having replaced the
orlglnal singers, the members of which were depleted by the Armed Forcco.

' According to the above mentioned article, th group at
that time consisted of ARTHUR TERN, formerly a teacher of Estheticg and art
theory in New York, CHARLE OLACHEK a Chicago actor, and "SIS" CUNNINGHAM
coming from Watonpa, Oklahont It wes stated that PETER BOWERS, who was
then a Private in the Army Air Force, still advised the group and gave it
inspiration,

~ . On January 29, 1944 Informant Detroit T- ~16, of known
reliability, stated that during January 1944, AGNES CUNNINGHAM was elected
Executive Secretary of the Midtown-Communist Club, District 7,.CP. This
nformant had previously stated\that CUNNINGHAM and her husband, GORDON
FRIESEN, were both.active in the]leadership of this eclub. The Informant o

stated that CUNNINGHAM and her husband left Detroit for New York City in
19hh. _ e .

According to Informant Detroit T-l?, of known reliability,
CUNNTNGHAM and hér husband were residing as of October 1944 at 45 West 1lth
Street, Manhattan, New York, and her husband was then employed by the Office
of War Information as a scrlpt editor in the Overseas Operations Bureau.

p

: It might be noted that Informant Detroit T-18, of known
reliability, stated that from Decembér 1942 to May 1943 GORDON FRIESEN
resided at 5757 Second Boulevard, Detroit whlch address is shown above as having
been listed for the Almanac Slngers.

_ On October 16, 1943 Informant Detroit T-l9, of known
rellablllty, stated that a group known as” the Almanac Singers, 575Z ond
-Boulevard, Detroit and made u»n of BESSX\ OMAX, BUT AWES, CHAR OLACHEK,
and ARTHUR STERN, as of July 1943,- had come to his a tentlon. The Informant
could furnish no further inforretion concerning this group, except that
ARTHUR STERN who had worked for a number of years on Marxist -esthetics was at
that time engaged in writing a bibliography of American Mirxist restoration
of American history and an anthology to include a collection of essays
by American Msrxists which would restore fAmsrica's revolutionary spirit and
tradition and contribute to the mordle and arsenal of weapons of the people who
were then allegedly engaged in %the war of national survival and liberation."-
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A T
Informant staq‘ 4Hat in this connection STERN had been in. contact with
D4VID McKELEEﬁE§§ITE, then Egucational Director, District.7,..CPR, and had also
sought advice from AVRAMWFANDY, at that time EducatiQggiﬂgiggggg;ggﬁmNQELXQIkN:»

State CP(

With further regard to ARTHUR STERN, records of the
Ternstedt Division of General Motors Corporation, Detroit, reflect that as
of January 1943 STERN resided at 5757 Second Boulevard, Detroit. = STERN
was employed by this company from May 19, 1943 to June P, 1943, These recordis
reflect that STERN listed the following among the places of former employment:

November 1941 to December 1941- managemént and organization of the
Almanac Singers, 437 Sixth Avenue in New York City (also 5757 ugfnnd

Boulevard, Detroit); left for financial reasons. o
Informant Detroit T-16 stated on March 31, 194/ that -
ARTHUR STERN came to Detroit from New York City where had had been active

in the Communist Party from an early age, Informant stated that STERN was
activély associated with the Executive Board of the Midtown Communist Club,
District 7 CP during 1943 and was also, during that period, the organizer

of a cultural branch of District 7, CP, being clected as its Executive Secretary.
According to the Informant, STERN left Detroit during January 1944 to reside

permanently in Chicago.

‘ Concerning CH.RLES POLACHKCK, formerly of Chicago, Informant
Detroit T-20, of known reliability, stated that as of iugust 1943 this :
individual served as State Activities director on the Michigan State Committee of
the International Workers Order and was residing in Detroit, Michigan.

During November 1943 Informant Detroit T-21, of known
reliability, stated that POLACHECK then residing at 8445 East Jefferson,
Detroit,~was a member of the FREDERICK DOUGLASS Communist Club, "y

Informant Detroit T-22, of known reliability, stated on
February 12, 1944 that POLACHECK had moved permanently to New York City.

’ .
As of May 194l Mrs, G. A. SHAULES, superintendent, 19
Greenwich Avenue, New York City, stated that POLACHECK had been residing
in apartment 5~ at that address for about three months. i

On October 19, 1944-Informant Detroit T-16, of known
reliability, stated that on Octobsr 8] /1944 a quarterly general membership
meeting of the Midtown Communist Club;" District 7, CP.was held at ths
Twelve Horseman's Club, 114 Erskine Stréet,- Detroit, Informant stated that
there were about 50 or 60 members and friends of the club present at this

\\‘/

A/
Ji /'\ﬁ// .
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meeting which opened with a program of group singing, including such songs

as theStar-Spangled Banner'and "Don't Change Horses in the Middle of the
Stream." Informant noted that a book of songs written by the Almanac Singers
had been placed on sach chair, but that these song books were later gatherad

up without having been used. . JAMESYANDERSON, Chairman of the meeting, announced
that a new culturalcommittee wagAtling formed by. the Club for the purpose
of teaching music plus some sor oﬁ‘ﬂchogling to the children- of the members

of the Midtown Communist Club. ) y : S

4 On May 25, 1951 Informant Detroit T-2 stated he recalled
that a Miss CUNNINGHAM represented the Almanac Sing:rs at a Michigan State
Committee meeting of the Amsrican Youth for Democracy held in 1945 or 1946,
The Informant also recalled that the Almanac Singers had appearcd at campsign
rallies of the Progressive Party of Michigan. He could furnish no further
information concerning this group. :

, ' It will be noted that Informant Detroit T-23, of known
reliability, stated on February 24, 1951 that the Progressive Party of Michiran -
was originated by and completely controlled by Communist Party functionaries,

The Almanac Singers were cited by the House Un-imerican
hetivities Committee in its report of 1948, page L9, as a group of Communist
‘entertainers, ‘

, Racords of the Tayne County Clerk's Office, County
Building, Detroit, contain no imférmation concerning the Almanac Singers,

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TC THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

By
Ky

NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 133 - 10 -



{DE 100-20080)

INFORM.NT PA GE

\

/ .
Identlty of Informant Date Recéived Date of Report - Personnel Receiving -

T-1
who furnished 1nformatlon of his own volition to Si CiSPER M,
K.ST. (By virtue of his position)

T=2 L/L/L9 '} L/2/1L9 -S4 JOSEPH HYBLE
: 5/25/51 © Si JOSETH HYPIE
-3 L4 “\a/a/a9 | Si. JOHN C. nouc
1~ | FOIA(b)(7)-(D) L/22/19 4/5/h9 SE JAMES C. & US

- | 4 M. C. WATSC
-5 4//49 [FOIAB)(7) - (D) ] Si M.- Co HATSON
T-6 L/8/1L9 L -S4 JOSEPH HYZLE
=7

: who madé information available to Si KENNETH S. SMITH on 11/29/19.
T-8 : 5/23/u9 ' Si JOSEPH HYBLE
T-9 5/23/51 | Si. FRED G. COCK

FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 1/10/L1, Unidentificd,

T-10 5/22/51 S4 EUGENE H. STEWART

T-11 ONI, 9th Naval District, Chicago, Illinois, which agency furnished
information under date of 4/16/42,

T-12

FOIA(b)(7) - (D)

T-13

T-14 V'Waste paper coverage maintained on Communist Party headquarters, 2hl9
: Grand River Avenue, Detroit, Michigan,

-1 -
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Identity of Informant_ Date Received Dzte of Report Personnel Rocoiving

=15 5/12/bh S/ RANDOLPH R.
o ] : ROSENBAUM
T-16 FORARIET =) 1/29/uk | . Sk RANDOLPH R.
: ROSENBLUM

3/31/L4 5A . BYRON LOCKH/:RT

10/19/14 10/11/u4 Si J.M. ARNOLD
T-17

FOIA(b) (7) - (D)
18
FOIA(b) (7) - (D)

T-19 Anonymous Source,

T-20 10/8/k3 ; Si, JOHN E. KIEFE --
T-21 11/8/43 . Si RANDOLPH R,
ROSENB:. UM
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) ’ . .
T-22 2/12/4d, .- S, L.BYRON LOCKH:RT
7-23 2/24/51 | Si. JOSEPH HYBLE
REFERENCF: Report of Si JOHN J. COMNOLLY, 3/28/51, Now York, New York. S

.
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TITLE

¢ PETER SEEGER, was.,

Pete Seeger, Pete Bowers

CHARACTER OF

SJCURITY MATTER - C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

DETAILS:

PETE SEEGER entertained at. State Conference
on Civil Rights sponsored by Civil Rights
Congress of Michigan in Detroit on April 1
and 2, 1949. Detroit sources list PETE
BOWERS as having been a member of the
Almanac Singers, Communist front musical
organization. One source asserted that as
of 1943, BOWERS, who was then in the Army
Air Force, still advised this group and
gave it inspiration. The Almanac Singers,
who were located in Detroit during 1942
to 1943 after touring the United States,
were reported to have made many appearances
at union functions and mass meetings and
to have sung for various branches of the
United States Government over major radio
networks. Communist affiliations on part
of personnel of the group which was re-

| portedly often identified with partici-

pation in Communist functions set forth,
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y Re report of SA MILI_ER R. WEEDA, dated June 18, 95,

For the infomation of the Bureau and New York, the anonymous .
source (‘i‘==19) used in referenced report is a photographic copy of a letter

- dated July 26, 1943 directed t5 A,SZANDY, 50 East 13th, New York, New York

by ARTHUR ¥ TERN as forwarded to-the Bursau by the New York Office by letter

_“dated October 27, 1943 captioned "Almanac Singers; Internsl Security - C®

{Bureau file 100-29630; New York file 100-16071). According to the New

York. cmmunication the above described letter was obtained on October 16,

e
o N

) 1%3 from a relie.ble and confidential source whieh had access to the ofﬁcés
of! ALEXAND RACHTENBERG, -Internstionsl Publishers, Incorporated, 3381 Fourth

avemve, N ’Iork City.. ‘l‘he New York letter, a copy of which was designated
for the Hew Haven Office, indicated that the New Haven Office was ofigin

‘n a case captioned "Almanac Singers; Gramophone Records of Seditious Nature,v AR
ternal Security -~ Co - . , , g 7

%- It is noted here that the. Detroit files contain no additional iﬁu :

4mation which can be identified with the following individuals who wers
tioned in referenced report as former members of the Almanac Singers:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT .NEVJ YORK L :_A' FILE NO. 100—3 )4620
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PER‘OD FOR REPORT MADE BY . NLANI
‘ MADE e ar i
10S ANGELES 5/29/51 5/%8,25/51 CHARIES M. PAGE
. T'_;""E N7 ;7 ) . l’!ﬂ;/} Cﬂ CHARACTER OF CASE
/}A' PETER “SEEGER, was., Pe@e\Seeger, Pete~Bowers SECURITY MATTER - C
i/ :

1 ) . 1 ) é_
sYNopPsisOF FACTs: According to Dally People's Viorld, a West Coast {ﬁk’ _/ /

. Communist publication, PETE SEEGER, a national >a2)‘//
J director of People's Songs, entertained at various '
\}Q{ functions in Ios Angeles during Sept., Qct., and
\ Nev., 19L47. Subject reported as serving as an
‘i - entertainer at a meeting of Hollywood Arts, Sci-
|

ences, and Professions Council on-2/21/5
Los Angeles,

y ! 5 - RUC - 7&@}

Q/ j.«’ | . R -

DETATLS: !{?4 £ M&.&c‘*)_?{ %}b\\;@mm .
Yoor o ]

AT T.OS ANGELES, CALIFORNLISY % ‘

The September 18, 1917, edit%o of the Daily Peoﬁ%e's World,
a West Coast Communist publication, on Page 5, Column L contained an article
reflecting that PETE SEEGER, a national director of People's Songs, was to
be one of the entertainers at a costume party to be held on September 20,
1947, at 2200 West 7th, Los Angeles, for People's Songs, Incorporateds

~ According to T-1l, of known reliability, in August 1949,
People's Songs was organized and directed by the los Angeles County Commun-
ist Party for the purpose of providing musical parodies and militant énter;
tainment at Communist-sponsored meetings. i/g

D

N - : ‘f“)" B
The QOctober 18, 1947, issue of the Dally\PeODle s Worla on Pags”
5, Column 6, contained an artlcle indicating that a "lenlght Spe01al

Qo
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LA 100-345620

Hootenanny" would be held on October 18, 1947, at 11:00 P.M. to welcome
PETE SEEGER, a national director of People’ Songs to los Angeles from the
Chicago convention of People's Songs.

The Daily People's World of October 22, 1947, Page 5, Column 8,
contained an article relating that PETE SEEGER would be one of a group of
entertainers at a picnic on Cctober 25, 1947, at the Valley Park Country Club
held by the Soutnern California Chapter of the American Committee for Yugo-

slav Relief.

The American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, Incorporated, was cited
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive Qrder 9835,

In Page U, Column 1, of the November 6, 1947, issue of the Daily
People's Viorld an article reflects that PETE SEEGER would lead community
singing at a rally to be held November 12, 1947, by the Poyle Heights Chap-
ter of the Progressive Citizens of America, which rally was eing held to pro-
test loyalty tests and Congressional probes.

. fAccording to the Third Report of the Joint Fact-Finding Cormmittee
on Un-American Activities for the State of California in 1947, the initial
meeting of the Progressive Citizens of America at the Embassy Auditorium in
Ios Angeles was held February 11, 1947, amd was actually a consolidation of
the Communist fronts, the National Citizens Political Action Committee and
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Pro-
fessions, According to this report, the Progressive Citizens of America was
founded as a frankly pro-Communist group.

On November 8, 1947, the Daily People's World on Page L, Column 1,
contained an article relating that PETE SEEGER sang at a Hallowe'en party
for children of Communist workers and their friends given by the South Side
and 62nd Assembly District Sections of the Communist Party. -

The Communist Party, USA, was cited by the Attorney General as’.
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835.

In February 1951, T-2, of known reliability, advised that The Weavers,
a vocal guartet including PETE SEEGER, entertained at a meeting of the Holly-
wood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council at the Carp Cafe in the 7500
Block on Melrose Avenue in Los Angeles on February 20, 1951. Informant stated
that invitation to this entertainment was by word—-of-mouth only, 1nasmuch as

this affair was not advertised,

T-1 adviced in May of 1951 that the Southern California Chapter of
the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council with offices in

-2 -
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L& 100-3L620

Hollywood, California, is the most important Communist-dominated rfroup in the
Hollywood, Callform.a, areda.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -.
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LA 100-3L4620

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

4 review of the Los Angeles indices by SA JOSEPH L. GERRY reflects
that information reported in the details of this report is the only informa-
tion regarding the subject which has not been prev1ously made available to
the New York Office.

A . LNFORINTS

T-1: f who advised SA VERNON D. JENSEN on August 22,
I9L9, regarding People's Songs, and on May 28, 1951, regarding the
Hollywnod Arts, 801ences and: Profe331ons Coun01l..

7-2: | | who on Februany 23, 1951, advised SA TCEALTUS A. HALL
regarding subject's appearance as an entertainer on February 20, 1951,

REFERENCE: Heport of SA JOHN J. CONNOLLY, dated larch 28, 1951, at New York.

[
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TITLE

TERL GEDCER, wun., Fete Soogor, Fote Sosers

CHARACTER OF CASE

SeURITE WM » ¢

eoPSISOFFACTS:  Aceprding te Todly Feaplel p Vorld, a Fesh Coast

Comnpies publioation, ¥iIn EEDOER, & nationsl
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Ojﬁce Memomndum UNITED STATbS/vGOVERNMENT

o - : Director, FBI -~ DATB: May 28, 1951
. %%&c, New York | -
JEcf: PETEK SEEGER, was. | : 31D,
| SECURITY MATTER - G | gaf‘,‘ 2 S& hae

Bufile 100=2008L5

It is_'recomm_endéd that a Security Index Card be preparedon the.
- above captioned individual.‘

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should
-changed as follows: . (Specify change only)

T\

ALIASES______ L o

RACE_ | SEX_____ NATIVE BORN______ NATURALIZED . ALIEN.
‘COMMUNIST =~ ‘SOCIAI;IST WORKERS PARTY  ~ INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) |

'TAB FOR DETCOM I . TABFORCOMSAB X
DATE OF BIRTH_ __ PLACE OF BIRTH_
f RESIDENCE ADDRESS_ o
— %‘;— ————— .
BUSINESS ADD@SS (sf&w namegf employing concern and address)
‘: , N = ‘\ :
' ‘2 _ g »

‘NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List)

l\ e RECORDFD - 16 {100 =2 mﬂ/ T /%
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVES H(::ATION %K

THIS CASEORIGINATED AT  NEW YORK. FILENO. 100w 236{5/
R )\_ REPORT MADE AT~ DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REFORT MADE BY "~
ﬁ . CHICAGO, ILLINOIS |5~23-51 | 5/14,15,16/51 | JULES A. BECKARY :LL/cc

TITLE

- PETER SEEGER, was

CHARACTER OF CASE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

PETER SEEGER reported to have led singing at
meeting of Ybuns Progressives of Illinois on
October 15, 1948 at Mandel Hall, 57th-end .
University Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, Subject
reported to be scheduled as a delegete of
"People's Songs" and entertainer at festival at
Orchestra Hall, Chicago, Illinois on Qctober 10,

SECURITY MATTER - C -

Young Progressives of Illinois

~Confidentiel Informent T-1, an agency which collects
security informastion in the Chic ago area, advised tha
PETER SEEGER led the singling at a meeting sponsored:
by the Chicago University Branch of the Young Progressives
of Illinois on Qctober 15, 1948 at Mandel Hall, S?th and
University Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. :

L

Confidential Informent T-2, of known reliablility, advised
in October, 1949 that the Young Progressives of America .
is the Youth Division of the Progressive Party in Illinois,
Informant further advised that the Progressive Perty of
Illinois is under the control of the Communist Party and
has been under the Communist control since the inception

g SIECIAL {AGENT
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Chicago file 100-23615

of the Progressive Party in Illinoise

Peoplek Songs, Incorporated

The "Chicago Star® in its issue dated September 27, 19L7 on page 2, columns
1 through L, contains an article which in part describes Peoples Songs as
#The service organization formed less than two years ago by leading singers
and song writers to promote Americals heritaze.®

Confidential Informant T-2 advised that the MChicago Star" was a weekly
newspaper published in Chicago, Illinois from July L, 1946 to September L,
1948 which was completely Communist domlnated.

EaeaR e S SN

R S s LE =t

The above mentioned article indicated that a national festival or confer-
ence of folk singers and writers was to be held at Hull House in Chicago
from October 9 through Octovber 12, 1947. The article indicated that 150
delegates of People's Songs from throughout the country were expected and

~ that the group intended to plan for the future and to have a festival at

Orchestra Hall in Chicago on the night of October 10, 19i47.

The #Chicago Star® in its issue dated October 11, 1947, page 13, columns

3 and lj, contained a news item relative to the People's Songs festival
which was to be featured by a concert on October,10, 1947. The article
indicated that the first national convention of¥Peoplels Songs, Inc., which
was described as #an organigation devoted to the development of folk

and topical music" was holding its first annual convention at Hull House,
Chicago, I1linois, from October 9 through October 11, 1947. The article
indicated that outstanding folk singers and song writers would be meethg

with delegates from various schools, trade unions, community groups, veterans

organizations and others, for the purpose of swapping ideas and .techniques
as to the most effective uses of music in their organizational programs.,
The main theme of the convention was stated to be how to use music as a
force for progress.

The article mentioned a concert to be sponsored by the delegates of People's

Songs on October 10, 1947 at Orchestra Hall and indicated that the enter-
tainers would include PETER SEEGER among others.

JLFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THim OFFICE OF ORIGIN -




Chicago file 100-23615

INFORMANT PAGE

T-l This informaticn was submitted by the Industrial Detail of the Chicago
Police Department by written report dated October 16, 1948,

T2 furnished this information in October, 1919 to Special sgent
HERBERT C. POHLMANN and on February 6, 1951 to Special Agent WILLIAM

R, HECKMAN,
[FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |

REFERENCE 2 Report of Special sgent JOHN J. CONNALLY, dated
3/28/51, at New York.
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CpETE s NP #MADE, A o A 1ol U opwsr eog s
CHICAGD, ILLINOIS |5-23<5k | 5/1i,15,16/51 | JULES 4. BROHARY  LLfoc
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
PETER BEEGER, wes SECURITY HASTER - C
‘l‘\;‘"?” 2434 ;’r,'?,., & 4 it
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: FRTER SLEGER rayaf%mc za heve led ﬁiﬁﬁﬁm% 5%
seeting of Xem4§ %rapr@asi?ua ef Yliinois on
Uetobor 1%, 1944 ot Meandel Hamli, 57th spd
infverglty dvopue, Chiesge, Tliinols, Zubject
roperted to Le seheduled s @ u@l@@aﬁ& of
"Peoviels Sﬁaggﬁ ord enterbeiner ot festivel et
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= P -
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young Frogressives of Tililesle
fenfldentisl Yofurmant Tely, &n ngency shich volleots

soeeuprity i.ﬁarﬂéh;»a in vhe uﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ aref,; 88vised that

FETRR & B led the singing 6% o mesling sponsorad

%3 the Chitege ;uz%afait @paneh mz the Yuung Progroseivee
tober 1;, 1948 st Hendel P&iﬁg 57¢h end

filinoiz on ©
ﬁniversity eeuaa, Ghicest, Iliimcie.

Coniidential Toforment %wé,
in Ucteber, 1949 thet the Young Presressives of imepica
ig the Youth Divisicn ¢f the Frugressive Party in rllinaiae
Inforsent further advisgd that the ﬁrsgrasaive Farty of

ol koowmn wwli@biliﬁ?, ndvised

Iilinois is umder the control of the Communist Ferty end
hing been under the Communist conbrol since the incention
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}!s case orsinaten At NEW YORK . mxne. 100-23 658
7'4 REPORT MADE AT : uA-l:Ag:sN 7109 FOR w; ci 8;\3:1 REPORT MADE BY

. /T .
WASHINGTON, D. C. 5733/{7 17 24 735 /2 3, PApL E. LORR;SON PEM: CAL

o ) - ! s CHARACTER OF CASE
l . /] # é
n PETER SEEGER was. Pete Seeger, SECURITY MATTER - C
A Petef/Bowers , e

#

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Subject has appeared as entertainer at many

Communist front affairs. Reflected as being _
instructor in School for Political Action at <
Washington, D. C,  in 6/46, School conducted by
National Citizens Political Action Committee. ™~
Informants advised SEEGER acquainted with known ;
Commnists in Washington, D. C. Communistic N

- . affiliations of subijectfs father and step-mother -~
..~ - set out, Special Investigations Squad, Metro- ®
e politan Police Department, Washington, D. C., E
' no pertinent additional information. -

g
- RUC - . Q V%‘ x:.{‘j:“ e
. ' ' AGEm{ft"
DETAILS. AT WASHINGTON, p._c, | REQ. REC'DL s
COMMUNIST FRONT ‘AFFILIATIONS ~§§P'VVT;?‘°§W Ll ze

The files of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities reflected testimony.:.;of WALTER S. STEELE regarding
" Gommunist activitiés in the United States before the Committee
on Un-American Activities,,the House-of Reﬁresentatives, the
Eightieth Congress, on July 21, 1947. STEELE appeared in the
capacity of Chairman of the National Security Committee of the .
American Coalition of Patriotic Civic and Fraternal BOC1eties.¢“~
He stated that in the field of newspapers, magazines, and -
bu%}%tigf, e Communist Red Front and Fellow. mravelers are

T
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WFO 100-23658

well represented. Some 122 of such publications have been
unearthed in recent months among which is People's Songs which
is published monthly by People's Songs, Incorporated of New
York City. PETER SEEGER is the Director and Editor of People's
Songs. Mr. STEELE stated that this organization supplied

SEEGER as an instructor at the Jefferson School :of Social
Sciences at New York City. He said that People¥s Sdérigs has
injected itself into the Communist front and Communist schools
and many of its songs have been adopted by the National Citizens
Political Action Committee; the Communist Party.and its units,
American Youth for Democracy, Civil Rights Congress, the Industrial
Worker's Organization; and other Red fronts. Mr., STEELE further
stated that PETER SEEGER was an instructor at the School for
Political Action Technigues in Washington, D. C., in June of
1946 and that People's Songs produced songs used by the National
Political Action Committee and the School for Political Action
Techniques. .

In the Congressional Record of the Seventy-Ninth

Congress, Second Session, dated June 11, 1946, Congressman

. GEORGE ANTHONY DONDORO of Michigan stated that theXSchool for
Political Action Techniques-was conducted by the National
Citizens Political Action Committee at Washington, D. C. from
June 26 to June 29, 1946, and among the faculty and advisers
of this school is PETER SEEGER, Director of People's Songs,
Incorporated. Congressman DONDORO advised that SEEGER had. been
formerly a member of th%%Almanac Singers which composed anti-
American songs for the American Peace Mobilization which picketed
the White House in 1941. He was of the opinion that the School
of Political Action Techniques was a Communist fraud being
perpetuated upon the people of Washington, D, C.; that the faculty
of this school was largely composed of indiwviduals who have
rendered yeoman service to the Communist Party and its front
organizations. Congressman DONDORO said that the project was
an attempt to establish in Washington, D. C., a branch of the
chain of Communist schools to be found thoughout the country.
A student's manual available to this office of outlines of
courses given at the School of Political Action Techhmiques
conducted by the National Citizens Political Action Committee
at this Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C., from June 26 to
Jurie 29, 1946, reflects that course number 34 was Music for
Political Action which was prepared by People's Songs, Incorporated,
and there were no instructors listed for this particular course.

-2 -
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o The California Committee on Un-kherican Act1v1t1es
'in a report dated 1948 cited the National Citizens Political
Action Committee as "typical of the complétely Communist
created and controlled or?anizations in the political assoc=-
jation and civic committee field." People's Songs was cited
by the California Committee on Un-American Activities in a
report dated 1948, as a Communist front which was incorporated
January 1, 1946 in New York City. "All the productions of
People's éongs, Incorporated following the Communist Party
line as a531duously as do the people behind the organizationa"

' - The People's World dated October 22 1947 reflects
>”that PETE SEEGER was to appear at a picnic on October 26, 1947,
' at the Valley Park Country Club, Los Angeles, California, to '

be held by the Seventh California Chapter for Yugoslavia Relief,

: ' The American Committee for Yugoslavia Relief, Inc-
orporated, has been cited by the Attorney General as coming
~ w1th1n the purview of Executive Order 9835,

o The February and March- issues 19h7, of People's
Songs, which was copywrited by People's éongs, Incorporated,
"listed PETER SEEGER as Editor.

: A " The files of the House: Committee on Un-American
. Activities reflected a 'letterhead of the Veterans Against’
- Discrimination of the: Civil Rights Congress of New York
~ dated May 11, 1946, anncuncing a mass rally to be held
. at Manhattan Center, New York on May 23, 1946, to abolish -
.. the Wood-Rankin Committee. PETER SEEGER appears on the list
- of Veteran sponsors. ,

: : The Veterans Against Discrimination of the Civil
Rights Congress has been cited by the Attorney General as
coming within the purv1ew of Executive Order 9835. :

: The Hollywood Reporter of November 3, 19h7, contains
. an ad listed as~f"The Thomas-Rankin Committee Must Go"™ which
. ‘was contributed by the Actor's Division of the Progressive
o " Citizens of America. PETER SEEGER was listed among the
' signers of . this ad of the acting profession.;: :

The Californla Committee on Un-American Activities
in reports of 19&7 and 1948 cited the Progressive Gltizens
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of America as a "new and broader front for the entire United
States." : ' ‘ : '

The Daily Morker of March 18, 1948, contained an
announcement of thefPacesetters of the American Youth for
Democracy that a square dance called the "Wallace Whirl" was
to be held at New York Citvy on March 19, 1948 and PETE SEEGER
was to attend, : ' _ '

. The'American_Youph for Democracy has been cited‘by
the Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive
Order 9835, - ' . '

. - The Daily Worker of March 26, 1948, contained an ad
announcing People's Songs "un-American" Hootenanny.. PETE

- SEEGER and others were. to sing "subversive" songs from American
history plus new hits on the present smear. ' : :

, The Daily Worker of September 5, 1940, reflected that
PETE SEEGER,. wandering musician from Vienna, Virginia, sang at
a caucus held by 250 southern delegates of the American Peace
Mobilization at Chicago, Illinois, on September 1, 1940.

| ‘ The American Peace Mobilization has been cited by
the ‘Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive
Order 9835. - S :

- The Daily Worker of September 6, 1940, reflected that
PETE SEEGER led the assembly of 1800 Washingtonians and Emergency
Peace Mobilization members who met at Turner's Arena, Washington,
D, C,, on .September 4, 1940, in a number of militant working-
class songs. ' > : - : ,

.The Emergency Peace Mobilization was cited as a _
Communist front which immediately preceded the American Peace
Mobilization in 1940 by the Special Committee on .Un-American
Activities in a report dated March 29, 1944.

The Daily Worker of April 23, 1947, reflected that
GERHART EISLER, a prominent German Communist, was to speak
‘at a meeting called by the New Masses at New York City on April
28, 1947. PETE SEEGER, folk singer, would be among others to
entertain this meeting.. SO S , .
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New. Masses was 01ted as a Communist front publication
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House of
Representatives, on March 29,»19hbo

" The Dally Worker of March 6, 1947, contained an ad
of the American-Soviet Music Society presenting Choral and
. Folk Music of the USA and USSR to be held at New York City on
March i6 l9h7 PETE %EEGER would render. the folk music of
the US

The California Committee on Un-American Activities,
in a report dated 1948, reflected that the American-Soviet
‘Music Society was an affillation of the National Council of
American-Sov1et Friendship,

" The National Council of American-Sov1et Friendship
‘has beencited by the Attorney General as coming within the
purV1ew of Executive Order 9835.

The Daily" Worker of March 2L, l9h1 reflected that

at a meeting of the League of American Writers held recently,
PETE BOWERS and the Almanac Singers entertained at this meeting,
PETE BOWERS was described as being .prepared._ for college at a

. Connecticut Preparatory School and having attended Harvard
University. The article further reflected that the Almanac
Singers recently completed a book of songs which they had
prepared for the American Peace Mobilizatlon°

v The League of American Writers has been cited by the
Attornev General a.s coming w1th1n the purv1ew of Executive
Order 9 35° :

. ~ The Special Committee on Un-American Activities in
a report dated March 29, 19hh, cited the Almanac. Singers as
"Communist entertainers.

, The Daily Worker of September 21 19h6 reflected that
the Jefferson School of Social Sciences, New York City, was
to offer a course in music starting September 30, 1946 which
included a People's Songs Workshop with one of its 1eaders to
be PETER SEEGER° _

. The Jefferson School of Soc1a1 Sciences has been
cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purv1ew
f ercutlve Order. 9835.
| : | _, A
NW: 12819 Docld: 59170997 Page 152 '




.wFo'100-23658j.

. _The Daily Worker‘of'Junejl; 1950 contained an ad that
PETE SEEGER would sing at a Jefferson School Carnival to be held
at New York City on June 3, 1950. ~ . T

s <'The Octobef 6;ﬁ19h9 issué of the Daily Worker reflected
that Peoples Artists, Inccrporated, were to have PETE SEEGER and
the Weavers entertain at New .York City on December 9, 1949.

o ‘The‘Caiiforﬁia Committee On'UngAmeriban Aétiﬁities
in a report of 1948 cited Peoples Artists, Incorporated, as
a GCommunist front. o . . : :

o The Daily Worker of June 20,119&9;_ref1eCted that the
Young Progressives of New York were to sponsor a testimonial
dinner for PETER SEEGFR at New York City on June 24, 1949.

. “The California Committee on Un-American Activities in

a report dated 1949 reflected that since the 1948 convention. of
the Communist Party, political action has been taken to carry
out a design to fully liquidate the major Communist youth front,
American Youth for Democracy, which was the successor *toc the
Young Communist League and to integrate the activities and
functions of American Youth Tfor:Demogcracy.inta:Young Progressives
the youth section of the Communist created and controlled
(independent) Progressive Party. ' .

~ The Daily Worker of April 1, 1949 reflected that a
new series of Anti-Franco songs will be premiered at the Joint
Anti-Facist Refugee Committee Jaucus-For-Peace to be held at .
the Manhattan Center, New York on April 4, 1949. Among others
'PETE SEEGER will present the new songs. ' .

o The,Joint'Anti-Facist Refugee Cohmittee has been cited
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive
Order 9835. S a Lo .

o  The Daily Worker of Novémber.ZS,,IéhS, reflected that
PETER SEEGER was to .appear. at the Second Concert for Children,
;spOnsorgd by the Jefferson School, at New York City on November
27, 1948, : N o S _ : _

o . The Daily Worker of August 24, 1948, reflected that
PETER SEEGER was to appear as a singer at Yankee Stadium, New -
York City, on September 9, 1948 at a rally sponsored by the :

AmeriCanvﬁabor Party and the New York State Wallace-For-President

‘Committee. S o : R ' : .
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The American Labor Party was cited by the Special
Committee on Un-American Activities, in ‘a report dated March
29, 1944; The report advised that "or years the Communists
have put forth the greatest effort to capture the entire Labor
Party throughout New York State. They succeeded in capturing
the Manhattan and Brooklyn Section of the American Labor

- Party."

: . The Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist publication,
of May 31, 1948, contained a letter with PETE SEEGER as co-
signer, which reflected that he as National Chairman of People's
Songs was against the Murdt Bill and stated that the rights

of musicians and song writers were threatened by it.

The Daily Worker of May 13, 1948 reflected that FETER
SFREGER was to appear on Music for Children sponsored by the Jei-
ferson School and to be held at New York City on May 15, 1948,

.The Daily Worker of April 30, 1948 advised that a
Mav Day Dance and Hootenanny was to be held at New York City
after the May Day Parade on May 1, 1948. Among others to be
featured at this dance was PETE SEEGER. = : .

It is to be noted that the May Day Parade in New York
City is an annual mobilization of Communist strength as reflected
in a Special Committee on Un-American Activities report of
March 29, 194L. : : -

' . The Daily Worker of April 27, 1949 contained an ad
‘which reflected that after the May Day Parade of that year

a special performance was to be given in New York City in honor
of the "Twelve", which referred to the twelve indicted Communist
leaders. . PETE SEEGER was to appear at this performance.

_ The Daily Worker of May 21, 194k announced that PETE
- SEEGER was to appear at-a rally for Greece to be held at New
York City on May 28, 1947 and sponsored by the American Relief
for Greek Democracy. ‘ i B o : '

, ’Tﬁe California Committee bn " Un-American Activities in
a report dated 1948 .cited the American Relief for Greek Demo-
cracy as a Communist front. o : '
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4 The Daily Worker of June 20, 1947 stated that PETE
SEEGER was to entertain at the Allerton Section, Communist Party,
Bronx, New York, at a housewarming to be held on June 20, 1947,

The Communist Party has been cited by the Attorney
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835.

- The Daily Peoples VWorld, issue of January 1, 1948,
announced that PETE SEEGER, folk singer, was to appear at a
Progressive Citizens of America Birthday Cabaret, to be held
at 240 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, on
January 10, 19.48. .

TheADaily Worker of June 1L, 1947, reflected that
PETE SEEGER was to entertain at a People's Song Picnic Hootenanny
to be held at New York City on June 19, 1948.

The Daily Worker of January 29, 1948 reflected that
the People's Song Book published one hundred topical and freedom
songs, union and folk songs, and PETER SEEGER representing
People's Songs, Incorporated was an Associate Editor. These
songs included those about slavery, the French and Irish Revolutions,
and the Soviet Union,

The Daily Worker of January 11, 1949 advised that People's
Songs were to present at New York City on January 28 and January 29,
1949, a "free and equal Hootenanny" which will feature new songs
for the twelve indicted Communist leaders and a film-strip on the
Trenton Six., PETE SEEGER, of People's Songs, was listed to sing
at this affair.

The Daily Worker of February 16, 1949 reflected that
PETE SEEGER was to appear for a benefit for People's Songs to be
held at New York City on February 17, 1949.

The Daily Worker of March 3, 1949 advised that People's
Songs were to present PETE SEEGER among others at New York City
on March 7, 1949.

The Daily Worker of June 11, 1950 reflected that People's
Songs were to present "One World" at New York City on June 17,
1950 and PETE SEEGER was to appear.

-8 -
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' _The Daily Worker of March 6, 1949 contained an article
that People's Songs, of which PETE SEEGER is a member, has re-
‘discovered the militant singing history of labor,. has appeared
‘4n picket lines, has helped publish uaion song books, and has
rendered new songs for the labor movement and tieir specific
union. S ~ L ' '

. The P, M,, issue of November 30, 1948 reflected that
People's Songs, Incorporated, were to present a Haotenanny at .
midnight on December 13, 1947 at New York City and PETE SEEGER
was to appear. IR T '

.. The P, M., issue of March 21, 1948, reflected that the
Queens, New York Branch of the Progressive Citizens of America
were to hold an affair on March 21, 1948, and PETE SEEGER was to

"attend. E o o : ' -

The P. M., issue of April 18, 1948, reflected that the
Intercollegiate Council Students-for-Wallace meeting to be held

at New York City on April 18, 1948 was to have PETER SEEGER, folk
' singer, .entertain., S S

~ The California Committee on Un-American Activities in a
report of 1949 stated that the Students-for-Wallace was a Communist
front activity organized originally by the Communist front, Prog-
ressive Citizens of America. o '

COMMUNIST ASSOCIATIONS, WASHINGTON, D;é,

S Confidentiai informant/T-7, of known rdliability, advised
that in May of 1949 that MIRTAMKYAYBUR and MOLLIFRKANAREK were in

contact with each other in relation to PETER SEEGER and they in-

dicated that they expected to be in touch with him. -
o . Confidential informant.T-8, of known reliability, advised
that MOLLIE KANAREK was a member of the Communist Party in 1946,
- ﬁ'Confidential'informant T-6;‘of1knqwh.réliability, advised
that MIRIAM WAYBUR was a member of the Communist Party in the late
| ..v;thfidehtial informant T-9, of~known‘reliébility5 advised
that in\Mayﬂof»l9h7‘DEWITT_ELDRIDGE hgd'indicatedfthat PETER SEEGER
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was a friend of his in New York. According to T-9, ELDRIDGE
expected SEEGER to attend a social function at which ELDRIDGE
would be, T-9 said.that SYLVIA SOLOFF was also expected to be
present at this social function.

' Concerning DEWIT?fELDRIDGE, confidential informant
T-10., of known reliability, advised that as of October, 1948,
ELDRIDGE was identified as a_member of the Communist Party.
T-10 further identified SYLVIA%@OLOFF as. an active member of
the Communist Party in Washington, D. C. T — .

‘ Confident al informant T- 11, of known reliabilivy,
advised that HELE RUCHTMAN. and SYLVIﬂ‘ EITSCHER were in con-
tact with each other in May of 1947 afid’ indiceted that they might
possibly see: each other at BETTY. HAYES' house, that PETER SEEGER
was to be there, and that there was going to be a People's Songs
~affair, <. p

T-10, previously mentioned ‘advised. in 1946 that HELEN
'FRUCHTMAN was, as of April of 1946, a "member of the Communist
Partv in Washington, D. C.,; and had previously served as the
Membership Diréctor of the Ri¢hmond Club of the Communist Party
at. San Francisco, California in 1945, .

- T-10 further advised that SYLVIA ‘BEITSCHER was formerly

a secretarv to SYDNEYXKATZ, Communist Party member in the District

. 0f Columbia and was secretary to the Committee to Re-Instate HELEN
LLER, who was fired from the Labor Department for Communist
Acrivities.» B

' ; T- 10 further adv1sed that SYLVIA 'BEITSCHER had been a

member of and active in the American Peace Mobilization and the
Washington, D. C. Committee for Democratic Action. .Both organi-
gations have been cited by the Attorney General as coming within
the purview of Executive. Order 9835,

o v

_ 19h8 Confidential informant advised that both
. BETTY JAN AYES and her husband WILLIAM J, AYES had been known
to the in: ormant as Communist Party members.;

- In January, 1951, Confidential informant T-12, of known
reliability, advised that while informant did not know BETTY HAYES
to be a member of the Communist Party, she is con31dered to be’
sympathetic to the Communist program.. .
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Confidential informant T-13, of known reliability,
advised that in January of 1947, TOM: ICHARSON and PETE
. SEEGER appeared to be on good terms and that PETE was very
-anxious to see RICHARDSON. - _5;4& &&wﬁdg, .

Confidential informant T-12, of known reliabillty,
advised that TOMMY RICHARDSON had indicated to him that he
(RICHARDSON) had been a member of the Communist Party.

Confidential ‘informants T-6, T-10, and T-12, were
‘unable to comment on PETER SEEGER.

—

COMMUNIST AFFILIATIONS OF MR. AND MRS, CHARLE% EEGER
; \

Confldentlal ‘informant T-1l, of known reliability, advised
on February 17, 1941, that the name of CHARLES SEEGER, 9609
- Fairway Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland, appeared on the active
indices of the Washington Chapter of the American Peace Mobi-
lization in 1940, The 1940 edition of the Washington, D. C.
City Directory listed. one CHARLES SEEGER of 9609 Fairway Avenue,
Silver Spring, Maryland, as Assistant to the Director of the
Works Progress Administration, The 1950-51 edition of "Who's
Who in America™, in a,biographical sketch concerning the subject's
father, CHARLES LOUI EEGER, indicated that from 1938 to 1940 he
was A331stant ‘to the Dlrector, Federal Music Project, Works
Progress Adnunistvatl on. e LA -

The American Peace Mobllizatlon has been cited by the
AAgtgrney General as coming withln the purview of Executlve Order
983 : v A .

Confiden ial informant T- 2, of known rellablllty, advised
that RUTH RAWFOR EGER, the ubject's step-mother, and JENNIE
“EMILLER, the wif%egf ROBERT T.:ﬂﬁLLER III, were quit.e frie"'T""‘“m ¥
durlng the -id I9h0's.

- T-2 further felt that the MILLER family and the subject's
father, CHARLES SEEGER -were well known to each other during the
middle l9h0's. _

P
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ROBERT T. MILLER III, according to ELIZABETH T.
BFNTLEY self-confessed former member of the Communist Party
and who was by her own admission formerly an 1ntegral part
of a Soviet espionage conspiracy, was involved in a Soviet
‘espionage. conspiracy in Washingtoh, U, ¢, and New York City
during the early 19L0's and was- in frequent contact with an
admitted espionage agent.

: ' . Confidential info ant T-3 of known reliablilt
advised that during 1946 RogngRFGG and RUTH CRAWFORD SEEGER _

were acquainted. Informant stated that GREGG purported to_C . p
\

spend the’ night of December 12 1946 at the SEEGER home.

: ROSE GREGG the wife'of JOSEP REGG, who has been
‘identified by FLIZABETH T. BENTLEY as be'i g 1nxQIved in a
Soviet _espionage’ conspiracy in Washington, D. C. and New
York. City in the early 1940's, was also known to Miss BENTLEY
during this period as being a dues paving member of the . -
Communist Party. .

: Confidential informant T=L4, of known reliability,
adv1sed that in October, 1948, RUTH ‘CRAWFORD SEEGER as ac-
quainted with. ANN TEIN also known as Mrs. ARTH TEIN,

‘ Confidential informant T-5, of known rellabillty,
adv1sed that ANNIE STEIN was active in the Communist Partvﬂrom

1933 to 1938.. Z

-6 has 1dent1f1ed both ANNIE atid ARTHUR STEIN as
Communist Partv members. :

MISCELLANEOUS

- The files of the Special Investigations Squad,
Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D. C., contained
" no pertinent identifiable information regarding the subject.

. - REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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LEAD PAGE o N

1L0S ANGELES FIELD DIVISION

ATlLos'ANGELEleALIFoRNIAV

A copy of this‘repOrt is’being sent to the Los
Angeles Office for information inasmuch as they

-already have a lead to ascertain activities of .
'SEEGER in Los Angeles in 1947.

It is to:be ‘noted that the»subject was, according
to the People's World of October 22, 1947 to

-attend an affair sponsored by the Southern Calif-

ornia Chapter of the American Committee for

~ Yugoslavia Relief.

CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION

* AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

A copy of this report is being sent to the Chicago
- 'Office for information inasmuch as they have a lead

to ascertain information regarding the People's Songs

- Convention allegedly held during 1947 at Chicago.

It is to be,noted'that‘accordihg,to the Daily Worker,
'of September.5, 1940, SEEGER sang at a caucus held

by the American Peace Mobilization in Chicago on

.. September 1, 1940.

_REFERENCE:  Report of Special Agent JOHN T. CONNOLLY dated

* March 28, 1951, at New York, entitled, "FETER_
' SEEGER, was, Pete Seeger, Pete Bowers, SECURITY
. MATTER - C." : o . :
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