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819 South Leroy Street - "Benjamin Bangs Residence"
Fenton, MI 48430

Acreage: Less than 1 acre

Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle

UTM Reference: 17/278780/4740730

Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-862

617 South Oak Street - "Frederick Riggs Residence"
Fenton, MI 48430

Acreage: Less than 1 acre

Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle

UTM Reference: 17/278870/4740730

Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-865

812 South Adelaide Street - 'Volney Church/Carlos B.

Fenton, MI 48430

Acreage: Less than 1 acre

Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle

UTM Reference: 17/278580/4740730

Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-1375

309 West High Street - '""Fenton Seminary"
Fenton, MI 48430

Acreage: Less than 1 acre
Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle
UTM Reference: 17/278380/4740590

Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-577

207 Silver Lake Road - "Fenton Railroad Depot"
Fenton, MI 48430

Acreage: Less than 1 acre

Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle

UTM Reference: 17/278990/4741630

Verbal Boundary Description: Not available

Shotwell Residence"
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(jf r:FREDERICK,\LB.EGGS RES&BGNGE - 617 Seweh Oak Street National Register
(1868) B Fenton Selection Criteria
(PHOTO #54) ‘ B.
Cs

Jeremiah Riggs came to Michigan from Litchfield, Connecticut in 1828 and to
Fentonville in 1843 after one of his sons, Henry (see "Part X: Description
of Physical Appearance and Statement of Historical and Architectural Signi-
ficance for the Dibbleville/Fentonville Historic District in City of Fenton
- Historical and Architectural Overviews of Pivotal Structures,'" Continua-
tion Sheet #7/8-82, and PHOTO #35), had already settled there. Though a
clothier by trade, the senior Riggs became the proprietor of the Riggs
House Hotel located in the village. Another of his sons, Frederick, also
eventually settled in Fentonville. Frederick was a fur trader and built
his residence in 1868 at 617 South Oak Street.

The two-and-one-half-story, wood-framed and clapboard-sheathed structure is
vernacular in design and exhibits rectangular massing, symmetrical fenestra-
tion, and a simple gable roof. The most ornamental features of the home are
the paneled double front door and small, open entrance porches at the front

and side.
" S ) Howte &6 C.ix& <)
(& /" VOLNEY) CHURCH/CARLOS B. SHOTWELL RESEDENCE - /" National Register
- 812 Senth Adelaide Street (1869) Selection Criteria
Fenton B.
(PHOTO #55) C.

Built originally in 1869 by Volney Church, a Fenton resident about whom
nothing is known, the residence at 812 South Adelaide achieves significance
at a later period in time. The turn-of-the-century brought a significant
new industry to the area of Fenton. Cement production, just beginning to
achieve importance concurrent with the development of the automobile, was
carried on at two nearby lakes. Carlos Shotwell, Secretary of the Egyptian
Portland Cement Company, purchased Church's home in 1903 and proceeded to
transform the ordinary, unimposing residence into an elegant mansion befit-
ting a man of his stature.

The two-and-one-half-story home exhibits a combination of Queen Anne and
Classical Revival characteristics. Its irregular massing and multi-gabled
roofs reflect Queen Anne styling, while ornamentation including modillioned
cornices and lonic columns featured on the gabled porte-cochere is more
classically inspired. Shotwell, not surprisingly, utilized the product he
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produced in executing his stately renovation project. While portions of the
home are brick, others utilize cement. The home is important not only as an
example of early twentieth century architecture, but as a testimony to the
utilization of new building products in residential construction.

[GemRbg
FENTON SEMINARY - 309 High Stree¢ National Register
Fenton Selection Criteria
. 1868
(e ) (PHOTO #56) A.

C.

Fentonville distinguished itself early with a highly developed private and
public school system. The Fentonville public system was, as of 1876, one of
five systems in the State on the University of Michigan's accredited list.
Unfortunately, the private school system failed when financial difficulties,
not unknown to such institutions, forced it to close its doors. In addition
to primary and secondary schools, Fentonville had three institutions of
higher learning, one of which was the private Fenton Seminary, founded by
Rosina L. Dayfoot under the auspices of the Baptist Church.

A two-story frame building was the first to house the Fenton Seminary, which
served as a feeder preparatory school for Kalamazoo College in the western
part of the State. This structure was soon followed, circa 1868, by the
extant monumental stone structure at 309 High Street. At the height of its
success, the seminary boasted classes in business, languages, music, and
calisthenics. By 1886, however, the school's trustees found it impossible
to continue operation of the Fenton Seminary and offered the building and
grounds to the Baptist Ministers Aid Society. From that time until very
recently, it was known as the Baptist Ministers Home and served as a retire-
ment home for clerics.

The three-story stone structure was originally constructed in the Second
Empire style, complete with a mansard roof, dormers, and rounded arch windows.
A severe fire in 1899, however, destroyed the entire interior, roof, and the
original two-story veranda with its balustrades and divided front steps.
During the building's reconstruction in 1900, the porch was altered to fea-
ture two stone piers, the front stairway was built as a single flight, and
the third story was eliminated and replaced by a truncated hip roof. The
new roof's details included a centrally placed stepped gable dormer flanked
by fanciful metal dormers. The structure remains virtually intact today
except for its vacant and neglected condition. It remains one of Fenton's
most prominent nineteenth century buildings and there are realistic hopes
that it will be rehabilitated in the near future.
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. Volney Church/Carlos B.

Shotwell Residence
812 S. Adelaide
Fenton ‘
Genesee

Michigan

Matthew Lampe

. May 1982

Michigan History Division
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